
 

 

Portland Maine Energy Benchmarking: A Step 

Towards Sustainable Future 

Introduction 

In the quest for sustainability, Portland, Maine has set a benchmark with 'Energy Benchmarking', 

a strategic blueprint that maps out the city's energy efficiency efforts. By monitoring and 

tracking building energy consumption, the program paves the way for informed decision-making 

and smarter energy use.  

Understanding Energy Benchmarking 

Energy Benchmarking, a cornerstone of Portland's sustainability strategy, is all about measuring 

and recording a building's energy use over time. These statistics are then analyzed to identify 

energy-saving possibilities and formulate impactful energy efficiency enhancements.  

The Significance of Energy Benchmarking 

There are several reasons why Energy Benchmarking holds crucial importance: 

1. Lowering Environment Impact: By methodically tracking and minimizing energy 

consumption, Portland, Maine contributes to reducing its carbon footprint, fostering a 

healthier environment.  

2. Financial Savings: The implementation of cost-saving measures leads to decreased 

energy bills for businesses and homeowners alike.  

3. Promoting Transparency: Public access to energy usage data encourages healthy 

competition and stimulates further efforts towards energy efficiency.  

4. Policy Adherence: Portland's Energy Benchmarking initiative ensures compliance with 

state and federal energy efficiency mandates. 

Working of Portland's Energy Benchmarking Program 

The Energy Benchmarking program in Portland, Maine is an easy-to-follow, user-friendly 

procedure for all building owners: 

1. Data Gathering: Owners compile the vital data of energy usage, which encompasses 

electricity, natural gas, and heating oil consumption.  

https://pulseiq.com/energy-benchmarking/


 

 

2. Portfolio Manager: The accumulated data is then fed into the ENERGY STAR Portfolio 

Manager, an online tool by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for benchmarking 

and tracking energy use. 

3. Benchmarking Report: Each year, building owners are obligated to submit their 

benchmarking data to the city.  

4. Data Evaluation: The submitted data is examined by Portland to uncover trends and 

potential for energy efficiency upliftment. 

5. Education and Resources: Portland extends educational support and resources to enable 

building owners to make energy efficiency upgrades judiciously. 

Common FAQs 

1. Who is obligated to participate in Portland's Energy Benchmarking program?  

Commercial, industrial, and multi-family buildings that are 5,000 square feet or more must 

participate. 

2. Is there a deadline for submitting benchmarking data?  

Yes, the annual deadline for data submission is April 1st. 

3. What are the consequences of non-compliance with the Energy Benchmarking 

program?  

Non-compliant building owners may be subjected to fines and penalties. 

4. How does Energy Benchmarking program benefit building owners?  

The program helps identify energy inefficiencies, reduce costs, and enhance the overall property 

value. 

5. Can homeowners volunteer to be part of Portland's Energy Benchmarking 

program?  

While the program primarily focuses on commercial and industrial buildings, homeowners are 

also encouraged to volunteer their energy usage data. 

Conclusion 



 

 

Portland, Maine's dedication to the Energy Benchmarking program is an exemplary model for 

other cities aiming for a sustainable future. The consistent tracking and reduction of energy 

consumption not only benefit the environment but also enable businesses and homeowners to 

save on energy costs.  

With steadfast commitment to Energy Benchmarking, Portland is making a significant 

contribution to the fight against climate change. Everyone can play a part in building a cleaner, 

greener, and more sustainable future for the generations ahead. 

Source: South Portland Government Website 
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Summary: 

Explore the significance of the Portland, Maine Energy Benchmarking program. Understand how 

this initiative is contributing to the city's sustainability and aiding building owners in energy cost 

savings. 
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PulseIQ’s mission is to serve multifamily properties with energy benchmarking, energy audits, 

and have the properties utilize our energy management software to provide innovative energy 

efficiency solutions. Our projects have covered millions of square feet and we have decades of 

experience within property management. We understand your challenges. Energy is your 

property’s largest controllable expense. Whether your motivation is regulations, sustainability, or 

increased profits. The information gathered in this document was gathered from government 

websites in this market but has the potential to be out of date. Please call us, (301) 215-2100, so 

that we can answer any questions and specifically address your needs. 

 

Energy Benchmarking, Energy Audits, and Utility Bill Audits are critical considerations, some 

legally required, for commercial and multifamily building for owners as well as the companies 

which manage them. Our Energy Management Software puts real time data into your hands so 

that fact-based decisions can be made. Your company is no longer vulnerable to maintenance 

companies padding their bottom line. 
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