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 “Who needs healing?”  My guess is, “Everybody does.”  Everybody has in them 
something that is sick, broken, worn, malfunctioning sinful – and needs healing, restoration, 
being put together again.  Even those who on the surface seem to have everything together, 
whose lives seem to have the magic touch, the world is my oyster, whose bodies are fit and 
trim, the picture of health and wholeness.  Yet inside there is something wrong, whether our 
need is physical, mental, or spiritual, we all of us are broken in some way or another.  We all 
need help from beyond ourselves.  We all need God and God’s healing touch.  This is what Jesus 
came to give. 
 
 This is something a desperate poor woman whose son has died while the strange 
prophet Elijah was staying in her house experiences. She initially charges the prophet with 
causing the death of her son because of her sin.  But the prophet brings her son to life again.  
 
 This is something a terrified royal official feels as he travels 20 miles down the road from 
Capernaum, where his son lay dying, to Cana, where Jesus has returned after cleansing the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Cana, where he had turned the water into wine.  Word about Jesus is 
whirling throughout Galilee and Jerusalem.   He is making a stir, people are noticing.  Crowds 
are gathering.  So, at the word of Jesus, and the belief of the father, the boy is healed in that 
instant.  
 

I 
 When Jesus returns this second time to Galilee, where stories of his amazing healing 
signs are spreading, the crowd welcomes him warmly.  The setting for this second miracle sign 
takes place here in the same place as his first, only the stakes are considerably higher, a 
progression we see throughout these seven miracle signs John’s gospel presents.   
 
 Remember John has a smaller number of miracles than the other Gospels, but each is 
deliberately placed so as to move us to increasing amazement over the vast power of Jesus.  
From water to wine at a wedding, to this healing of a desperately ill boy, to the final miraculous 
sign to which we will be drawn on Palm Sunday, the raising of Lazarus from the dead.   
 
 Eugene Peterson has observed that the Gospel of John is structured as a re-telling of the 
first two chapters of Genesis, the first creation - when God created heaven and earth, and set 
man and woman in it and gave them life and responsibility for it.  John tells of the second 
creation.  Even as Genesis opens “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” So 
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John the evangelist opens, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.”   
 

In Genesis the world and the cosmos are created in seven days.  In John Jesus offers 
seven healing signs, and seven healing “I am” words, I am the bread of life, I am the light of the 
world, I am the door, I am the good shepherd, I am the resurrection and the life.  I am the way 
and the truth and the life, I am the true vine. Here in John, Jesus unapologetically takes to 
himself the name YHWH God had revealed to Moses, about himself at the burning bush. “I am 
that I am.”  Now Jesus is the “great I am.”   
 
 To help us grasp this Jesus offers seven signs.  These miracles are not ends in 
themselves, which is to say, these in themselves are not the point.  They point to the point. The 
test of faith is not whether you believe in literal miracles or not, but whether you believe in the 
miracle maker to whom these signs point.  The fact, that Jesus is the Messiah who calls us to 
believe in him at a deeper and deeper level.   
 

Here again in John 4 we see numbers, this is the 2nd sigh given on the third day, and the 
double bifocal meaning all these signs have.  Yet the human dilemma, these signs bring life to 
some persons.  And that wonderful.  But that is still not the point.  For how many other young 
children like this royal official’s son suffer and die, unhealed then and now?   The fact of healing 
is to draw us to the healer.   
 
 It has been said that the fundamental human question, the only ultimate question is 
this, “Is there a God we can depend on in a world where things go terribly wrong?  It’s a 
question we all end up asking at one time or another, in one way or another.  It is quite an 
existential question at this moment in world history.  For we live in a wonderful and yet a 
terror-filled world, a world of both earthquakes and death, and of warm spring days with buds 
shooting forth with new life.  A world of war and peace. 
 

What are we to make of the ebb and flow of suffering and joy, of brokenness and 
healing.  And when bad things happen, when tyrants are able to run rampant over the lives of 
innocent people, when armies are so barbaric as Russia at present in Ukraine which they have 
invaded, as to bomb pregnant mothers and babies in maternity hospitals, we have those dark 
troubling thoughts, “If there is a God and if this God is good, why does God allow this?  Why 
doesn’t God do something?  
 

II   
With such a sense of desperation this father, an important Gentile official, this officer of 

the Empire, an outsider to the Jewish world, one of the occupying forces, comes to Jesus 
pleading, “Master, come down and heal my son for he is at the point of death.”  
 
 What parent does not know the terror that fills them when their child grows severely ill?  
Dear friends of ours from college days had a little boy named David who at the age of four 
developed a degenerative nerve disease.  Over time it broke his little body down.  His parents 
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took him to the most renowned medical experts and hospitals across the United States, yet the 
boy died.  Children’s Hospital a quarter mile or so from here is filled with some of the most 
heart-breaking, and yet hope-filled situations just like that.  And alongside the bed of those 
suffering children stand parents yearning, praying fervently for their child’s healing.   
 
 We have all been horrified over these pictures from Ukraine of parents rushing with 
their bomb or bullet injured children into hospitals, often arriving too late, and nothing can be 
done.   St this boy’s father pleads with Jesus.  “Come with me and help!” 
 
 Jesus initial answer is off-putting, bureaucratic, condescending.  “Unless you see signs 
and wonders you will not believe.”  When we are at a point of desperation the last thing we 
need is a lecture or a reminder of the rules. We need Jesus. 
 
 The father does not offer an argument but simply a plea, really, being an important 
official, a command, “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.”  He is not there to be another 
who is asking for a side-show sign or wonder.  He is pleading for the life of his son!   
 
 This is the agony, the yearning, the desperation we all feel when we are up against the 
wall and see no way out.  We call out to God, Help!  And sometimes God answers the way we 
want, and sometimes God does not.  Sometimes there is healing and sometimes there is not.   
And really there is no final human answer to the question “Why this one but not that one?” 
 
 Nicholas Wolterstorff is a Christian philosopher at Yale whose son died at the age of 
twenty-five while climbing in the Alps.  Wolterstorff worked through his suffering and grief in 
his book Lament for a Son.  There he reflects, 
 

“I cannot fit it all together saying, ‘God did it, ‘but neither can I do so by saying, ‘There 
was nothing he could do about it… I do not know why God did not prevent Eric’s death… 
I do not know why God would let him fall… I cannot even guess, I can only, with Job,i 
endure.” 

III 
To the command from the father, come with me quickly, Jesus offers his own command, 

“Go, your son will live.”  The man does that very thing.  “The man believed the word that Jesus 
spoke to him and started on his way.”   The man takes Jesus at his word.  He does not ask for a 
sign, he does ask for a physical touch, a physical presence, he does not repeat his appeal for 
Jesus to come with him.  He believes Jesus, takes him at his word and goes.    

 
On the way home, his slaves meet him with amazing news: “Your son is alive.” Asking 

what time, he began to recover, they say it was at one o’clock.  Other translations say, and this 
gets more at John’s meaning with all these symbolic numbers, “Yesterday at the seventh hour 
the fever left him.”  The father recognizes this was the very hour Jesus told him his son would 
live.   
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Does God heal in this our hour?  For sure, though in varied ways.  The Wisdom of 
Solomon in the Apocrypha says, “For neither herb nor poultice cured them, but it was your 
word, O Lord that heals all people. For you have power over life and death.”ii  The man believes 
not because of any sign but by his trust in the word of Jesus, and his son is healed.   
 
 The result of the story is life and belief.  The royal official, this Gentile outsider, believes 
and so does his whole household.  That would include his wife, other children, servants and 
slaves.  At the word of Jesus, nature turned around.  The life-giving Gospel is now spreading 
beyond narrow confines of Israel, and is reaching out into the world.    
 
 A word to us; for Jesus can heal from where he is in heaven now!  He can reach us 
wherever we are with what each of us really need.  He can find us.  His power is real.  Listen to 
these words of St. Augustine in his Confessions, that our study group read this week.   
 

“Our life, in person, came down here, and took on our death, and killed it with his own 
overflowing life, and he spoke like a thunderclap, shouting for us to return to him from 
here, and enter that secret place from which he came forth to us… so that the dying 
body wouldn’t always have to die.  From there he came forth like a bridegroom out of 
the bedroom, and he was thrilled like a giant with a race to run… He departed from our 
sights so that we would return to the heart and him.  He parted from us, and look, here 
he is.” 

 
 Jesus is our life. We find our life in him. He is her, with life not death.  By his death he 
defeated death.  So then as his own we have life now and forever.  So yes, there is healing, 
though sometimes in ways we do not understand.  Because Jesus is.  He is the great I Am.  “I 
Am that I Am.” 
 
 We have all been moved and stirred by the courage of the Ukrainian people in the face 
of the barbaric, heartless, senseless inhumane attacks raining down on them by Russia in the 
invasion, destroying their country and their lives, and the stirring inspiration of their President 
Voldymyr Zelenskyy.  I hope you have had a chance to watch his incredible address to the 
British House of Commons last week, the unprecedented, first foreign leader in all British 
history to address, the British Parliament in their chambers.  He concluded with these stirring 
words, invoking Churchill and Shakespeare, 
 

“The question for us now is to be or not to be.  This is (the) Shakespearean question.  
For 15 days this question could have been asked.  But now I can give you a definitive 
answer.  It’s definitely yes, to be.  And I would like to remind you the words that the 
United Kingdom have already heard, which are important again – we will not give up 
and we will not lose.  We will fight til the end at sea, on the shore, in the streets, in the 
air. I would like to add that we will fight on the banks of different rivers like Nepal. We 
will continue fighting for our land whatever the cost. We will fight in the forests, in the 
fields. Jesus says – believe in me and you will live!” 
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 “Now this was the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.”iii 
 

“Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”iv 

 
Amen. 
  
 

i Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament For A Son, p. 
ii Wisdom of Solomon, 16:12 
iii John 4:54 
iv John 20:30-31 

                                                      


