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What to Bring to a Back to School Stuff Swap 

While Stuff Swaps are a great way to save money, build community, and protect the 

planet, the heart of the event is the Stuff! Here are just few guidelines and ideas to keep in 

mind as you and your friends are packing up your items to bring to the Stuff Swap.  

 

Clothes, Clothes, Clothes 

Pretty much any kind of clothing is great at a Stuff Swap as long as it’s in good 

condition. While a missing button shouldn’t necessarily keep something out of the 

swap pile, please leave any ripped, stained or otherwise-falling-apart items at 

home.  

 

 

 

 

 

School Stuff 

With Back to School season upon us, consider bringing gently-used school supplies 

that still have some life in ‘em.  
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 Jackets  & Cold-Weather Gear 

 Shoes 

 Hats 

 Sweaters and Sweatshirts  

 Jeans and pants 

 Shorts 

 Skirts and dresses 

 T-shirts and tops 

 Swimsuits 

 Costumes  & Dress up Clothes 

 Backpacks and School Bags 

 Lunchboxes and Reusable Water Bottles 

 Pens and Markers 

 Books 

 Arts and Crafts Supplies 

 Rulers, Protractors, Compasses 

 Folders and Binders 

 Calculators 

 Notebooks 

 Cleared USB drives 
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Beyond Stuff  

Remember that you’re not limited to just Stuff. Feel free to bring tickets to museums or 

movies that you can’t make use of, easy and healthy lunch and dinner recipes, or 

anything else that strikes your fancy! 

 

A few words on Toxics… 

Since real-live-people will be using the Stuff you bring, we encourage you to avoid 

bringing stuff you know contains toxic chemicals, for example water bottles with BPA, 

backpacks with PVC, or leaded paints.  
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