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              atop Morse-Kelly Playground  
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http://www.bringingnaturehome.net/ 
Inviting the  creatures whose homes we destroyed 
from planting non-native species back in our cities 
and towns.  

http://www.bringingnaturehome.net/


Non-native plants do not support 
our ecosystems and biodiversity 
because non-native plants are toxic 
to our insect pollinators on whom 
all life depends. 
  
No insects no world. 



 “If we continue to landscape the way we 
landscape predominantly with alien 
plants that are toxic to insects- the most 
important herbivores in our ecosystem-
we may witness extinction on a scale 
that exceeds what occurred when a 
meteor struck the Yucitan Penninsula at 
the end of the Cretaceous period.” 
  
-Doug Tallamy 



Motivation:  







If we do not plant native 
flora we rob ourselves and 
our children of the innate 
joy, curiosity, and discovery 
of  experiencing  nature. 



No Milkweed 





No Monarchs 



These specialized relationships 
are mostly the rule not the 
exception. 





















Location: Adjacent to the Summer 
Street sidewalk at the Morse-Kelley 

Playground  



 
 

Existing Conditions 
  

        

         

        

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    

 



Examples of possible plantings:  
 The City Hall Pollinator Garden 



 
Project Description 
1) Describe the project, including the project location and the property 
involved. 
The project is a pollinator garden pocket park on the Summer Street side of 
Morse-Kelley Playground. The City of Somerville owns this property. 
 
2)Why is this project needed? How does it preserve and enhance the 
character of Somerville? What populations will it serve? 
Our native pollinator populations are in decline because of pesticide use in 
agribusiness, cell towers, light pollution and the way we landscape. It is estimated that 
90% non-native plant species are used in our gardens and public parks. Landscaping 
this way means we have taken away the habitat, food source, and areas of reproduction 
of pollinators. If pollinators cannot eat and reproduce they die. If we give them back 
their homes by planting species indigenous to the are (pre 1492), then they will live. 
All plants produce toxins when they are attacked (eaten).. Throughout the course of 
evolution pollinators become immune to the toxins of a specific plant. In order for their 
larvae to survive, pollinators will need to lay their eggs on the plants whose toxins they 
are immune to. 
An example of this is the Monarch butterfly. Monarchs can only survive on plants in the 
milkweed family. Monarch butterflies must lay their eggs on these plants that their 
larvae will feed on in order to pupate. Simply put: No milkweed, no Monarchs. 
When we plant non native plants our native pollinator species cannot survive because 
they cannot procreate. If our native pollinators die out, all the birds and animals that 
depend on them for food and pollination of food die as well. 



 
 
 
We need this project and more like it to address the current pollinator decline crisis. 
We also need this project to address the crisis of the human disconnect to nature. 
Natural surroundings is needed for our mind and body health. Natural spaces clean the 
air, relieve our stress and make us happy. The wonder and beauty that nature provides 
is essential to who we are. We do better when we share our spaces with the rest of the 
creatures. 
Somerville’s character is evolving into one of sustainability, environmental awareness 
and creating community. Creating sustainable green spaces that we can build together 
and share with each other guides us in that direction... 
The project provides sanctuary from the hubbub of city life. It is a passive space for 
people to sit, contemplate and enjoy the surroundings. It provides an educational 
opportunity to learn about pollinators to plant relationships, sustainable landscaping and 
the importance of ecosystems. 
This project serves all the residents of Somerville who want to come by and enjoy the 
space. 



 
 
 
 
3)How does the project meet the general and category-specific priorities 
outlined in the Community Preservation Plan, including how the project 
incorporates sustainable building practices and design? 
 

This project supports Somervision’s goals of becoming sustainable, adding more green 
space, forwarding us on our goal to carbon neutrality, creating community projects that 
strengthen our bonds and brings us together, making gathering spaces that serve 
everyone. 
 
Sustainability: 
We are planting a drought tolerant garden with native flowers,shrubs and trees. 
We are creating and ecosystem not just putting plants in. Ecosystems become self 
sustaining and foster wildlife and biodiversity of species. 
We are planting with succession in mind. Anticipating how this project will evolve over 
the course of 5 years enable us to choose the correct trees and plants for the changing 
environment. For example if we are planting a perennial near a sapling, we must 
consider the perennial shade tolerance in the coming years. Or if we want to keep 
certain areas sunny we may choose to install a small tree or large shrub instead of a 
larger tree that would block more light. 
We are requesting funds to consult with a design firm specializing in green infrastructure 
and Low Impact Design (stormwater capture) to see what else we can do to keep to 
have it be even more sustainable. 
In redesigning this space atop Morse Kelley Playground, we are creating an accessible 
and useable space for passive recreation, as well as turning this open space into a 
nature preserve. Currently it is a drought area for native flora and fauna. We also wish 
to include the Artisan's Asylum in designing signage (or helping us make signage)for 
identification and informative purposes. This will be a space of beauty and wonder. 



Measuring Success - The goals of this project is to: 
Transform underused city space into a native plantings place where pollinators can live, 
eat and reproduce. 
Create a passive recreational area where residents can be reconnect with nature and 
receive the benefits nature gives. 
With signage and classes, create a space of learning about ecosystems and the 
importance and pride of being a land steward. 
We will be measuring success, by coordinating and providing a list of volunteers who 
will help on this project, updating you regularly and sending pictures on the project 
status, and inviting you to see and participate in construction. 
 
Financial 
This project is to be created by the community. We have a basic design, but will ask the 
community to share ideas and help construct it. 
Tori Antonino and David Falk (ecological landscape contractors in Somerville) worked 
on determined cost of materials, and consultants. Arn Franzen’s help was indeliable. 
The project will not require funding over multiple years. 



Project Management: 
Green and Open Somerville is a community group dedicated to creating and preserving 
open space. We were formed 2 years ago and are working with the aldermen, 
developers, and the city to keep and add as much green space possible in the 
redevelopment process and in the new zoning. 
The space to the left of the steps at City Hall was created by Green and OPen 
Somerville. This is of course at the end of the season. It is a successive garden and will 
continue to grow. 
The role of the project manager will be to acquire materials, organize the volunteers, 
stay connected with the city, and help construct the park. 
The feasibility of the project is 100% 
No known barriers. 
Ongoing maintenance will be a combination of the Somerville’s Land Stewards and the 
DPW. 
 
Accessibility: 
We will provide space for those with mobility issues. We will make our path accessible 
from the sidewalk, wide enough with ADA approved materials for traveling on the path. 
 
 
 
 



  Morse Kelley Butterfly Garden  Cost Estimate Breakdown     

    

  Soft costs:   

  1) Engineering and Grading Design of ADA path  $    1,000.00  

  2)  Sustainable infrastructure/ Landscape Design consultation   $    2,000.00  

  Total:  $    3,000.00  

    

  Construction:   

  1) Topsoil and compost  $1,000  $    1,000.00  

  2) Installation of ADA accessible path $3,400  $    3,400.00  

  3) Plant material  $    4,000.00  

  4)  Stone bench,  boulders for seating and viewing  $    1,600.00  

  (Stone bench similar to Morse Kelley bench) Total:  $  10,000.00  

    

  

Total 
Estimate:  $13,000.00  

                    



Thank you for your consideration, 
Tori Antonino 
David Falk 
Renee Scott 
City of Somerville 
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