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MAKING THE FINAL PREPARATION FOR MEETING 

THE RESURRECTED MEMBERS OF THE WIFE 

 
 

   I would like to take a thought this evening and entitle it, 

Making the Final Preparation for Meeting the Resurrected Members 

of the Wife.  We are going to be reading some of the same 

scriptures that we have read before; but we are going to go 

further with them in this message.  And the reason that we can 

take them further is because the hands on the clock that has been 

keeping God’s time have moved to where certain things are to 

be fulfilled, such as the resurrection of the dead and the physical 

translation of we which are alive and remain.  And the hands on 

God’s clock are right where they are supposed to be for this to 

start happening.  The trumpet of God is sounding—so that 

means that the announcement is being made in the Spirit, telling 

us that it is time for the resurrection and the translation to take 

place.   

   In looking back at last week’s message entitled, There is Nothing 

More Powerful Than the Word Whose Time Has Come to Be Fulfilled, 

we see that when it is time for God’s Word to be fulfilled, 

nothing can stand in the way.  There is no force more powerful.  

There is nothing, absolutely nothing, that can hinder it or stop it, 

because it doesn’t have a worthy opponent that can come against 

it.  I love that about the Lord and His working.  We could 

wonder when this prophecy or that prophecy will be fulfilled, 

but when the clock strikes the right time for a prophecy to be 

fulfilled it will be, because God said it.  He was here before the 

world was, and He has already been in the future and has seen 

everything from before the foundation of the world through 

eternity.  We could ask the question, “How can we know that 

He has already been here before us?”  We know because He gave 

the Apostle John, when he was on the Isle of Patmos, a vision 
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that shows us all the way into eternity.  So God knows what is 

in eternity as well as He knows the past and the present.  He 

knows the end from the beginning.  So there is nothing that is 

going to come into being or come to an end without God 

knowing all about it.  He saw everything before it happened.  

That’s how He predestinated all things. 

   Again, the title of my message, Making the Final Preparation for 

Meeting the Resurrected Members of the Wife.  This is the next thing 

on God’s clock, and it takes place just before the rapture 

happens.  In 2 Corinthians, Chapter 5, we are shown the 

theophanies (spiritual bodies; a building of God, a house not 

made with hands) that are over on the other side (eternal in the 

heavens).  They come back to earth to take on their flesh and 

bones in resurrection.  The spiritual body fits perfectly with the 

natural body that dissolved in the grave; and as the two unite, 

they are transformed into a glorified state.  That’s why God had 

to send them.  They’re here to pick up their bodies, and then they 

will come forth.  And they will be known as they were known 

here.  What a mighty God we serve! 

   We can look back over the years at the many saints we have 

known who have departed this life (or this dimension); but they 

are still living.  2 Corinthians 5:4 says, “that mortality might be 

swallowed up of life.”  When they come forth in the resurrection, 

we don’t have to get acquainted with them, because we already 

know them.  That’s the wife of the Lamb who is all of one mind.  

We get one mind and are in one accord.  This is made possible 

because of Ephesians 4:13-16, where we have reached the 

fullness of the man Christ Jesus, no longer tossed to and fro, and 

we all believe the same thing and see eye to eye.  This is for the 

edification of the body of Christ.  I’m not talking about those out 

in the world, or even about Christianity in general; but I’m 

talking about the members of the body of Christ—we live to 

edify one another.  Yes, we want to be good to all men, and not 

mistreat them just because they don’t serve God; but we want to 
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be especially good to those that are of the household of faith—

and double this to those that are part of the wife.  See, we are 

close kin by the Spirit of God to those that are part of God’s 

family; for we all have that royal blood flowing in our veins.  But 

when it comes to the Lamb’s wife, we are special in that we alone 

are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh; for the Lord Jesus is 

our Husband and King.  

   Many of us may have brothers or sisters or close kin that we 

may not feel that kindred spirit towards.  This is because God 

has given the wife His Spirit where we can commune with one 

another, love one another, edify one another, and all believe the 

same thing.  There is not two different types of beliefs in the 

body of Christ.  But we have the same mind, the same judgment.  

And we all want the same thing, because there is just one mind 

in this body—the mind of Christ.  We speak with one mind and 

one mouth, which means there is not two or three different 

ways.  God has moved us through His Word by revelation into 

this place of speaking with one mind and one mouth.  He has 

moved us into this place where we recognize the members of the 

wife—even those who departed from this natural life and have 

come down unto us to take on flesh and bones.  And we came 

unto them (Hebrews 12:22-24) as they came unto us (1 

Thessalonians 4:14). 

   At this time, all the theophanies are with Christ Jesus and are 

with us now, waiting until the clock says, “It’s time.”  That’s 

because it takes us all to make the wife complete.  This is what 

we have been waiting for.  As we have arrived at this time, the 

veil is becoming thinner between the living and the dead.  That’s 

because those theophanies are hearing the last trumpet, which is 

this message—the same thing that we are hearing.  Because the 

Bible says that all those that are in the grave at the time of the 

last trump (those that are part of the wife of the Lamb) will hear 

the voice of the Son of God and come forth.  So God is getting us 

prepared to meet them.  We are presently expecting them.  We 
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are talking about them.  We are looking for them.  And one thing 

we are not saying is, “Well, someday out there that Word will 

probably be fulfilled.”  No, it’s not out there, someday.  We have 

now come into that day and that hour.  And this very message 

of the last trump of God that we are receiving proves that, 

because the resurrection happens in the time when this trumpet 

is sounding.  So that makes a big difference.  That puts our 

thinking in the right direction; knowing that it is now time for it.  

And our spiritual clock has to be in time with what God’s Word 

(clock) says in order to have faith and confidence in what is 

going to be—which is what has come upon us.  That is why the 

Word says in Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.”  We talk about it.  We hear the Word 

preached and we rally to it—we constantly want to think about 

it and talk about it.  But if the preacher is preaching it, and it is 

not in the people, and they are not thinking the same way, then 

the preacher is going to be very lonely; and that means that it 

hadn’t come time for it yet.  But when we are all talking about it, 

looking for it, and feeling it, we are being quickened to it!  

Hallelujah!   

   The Word of God speaks of being quickened, and that is what 

happened to Lazarus when he was raised from the dead.  His 

body had been dead four days; and he stinketh.  But it didn’t 

make a bit of difference.  Jesus walked up to Lazarus’ grave and 

said, “Lazarus, come forth!”  And suddenly, he came forth.  He 

was quickened by the power of that Word.  Now he didn’t come 

forth with a glorified body; but he came forth with a natural 

body.  And the Pharisees and the religious leaders wanted to kill 

him because of his testimony of Jesus raising him from the dead 

by the power of God.  Jesus Christ showed forth the resurrecting 

power of the Word of God, that His Word will resurrect.  Jesus 

told them one time, “Marvel not, because all that are in the 

graves (in their particular order) will hear the voice of the Son of 

God and come forth.  (John 5:25-29) 
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   Now we are in that hour, and what we are doing is making 

final preparations by our thoughts, our message, by looking in 

the Word, by finding our place in the Word and seeing that the 

time has come when God has begun to fulfill this part of the 

Word.  So we are looking for the resurrected saints at any time.  

They are not far away, and even now they are among us.  So we 

are preparing for it, we are expecting it, and we wouldn’t be 

surprised if they begin to appear amongst us any day now.  We 

would not be stunned a bit; for it is on our minds now.  And we 

would accept it with great joy because we know that it is to be; 

for the dead in Christ will rise first.  And they will be with us, 

even as we are changed; and together we will be caught away in 

the rapture. 

   God has the rapture set as a sequence event.  First, the 

resurrection of those that have gone on are raised, and then we 

are changed into glorified bodies.  When we see the dead 

walking among us, we can say, “There’s that quickening 

power!”  That alone would just about change us, wouldn’t it?  

Then together we are raptured to meet our Husband, the Lord 

Jesus, in the air.  So at this present time, we are getting our 

spiritual mentality adjusted to meet and greet the resurrected 

part of the wife of the Lamb. 

   We came into a very special place after we came out of the 

church ages, and that is something that we must understand and 

have revelation of.  In our book entitled, The Chronicles of the 

Tenth Chapter of Revelation and the Eating of a Bitter Meal, we dealt 

with how the Gentile church came through the seven church 

ages with seven star messengers who brought a message to their 

particular age.  Also, it showed how it fulfilled itself as Christ 

brought the little book.  And we always want to notice that He 

brought a little book.  This signified that it was not the entire 

Book of Redemption, but it was a little book, which was the part 

that was for the wife of the Lamb which contained the prophetic 
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part of Paul’s message that was taken up into heaven and made 

part of the Book of Redemption that was sealed with seven seals.   

   Notice, Paul’s message was written within the New Testament 

Covenant and was a special part in its own right.  He told us 

things that the other apostles didn’t know.  And although what 

the other apostles preached was good and had its place in the 

New Testament, this special part’s place was with another 

people.  Paul told us about a rapture; that we would be caught 

up to meet the Lord in the air.  He told us that the dead in Christ 

would rise first, and then we which are alive and remain would be 

changed.  Not any of the other apostles told us that.  Paul laid 

that prophecy in there, and he told us when it would be.  And 

finally we can now see as clear as crystal what God is doing.  

This is because of what God has done in the spiritual coming of 

Christ.  (1 Thessalonians 4:16).  And as we have come into the 

last trump of God message, we overcome death.  (1 Corinthians 

15:51-52) 

   Another thing that was very important that Paul spoke of that 

the other apostles didn’t speak of was being baptized into the 

body of Christ.  And when he spoke of water baptism, he always 

associated it with the resurrection of the dead.  In the Book of 

Romans, this is made very clear.  When someone is baptized it 

is like them being buried and resurrected.  Like as Jesus Christ 

was buried and resurrected, so will the members of the wife of 

the Lamb that have passed on be resurrected.  (Romans 6:3-5)  

Paul brought this all the way through; but towards the end of 

his ministry, about 60 A.D., he really began to talk about this 

baptism, making very clear what it was for.  In following Paul’s 

ministry, starting with his early years back at the beginning, we 

get it a little at a time.  And in 1 Peter, Chapter 3, even Peter 

began to recognize the association of water baptism with the 

resurrection.  Well, that has been so good—being baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ.  And if you are going to be baptized in 

water at all, that is the only scriptural way to be baptized in 
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water.  But once you get a revelation that there is a greater 

baptism, then water baptism gives way unto the greater 

baptism.  In the Book of Hebrews, Chapter 6, Paul began to talk 

about leaving the doctrine of baptisms, and of the laying on of 

hands, and of resurrection of the dead.  And he said, “Let’s go 

on to perfection.”  And that we have done!   

   God is preparing us to meet the resurrected saints.  That’s one 

of the reasons that He is letting us see what is behind us.  We’ve 

come through the church age laws.  We’ve come through the 

times of water baptism for the remission of sins.  We’ve come 

through that part of the Word in its day.  We’ve been baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ.  And now He has brought us on to 

this that you now see and hear.  He is letting us know that there 

is another baptism—and this baptism is into the body of Christ.  

It’s not showing the resurrection of the dead, because water 

baptism showed that.  This baptism is for the quickening of the 

mortal body—and we will be changed in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, to meet the Lord in the air.   

   So what we are doing is preparing ourselves for their 

resurrection and our physical translation—and now our 

spiritual mentality fits this part of the Word like a hand fits a 

glove.  The norm is for people, as they grow older, to talk in this 

manner, “I’m old; I’m going to be dying very soon.”  And 

sometimes we hear a husband and wife that have reached their 

senior years, saying, “I wonder which one of us is going to die 

first.” Even many that know about the rapture talk like that.  But 

the wife of our Lord Jesus talks about being physically 

translated, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, while others 

are preparing for death, burial, and resurrection.  That is their 

faith.  But God is preparing us now through the message of the 

trumpet sounding; getting our spirit and mind fit to walk among 

those that He has resurrected.  We will know them and be able 

to fellowship with them.  We will feel right at home with them.  

And we are going to welcome them with open arms. 
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   I can imagine seeing some of those old saints that have gone 

on that I knew years ago before we came into this final part of 

God’s plan for His Son’s wife.  This plan is made known to them 

by the sounding of this last trumpet to resurrect that part of the 

wife.  I can’t wait to grab them and hug them and welcome them; 

and along about that time, that quickening power will be on us 

so strong that it will actually change our bodies.  We won’t have 

to die because we are baptized into the body of Christ now, and 

by this message so are they.   

   According to Hebrews, Chapter 12, starting in Verse 22, and 

reading on through Verse 24, Paul began to say, “But ye are come 

unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general 

assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and 

to God the Judge of all , and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And 

to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” We’ve come 

to all these things.  We are in those surroundings right now.  

That is where we have come; and God is preparing us and 

bringing us into a spiritual mentality that lets us know that we 

are there.  Hallelujah!  We walk among angels.  In Psalm’s, 

Chapter 91, it shows that God gave His angels charge and they 

help take care of us.  Thank God for that spiritual force that 

keeps all of the other powers pushed back.  That makes us 

winners.  God made a way for us,  and that way is clear and 

clean and straight—straight is the way—and we love the straight 

way, because we don’t want to wander out here and dabble 

around in darkness.   

   I remember a time when I didn’t know what was right or what 

was wrong.  Among the different Pentecostal groups (who I 

worked with in the past, until God let me see more truth and I 

moved on further in His Word), they would say different things 

about baptism.  Some would say, “You have to be baptized using 

the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,” and they never 
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called the name.  And others would say, “Jesus is the name, so 

you have to be baptized in the name of Jesus.” And then there 

was another group that said, “You have to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ.”  (And that’s good, that was the right way, 

according to Acts 2:38)  But others would say, “You’ve got to be 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, because in some 

places in the scriptures they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord.”  Then there were some that wouldn’t baptize, but they 

would only sprinkle the convert.  All these different groups were 

fussing and arguing and they weren’t going anywhere with 

God.  But all the while, the Spirit of God was moving a people.  

And now He has moved us through two parts of the spiritual 

coming of Christ, and we have come into the third part—the 

trump of God.  The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout (that woke us up), with the voice of the archangel (that 

showed us where the brethren, Israel, fit), and with the trump of 

God (which is now sounding—and this is the time that the dead 

are going to rise). 

   So God is causing us to make the final preparation for the 

meeting of the resurrected members of the wife.  Are you ready 

to meet them and greet them?  And now we know that there is 

no force on earth greater than the Word of God that He is 

fulfilling for the time that we are in.  Every time the hand on 

God’s time-clock comes around to a certain portion of the Word 

to be fulfilled, it always comes to pass just like it says.  Amen. 

   Now we are in 1 Corinthians 15:29, and this is a scripture that 

I had been puzzled about for a long time.  In Verse 29, it begins 

to deal with baptism; showing what it is for.  The Word says, 

“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 

not at all?  why are they then baptized for the dead?”  The Mormons 

say that this scripture is saying that we can be baptized for the 

dead and it will be as though they themselves were baptized.  

But that is an error.  Actually, this scripture is letting us know 

what water baptism is all about.  See, it is for those that are going 
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by the way of the grave.  Paul explained that water baptism is 

showing death, burial, and resurrection of the saints that died 

before this last trumpet message sounds which produces a 

people that are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 

by being baptized with a spiritual baptism into the fullness of 

Christ.  And this has taken us to a new area of the Word of God 

where we are preparing to meet the resurrected saints.  We are 

not preparing to go into the grave.  We are preparing to go in the 

rapture; but first, before we go in the rapture, this Word is 

quickened—lifting us up.  And there is joy in the camp!  Praise 

God.   

   Let’s jump over to Verse 42.  It says, “So also is the resurrection 

of the dead.  It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.”  It 

is sown one way, but comes forth in another.  Like a plant; it is 

sown as a seed, but God gives it a body of its own.  The saints in 

Paul’s day were wanting to know about the resurrection.  They 

said, “How’s it going to be, Paul?  The body is already decayed.  

How is it going to resurrect?”  He said, “Thou fool.  It’s like a 

seed.  It doesn’t come forth like the seed you put in the ground.  

But it comes forth in a different body.  It’s sown in corruption 

and raised in incorruption.  It’s sown in dishonor and raised in 

glory.  It’s sown in weakness; but raised in power!”  Our 

mentality (and revelation) goes beyond how the body is sown 

and resurrected, because we are not even talking about dying 

and being resurrected; we’re talking about physical translation.  

And there is a big difference in resurrection and translation.  

There is one group of saints resurrected, and another group that 

are physically translated.  The Word tells us that when the last 

trumpet sounds, that is when those that have died will resurrect; 

and then we are going to be changed in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye.  And we are prepared already to meet those 

that come forth. 

   Remember, we are not physically translated (although we are 

already spiritually translated—Colossians 1:12-13) when they 
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come forth.  But sometimes I feel like I’m physically translated 

anyway, don’t you?  Inside I’m translated.  Those old saints that 

were laid away years ago, and some of our loved ones who 

believed the Word who passed on recently, they didn’t see all 

the Word that we see, but they saw what God was doing in their 

time period.  The powerful Word, the hands on the clock of God, 

was moving on that part of the Word, and when they died, they 

were meeting God’s qualification for that day and that hour.  

When they went down, they were right with God according to 

what they knew at the time—and that was enough to give them 

eternal life; for they were doing the will of God for their day 

before they passed from this life.  And now this message of this 

trumpet sounding brings them up.  In many cases the body has 

decayed away until nothing is left but a little dust.  But God only 

needs a little to create with—a little dust and a Word theophany 

is all He needs.  This applies to all of the wife as she is part of 

Him.   

   So Paul was showing us how the body was sown.  But I want 

you to notice how drastically his conversation changed from 

death, burial, and resurrection to translation; from death to 

victory over death.  He contrasted between it so much that we 

can’t miss it when we hear this trumpet sound.  Until this 

trumpet sounded, yes, you could count on dying.  So this 

trumpet message is not for the people that say, “I hope I live 

another two or three years.” or “I know I will be going on soon, 

but I hope I live long enough to see my grandchild grow up.  I 

hope I live that long, and then I will be ready to die.”  Well, those 

who are hearing the trumpet sounding, we’re not going to be 

ready to die; we’re ready to live; we’re ready to be physically 

translated.  Let it come!  Hallelujah!   

   It’s important for us to understand that God will take care of 

the other people that have a place in His Kingdom; even though 

they are not His Son’s wife.  This brings to mind when my wife, 

Barbara Jean, received a scripture after a sister in the Lord talked 
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to her about her little great-granddaughter.  She was worried 

about what would happen to her, and who would take care of 

her when the rapture takes place.  Barbara Jean said, “Since we 

don’t have an answer to these things, let’s put it in the hands of 

the Lord.” After she finished talking to the sister, she was 

walking through the house and the thought came to her, 

“Mother, behold thy son.  Son, behold thy mother.” We find 

Jesus saying this in John, Chapter 19, when He was on the cross, 

before He gave up His ghost and went on.  He saw his mother 

and said, “Woman, behold thy son (speaking of John, the 

disciple whom Jesus loved).  And then He said to John, “Behold 

thy mother.”  And from that point on, John brought Mary into 

his house to care for her well-being.  Jesus was making provision 

for His mother after He was gone.  And after He did this, He 

cried, “It is finished.”  God always makes provision.  What is 

going to happen to this one in tribulation?  What if this one 

doesn’t make it or that one doesn’t make it?  I tell you, “You 

make it, and leave the rest to God.”  You will never figure out 

what is going to happen to this one or what is going to happen 

to that one.  But if you have faith you say, “Lord, I put it into 

your hands, and I leave it there.”  And there will be peace, peace, 

wonderful peace!  Amen. 

   There is a great contrast in what Paul was teaching prior to 

arriving at 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 in the Word; for he was talking 

about death, burial, and resurrection, and how water baptism 

was a type of that.  And then he switched over totally to a 

prophetic part of God’s Word that says, “we shall not all sleep, 

but we shall all be changed at the last trump; for the trumpet 

shall sound, and the dead shall be raised.”  And that is where 

we are now.  And we are making preparation to entertain those 

resurrected saints.   

   Lately, I’ve had a few people tell me that certain ones that have 

gone on by the way of the grave have come to them in a dream; 

but it is not going to be a dream much longer; for we are in the 
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hour now when it is going to be a reality.  Glory to God!  We can 

say, “Come and have a meal with me.”  Because they can eat, 

they can fellowship, and they can know things about this natural 

life.  They can even have a sense of humor when they raise from 

the dead.  Jesus did.  In Luke 24:13-53, He showed this as He 

walked with the two disciples on the way to Emmaus:  The two 

disciples were walking and talking about Jesus and were sad 

about what had happened to Him, when Jesus came upon them 

and asked them why they were so sad.  They related the story 

about Jesus (not knowing this was Him that they were speaking 

to; they thought this was a stranger, because their eyes were 

holden to who this was).  And Jesus began to expound in all the 

scriptures the things concerning Himself, causing their hearts to 

burn as He talked to them along the way.  They finally arrived 

in their village, and Jesus made as though (pretended) that He 

was going on.  But they constrained Him to come in and abide 

with them.  Now we are talking about a resurrected man here!  

(We will have a body likened unto His own glorious body.  We 

are going to be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.  

He died, so that we could live.)  So Jesus finally gave in and went 

in with them.  But before they began to eat dinner, the Word was 

quickened to them—as He broke the bread and began to ask the 

blessing over it, suddenly their eyes where open and they knew 

Him!  Then Jesus disappeared.  They forgot about eating their 

dinner and they began to run back to Jerusalem lighthearted.  

(Will you be lighthearted when you see the resurrected saints?  

Will you be so happy that you can’t keep your feet on the 

ground?)  They ran all the way back to Jerusalem, telling the 

disciples that Jesus had risen.  The other disciples might have 

thought, “These men have got a hold of some new wine; we’ve 

never seen them act this way before.”  (No, they weren’t drunk 

on new wine; but it was all because Jesus, like the good 

Samaritan, had poured a little oil and wine in their wound.  And 

no longer were they sad and discouraged.)  And while they all 
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were talking, here appeared Jesus in their midst and said, 

“Children, do you have any food?”  And then He began to talk 

with them as they all ate fish and honey together.  Then He 

quickened the scripture to them which spoke of how He would 

be buried and rise again on the third day.  Then they realized, 

“What the Prophet told us would be, is here.  Here He sits; He’s 

been dead three days and nights.  He has risen, and here He is 

eating dinner with us!”   

   So God is preparing us to meet the resurrected members of the 

wife in this day, to greet them.  We’ll get together here and have 

a good time learning about one another before we go to meet 

Jesus in the air. 

   We see in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15, that Paul is bringing us 

into this.  He stopped talking about death, burial, and 

resurrection when he got to Verse 51.  He stopped talking about 

that and began talking about something different, which is now 

a reality—there’s the message that he said would be here.  

There’s the Word that he said would be here.  There’s the people 

that he said would be here.  And the angels of the Lord are here; 

we’ve come into heavenly Jerusalem.  We’ve come into Him.  

We’ve left all denominational spirits.  We don’t even like the 

smell of them.  We don’t want to get the stench of it on us.  That’s 

why we don’t go into these religious places of worship.  I’m not 

saying there’s not good people in there.  There are some good 

people and they will go right into the tribulation period and give 

their lives for the Lord.  This is seen in Revelation 12:11; it says, 

“They loved not their lives unto the death.”  But what we are 

dealing with here is the wife of the Lamb.  We’re going a 

different way than the tribulation saints.  We are going straight 

up in the air!  Glory to God!  And all the church age members 

that are a part of the body of Christ who are resurrected by this 

Word will go in the rapture.  

   Although, in the church ages this physical translation was 

unavailable to them and they went by the way of death, 
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Revelation 2:10 says, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 

thee a crown of life.”  Not until death, but unto death.  In other 

words, death was their door to eternal life.  And now they are 

resurrected and go in the rapture.  Praise God!   

   It’s similar with the foolish virgins and the tribulation saints.  

They willingly give their lives in that great tribulation period.  

They will have the understanding that the marriage has already 

taken place and the resurrected and translated wife have already 

left in a rapture.  And both groups are still here at the middle of 

the week as the great tribulation begins.  They will say, “The 

only way we can get out of here is through the channel of death.” 

So they loved not their lives unto death.  And they overcome the 

antichrist by the word of their testimony and by the blood of the 

Lamb.  That’s for the great tribulation group.  But Paul in his 

writing was pointing to a time when we wouldn’t be talking 

about going by the way of the grave.  We are talking about a 

physical translation, just after the church age saints who are to 

be part of the wife are resurrected.   

   Now let us begin reading about this in 1 Corinthians 15: Area 

51.  It changes gears completely.  There is no more talking about 

death.  We are not of the religious people that say, “I wonder 

which one of us is going to die first.”  Some husbands and wives 

make statements like that. Well, rapture isn’t even in their 

minds.  But our message is about physical translation; not 

physical death.  We are here to welcome those back from the 

grave.  We are in that hour now.  There is a trumpet sounding 

and this is what it is saying, Verse 51, “Behold, I shew you a 

mystery (Now this is entirely different.  We stop talking about 

death, burial, and resurrection.  We have gone into something 

entirely different.  There’s such a contrast there.  Watch what it 

says.); We shall not all sleep (we which are alive and remain), but 

we shall all be changed,” We’re not talking about dying and going 

in the grave and being resurrected.  We are not talking about 

being baptized to be a type of death, burial, and resurrection, 
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showing we’re going to resurrect from the dead.  No—we are 

baptized, but we’re baptized by the Spirit into the body of 

Christ.  We’ve moved on from natural baptism and the death, 

burial, and resurrection to spiritual baptism and physical 

translation.  That’s exactly what Verse 51 does.  It switches gears 

totally.  “When will it happen?”  Verse 52 tells us, “In a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump (How is it going to 

happen?): for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  So the next thing on the 

time-clock of God is the resurrection of those that have gone on 

before us.  And we are here to meet them and greet them and 

open our arms to them.  And then we will be changed into 

glorified members as they are.  And we will say, “I’m so glad to 

see you!  I missed you so bad!  But now we are together again, 

forever!”   

   Continuing with Verse 53, “For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”  Those that 

died, any corruption that might have been in their bodies died 

with them and is no more.  So we could say concerning both the 

dead and living that they shall put on immortality.  Verse 54, “So 

when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 

shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 

that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.”   Verse 55, “O 

death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of 

death is (because of) sin; and the strength of sin is (seen by) the law.”  

But we’re not under the law.  We’ve come out of the church age 

law with all its rituals and traditions into this glorious liberty of 

the wife of the Lamb. 

   In Romans, Chapter 8, it shows that we are not under the law 

of sin and death.  When we read Romans, Chapters 5-8, we see 

this clearly.  We see what the law is for, how it magnified sin; 

but we’re not under the law—we’re under grace.  We’re not 

under the law of sin and death, but we’re under the law of life.  

And then it goes on and says, Verse 57, “But thanks be to God, 
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which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Amen.  

Verse 58, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast (That’s 

what he is telling us.  When we see this, when we’re in the 

trumpet message, be steadfast.  Just keep your head on straight.), 

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 

know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

   So Paul goes through all of that; in other words, he says death 

has no sting anymore and the grave has no victory.  To us that 

are living, “O death where is your sting?”  To those who went 

on before, “O grave where is your victory?”  The grave doesn’t 

have victory over them any longer.  Why?  Because the Word 

called them from the dust of the earth and they got up.  And 

death doesn’t have any more sting over us, because the Word 

says, “We which are alive and remain shall be changed in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”   

   So we are here to greet the saints as they come forth.  Glory to 

God!   We’re here to meet the resurrected members of the wife.  

And all will be dressed in fine linen, clean and white, which is 

the righteousness of the saints.  They’ll have the same 

righteousness that we’ve got.  And if there is a lack of 

understanding, if God wants to add some understanding, He 

will do it by the Word of God, by the sounding of the trumpet 

as we’ve come to where the angels are, to where the spirits of 

just men are made perfect.  Those theophanies will be made 

complete by putting on flesh and bones in their resurrection.  

And this is total perfection for those just men.  They will know 

this last trumpet message so good when they come up, because 

they have been hearing it along with you.  They’ll say, “I was 

shouting and rejoicing while this message was being preached.”  

Amen, we’re not strangers.  We are one.  We are all members of 

the wife of the Lamb—and we are all together before we go up.  

So God bless you today.  Let us pray. 

   Heavenly Father, we bless your name and we praise your name.  I 

just pray, God, that you will take these words that we have spoken and 
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may you use them for your glory.  And may we use them for your glory.  

And may you be glorified in your saints, as the wife of the Lamb 

marches forth with this wonderful message of truth.  We ask in Jesus 

Christ’s name.  Amen.   
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