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IS THERE A GREATER THAN PAUL HERE? 
 

IN SUCH A ONE I WILL GLORY! 

 

 

   We want to begin reading in the Word of God today from the Book 

of Matthew.  I was thinking about the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John), and I thought, “The Book of John is my favorite of the 

four gospels;” but then I thought, “So is the Book of Luke.” As sure as 

we think we have a favorite, we will think of something in one of the 

other books that we can’t do without.  So we realize that we can’t leave 

any of the Word of God out.  Because what one book doesn’t say, in 

most cases one of the others will.  That is just the way the Word is 

written. 

   The Word of God is so wonderful and I appreciate it so much.  The 

four gospels tell about Jesus Christ’s earthly walk and Him being 

crucified and resurrected.  But when we get over to the Book of Acts, 

here is where Christ came back to continue the Lord's work through 

the church.  This was the first leg of His spiritual coming, which was 

in the form of the Holy Ghost, and it came on the Jewish Feast Day of 

Pentecost.  It is here that God showed the first leg of His spiritual 

coming, which was, and is, a portion of the Spirit and soul of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Then after the gift of the Holy Ghost was established in 

the hearts and minds of those Jewish believers, Christ manifested 

Himself to Paul and gave him a commission to preach a special part of 

the Word that would reveal the feminine part, or side, of Jesus Christ.  

   When Paul began to preach his message, he first went to Jerusalem, 

but the Jews sent him away (and we see this in Acts 9:29-31).  The 

reason being is because Paul’s message was for a different purpose 

than the twelve apostles’ that were to preach to Israel.  (Matthew, 

Chapter 10)  Then after Paul left Jerusalem, he began to preach mostly 

to the Gentiles, which is shown in Acts 13:42-49, although there were 

some Jews that received his message and became part of it.  And after 

his message began to go forth to the Gentiles, it became known to Paul 

by revelation that God would take from both the Jews and the Gentiles 

a special group of believers.  This began the process of creating the wife 

of the Lamb, which would not be completed until here at the end time 

at  the  second  leg  of  the  spiritual  coming  of  Christ in  His fullness, 
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shown as the Mighty Angel of Revelation, Chapter 10.  This was all 

made possible because of the first leg of the spiritual coming of Christ 

known as the gift of the Holy Ghost.  This has been Christ all along, 

but just manifesting Himself in another form.  And the bringing of His 

Word here at the end time shows the wife of the Lamb as the feminine 

part of Jesus Christ.  Compare this with Adam and Eve as Paul spoke 

in Ephesians 5:30-32. 

   So today I am going to take a text and entitle it, Is There a Greater Than 

Paul Here?  In Such a One I will Glory!  This is a very important message, 

because of the place where we have arrived, and of the time we are 

living in; for we now see Christ shining through all the members of the 

wife of the Lamb.  We are a very special group, being baptized into the 

body of Christ, and we have become members of His body, of His flesh, 

and of His bones.  

   Much of the time we talk about Paul more than any of the other 

apostles; because God selected and elected him to be the apostle to the 

early Gentile church.  He not only preached to the Gentiles, but he also 

preached to the Jews.  The Gentiles didn’t have the gospel preached to 

them prior to the calling of Paul; although, there were some Gentile 

proselytes that had come under the Law of Moses and were counted 

with the Jews.  But at the time, they didn’t know about the glorious 

gospel message of the Apostle Paul. 

   In the Book of Acts 11:19, which was getting on down the road from 

the coming of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, the twelve 

apostles that walked with Jesus Christ while He was in His earthly 

ministry went everywhere preaching the gospel to none but the Jews 

only.  But when time came for someone to reach out and bring the 

Gentiles into the family of God, God raised up Paul, whom God used 

for this purpose.  This is because the twelve Jewish apostles that 

walked with Jesus were ordained to preach to the Jews.   

   So now as God had ordained, Paul went to the different cities 

preaching his special gospel that would take away the sin of the 

believers, and free them from the law of the old covenant.  He found 

that in almost every city there was a Jewish colony.  And some of those 

Jews, as he began to fulfill his calling, would hear him; and they loved 

what Paul was preaching, because he was preaching freedom from the 

law.  He said in Galatians 5:4, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, 

whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”  So Paul 
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brought a message that would free the believers from the law.  And 

some of those Jews began to realize that the keeping of the law had 

become just a traditional and demonstrational thing and that there was 

no salvation in the law.  This they realized as they began to listen to 

what Paul preached to them about ‘a living God that could live in them 

and the Gentiles as well.’  Paul’s revelation of what happened to Jesus 

Christ on Calvary (Golgotha’s hill) took on a greater meaning, which 

broke down the middle wall of partition between the Jews and the 

Gentiles, making both people one new man.  This began to be called 

the body of Christ, where there was neither Jew nor Gentile.  

(Ephesians 2:14-18)  And when many of the Jews heard this, they began 

to come to Paul’s message of salvation.  So had Paul stayed with 

saying, “I’m the apostle to the Gentiles,” his gospel would have lost its 

relevancy; because there were Jews that were part of the wife.  This is 

brought out with great clarity in our book entitled, The Gospel for the 

Wife in Israel, in the chapter called, Is Our Gospel Relevant for the Time 

We Are In, Or Has it Become A Relic of the Past? 

   Now there is a part of God’s Word that is relevant to us for the time 

we are living in, and we must walk in the light of it.  And that is a 

thought that we want to keep in mind as we continue in this message 

today.  So let’s pray before going into the Book of Matthew, Chapter 

12.  Heavenly Father, we come praising you and thanking you for another 

privilege to be identified with you, to be identified with the Word that is being 

sent forth in this hour of time, and to be identified as the wife of the Lamb.  We 

thank you, Lord, that you counted us worthy for this, and clothed us in fine 

linen, clean and white, which is the righteousness of the saints.  Lord, we love 

you with all of our hearts.  Bless us and anoint us, the hearers of thy Word; 

we ask in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

   Here in Matthew, Chapter 12, we see Jesus healing the multitudes 

and speaking the Word of God.  I want to begin reading in Verse 38.  It 

says, “Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, 

Master, we would see a sign from thee:” These were religious people that 

were asking about a sign.  Verse 39, “But he answered and said unto them, 

An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign 

be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas (or Jonah):” Now watch 

what Jesus is calling this spirit that was upon the people that was 

moving them—‘an evil and adulterous generation, seeking a sign.’  

Verses 40-41, “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
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belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.  The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and 

shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, 

a greater than Jonas is here.”  Notice, Jesus is saying, “A greater than 

Jonas is here now.”   

   Now who was Jesus talking about?  He made it clear that He was not 

talking about Himself; because when they came to Him and called Him 

‘good master,’ He said, “Why calleth thou me good?  There is none 

good but one, and that is God.” (Matthew 19:16-17)  Do you know why 

He said this?  Because there was one above Him that determines what 

righteousness is. That is the great God, the Eternal Spirit. Thus 

showing that all our goodness is from God through Christ.  By this, we 

see that the Christ anointing of God had united with the human spirit 

and soul of Jesus, creating the Holy Ghost, which gives eternal life to 

all that hear the voice of God through the Word.   

   In Verse 42, Jesus says, “The queen of the south shall rise up in the 

judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the 

uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a 

greater than Solomon is here.”  Now the point here is that she was willing 

to travel a long distance because she had heard that Solomon had the 

wisdom of God.  She wanted to hear from God and see the wisdom of 

God manifested so much that she traveled many days through the 

desert country to see and talk to Solomon and be with him.  Notice, the 

queen of the south shall rise up in judgment against this generation 

and condemn it for rejecting the precious Word of God. 

   Now we can see that there is one greater amongst us, more than all 

the apostles and prophets.  By one Spirit, according to 1 Corinthians 

12:12-13, we were baptized into the body of Christ, and are members 

of Christ.  And this revelation has produced a body of flesh and bones, 

as God in John 1:14 put flesh and bones on the Word.  We can clearly 

see this in Ephesians 5:30-33, as we became members of His body, of 

his flesh and of his bones.  Because the one that the flesh and bones 

belongs to is here and has given the fullness of Himself in marriage by 

this trumpet message, which is showing us Christ in the earth through 

the wife of the Lamb.  So there is a greater one here!   

   Recently I had a man say to me, “You talk like you are greater than 

Paul.”  But Paul wasn’t the one that was great.  And if you get the 

revelation of what Paul preached, you will understand who the greater 
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one was.  Paul said, “I am the least of the saints of God.”  But he knew 

Christ.  He said, “It is Christ in me, the Hope of Glory!”  In Galatians 

1:24, Paul said, “And they glorified God in me.” Look, here was a 

vessel, a man that people saw God in so much that they glorified God 

in him.  And he was a man that stood in Jesus Christ’s stead.  (2 

Corinthians 5:20)  So a greater than Paul is here now.  It is Christ the 

wife of the Lamb. 

   Notice in the Book of Jonah, Chapter 3, where God sent his prophet 

to the people of Nineveh, who were heathens, to speak God’s Word 

unto them.  “As Jonah began to enter into the city, he cried out, ‘Yet 

forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.’  So the people of 

Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest of them even to the least of them.  And word of this 

happening came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 

throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  And he caused it to be proclaimed and 

published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, 

saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let 

them not feed, nor drink water:  But let man and beast be covered with 

sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: and let them turn every one from 

his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.  Who can tell 

if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger that 

we perish not?”  And God saw that they had repented and turned from 

their evil ways, so He spared the city.  It was because they received the 

Word that Jonah preached to them.  And as far as Jonah doing any 

miracles, there is none that we are aware of; but what happened to him 

was a great sign.   

   Well, a greater than Jonah is here today.  A greater than the man 

Jesus, before He was anointed, is here today.  Because Jesus, a good 

man, walked thirty years here in this earth; and He was the Word.  But 

the Word needed to be quickened, or woke up.  And when He was 

baptized of John the Baptist in the River of Jordan, the fullness of Christ 

came into Him and was joined to Him; and from that moment on, He 

was called Jesus the Christ.  Then He could say, “It is not me that doeth 

the work; but it is the anointing (my Father) that doeth the work.”  It is 

God!  And Jesus said, “And call thou me not good (or righteous); 

because there is only one that can determine whether I am righteous or 
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not.”  So He said, “There is none good except the Father and those that 

He gives His righteousness unto.  From hence comes all goodness.”  

   It is the same thing today—“Don’t call me righteous.”  I mentioned 

earlier about the man saying, “You talk like you are greater than Paul.”  

No, I don’t think that.  And furthermore, Paul was not great at all; but 

it was the one within him that was great—Christ.  To show you about 

Paul, let’s take a look at Acts, Chapter 21; because it is here that we see 

that God just pulled His Spirit back from him and let him go up to 

Jerusalem to visit James and the elders.  And when Paul met him, 

James wrapped him around his little finger and said, “Paul, you see 

how many thousands of Jews that are here and they all believe in Jesus 

and are very zealous of the Law of Moses.  They will hear that you have 

come; so do this that we tell you.”  And James began to give Paul some 

instructions on how to be accepted by the Jewish believers, telling him 

to partake of their rituals of purification and also get a sacrifice offering 

for himself.  And Paul went along with it.  But God only let him go far 

enough to show that Paul was not the great one, but that it was Christ 

that was the great one.  Paul went through the seven days of 

purification and would have gotten a sacrifice offering for himself, 

when one of the men recognized Paul as ‘the man that was going about 

preaching to the Jews that they were no longer under the Law of 

Moses;’ and those righteous law-keeping Jews would have killed Paul, 

but God had soldiers to come in and get him.  And then Paul was taken 

from one prison to another, and eventually was put on a ship bound 

for Rome.  And in Acts 23:11 we see the will of God for Paul; for it says, 

“And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, 

Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness 

also at Rome.”  And on the way to Rome, I am sure that Paul did some 

serious thinking and praying.   

   In Acts, Chapters 27 and 28, while Paul was getting ready to board 

the ship to Rome, he gave a message to the shipmaster not to leave port 

because of the oncoming weather.  But the shipmaster didn’t give heed 

to Paul, setting sail anyway.  Then here came the storm.  That old ship 

was just reeling and rocking.  They were all praying and fasting.  They 

hadn’t eaten anything in fourteen days.  They hadn’t seen the sun.  

They were in bad shape physically.  And while Paul was below deck 

praying, an angel of the Lord came to him with a message.  Paul went 

and told the shipmaster, “This ship is going to be destroyed; but the 
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angel of the Lord stood by me this day and told me that all who stay 

aboard would be saved.” This time, the shipmaster saw the life of the 

message that Paul gave him before leaving port.  The shipmaster 

heeded the Word of the Lord, and told his crew to cut the life boats (in 

other words, don’t trust in the natural things to save you).  I tell you, 

sometimes the old ship gets to shaking; and God lets it shake.  But all 

that look to Him, being in Him, all that have faith—don’t worry about 

it.  Your natural ship and everything around you might get torn up, 

but God will bring you to the shore. 

   So according to the Word of the Lord that was brought by an angel, 

Paul and all the others survived the shipwreck and landed on an 

Island.  Here, Paul was gathering sticks and a serpent bit him.  And 

apparently it was one of those kind that is very poisonous, that a 

person could die within seconds of being bit; because the Bible says, 

“When he should have fallen dead immediately, he just shook it off in 

the fire and went about picking up the sticks.”  And when the people 

saw that a serpent had bitten him, they said amongst themselves, “This 

man is a criminal and he escaped the sea; but vengeance got him 

anyway.”  Well, they waited.  And when he should have fallen dead 

and he didn’t, they said, “He is not a criminal, he is a god.”  And the 

chief of the Island just happened to be sick, and Paul went unto him 

and laid his hands on him and healed him.  Then the others of the 

Island came for healing.  The thing is, Christ was the one that was 

doing these miracles! 

   So does Ben Howard think he is greater than Paul?  Well, I think we 

are equal with Paul.  Because Paul was not the great one; the great one 

was the one that Paul pointed us to.  He said, “I was taken into the 

third heaven and saw things that are not lawful to speak about.”  He 

said, “I have had all these things happen to me; but I am nothing.”  He 

knew where the power was.  He knew it was Christ.  And anytime you 

look at any human being and want to say how great they are, or how 

small they are, you are looking at the wrong thing, and you are going 

to come up with the wrong answer.  There is only one that is great; and 

that is Christ—He is the answer!   

   Therefore, we must understand that God set in the church the 

ministry.  And yes, there was much attention put on the ministry while 

God was bringing it out of the Dark Ages, because people had to have 

earthly leadership; because Christ had not come in His fullness yet, as 
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seen in Revelation, Chapter 10.  There was given a fivefold ministry for 

the perfecting of the saints; but, when we passed the till of Ephesians 

4:13, the ministry took on another roll (went into another form) that 

caused the ministers to preach a message that is relevant inside the 

body of Christ as helpers to all the other members, as they become one 

with the ministry.  And now all the members are helpers of one 

another.   And since we have passed the till in Ephesians 4:13, we came 

unto the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (becoming Christ the 

wife); being no longer tossed to and fro, and every member supplying 

spiritual things that the body needs.  Now that is when we are seeing 

Christ in His fullness.  And if we see anything besides Christ, we are 

looking at the wrong thing, we are looking at a mirage, something that 

is not real.  But it is Christ in us, the Hope of Glory!  And now He is not 

only in us, but we are in Him, as we are the Lamb’s wife.  Here we see 

a great truth at the revealing of the wife of the Lamb, because we see 

the body of Christ in another form, clothed in fine linen, clean and 

white, as we have been made members of His body, of His flesh, and of 

His bones, which is the righteousness of God.   

   Prior to coming up to this time of our marriage, in the Book of 2 

Corinthians, Chapter 11, Paul had to warn the espoused virgin about 

the serpent.  He says in Verse 3, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the 

serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ.”  Now watch; Paul was bringing the 

message that was relevant to what the Spirit of Christ was doing then.  

He even went as far as to say, “If anyone preaches anything different 

than what I am preaching, let him be accursed.”  (Galatians 1:8-9)  Well, 

that didn’t apply to Peter, James, and John, because Paul was talking 

about those in the realm of the virgin that he was sent to in order to 

espouse a bride to the Lord Jesus Christ.  God lifted Paul up and used 

him to be the voice for that purpose.  God was vindicating, “I have sent 

this man.  You listen to what he has to say; and if you do, I will bless 

you.”  But Paul didn’t point them to himself by saying, “Look what I 

can do!”  No, he always gave all the glory to God.  Yes, sometimes God 

uses us to be a voice.  And He puts some stature (puts teeth) behind 

that voice; and it is recognized that this is Christ.  This is God’s way of 

making the Christ anointing great. 
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   In the days of Paul’s ministry, there were many of the preachers 

claiming they were more qualified than Paul to lead the church, and 

they were bragging about things that they thought would show them 

to be superior to Paul, whom God ordained to be the apostle to espouse 

the virgin to Jesus Christ.  But Paul was the one that God was using to 

glorify Christ.  Therefore, Paul thought it was necessary to show some 

of the things that he suffered for the name of Jesus Christ by speaking 

of things that he called folly.  And that folly was in the will of God in 

order to stop the gainsayers from hindering the work of God.  Paul was 

the one God was using.  But some others that heard Paul, they wanted 

to claim leadership and even take the preeminence over God’s plan.  

They had the wrong spirit; and they didn’t know that what Paul was 

saying were the Words of Christ. 

   We find this in Acts, Chapter 20, where Paul said, “The Lord has 

shown me that He is going to take me home.  But there are men among 

you right now, and just as soon as I am gone, they will rise up and 

draw disciples after themselves.” In the Book of 2 Thessalonians 2:7, he 

tells about this as being the spirit of iniquity.  And this spirit came from 

the great Lucifer who God said ‘was perfect in all his ways, until 

iniquity was found in him.’  God had allowed Lucifer certain freedom 

to think.  And he began to think like this, “I can take all this power.  I 

will raise my throne above the stars of God.”  (Isaiah, Chapter 14, and 

Ezekiel, Chapter 28)  Right then and there, iniquity was found in him.  

And ever since that time, iniquity has been working in religious ways 

to hinder God’s plan.   

   In Matthew 7:22-23, Jesus said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 

devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?” (In other words, 

they were saying something like this, “Lord, you sure couldn’t have 

done it without us.”) “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 

depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  Yes, there are those that preach 

healing; but if you believe the Word, it doesn’t matter if you read it, or 

hear it read, or how you get it.  If you believe the Word ‘by His stripes 

ye were healed’ that is the life of the Word healing you, and not the 

one reading the Word to you.  So they preached this, and there were 

people that got healed.  But that spirit of iniquity in them caused them 

to lift themselves up, to build a university or some denomination, to 

build something in their own name.  There is only one name that the 
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wife of the Lamb is interested in, and it is the name of our Husband 

and our King, the Lord Jesus Christ; and we are going to sit by His side 

as His Christ.   

   This brings to mind the scripture in Revelation 11:15, where it speaks 

about ‘the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of the 

Lord and His Christ.’  Are we His Christ?  Yes, we are.  And that is 

where the works come from; not from man—even though God uses 

human vessels; for He put this treasure in earthen vessels.  But if that 

earthly vessel begins to feel like they are the one doing it, then God will 

let them know that He is the one, and it is not them. 

   When looking at Paul, we see that he was given so much revelation 

of the Word of God; and God knew that he would need something to 

keep him humble as a human vessel, lest he should get exalted.  I say 

this, because Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:7, “And lest I should be exalted 

above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to 

me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 

exalted above measure.”  Then in Verses 8-9, he goes on to say, “For this 

thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  And he said 

unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me.”  In other words, this was for Paul’s 

own good.  The Word says that ‘the trying of our faith is more precious 

than pure gold’ and ‘tribulation worketh patience; and patience 

worketh hope, and hope maketh not ashamed.’  This helps us to think 

right.  We realize we are human beings who are members of His body, 

and we have the mind of Christ.  We don’t have the mind of the 

Almighty God; but we have the mind of Christ, and we know that it is 

Him that helps us.  So we can say, “A greater than Adam is here.  A 

greater than Enoch is here.  A greater than Abraham is here.  A greater 

than Jonah is here.  A greater than Elijah is here.  A greater than Moses 

is here.  A greater than Peter is here.  A greater than Paul is here.  A 

greater than all the apostles is here.  And that greater one is Christ!”  

Even Jesus was saying, “It is not me that doeth the work; these are not 

my words, but it is the words of my Father through His Christ.” 

   Now we are seeing what the body of Christ is in all its glory.  It is like 

Peter walking down the street with his shadow passing over the sick 

and them being healed by the power of God.  It is like Paul preaching 

all night and a man falling out of a window and being killed; and Paul 
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just laid himself on him, and he was raised back to life.  It is like Paul 

on that ship that wrecked and the angel of the Lord came to him and 

said, “Paul, don’t worry, the ship is going to be torn up; but everyone 

that stays on board will be saved.”  It is like when a serpent bit him, 

and he didn’t worry; he just shook it off into the fire.  That is Christ.  

And when he went to the sick chief on the Island and laid hands on the 

man, he rose up completely healed.  Was that Paul?  No, it wasn’t Paul; 

because Paul just proved over at Jerusalem with James, in Acts, 

Chapter 21, who he was.  Paul was a good man, in the sense of 

goodness in the human realm.  But he wanted to blend with that 

denominational system a little bit, and did he ever get into trouble.  

Paul went through the seven days of purification; but he didn’t get 

purified there, he got purified on the way to Rome.  And while he was 

in Rome under house arrest, he wrote the Book of Ephesians, and the 

other books; saying such things as, ‘we were with Him (God) before 

the foundation of the world,’ and ‘God has revealed to us mysteries 

that have been kept secret before the world was.’  And he began to 

reveal that ‘inside the body of Christ, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither male nor female; but in Christ we are one.’ 

   Let’s go back to 2 Corinthians, Chapter 11, and pick up in Verse 4.  

Here Paul says, “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we 

have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, 

or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.”  

Then in Verse 5, he says, “For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very 

chiefest apostles.” Here Paul is showing what God is doing through him.  

Then when he is finished, he says, “I am a fool for doing this; for this 

is foolish talk.”  But because the people were looking for that, he was 

showing them how foolish it was.  He said, “I have become a fool in 

glorying.  If I am going to glory at all (Verses 29 and 30 says it), I will 

glory in my infirmities.”  If we are going to glory in something, are we 

going to lift the preacher up?  No, we say, “There is not a great one 

among us, except Christ.”  Yes, in the sense of what Paul had to do, I 

honor him.  The Bible says to give honor to those that give us the Word.  

But always glorify Christ! 

   Continuing on with Verse 6, “But though I be rude in speech, yet not in 

knowledge; but we have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all 

things.”  There were some saying, “I have heard that Paul doesn’t talk 

good; he doesn’t say his words right.”  But Paul said, “Try me in 
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knowledge.”  Now I want to make this point, he was only doing this 

to cut off the occasion for the boasting of the false preachers.  Verse 7, 

“Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, 

because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?”  In Verses 8-13, 

Paul goes on to say, “I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do 

you service.  And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable 

to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from 

Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being 

burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.  As the truth of Christ is in 

me, no man shall stop me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia. Wherefore?  

because I love you not? God knoweth.  But what I do, that I will do, that I may 

cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they 

may be found even as we.  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.”   

   So what are false apostles?  Those that deny this trumpet message 

that is now sounding forth.  (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)  Those that are 

boastful.  Those that say, “Look what we have done.  You ought to 

come to our meetings.”  One preacher that came to our area, put up 

posters saying, “Are you sick; are you weary; are you discouraged?  

Then these services are for you!  Come and let us pray for you; and 

watch the power of God fall!” Well, I am not concerned with such talk.  

But I am concerned about Christ in my life—being baptized into Him.  

I am concerned about people seeing nothing but Christ and Christ 

alone.  Amen. 

   Verses 13-14, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself is 

transformed into an angel of light.”  Lucifer was the angel of light; but 

now he has to transform himself.  See, that pretending is of the devil, 

all the way through.  Be what you are.  Say it like this, “If there is any 

good thing that comes from me, it is from Christ.” And if someone is 

an apostle of Christ, they will be quick to tell you, “I am nothing of my 

own self; He is everything.  I know nothing, but He knows everything; 

and I draw from His knowledge.”  They will always say, “These words 

are not my words, but the words of Him that sent me!”   

   That has been the theme all the way through.  When we see goodness 

in a man, we keep it right, and we say, “That is a good person, and I 

respect them.”  But when we put it in the realm of salvation, Christ is 

our righteousness and all the glory goes to Christ.   So when we are in 
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Christ, then we get the same glory He has, because He prayed to the 

Father, “Give them the glory that thou hast given to me.”  (John 17:22)  

But you have to be in Christ and recognize Him.  And not a single 

denomination has done that.  They are operating and led by the spirit 

of iniquity, all of them, exception zero. 

   Notice Verse 14 again, “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 

into an angel of light.”  Verses 15-17, “Therefore it is no great thing if his 

ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end 

shall be according to their works.  I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if 

otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little.  That which 

I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence 

of boasting.”  Now watch, Paul is saying, “I don’t speak this after the 

Lord; but I am talking now.  You have forced me into saying this 

because some of you are getting your eyes on some of this junk that is 

going on out there.  Now I am going to boast a little; but it is not of the 

Lord.  But I have got to say this to let you see that they are glory 

seekers.”  Verses 18-21, “Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory 

also.  For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise.  For ye suffer, if 

a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a 

man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face.  I speak as concerning 

reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I 

speak foolishly,) I am bold also.”  Do you see what Paul is saying?  “I am 

not speaking this after the Lord; but I am speaking foolishly.” Then 

why was he doing it?  Look back at Verse 12, “But what I do, I do to 

cut off occasion to the flesh; because that is the way they go—so I am 

going to put a roadblock there.  If they want to say, ‘I am this or that,’ 

let them look at this before they start saying it.” 

   Verses 22-23, “Are they Hebrews? so am I.  Are they Israelites? so am I. 

Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak 

as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 

prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.”  He is saying, “Put that out in the 

road and let the people look at that.”  See, God lifts up certain things 

that His Word will be glorified.  And sometimes we bring these things 

out and those that want to brag about their ministry find themselves 

feeling ashamed.  Verses 24-26, “Of the Jews five times received I forty 

stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 

suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings 

often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
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countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;” And that is 

the worst of all, the false brethren.  They come in and say, “I am with 

you, Paul.  I am standing with you brother, preach it.”  Paul said about 

these, “They are sitting right in the congregation.”  Didn’t he get bold 

and speak his heart?  He said, “There are men right among you now 

and they are going to rise up to draw disciples after themselves.  But 

while this ministry is here, blazing forth, shining forth the glory of 

Christ, they have to set back and wait.  But when I say that God is 

taking me home, they begin to rejoice.  They can’t wait, because they 

want to be the first one to say, ‘I am here to take Paul’s place.’”  Do you 

see what he was saying?  Verses 27-33, “In weariness and painfulness, in 

watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  

Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the 

care of all the churches.  Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, 

and I burn not?  If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern 

mine infirmities.  The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is 

blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.  In Damascus the governor under 

Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to 

apprehend me:  And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, 

and escaped his hands.”  Over and over, Paul brought forth these things, 

and let us know, “I am speaking as a fool here.  But what I do, that I do 

to cut off an occasion to the flesh.”  Why does he have to bear down on 

it?  Because he is in the foundation realm and not in the fullness realm.  

He had to keep bearing down, and he almost had to take a stick to them 

to keep them in line.  But that doesn’t apply to the fullness of the body 

of Christ; because we are not there.  We have come into a different time 

and a different place where Christ has come down in the fullness of 

His Spirit in Revelation, Chapter 10.  We were baptized into His body 

as we ate the little book, and we are in perfect unity and we are 

prophesying again.  And that again doesn’t necessarily mean that we 

are saying it again, but we are bringing to pass that which was 

prophesied—“We which are alive and remain are not going to die; but 

we will be changed.”  

   Do you see that there is a greater than Paul here?  A greater than 

William Branham is here. There is a fivefold ministry; and it has 

brought us to the place where we came into the unity as we entered 

into the fullness of the body of Christ.  And if you see anything besides 
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Christ, you are in trouble.  Yes, there are apostles.  But when you look, 

here comes Christ; not some man, but the members of His body, of His 

flesh, and of His bones. 

   God bless you.  Do you love Him with all your heart?  So if someone 

says, “Ben thinks he is greater than Paul,” then they just don’t realize 

that ‘that greater one’ is not Ben.  Paul could have said, “There is a 

greater than me here.”  Jesus said, “There is a greater than Jonah here, 

there is a greater than Solomon here, there is a greater than Moses here, 

because the greater is Christ.”  He said, “Calleth thou me not good; 

only the Father in heaven is good.”  Can you see it?  What does that tell 

us?  It tells us to walk humbly before Him, look to Him, and let Him 

lead us and guide us in all truth.  Let us pray. 

   Heavenly Father, in the glorious name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we come 

now to you.  And as usual, Lord, I could have brought many other scriptures 

in here.  But I pray that you will take these words, knowing that you can take 

them and quicken the scriptures, even those that I didn’t even use today, and 

bring to their minds something that is so wonderful, that this will be a great 

light.  Yes, there is a greater than Paul here.  Yes, there is a greater than all 

twelve apostles here.  Yes, it is Christ; and He is leading us and guiding us, 

and we are baptized into His body and we have His mind.  Take these words, 

Lord, and use them for your glory, we pray.  Amen. 
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