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 What is the most wonderful thing that has ever happened to you?   Perhaps you might 

answer, the day I was married to my spouse.  Or even some might answer, the day I was no 

longer married to my spouse!   Or the day my first child was born.  Or, maybe for the Gatliffs 

today, the day each of our children were born.  Maybe the day I was accepted to that college or 

got that job.   

 

 But far greater, far more wonderful than any of these, and the truth that, first the private 

events of this night in an upper room, then later the public events in a garden, in a high priest’s 

house,  at a courtyard outside the house,  then at a trial before the Roman Governor who 

condemns Jesus to crucifixion, all these  show us, is  the most wonderful thing that has ever 

happened to each of us is when we recognize how greatly we are  loved by Jesus.     

 

“Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” That is the great overarching story 

the whole Bible. In the varied scenes, that is the story this night tells us and shows us.  

 

 Our son Peter plays in a band in San Francisco called, appropriately for this season “April 

Magazine.”  He’s sort of the lead guy.  He organizes them, keeps the musicians happy and 

working together. No easy task   I tell him he’s pastor to the music and art community there.   

 

Well last December they cut their first full LP record, produced by a London recording 

company.   It’s had some pretty good sales.   Yes, you can even google up his music on You 

Tube!  Just enter “April Magazine.” Well earlier this month his band was reviewed by a critic in 

the San Francisco Examiner.  Here is part of what he wrote.   

 

“Listening to the songs of lo-fi San Francisco Collective “April Magazine” can be like 

viewing a film scene “en medias res” (in or into the middle of events of a narrative), a 

stolen glimpse from a fully formed world of private conversations and secret meetings.  

The tunes start out among quiet chats in the background or end under the beguiling hum 

of tape hiss, acting as receptacles of found audio footage – material that was never 

supposed to be shared, making it all the more special that it has been circulated.”i 

 

      II 

 

 This night we call Maundy Thursday. Maundy meaning “mandate.” We are mandated to 

remember this night and all that happens in it.  Jesus gathers with his disciples in an Upper Room 

in Jerusalem for a private Passover supper.   In John’s account it is a meal just before the 

Passover.   You see, the way John tells it, Jesus does not celebrate the Passover, instead 
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tomorrow, on Passover, what we know as Good Friday, Jesus becomes the Passover sacrificial 

lamb, the New Covenant that will be enacted in his body broken and bloodshed.  This night, as 

the disciples are gathered round the table Jesus does some strange evocative things.  

 

 Our first scripture from John 9 brought us the story of Jesus healing a blind man yet 

another miracle sign of who he is and what he has come to do.  After tonight there will be only 

one more miracle sign, the great sign at an empty tomb on the third day.  Yet leading up to this 

night, before they gather for the supper, John tells us, 

 

“Jesus departed and hid from them.  Although he had performed Isaiah also said, ‘He has 

blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that they might not look with their eyes 

and understand with their heart and turn – and I would heal them.”ii 

 

Here, then is the situation as Jesus and the disciples are at this meal.  Many do not see.   

Like Judas, they remain blind as that man had been blind from birth.  Yet to all, Jesus says, “I 

have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in 

darkness.”iii  Here then are signs and symbols to help us see clearly in the light.    

 

     III 

 

The first sign of the supper itself.  In this Gospel there is no actual institution of bread 

and wine as in the other three.   Rather in John Jesus is described throughout as the bread that 

nourishes and the vine that refreshes. 

 

 ‘I am the bread of life, bread come from heaven,  

I am the true vine… whoever drinks of me will never thirst. 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.  Whoever eats 

me will live because of me. 

For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.”iv  

‘I am the bread of life, bread come from heaven,  

I am the true vine… whoever drinks of me will never thirst. 

 

 There it is again, as we have seen over the past two Sundays, Jesus saying in the Greek, 

again and again “Ego Emi” “I am,” Echoing as God had said to Moses at the burning bush, “Ego 

Emi,” I am that I am.  First there is the sign at the Supper itself, where Jesus gives himself as true 

food.  

 

      IV 

 

 Then this sign, the one who is the Great I AM does something utterly unexpected, taking 

off his outer garments he wraps a towel about his waist and kneels before each disciple and 

washes their feet, doing the task normally performed by a servant.  It is something no servant is 

there to do, and something none of the disciples offered to do for each other.  But Jesus does this 

to demonstrate the attitude of serving we are to have for one another.   
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“You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for that is what I am.   So, if I, your 

Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For 

I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done for you… If you know 

these things, you are blessed if you do them.”v 

 

      V 

 

 From this intimate private dinner where Jesus offers his love in action, after Judas departs 

to do his heinous deed, John writes, “And it was night.” All over the world – it was night.  Then 

they go out into the literal night where Jesus with his disciples crosses down across the Kidron 

valley outside the wall of the City to a garden. There Judas leads a detachment of soldiers and 

police from the chief priests and Pharisees who come upon them with lanterns and torches and 

weapons.   

 

When Jesus asks who they are looking for and they answer, “Jesus of Nazareth,” he 

replies “I AM he.”  Ego Emi. “When Jesus says to them, ‘I am he’ they stepped back and fell to 

the ground.’ Again, he says, “Ego Emi” I AM he.   And now they arrest him, bind him, and take 

him away to the home of the high priest. 

 

 In all these actions this night, in private with his friends, in public before the world Jesus 

lives out the depth of love that is in him and that he calls out in us.  He will call us out to lives of 

loving service that forsake lives of self- seeking and power.  He will show us the depth of his 

love for us.    

 

      VI 

 

 One particularly touching encounter we had in Pakistan two weeks ago during our 

journey there was meeting a young 23-year-old German named Eleazar and his equally young 

wife from Romania and their three children, the youngest being only two months old.  Eleazar 

had graduated with honors in engineering and speaks five languages, and he had been given a 

vision God put on his heart that he was to go to Pakistan and establish a Christian orphanage for 

the poorest of the poor.   

 

 With no real letter of introduction, but with support from a German mission agency, he 

simply showed up at the office of Mrs. Veda Javed, our hostess who directs, the Presbyterian 

Education Board which has now built and runs 25 Christian elementary and high schools across 

Pakistan, which South Highland has supported for some years.  Veda listened to him and became 

convinced that Eleazar was utterly sincere in his vision and calling, and gave him use of a plot of 

land out on property of one of the schools.   

 

In 18 months, with friends and family coming from Europe to help, they remodeled and 

expanded the old building and today” The House of Hope” is a clean, well-run orphanage with 

six house parents and 28 boys, no longer living on the streets.   

 

 Taking us into his office for tea, always a requirement for any gathering in Pakistan, 

Eleazar brought in a boy for us to meet, the very first boy who arrived at the new orphanage.  He 
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was 14, and mentally challenged.  Abandoned by his family, he had been living on the streets for 

nine years, eating scraps he found in trash cans.  Eleazar began giving him plates of food.  The 

boy kept coming.  Each time - Eleazar washed him and cleaned him.  You see, this boy was 

unable to control his bowels, he was living in his own waste.   Again, and again Eleazar cleaned 

him, and slowly taught him how to clean himself.  It took many months, but the day we were 

there this boy was clean, and smiling brightly.  He was a new creation because of the love of 

God poured out on him. Remember Jesus said, “As you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.”     

 

      VII 

 That music review of son Peter’s April Magazine band concludes,  

 

“The band has perfected the formula of making ugly things beautiful, patching shiftless 

dissonance and gurgling feedback into a liminal framework of Spoken – Word soliloquies 

and hushed vocals that are strangely uplifting.” 

 

 Tonight, at Supper and in the Garden, then in all that follows, Jesus will show us just 

greatly we are loved, then on the cross He will make ugly things beautiful. Discovering His love, 

experiencing His love is the greatest thing that will ever happen to you.   

  

 

i Will Reisman, April 5, 2022, “April Magazine” in San Francisco Examiner 
ii John 12:36-40 
iii John 12:46 
iv John 6 and John 15, selected verses 
v John 13:13-16 

                                                      


