
Traffic Commission Meeting Minutes 

March 10, 2022 

 

Meeting was held virtually on Thursday March 10, 2022 at 5:30pm 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/199691429  (Please click this link to attend the virtual 

meeting)   

Attendance:  Lt. Rymill, Lena Webb, Thomas Graney, Beatriz Gomez-Mouaked, Jill Lathan 

Staff:  Suzanne Rinfret, Laura Accaputo, Jacqueline Stagnari, Brad Rawson, Adrienne Pomeroy, 

Brian Postlewaite, Reebee Garofalo     

Meeting Ground Rules: 

1. Listen to the other side 

2. Focus on issues, not personalities 

3. Avoid questioning motives 

4. Be polite 

 

The Chair went over the meeting ground rules, noted the meeting was being recorded and called 

the meeting to order at 5:45pm. She instructed the secretary to conduct a roll call vote for 

attendance 

 

Lt. Rymill – present 

Lena Webb - present 

Thomas Graney – present 

Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – present 

Chair Jill Lathan - present 

 

The Chair asked the secretary to conduct a roll call vote on each item. 

 

Item #1 – Acceptance of Minutes from the January 13, 2022 Traffic Commission Meeting 

A Motion to Approve was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor Gomez-Mouakad.  The 

secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas 

Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

 

Item #2 – Request for Handicapped Parking 

a) 42 Garrison Av 

b) 186 Lowell St 

 

• Adrienne Pomeroy stated she reviewed both locations and recommends approval of both 

 

c) 15 Parker St (currently has an HP space, asking to move the location) 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/199691429


• Adrienne Pomeroy stated she reviewed this request, the applicant asked to have her space 

moved to the side of her property at 5-9 Fremont Av and she recommends approval 

A Motion to Approve Item#2 a, b, and c was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor 

Gomez-Mouakad.  The secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena 

Webb – approve, Thomas Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The 

motion carries 4-0. 

Item #3 –   Request to modify the curb regulations on the west side of Cross St from #45 to 

Everett Ave. Currently, there are two spaces that are designated as 2 hour except by permit and 

two spaces that are designated as a loading zone from 8am to 6pm, Monday through Saturday. 

The proposal would convert all four spaces to school drop-off from 7:45-8:15am, loading from 

8:15am-2:15pm, school pick-up from 2:15-2:45pm, loading from 2:45-6pm, and residential 

permit parking only at all other times on Monday through Friday. On Saturday, all four spaces 

would be loading from 8am-6pm and residential permit parking only at all other times. 

 

• Brad Rawson explained OSPCD Mobility Dept along with several other departments 

have been working with the ESCS to improve safety at morning and afternoon pick up 

and drop off.  The school is asking for regulations that will provide more predictability 

during peak periods.   

• Lena Webb asked about signage and how these new restrictions will be communicated 

and Suzanne Rinfret explained a pick up drop off sign will be installed in conjunction 

with the existing signage to easily distinguish when you can and cannot park, the signage 

will be as clear as possible. 

• Lena Webb stated her support for the item and believes it will also help to alleviate the 

issue of people pulling up onto sidewalks and in bike lanes to drop off and this will help 

everyone trying to navigate the area. 

• Councilor Gomez-Mouakad asked if a notification could be sent to the school outlining the 

parking changes to ensure the parents are informed and Brad Rawson stated his team will make 

sure that school administration, the PTA, Councilor McLaughlin and other stakeholders are aware 

of these changes.  Councilor Gomez-Mouakad clarified she would like the team to send a visual 

graphic showing the changes as the language is difficult to understand and Brad agreed and stated 

his team will be happy to produce the graphic and be sure the TC gets a copy.  

• Lt. Rymill stated he is dealing with a similar situation at another school where parents are 

disregarding the signs and the police are being called in and Brad Rawson stated the team is 

working to bring this type of predictability to all the schools. 

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor Gomez-Mouakad.  The 

secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas 

Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

Item #4 – Request to lengthen the proposed bus stop on the south side of Broadway at Wallace 

St by an additional 20 feet, requiring the conversion of a parking space that is currently 2 hour 

except by permit. 

 

• Brad Rawson explained the MBTA is looking to align the east and west bound bus stops 

and in order to be ADA compliant at this location they are proposing to do some 



substantial reworking of the curbs and ramps, in order to make the grades work they will 

need a curb extension.  This will improve pedestrian safety at a high risk crosswalk.  In 

doing so the bus will have to start its approach to the curb from further back and will 

require the elimination of one parking space. 

• Lena Webb stated her support and noted the difficulties getting off and on a bus for those 

with mobility issues. 

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Thomas Graney.  The secretary 

conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas Graney – 

approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

 

Item #5 – Request for a Loading Zone at 1060 Broadway (beside the garage entrance) 24 hours, 

20-minute commercial and 5-minute passenger  

 

• Brad Rawson explained with the redevelopment of the old Powder House School 

residents of the new building along with Councilor Pineda Neufeld, have requested 

curbside access for loading of commercial goods and for passenger pick up and drop off.  

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Thomas Graney, 2nd by Lena Webb.  The secretary 

conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas Graney – 

approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

 

Item #6 – Informational Item, no vote required 

152-158 Broadway will be added to the list of properties ineligible for parking permits per new 

zoning requirements 

 

• The Chair read the item into the record, there was no discussion on the item. 

 

Item #7 – Presentation of the 2022 Outdoor Seating Licensing Process, with specific focus on 

parklets (Outdoor Seating located on the roadway), including the displacement of parking spaces 

and the relocation of loading & ADA spaces. 

 

• Brian Postlewaite, Director of Engineering, explained the Administration has allowed 

emergency outdoor seating for the past 2 years in order to keep restaurants running 

during the pandemic.  This presentation is to provide an update of the program and how it 

will be carried forward with the pandemic winding down.  Some key highlights of the 

program for 2022 are to improve accessibility for disabled residents, safety of pedestrians 

and restaurant patrons, and to create a more clear and understandable process for 

applications.  Seating in the parking lane of the roadway has been a huge success, 

especially when it was set on platforms as this improved accessibility and kept the 

sidewalk available for pedestrians without being squeezed around seating.  He noted the 

downside is the loss of parking spaces but this was a favorable trade off in the business 

districts.  Working in conjunction with many city departments, the disability commission 

and the licensing commission they have developed a new set of rules for how to run these 

parklets more safely for 2022 and hopefully for years to come.  He thanked the 

commission for giving the Administration the authority to manage the program and make 



changes as needed but believes going forward they should go to the commission for 

approval of any changes in parking regulations.  Before moving on to Item #8 he asked if 

there were any questions. 

• Lt.  Rymill mentioned a specific location in Davis Square in front of Mikey’s Restaurant 

and asked if that lane was blocked off for safety purposes at this point.  Brian explained 

the outdoor seating expired on 12/31/21 but since there are going to be safety 

improvements made, they did not want to open the lane back up only to close it down 

again.   

• Chair Lathan asked for clarification of the process with regards to relocation of ADA 

spaces and Brian explained for the past 2 years if a parklet was placed in an accessible or 

handicapped parking space Mobility, Engineering and Parking worked to find an 

alternative location for the space that still met the needs of the disability community.   He 

does not believe many accessible spaces have had to be moved and does not anticipate 

many will have to be moved in the future but it is a possibility and they want to be 

prepared for it.  He also noted the parklet would be denied if an alternative location could 

not be found for the accessible space. 

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor Gomez-Mouakad.  The 

secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas 

Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

Item #8 – Request for a general/blanket approval for a parklet to occupy a parking space 

(metered, time limited and/or permitted) immediately in front of any restaurant with an approved 

outdoor seating (parklet) license from the Licensing Commission. Any parklet that would require 

relocating loading, bus or ADA curb space would require a separate Traffic Commission hearing 

to adjust that regulated space to be a standard parking space that could then be occupied by the 

general/blanket approval. 

 

• Brian Postlewaite stated in an effort to simplify the application process for parklets they 

are requesting the creation of a 2-tiered system, in the first tier parklets being requested in 

a standard space (metered, permitted, or time limited spaces) and approved by the 

Licensing Commission would have a blanket approval by the Traffic Commission.  The 

2nd tier would be for parklets requested in non-standard spaces (loading zones, ADA 

spaces, etc..) as each of these regulated spaces have a specific cause or purpose, these 

requests would require the applicant to come before the Traffic Commission to have the 

regulated space relocated and the vacated space changed to a standard space so it could 

then fall under the criteria for blanket approval.  He also noted the parklets are time 

limited at present from April 1 to Nov 30.   

• The Chair asked if there were any contingencies for a wayward snow storm occurring 

within the dates the parklets are allowed and Brian answered the Licensing Commission 

has set forth rules and regulations that would allow the City Engineer, Director of DPW, 

Fire Dept., or Licensing Commission the ability to require the parklet licensee to remove 

their equipment from the licensed area upon their request for any reason.  Typically, the 

city would give the licensee a two week notice but in the case of an emergency no notice 

would be required.  



• Lena Webb asked if there is any restriction for how close to an intersection a parklet or 

dining enclosure can be located and Brian explained they can be no closer that 5ft to a 

crosswalk or accessible curb ramp to allow a clear and accessible path; any seating 

located within 20ft of an intersection must be no more than 4ft above grade to ensure 

sufficient visibility. 

• Thomas Graney asked for clarification that fire hydrants would not be enclosed in a 

parklet and also asked what the clearance of road space is between the parklets and the 

driving lanes of traffic.  Brian replied there is a 10ft standard space required between a 

hydrant and a parklet and that the Licensing Commission works closely with the fire 

department and will continue to do so for any exceptions to the 10ft standard.  He also 

stated parklet seating cannot be located in any lane of travel and it shall not extend any 

further into the roadway than the painted lane line or 7ft from the curb, whichever is 

greater. 

• Lena Webb stated she appreciates Elm St and the lane reduction leads to a lot more 

pedestrian traffic and customers for the businesses.  She believes the parklets contribute 

to that aesthetic. 

• Councilor Gomez-Mouakad asked about the time line for the improvements mentioned 

for Davis Square and Brad Rawson explained they are working to deliver those 

improvements this construction season.  It will mostly be managed by the MBTA and it 

will be limited to some traffic signal work, with some pavement markings and ADA 

ramp work. 

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor Gomez-Mouakad.  The 

secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, Thomas 

Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-0. 

Item #9 – Request to amend the following previously approved item in January 2022 “No 

Parking Anytime for approximately 20 feet of curb space at each of 1 Avon St, 73 Summer St, 

and 75 Summer St (60 feet of curb space total), currently regulated as permit parking only” by 

changing the location indicated as 73 Summer St and 75 Summer St to 73 School St and 75 

School St 

 

• Brad Rawson explained this was a clerical error, the discussion and approval during the 

January meeting centered around the correct location of School St. 

 

A Motion to Approve was made by Thomas Graney, 2nd by Councilor Gomez-Mouakad.  

The secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – approve, Lena Webb – approve, 

Thomas Graney – approve, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – approve.  The motion carries 4-

0. 

A Motion to Adjourn at 6:40pm was made by Lena Webb, 2nd by Councilor Gomez 

Mouakad.   The secretary conducted a roll call vote:  Lt. Rymill – adjourn, Lena Webb – 

adjourn, Thomas Graney – adjourn, Councilor Gomez-Mouakad – adjourn.  The motion 

carries 4-0. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 


