
 
 
 
 

 

Public Comments on FY19 Applications 

Public Comments from October 24, 2018 meeting 

ArtFarm 

Clay Larsen- He spoke in support on ArtFarm and the work that Groundwork is already doing with a 
World Crop program, of which the Green Team is a part. Groundwork also partners with Green City 
Growers to make the greenhouse work. Green City Growers is planning to hire some of the Green Team 
members to help with the farm. ArtFarm will provide much needed urban agriculture space. 
Frank Martin- He has two daughters at the school. The Kennedy Schoolyard is empty in the heart of the 
summer and it is an underutilized space. Many people walk by, so it could be well used. This portion of 
the city is particularly lacking in open space. 
 
Vickie Choitz- She spoke on behalf of ArtFarm because it supports Somerville’s creative arts vibe. She 
thinks it will be an exciting space and very well utilized. It will also provide a balance to all of the 
development that will happen in that neighborhood. 
 
Somerville Museum 

Evelyn Battenelli- She has been a volunteer for 28 years at the Somerville Museum. She noted that very 
few cities have a treasure like the Somerville Museum. The Bullfinch staircase is a national treasure. To 
maintain other treasures such as a Civil War era collection of books, this work is necessary. 
 
Dyan Blewett- She is the Treasurer for the Somerville Museum. The Museum is asking for assistance in 
saving its treasures. She also thanked the Committee for their previous support for the Museum.  
 
Kennedy School 

Caroline Rossi and Jean Griffin- Wanted to share their support for the project. Their boys play basketball 
but they also enjoy other things. The project will also especially benefit the special populations in the 
school. 
 
Suzanne Altoff- Her son will start using the front playground next year. He has development delays and 
there is nothing for him on that cracked asphalt. Physical activity is important for his growth. She asked 
the Committee to consider the needs of students with developmental delays who are starving for 
activity and support the Kennedy School project. 
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Mark McKeen- He noted his oldest daughter found it challenging to move from the tot lot to the asphalt 
at the Kennedy School because she does not like to play basketball. The lack of alternatives beyond 
basketball create a gender equity issue on the playground. 
 
Katie Anderson, Annabell Schneider, Eva Mead, and Kelly Mead- Eva and Annabell shared their 
experience with playing on the asphalt at the Kennedy School. They are not able to make the most of 
recess and hope the space can be improved. 
 
Mark Hurrie- As the principal of the Kennedy School, he noted his concern for the safety of the children 
playing on cracked asphalt. He does not think the current playspace can guarantee joy.  
 
Matt Ellison- He has two daughters who will attend the Kennedy School. A redesign will really enrich 
that space, which can be a scary place for a little kid.  
 
Franchesca Brockman- She has children in the Kennedy School and works in the school. She noted that 
many incoming kindergarten families consider the front playground when deciding if they want to 
attend the Kennedy. The special needs students are not currently served by the space and it would be 
great if they had space they could use. 
 
Mark Jewell- He spoke in favor of the Kennedy School. There has been uneven development of 
schoolyards across the city. We can do better for our kids by providing them quality space for them to 
be active. 
 
Peter Riordan- He spoke in favor of the Kennedy School project. Improving the schoolyard could improve 
the space for the whole community.  
 

Written Comments 

Comments on multiple projects 

From: Pennie Taylor 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

Thanks for taking public comment on this year's CPA projects.  

I urge you to support the following:  

WPA Bas Relief- Amazing project and resource in our community, a bargain at $3k requested. 

Somerville Museum: Collections Preservation, Somerville Museum- I am the first in the Community 
Curator program at the Somerville Museum-- this Collections Preservation funding is much needed and 
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will go a long way in retaining important objects in our city's history, skillfully assessed by 
Barbara Magnum. She does a lot with a little and this will be an immense help, is desperately needed.  

Elizabeth Peabody House Association- key community resource 

Grace Baptist Church, Somerville Hispanic Association for Community Development- key community 
resource 

& Kennedy School- Front Schoolyard, City of Somerville Parks & Open Space and Kennedy School PTA. 

-- 

I'm concerned about ArtFarm's proximity to the highway and related air pollution and health issues-- not 
an ideal site to encourage people to recreate. I also balk at knowing this is a city project, and the city 
may reclaim the site for drainage etc. at any time...rendering the taxpayer dollars wasted if the 
farm gets torn up for infrastructure. The durability of the investment seems clearer with other projects. 

Thanks again for taking the time to take comments; I'll share mine on CPA applicants before Nov. 13! 

Best, 
Pennie Taylor 
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From: Stephanie Hirsch 
Received: October 17, 2018 

Hello – 

I am writing with general feedback for the upcoming deliberation about this year’s Community 
Preservation Act applications.  

 I support the use of CPA funding to renovate schoolyards. Schoolyards are often in neighborhoods that 
have very little open space, such as the spaces at the Healey, Kennedy, Brown, and West Somerville. 
Parks that are shared by the school and the neighborhood can be the heart of community. I believe that 
the design process should involve both residents and the school community. The schoolyard spaces 
should carve out areas that enable adults to picnic and play ball after school, while also allowing kids to 
play during the school day. Sharing space is what we are good at in Somerville, and I hope we’ll invest in 
these spaces that benefit so many. 

Thank you! 
Stephanie 

From: Suzahne Riendeau 
Received: October 1, 2018 

I am writing to express my support for 2 of the projects that are being considered for FY19 funding.    
 
First is the rehab of the Elizabeth Peabody House building. I have been personally involved for several 
years in supporting this organization.  This organization is well-run and very deserving of any help for 
maintaining and continuing it’s practice.  The people who volunteer and work for EPH are truly 
dedicated and have helped many children over the years. 
 
Second is the proposal for upgrading the asphalt area outside the Kennedy School into a greener park 
for the children.  Many parks have been overhauled over the past few years and I think the children at 
the Kennedy School (and the community in general) would greatly benefit from this proposal. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Suzahne Riendeau 
Owner & resident of 76 Cedar Street, Somerville 

Armory Soundproofing 

From: Brian Zipp 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I am sending this letter as a show of support for the Arts at the Armory as they apply for CPA funding of 
their Somerville Armory Window Project through the Community Preservation Committee. As a major 
step towards reducing sound levels emanating from building, this project has the potential to expand 
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the scope of Arts at the Armory offerings to the community and host an even broader diversity of 
activities and performances by members and organizations based in this community. This capital 
improvement also serves to improve the condition of this historic building: first in terms of increased 
energy efficiency from the insulation properties the windows provide, and secondly in terms of added 
defense against the elements. 

As the executive director of Somerville Media Center (home to SCATV, Boston Free Radio and Somerville 
Neighborhood News) I'm enthusiastic in my support of and association with the Arts at the Armory 
organization. As a community media center, SMC is ever looking to highlight, and share the diversity of 
voices that make Somerville such a vibrant community. And venues like Arts at the Armory that provide 
a space for performing, as well as the myriad of other community-facing activities hosted there, are a 
primary, indispensable source for the kind of hyper-local content we look to share with our viewers and 
listeners as well as collaborate with in pursuit of media arts projects.  

I thank you for your consideration, and I encourage the CPC to approve CPA funding to this Arts at the 
Armory application for the Somerville Armory Window Project. 

Sincerely, 
Brian A. Zipp, Executive Director 
Somerville Media Center - BFR | SCATV | SNN 

From: Jay Plumb 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I am a Somerville resident and a neighbor of the Armory. I have attended many programs there from 
concerts to political events, plays, meetings and non-profit fundraisers, as well as being a regular 
customer in the cafe for food and beverage. I cannot state strongly enough how much I feel that Arts at 
the Armory is a tremendous asset to our community. 
 
I understand that the Armory is being considered for CPC funding for a much-needed upgrade to the 
building’s windows. I strongly recommend that the Armory’s application for this funding be approved 
and for the full amount requested. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jay Plumb 
116 Hudson Street 
 
From: Ben Echevarria 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hi Kristen 
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My name is Ben Echevarria I am the Executive Director of The Welcome Project. The Welcome Project is 
based in Somerville’s Mystic Housing Development and builds the collective power of immigrants to 
help shape community decisions.  

Being a lifelong resident of Somerville I remember the Armory belonging to the National Guard. I even 
remember playing a basketball tournament in the gym. Outside of these occasional events the armory 
was never part of the community. Thanks to Arts at the Armory I’ve seen the armory become a staple of 
the Somerville Community.  

As the Executive Director of The Welcome Project it is my honor to write this letter of support for the 
CPC project that the Arts at the Armory is applying for. Holding so many programs the need for sound 
proofing and energy efficient windows is vital.  

The Welcome Project prides itself in being a bridge between the immigrant community and the greater 
Somerville Community. Our annual event, YUM: A Taste of Immigrant City, held at the Armory. Partners 
like the armory makes our work easier. The Armory continually reaches out to the immigrant community 
to ensure they are part of events at the Armory.  

If you have any questions please feel free to call me 617-623-6633 I’ll be more than glad to discuss our 
support for this project.  

Thank you 
Ben Echevarria 
Executive Director 
The Welcome Project.  

From: Joe Lynch 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I am writing to express my support of the Arts at the Armory application for CPA funding for their 
window project.  As was presented by Lea Ruscio, the funding will not only assist in the preservation of 
this Somerville landmark building, bu will also serve us  with the ongoing efforts of the organization to 
abide by several neighborhood conditions regarding sound which may emanate from inside the main 
performance hall.  Eliminating these conditions will only serve to maintain the financial soundness of the 
organization and the good will with the surrounding neighbors. 

As was presented to the CPA review committee, the Arts at the Armory organization not only serves the 
dynamic and diverse Somerville arts community, but provides meeting and classroom space for a wide 
variety of educational, charitable, political, sports and non-profit organizations. 

As Acting Chair of the all volunteer Arts at the Armory Advisory Committee, I am pleased to serve and 
support this most worthwhile organization and its mission to serve the Somerville community.0 

I hope the CPA Committee looks favorably on the Arts at the Armory application. 
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Joseph P. Lynch, Jr. 
Acting Chair 
Arts at the Armory Advisory Committee 

From: Kip Lyall 
Received: October 30, 2018 

I've been a Somerville resident (mostly) since 2005. I'm writing in support of the CPC funding the Armory 
Window Project. Since I moved to the area I've been able to enjoy a wide range of offerings at the 
Armory, from music to comedy, farmer's markets and even a wedding. It's a wonderful resource for the 
community and I'm hopeful that they will be able to thrive long into the future. The window project 
seems like a necessary undertaking in helping the Armory move forward, which should help 
immensely with both sound and energy efficiency. 

Thanks for your time! 

Best, 
Kip 

From: Mark Niedergang 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Chair Fager and members of the Community Preservation Committee, 

I am writing to support the application of The Center for Arts at the Armory’s Window Project for 
Community Preservation Act funds. 

A CPC grant would help the Armory to achieve a number of important goals.  It would help preserve the 
22 large half-moon windows in  the large hall and thus contribute to preserving the historical status of 
the building.  It will improve the energy efficiency of the building, saving the Armory money on heat and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  The window renovation would also improve the sound-proofing of 
the large hall, which would minimize what is an occasional annoyance for the neighbors and reduce a 
source of friction with some of the abutters. 

I am incredibly fortunate to have the Armory in my ward.  As Ward 5 Alderman, I see and hear, all the 
time, the positive impact that Arts at the Armory has on residents of this area as well as on Somerville as 
a whole.  It is perhaps the most important community institution in Ward 5 and one of the most 
important arts institutions in the entire City.  There is really nothing at all like it in Somerville. 

I have participated in numerous events at the Armory that positively benefit the community, including 
arts events, charity fundraisers, Red Cross blood drives, and community meetings organized by the City 
of Somerville, the MBTA, and others.  The Armory is home to an even wider variety of events, including 
plays, movie screenings, concerts, educational arts programming, a cafe that is a gathering and meeting 
place and a regular winter farmers’ market, attended by hundreds of local residents every Saturday.   

The $36,000 grant that the Armory is seeking will be combined with a $28,000 grant from the state and 
$25,000 that the Armory is raising from individuals in the community, of which they have already raised 
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$19,000.  I will be making a personal contribution myself as I want to contribute my own money to 
support this project and the Armory. 

While it may seem that the Center for Arts at the Armory is a flourishing institution that does not need 
the help of CPC funds, I can tell you that unfortunately, nothing is farther from the truth.  For a number 
of reasons, too long and complicated to go into, the Armory has struggled financially since its inception, 
but is finally getting onto more solid ground in its operations under the terrific leadership of Executive 
Director Lea Ruscio.  This grant would help the Armory to accomplish something important that has 
been on its "to do" list for many years. 

In conclusion, I strongly encourage the Community Preservation Committee to fund this 
application.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Mark    
Ward 5 Alderman   

From: Gail Leondar-Wright 
Received: October 29, 2018 

To the The Community Preservation Committee: 

I write in support of “The Somerville Armory Window Project.”   

Although I am a resident of Arlington, I spend a great deal of my time at the Armory, enjoying the 
wonderful community to comes together around Farmer's Markets, celebrations and performances.   

I am also a performer, a member of the cabaret group "Tongue in Cheek" which performs at the Armory 
three times a year, and has been doing, with the generous support of Arts at the Armory  so for seven 
years. 

The Armory is such a welcoming space, and the staff does so much with so little.  I know that they try very 
hard to be good neighbors and repairing the windows in the performance hall and adding storm windows 
will help with noise abatement and help them reduce waste.  Both are worthy goals. 

Thank you for considering my input, 

Gail Leondar-Wright 
21 Belknap St. 
Arlington, MA 02474 

From: Jeff Meese 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 
Happy that the Red Sox are World Champions!  
This note is in support of the application for CPA funding. 
The Armory is a landmark building is Somerville. It's current use as a place for the Arts is an apt symbol 
of out time where a community can turn icons of war and hate in ones of peace, creativity,and 
acceptance. The modest funding proposal would allow the building to more completely fill this mission. 
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I a'a former resident of Somerville and it was my pleasure to have served as a Board Member of the 
Historical Preservation Commission for five years.  I remain engaged in the community as a real estate 
agent and Architect.  
Jeff 
 
From: Maria Tramontozzi 
Received: October 27, 2018 

Hello,  
I am a long time Somerville home owner. I am writing in support of the Somerville Army.  This historical 
building has serves  our community well! They offer something for everyone.  I love the building it self, 
how wonderful for everyone to have the windows sound prof and energy efficient!  
I hope you will put in my vote for the Army to receive funds to help preserve, maintain, and continue to 
offer the important community space it does.  From army, to community Center! Well, there is a story of 
peace and pride for Somerville.  In these needed times of hope and united community let's do it!   
Maria Tramontozzi...............Somerville home owner and community member for 28 years... 
 
From: Rachel Cunningham 
Received: October 26, 2018 

Dear Kristen,  

I am writing in support of using CPA funds to help the Arts for the Armory.  

This is specifically for: Somerville Armory Window Project, The Center for Arts at the Armory, Inc. 

As a resident of Somerville since 1994, I have watched it change and grow, but sometimes not always for 
the best lately as so much new construction is going on.  

In the example of the Armory, it’s fantastic that this really neat building was transformed into a center 
that houses so much culture. It isn’t a new construction being made for a fast buck; instead, it takes a 
building with history and character, and keeps the beauty of Somerville’s art scene vibrant and alive.  

I am a Saturday regular for a Pilates class, and have been there every weekend for maybe 2 years now. 
Over that time, I’ve really gotten into the Winter Farmer’s Market, since I am going there anyway, and 
it’s a wonderful space of community especially during the harsh winter weather days.  

They have a ton of great events, markets, shows, classes. I am a writer, and love the Cervena Barva Press 
downstairs (run by the Somerville poet laureate), the poetry events in the café, in addition to random 
readings and talks. There is such an overall variety of activity going on, that it pulls the neighborhood 
together, especially families, in such a unique way. There is a happy energy when everyone comes 
together, that it reminds me of how I imagine the olden times with villages having a castle as a center of 
community. You can hear the sounds of flutes in a repair shop, violins as kids take lessons, comedy 
improv during classes, singing in the café, little kids running around, and people with giant earlobe holes 
talking about lettuce to elderly folks. I can’t say enough  about how much I love this place, and how this 
is good for Somerville to get to know each other as we grow and change.   
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On a more somber note, I also went to a memorial service for a beautiful man (Brian Wright) who was 
an impactful community member of Somerville/Cambridge/Arlington where he grew up (& Portland, ME 
where he last lived), and he filled that main hall with sooooo many people there to pay tribute, along 
with a large screen to memorialize his life with amazing photography, and music because he had been a 
musician so people played on that stage. I am very attached to this space because of moments like 
these.  

I’m supportive of whatever they’ve identified is needed for the next phase of their development.  

Thanks! 
Rachel Cunningham 
204 Somerville Avenue, Somerville MA 02143 

From: Justin Moeling 
Received: October 25, 2018 

Please accept this email as a letter in support of Arts At The Armorys cpa application to help sound proof 
their space. 

Justin Moeling 
87 Marshall Street 

ArtFarm 

From: Alyson Schultz 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I live and work at the Brickbottom Artist Building and I am writing to urge you to support the grant 
which ArtFarm has submitted under the Community Preservation Act. 
 
Having lived in Somerville at Brickbottom for the last 31 years, our community has suffered from the 
lack of any open, green or recreational space. Compared to all other areas in Somerville, the 
Brickbottom area statistically lags far behind in quality of life metrics. The ArtFarm could help rectify this 
inequity, while also creating benefit to the larger community of Somerville through its arts and 
nature/urban farming programming. 
 
Please award the grant to ArtFarm so that my neighborhood can enjoy the healthy benefits of 
recreational and green space like those do in other areas of Somerville. It is too late for my children, 
who grew up in this urban wasteland and are now young adults, but perhaps my future grandchildren 
(and my current young neighbors) would be able to walk to a green, open space a block away rather 
than those a mile or more away from the Brickbottom Artist Studios. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Alyson Schultz 
1 Fitchburg St C209 
Somerville MA 02143 
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From: Randal Thurston 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Hi Kristen 
My name is Randal Thurston, I've lived in the BrickBottom Artists Building since its inception. Over the 
30 plus years we have lived in Somerville, we have the city in general , and the BrickBottom District 
undergo an amazing transformation. A significant part of that transformation is reflected in Somerville's 
reputation as a culturally forward thinking city. For this reason, I strongly support ArtFarm. I believe it's 
combination of arts programming and social utility will serve both the local and regional communities in 
a multitude of ways from arts programming to dedicated green space. The Brickbottom district has 
lagged behind other Somerville neighborhoods in infrastructure improvements and parks development. 
If ArtFarm is successful in its grant application I believe that our neighborhood will begin a long overdue 
transformation. Investing in Art Farm is an investment in our collective future and I urge you to support 
it. 
Thank you 
Randal Thurston 
1 Fitchburg St, Somerville 02143 
 
From: Connie Blaszczyk 
Received: October 31, 2018 

I am writing to voice my support for ArtFarm.As a resident of the Brickbottom community, the ArtFarm 
will greatly enhance the quality of life for residents in our community by bringing much needed outdoor 
greenspace to this heavily industrial area that is home to many residents and will be in the future as the 
neighborhood develops.  

ArtFarm will also serve to enhance the greater Somerville community as a civic gathering space for arts 
events, as well as community gardening and urban agricultural activities  currently on the site, including 
Groundwork, Green City Growers and Shape Up Somerville.  

ArtFarm is a needed initiative that will support the city's ambitious greenspace goals.  

Thank you 
Connie Blaszczyk 
1 Fitchburg St., B151 
Somerville, MA 02143 

From: Peter Marquez 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Kristen, 

Thank you for the opportunity to write in favor of the development of the ArtFarm.  There is so little 
open space in Somerville and zero where I live near Brickbottom.  

Adding open space, providing an area for the community to gather, create and celebrate will add to our 
quality of life and build greater utility using the best resources we have, our people. 
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Kind regards, 

Peter John Marquez 
1Fitchburg St 
Somervilee, MA 02143  

From: Reebee Garofalo 
Received: October 31, 2018 

To Kristen Stelljes, 
 
I am writing as a member of the HONK! Organizing Committee in support of Art Farm.  
 
The HONK! Festival has been using Art Farm for the last few years as the gathering place for all the 
bands at days end. It is one of the only places in Somerville with a large enough space to accommodate 
the 600 or so musicians who perform at the Festival. It is situated in a place where bands can perform 
for one another, share tunes, and combine forces in ways that would be impossible in most other 
settings. As such, Art Farm has been an invaluable resource for us. 
 
The Art Farm capital project and design development initiatives promise to deliver an even more 
incredible space for a variety of future uses. 
 
I strongly urge you to support this valuable resource going forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
Reebee Garofalo 
20 Pleasant Ave. 
 
From: Terry Dovidio 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Hello Kristen 
 
My name is Teresa Dovidio, I live at 170 Sycamore Street, Somerville. I fully support the ArtFarm 
initiative that is supported by many non-profits in our amazing city.  

I grew up in Somerville and after living in many cities I came home to a city that had outgrown it's 
moniker of Slummerville. The innovation and creative programs throughout our city would only be 
enhanced with a space that would support them. So many dedicated individuals have worked tirelessly 
to bring this project to life. They have received almost everything they need to move forward. Please 
consider pushing this project over the finish line.    
 
Thank you, 
Terry Dovidio 

From: Jason Behrens 
Received: October 31, 2018 
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Greetings, 

My name is Jason Behrens and I am writing to you in support of Art Farm. I moved to Somerville as a 
young kid in the early 90s, grew up in the city and went through the public school system (SHS class of 
2004) and now work for Somerville Public Schools as an Innovation Specialist. Nearly a lifelong resident, 
I've always dreamed of a place like Art Farm--a place where the community can gather in ways limited 
only by one's imagination. As a member of Somerville Public Schools I also foresee the incredible utility 
of a space like Art Farm to support and strengthen our school communities by bringing families and staff 
together. A place like Art Farm would give our collective communities an innovative, flexible, and 
inspirational venue to build relationships and collaborate to solve adaptive problems locally, regionally, 
nationally, and globally. I really hope you consider funding this project! 

Take care,   
Jason Behrens 

Previously at 21 Thurston Street in Ward 4 for 25 years. I just moved to Watertown after getting married 
but I'm still a SomerVillain at heart!      

From: Maxwell Burke 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I am writing in broad support of the ARTFarm project. Innovation, and the encouragement thereof in our 
youth, is in the top ten most important things we can do for our society as a whole. 

Taking an otherwise underutilized site and transforming it into a thriving space of community 
engagement is one of those plays where you are going to get a touchdown, you just aren't sure which 
way it's coming from. And that's okay. A touchdown is a touchdown. Projects like this do more than 
encourage community innovation, they encourage dreams. And dreams are where the next truly 
brilliant and great ideas come from.  

So support this... help this happen. If there are any ways you are losing here, please let me know and I 
will happily help you review them. Maybe we can find solutions for any of those pesky issues and turn 
those potentially negative issues into winners. 

Thank you for your time. 

V/R, 
Maxwell 
 
From: Greg Karczewski 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
I am writing to express my support for the Somerville Art's Council's application for CPA funds for 
advancing the ArtFarm project in Union Square.   The grant will help SAC transform the former 2.1 acre 
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waste transfer site into a "creative commons" that will not only expand the arts culture in Somerville but 
also provide a space to foster community. 

As the master development partner for Somerville's Union Square Revitalization project, we been 
working with community stakeholders since 2014 in planning the redevelopment of 15 acres near the 
new Green Line station into a mixed-use employment center.  Throughout this process we've 
participated in many meetings with members of the Union Square community about the future of the 
neighborhood.  Those conversations have included a consistent interest and passion for continuing to 
foster and expand the local creative and arts culture in Union Square as the neighborhood evolves.  We 
share that goal and are working with stakeholders, including SAC, to ensure Union Square's revitalization 
expands the local creative economy.  The ArtFarm project would serve as a tremendous foundation and 
catalyst for the continued growth of the arts community in the neighborhood.  It's a great project and 
one that we fully support.   

US2 is proud to have the City of Somerville and the Somerville Arts Council as partners in the ongoing 
effort to revitalize Union Square.  I urge the CPA committee to look favorably upon SAC's application. 
 
Regards, 

Greg Karczewski 
President 
Union Square Station Associates LLC (US2) 
31 Union Square 
Somerville, MA 

From: Lisa Robinson 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear CPC,  

Shape Up Somerville (SUS)  supports the Somerville Arts Council’s application to the CPC for FY’19 
funding of the City of Somerville’s building of ArtFarm.  Through use of the grant funded greenhouse, 
raised beds and refrigerator already on the site, the space has already been activated in a way that has 
strengthened partnerships among community partners and between city departments. The outcome of 
these partnerships -locally grown food by Groundwork Somerville- has benefitted the public by being 
sold through SUS’ Somerville Mobile Farmers Market.  

With CPA support to continue the build out of ArtFarm, Shape Up Somerville looks forward to the 
several additional ways the space will benefit the public and contribute to the City’s mission of building 
a culture of health.  The site, once complete, will fulfill this mission by creating an open space people 
can walk and roll to, connect users more closely to the food system with exposure to urban agriculture 
and community gardens, and provide opportunities for neighbors to interact and build social cohesion, a 
contributor to happiness and overall health.   

For these reasons, Shape Up Somerville supports the Somerville Arts’ Council CPA application.  
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Lisa Robinson 
Director 
Shape Up Somerville  

From: Matt Kaliner 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Kristen Stelljes and the Community Preservation Committee: 

I write on behalf of myself, as a resident of Somerville for 18 years but also as the new Chair of the 
Board of the Somerville Arts Council, to offer my support for the Artfarm project for CPA funding.  Over 
the years I have seen the city change dramatically, and I find myself increasingly concerned that 
Somerville needs to do more to protect the few remaining open spaces left.  We need places to meet, to 
stretch our legs, to learn and share experiences together.  Moreover, we need to invest strategically, 
using open spaces that fulfill multiple roles and serve wide constituencies, from general recreation to 
facilitating the civic and creative life of our citizens.  The removal of the waste transfer station opened 
up an unexpected opportunity to create a new kind of open space that could serve all these roles.  The 
Artfarm project builds on over four years of research, citizen engagement, and planning to transform 
this 2.1 acre site into a truly unique space for recreation, performances, meetings, art, civic events, and 
agriculture.  This is the kind of visionary yet entirely reasonable and smartly budgeted project that 
Somerville should be championing, something that will put us on the forefront of urban planning and 
design, but also –and more importantly – at the top of serving our citizens’ multiple needs.  By building 
on our diverse interests, the Artfarm should knit the city together, activating a new space in a changing 
corner of the city as an opportunity for all of us to come together.  I am exciting for this vision, and hope 
that the Committee gives this proposal top consideration for funding. 

Thank you, 
Matt Kaliner 

From: Lee Toomey 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

My name is Lee and this past growing season I was the Greenhouse Manager for Green City Growers at 
Artfarm. I'm writing to you in support of the continuation and growth of the Artfarm project. This past 
year I have had deep involvement in the site activity, visiting multiple times a week to coordinate plant 
propagation, site access, water use, etc. It has been such a pleasure to get to know and work with so 
many great organizations in the Somerville community- from our close partners Groundwork Somerville 
and their community volunteers, the City of Somerville, Shape Up Somerville, Arts Council, the Water 
Department, and even our local Somerville electrician, oil worker, pest control operator, to name a few! 
This is certainly the most collaborative and community building project that I have been a part of, and 
every person that I talk to about the Artfarm project is so excited about the site potential and the future 
of the City of Somerville as a whole. I hope that the Artfarm project can continue on a path to fruition 
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and the City can continue to be a model of environmental and community sustainability for residents 
near and far. 

Many thanks, 
Lee 
Lee Toomey | Horticulture Manager 

From: Somerville Arts Council Board 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee: 
  
We write on behalf of the Somerville Arts Council Board, to provide our strongest support for CPA 
funding for the ArtFarm project.   

The Board serves in an advisory role to the staff of the Arts Council and as volunteers to many of the 
Arts Council's events and activities, such as the ArtBeat, Porchfest, and Ignite! Festivals, among dozens 
of others.  We also oversee the evaluation of grant applications from local artists through the LCC grant 
process each fall.  Together, these give us a sense of the kind of creativity that can be unlocked with 
strategic investment, but also the need for careful evaluation and fiscal responsibility in selecting 
projects for support.   We believe that that Artfarm deserves both this scrutiny and support.   

The Artfarm proposal reflects core Somerville values as reflected in Somervision, and also pushes the 
city forward in a number of exciting new directions.   Artfarm will provide a space to cultivate 
community, arts, and sustainable urban agriculture, and preserve much needed open space in a rapidly 
changing part of the city.  With the requested CPA funding for infrastructure enhancements, Artfarm 
could become a national model of post-industrial landscape reuse and activation, enabling a range of 
year-round activities, from performance and community meetings, to gardening and education. It will be 
a key site for incubating new ideas, new kinds of events, and new connections spanning East Somerville, 
Union Square, and Brickbottom – rippling out to the entire city and region.   

The Arts Council and Parks and Open Space team have developed the plan for ArtFarm over the past 
four years, receiving inputs through community meetings with hundreds of Somerville residents, 
extensive research, and partnerships with local stakeholders and organizations. SAC has already secured 
two competitive grants for ArtFarm, from the national ArtPlace America as well as from 
MassDevelopment. The project’s successful progress to date demonstrate Artfarm’s promise of further 
uniting culture, open space and development to enhance the livability of Somerville.   Moreover the 
leadership team for Artfarm boasts the record of success and administrative capacity to carry out this 
plan in an efficient, realistic, responsive, sustainable way.   

As the Committee knows, the ArtFarm project has come together quickly, through iterations and 
research and partnerships over the past four years.  The site itself was a waste transfer station, fenced 
off and largely overlooked until just recently.  The current application under review is the third that has 
been presented to the Committee, and third time we as a Board have written to offer our support.  With 
an improved plan, broad support from across the administration, and a key partnership with the city’s 
Open Space team in place, we believe this is the year for ArtFarm to receive its requested 
funding.  Without local money from Somerville, Artfarm will not be able to achieve its desired effect. 

16 
 



The potential of ArtFarm is tremendous; we urge you to evaluate the plan carefully and approve CPA 
funding as requested.   

Sincerely, 

Matthew Kaliner (chair), Deidra Montgomery, Yorgos Efthymiadis and the Board of the Somerville Arts 
Council.   

From: Janine Fay 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Kristin and CPC, 

The Art Farm is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the city to develop  open, green and growing space 
plus performance spaces for the arts for people of all ages.  We sorely need all of it here in Somerville.  

Enough housing development and business boosting for a minute….Because art and nature offer the 
possibility of transformation,  this project has the potential to change the quality of many people’s lives. 

Plus, I’ve lived nearby for over 40 year and  love the poetic justice of transforming a former dump into a 
place for art and a farm.   

Thank you for your work, 

Janine Fay 
617 504 9059 
43 Munroe St. 

From: Pauline Lim 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Kristen: 

I am writing as a near-neighbor of Art Farm to support programming for the arts and culture on that 
site.  However, a couple of Saturdays ago, there was an extremely loud event that went late into the 
night, and the relentless throbbing bass was pure torture.  It was an event that we at Brickbottom were 
not informed of nor invited to, and it was something I hope will never happen again.  If there is going to 
be a lot of noise, I urge you to make it stop before 10 p.m., for the sake of people who live in the 
neighborhood.  Not everyone has a Sunday-morning music job, but I do, and it is awful to try to tune out 
frequencies that you feel rumble in your gut, repeatedly, while you're trying to fall asleep.  I almost 
didn't write this letter of support because of that experience, so I'm hoping that the organization of the 
place will prevent occurrences like that. 
 
Thank you. 

Pauline Lim  
Brickbottom Artists Building 
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From: Nick Figueiredo 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Hi, 

My name is Nick Figueiredo, I am a resident of Somerville at 15 Madison St. I love the ArtFarm and 
wanted to send in my support for the project and my hope that the proposed construction will ensure 
the space remains as a resource for local art and community supported by the city. I've enjoyed several 
nights of dancing and amazing local art at the space including the annual M.u.M. event, and I know that 
the local Boston community has utilized this space to organize and send off amazing large scale art 
projects to Burning Man. Fostering this kind of collective effort around art and a willingness by the city 
to make time and place for such things is what makes Somerville so special to me. Thanks for your time. 

Best, 
Nick 

From: Joshua Rosenstock 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I’m writing as a Somerville artist and resident of the Union Square area to offer my support to the 
Somerville ArtFarm proposal.  
 
I believe that the ArtFarm will provide a much-needed additional arts facility to the public offerings in 
our city. This particular project will offer much “utility” to the community by offering programming that 
is integrated with nature, farming, and other outdoor aspects that are hard to come by in an urban 
environment. Further, its location serves part of Somerville that lacks many cultural facilities or open 
spaces.  
 
The Somerville Arts Council’s creative and bold programming is one of the outstanding features that 
distinguish our city from its neighbors. I urge you to support this proposal as it expands their work in this 
new direction with so much potential.  
 
I hope to see the ArtFarm finally realized this year.  
 
Thanks for your support.  
 
Joshua Rosenstock 
 
From: Colleen Chambers 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

I live and work in Union Square and I am writing to urge you to support the grant which ArtFarm has 
submitted under the Community Preservation Act. 
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Not only does ArtFarm satisfy at least two of the goals of the CPA, open space and recreation land 
projects, it provides utility to local businesses, non-profits, and city organizations engaged in urban 
farming in our community.  Green City Growers, Groundwork Somerville, and the city's own Shape Up 
Somerville are three examples.  The greenhouse on the property allows propagation of plants in our 
neighborhood, reducing the carbon footprint and rejuvenating the idea of growing food within our own 
communities, which aims us towards sustainability and self-sufficiency.  With the support of the city and 
strong organizations such as GCG and Groundwork, the expansion of ArtFarm is sure to be a boon to 
Somerville and is a much-needed asset in an area which is quickly being overtaken by US2 
Development.   

Please award the grant to ArtFarm so that my neighborhood can take back the paved paradise and 
continue to grow/thrive/flourish in green spaces. 

Most sincerely, 
Colleen Chambers 
71 Merriam Street, Somerville MA 02143 

From: Resa Blatman 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 
 
I'm writing to express how important the Art Farm is to me, my community, and the City of Somerville. 
As a longtime local artist and resident of Somerville, it's refreshing to see the revitalization of our city 
(we moved here in 1988), that said, there are far too many luxury condos, high-rental (empty) 
storefronts, and many artists and long-time locals having to leave. The Art Farm represents a love for, 
and respect of, the basic needs for outdoor space, nature, and appreciation of culture in a city that has 
become an overpriced mecca. 

As you already know, these are just a few of the benefits of the Art Farm: 
·  2.1 acres of open space/passive recreation that will include; 
 
·  5,500 sq. ft. ArtBarn to provide indoor space for performances, meetings, gallery space, a 
future/potential café space; 
 
·  Community gardens for the general public 
 
·  Large outdoor civic space for events and passive recreation 
 
·  Urban agricultural initiatives with our current partners of Groundwork, Green City Growers, and the 
City’s own Shape up Somerville. (these partnerships and activities are currently operational.) 
 
Thank you for your concern and consideration. 
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Sincerely, 
Resa Blatman 

From: David Levitt 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello-- 
      Please suipport the ArtFarm. 
   I'm an artist living in Cambridge who goes to Somerville for art at the Armory and Nave Gallery, food at 
various restaurants farmers markets, and the Somerville GardenClub.. 
The ArtFarm will definitely draw people from outside Somerville to support Somerville merchants and 
activities. 
 
David & Lore Levitt 
14 Notre Dame Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02140 
 
From: Jon Taie 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello Kristen, 

My name is Jon Taie and I have put up two full length theatrical productions under my company, 
Porpentine Players. We produced 'A Man For All Seasons' and 'Copenhagen'.  

I am writing in support of the Art Farm. 

There is a wraith haunting Boston and on its heels a sucking sound can be heard. This is the ghostly 
vacuum cleaner that sweeps clean any affordable space for Theatre. Not just the space for performance 
but also for rehearsal - which makes up the majority of time that goes into a production.  

If the Art Farm can hold to the mandate of providing, what we so sorely lack, than I can only 'Huzzah'. It 
can only be a boon, which should enrich the lives of the citizens and the coffers of the merchants.  

As part of my affirmation I must stress that Theatre space (either rehearsal or performance;preferable 
both if managed correctly) must be allotted. 

The terrifying bird calls* were stopped. Let us take another step and convert the lot to no longer 
enriching** the ground, but our souls. 

If the good people of Somerville, of which I am one, would do this thing - only good can come of it. 

Yours in good faith, 
Jon Taie 
Quincy Street, Somerville, Ma 02143 

*They used to play screaming sea gull noises at all hours of the night. 
** It was a dump truck pen 
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From: Avril Kenney 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hi! 
 
I'm writing in support of ArtFarm's grant from the Community Preservation Committee.  I live in the 
Brickbottom condo building (1 Fitchburg Street) down the street from ArtFarm, and for the past several 
months I've been volunteering with Groundwork Somerville maintaining the ArtFarm garden.  My 
neighbors and I have been looking forward to ArtFarm's development ever since the idea originated a 
few years ago, and it's been really exciting to finally have stuff growing there. Sometimes when I've been 
working in the garden people would come over and ask me about it, like the guys working on the sewer 
project or the guys working at Eversource across the street, so I think people are really interested in it 
and it's already bringing people together even though it's not open to the public yet.  Our neighborhood 
is a pretty interesting and eclectic assortment of people/businesses, and we don't currently have a good 
park or casual public place, so I think ArtFarm will be a great asset for the community. 
 
Avril 
 
From: Zannah Porter 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello Kristen, 

I am writing to express Green City Growers support of the City of Somerville in sceuring the funding 
needed to complete the ArtFarm project. We have worked closely with the city of Somerville to utilize 
this unique and sustainable resource. ArtFarm is truly a unique asset to the community, taking under 
utilized industrial space and re-imagining it in a way that reflects the history of urban agriculture that is 
woven into this city. We at GCG are grateful to participate in this special project. This year we have 
worked in, partnership with Groundwork Somerville, to manage the greenhouse at ArtFarm. We have 
had an incredible experience deepening our relationship with Groundwork Somerville through plant 
propagation and building the water catchment system on the greenhouse. The continued development 
of the ArtFarm site will turn this space into a community hub not only for urban agriculture but our 
vibrant arts community and beyond. 

Sincerely, 
Zannah Porter | Director of Horticulture 

From: Ben Echevarria 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hi Kristen 

My name is Ben Echevarria, the Executive Director at The Welcome Project. The Welcome Project is a 
31-year-old organization based in Somerville that builds collective power of immigrants to ensure their 
voices can help shape community decisions.  

21 
 



Too often immigrant communities lay hidden within larger communities. Immigrants are often shamed 
for continuing their cultural identities and feel they need to assimilate into their new surroundings. 
Often feeling their culture and language are deficits, making many feel unwanted in our community. 
Leaving many immigrants to feel isolated which could lead to poor health for many immigrants. I am 
writing to you in support of the ArtFarm application for campaign funds.  

The ArtFarm's ability to be a space where immigrants are able to share their culture, through art displays 
and food is vital for the immigrant community as a means to integrate into our immigrant community 
into the larger Somerville Community.  

The Welcome Project and the Somerville Arts Council has a long history of working together to promote 
immigrant art, food, and culture. The ArtFarm will only strengthen that relationship and the relationship 
between the larger Somerville community with immigrants. If you have any questions please feel free to 
contact me at 617-623-6633 

Sincerely  
Ben Echevarria 
Executive Director 
The Welcome Project 

From: Gilmore Tamny 
Received: October 30, 2018 

My name is Gilmore Tamny, I'm at 245 Beacon St, Somerville, MA 02143. I'm fully in favor of the Art 
Farm application--unfortunately I didn't see the request to send out this email to just now and have a 
crazy day of meetings and don't have time to articulate much--but please know as a Somerville-ian who 
owns a condo in Somerville--I fully support this project. 

Thanks, 
Gilmore 

From: Mark Smith 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello Kristen, 

As a lifelong Somerville resident the changes to the city in regards to the support of the arts have 
transformed the city. As we lose valuable space to developers it is most important to claim some of this 
land for our local community. I am sure there are multiple residential projects underway as we speak in 
town. Let us carve out this space for the continued growth of the arts in our community. 

Thank you, 
Mark E Smith 

From: Johanna Finnegan-Topitzer 
Received: October 30, 2018 
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Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the ArtFarm project and to urge the CPC to help it move to its 
next phase with funding. 
 
I have been following this project for a few years and have been eagerly anticipating its completion. 
ArtFarm will provide much needed community art space in the city while also providing a growing area 
to promote urban agriculture. Both of these things will make this area thrive and bring a central meeting 
point for the people of Somerville to enjoy the arts, green space, and a place to escape the hubbub of 
day-to-day city life. 
 
I hope you'll agree and will help this project move toward its goal. 
 
I have been a Somerville resident for 6 years until recently when I was required to move to Medford. I 
am on the Board of Directors for Somerville Open Studios and an active member of the arts community 
in Somerville. 
 
Thank you for considering this message. 
 
Johanna Finnegan-Topitzer 
 
From: Laurinda Bedingfield 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hi Kristen 

My name is Laurinda Bedingfield, I live at 61 Putnam Street, Somerville.  I have lived in Somerville all my 
life...65 years now, and I was a member of the Somerville Planning Board for 27 years, 1971 to 1999.  I 
have seen the efforts of community participation and progressive city government transform Somerville 
into what it is today.   

I am in support of the Somerville Art Farm and their efforts to get off the ground here in Somerville.  It 
has been a long history of citizen and artist involvement that has brought us to this point in those 
efforts.  The Art Farm would provide a focal point for a myriad of innovative community projects and 
educational programs.  It is our only such physical location in Somerville and could become a vibrant, 
diverse venue to launch some innovative programs for our community.  So many dedicated individuals 
have lit the spark and worked to bring this project to fruition it only needs a little help from our 
governing body to keep the fire burning.   

I hope this worthy project will receive the attention and funding it deserves. 

Thanks for your time, 
Laurinda Bedingfield  

From: Heather Van Aelst 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello, 
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I'm writing to comment on the choice of projects to receive CPA funding grants in 2019. There are a 
number of good projects worthy of funding, but I'd like to particularly support the ArtFarm. 

The ArtFarm has the potential to be a landmark project, capable of bringing attention, events, and 
people to a long underserved part of Somerville. But even more importantly, it will bring a greener, 
active public space to my neighborhood that's in keeping with the strong arts and artisan spirit of the 
Brickbottom district. Advancing it to the next stage is exactly the kind of project that CPA funds should 
support. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Heather Van Aelst 
1 Fitchburg St C304 
Somerville MA 02143 

From: Vicky Choitz 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I am writing to express my support for the ArtFarm proposal for CPA funds. This unique art+urban 
agriculture development provides much-needed community open space in one of the most dense cities 
on the East Coast. The Somerville Arts Council's creative, diverse, and intensive programming will ensure 
that this 2.1 acres of community open and green space will benefit all Somervillens, plus many of our 
surrounding neighbors. Investing in this space - on a former trash incineration and transfer site in a 
previously-left-behind part of the city - would demonstrate our values and commitment to inclusive, 
fair, and equitable economic development.   

Even if the CPA board cannot fund the entire proposal, I strongly encourage a significant investment in 
ArtFarm. Such an investment would provide leveraged funding, which would be a positive sign to other 
investors, like the Board of Alderman, and increase the likelihood of additional co-investment. Given the 
pace of development around the ArtFarm, this is the CPA board's chance to support what promises to 
be a key anchor place-making space in our rapidly-evolving city. 

I imagine the CPA board has many requests for funding, and will have to make difficult decisions. I 
believe that ArtFarm will provide the greatest good for the greatest number of people and will have a 
significant impact on our entire community (especially a part of the community which will be 
considerable affected by major development).  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

All the best, 
Vickie Choitz 
18R Washington Terrace 
Somerville, MA 02143 
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From: Kathleen Ashton 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hello, 

Well, I am one of many community supporters of Art Farm. 

This project has the potential to provide many benefits to residents of and guests to our City.   

Somerville is rich with many things but we know that we have limited indoor and outdoor space for 
artistic expression and programming as well as musical performances.  The Art Farm space offers us a 
solution to this problem.  The Farm also includes actual land that can be used to celebrate the benefits 
of nature and educate us on its potential. 

Please consider funding Art Farm.  We will all be “richer” for it. 

Respectfully, 
Kate Ashton  

From: Danielle Krcmar 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Ms. Steljes, 

I’m writing to voice my passionate support for ART FARM. I live at 29 Adrian Street, I  parent of an 
Argenziano School student, an artist, a teacher- (at Babson College) and a gardener (I am co-founder of 
the Babson Community Garden and advise our Student garden club). I co- teach  a course called “Art 
Ecology and the Anthropocene” with an ecologist. During research for this course I discovered that San 
Francisco had a space called The Farm in the 70’s and 80’s that integrated the Arts, urban farming, 
community space, and education, much like the proposed Art Farm. While reading about The Farm in 
San Francisco – frankly,  I was envious of it, I wished I could be a part of something like it. Then I saw 
that Somerville was moving forward with the Art Farm Project- I almost couldn’t believe it was 
happening, I was so excited for the potential creative, environmental and educational opportunities that 
could develop,  and so proud that it was happening in our city.  

This past spring, for our Family participation in Somerville Spring Clean-up my husband, my son, and I 
helped prepare the giant raised bed/s at Art Farm. Getting to know our neighbors by working together 
to prepare a large communal garden was immensely satisfying for all of us, and we look forward to more 
Art Farm initiatives and events. All of the community gardens in Somerville have waitlists, the Art Farm 
Community gardens community garden will provide gardening space for residents who do not currently 
have them. The Outdoor recreational and civic space offered by the Art Farm is very much needed in 
Somerville. With the increased density that Union Square development will bring- an innovative cultural 
green space like Art Farm is exactly what we need to continue to build Somerville’s strong sense of place 
and community and civic pride.  
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Sincerely, 
Danielle Krcmar 

From: Sarah Gordon Halawa 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hi! 

I’m writing in support of art farm. Somerville needs more community open space and our arts and 
culture are the strength of our city. Art Farm has the potential to become the heart of cubits arts in 
Somerville - and could ensure an affordable community venue for us to gather, celebrate, share and 
enjoy! 

Please do whatever you can to make it happen!  
Sara 

From: Jamal Halawa 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hello Ms. Stelljes, 

I'd like to voice my support for the Art Farm project.   

Anything that encourages and spreads art and nature in our community is welcome and needed.  This 
project can do both. 

I am a Somerville resident and teacher in the city.  My kids are born and raised here and I hope they will 
get to enjoy Art Farm in the way that it is proposed - a place where agriculture and civic space meet and 
people can be restored by nature and have space to build community.   

Thanks for the time,  
Jamal Halawa 

From: Shannon Humphreys 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear CPC, 

My name is Shannon Humphreys and I am a professional dancer with Somerville-based Weber Dance 
(20 years), an owner/resident of the Brickbottom Artist building (8 years) and the President of the 
Brickbottom Artists Association (2 years). As such I have been anxiously awaiting ArtFarm for over four 
years. I am looking forward to booking performances and rehearsals for my dance company, and 
attending and helping to organize pop-up shows and exhibits of local artists in the barn, and walking my 
dog in the new green spaces at ArtFarm. This has been a long time coming — please approve the funds 
so that construction can begin. 
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Best, 
Shannon Humphreys 
1 Fitchburg Street, Bakery 253 
Somerville, MA 

From: Ken Field 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Whom It May Concern, 
  
We of the HONK! Festival Organizing Committee are writing in strong support of CPA funding for the 
ArtFarm project and site. 
  
HONK! is a much-loved and internationally known annual festival of activist street bands from around 
the world, now in its 13th year.  Free and open to the public, HONK! brings together as many as 30 
bands and 600 musicians, gathering in Somerville and surrounding communities to meet, workshop, and 
perform for the public.  In past years we have been extremely grateful for the availability of the raw 
ArtFarm site for use during HONK!.  There is no comparable area location that would accommodate our 
numbers and our music-making activities. 
  
We believe that ArtFarm has a huge & unique potential to serve an even greater role within 
the Somerville and greater Boston communities, but further infrastructure improvements are needed. 
  
Further development will make Artfarm more appealing to festivals and events such as HONK!, 
while providing physical and issue-based opportunities for community stake-holders to gather. 
  
With improvements, ArtFarm's capacity to serve as a social and cultural center for the 
rapidly developing Union Square/East Somerville neighborhoods would be significantly 
enhanced.  Furthermore, it could provide open space for passive recreation as well as community 
gardens for the area, including for the nearby Brickbottom artist studio/housing complex. 
  
As a creative incubator piloting solutions to issues surrounding economic development and the 
arts, ArtFarm has enormous potential to impact the cultural landscape of East Somerville, Somerville as 
a whole, and the greater Boston region.  We respectfully urge you to approve CPA funding that will 
make this possible. 
  
Thank you, 
Ken Field, for the HONK! Organizing Committee 

From: Jeff Teixeira 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hello Ms. Stelljes 
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My name is Jeffrey Teixeira and I am writing you to voice my strong support for the ArtFarm project.  I 
live at 36 Marshall Street in Winter Hill.  My family is very fortunate to have a small vegetable garden in 
our back yard.   

The pumpkins and butternut squash did very well this year even though the tomatoes were devastated 
by rodents.   

Most people in Somerville aren't as lucky as us and might never experience growing a portion of their 
favorite vegetables due the constraints of their living circumstances.   

The planned community gardens at ArtFarm would provide numerous allotments for city residents to 
experience the joys of vine ripened tomatoes, the challenges of garden pests, and the miracle of the 
miniature ecosystem we call a garden. 

Is there a better use for land by humans than growing food? 

I would like to ask that the Community Preservation Committee lend its full support to the ArtFarm 
project so that the goal of partial completion by spring of 2019 may be achieved. 

Thank you, 
Jeff Teixeira 

From: Michele O’Brien 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hello, 

I am writing in support of ART FARM and the projects being planned for its use.   

I am a 25+ year resident of Somerville, and also an artist.  Places like ART FARM allow both artists and 
people in the community who are interested in the arts and agriculture to co-habitate and create great 
things together. 

We need more places and spaces like ART FARM in our community!  
I hope that the City of Somerville and the CPC will continue to support projects like this into the future. 

Thanks for your work and for your attention, 

Michele O'Brien 
234 Willow Ave, apt 1 
Somerville,  MA . 02144 

From: Richard Graf 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hello Kristin - 
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I have followed the genesis of the Art Farm project for several years and am pleased to see that it is 
getting closer to realization. Somerville, of all the cities and towns in Greater Boston, is the place for this 
type of creative project.  Once the Green Line extension happens the site can become a mecca for both 
local residents and visitors from all over metropolitan Boston. There are very few places where this 
could happen, so this is an opportunity to preserve a site for something special. 
 
Richard Graf 
 
From: Doug Holder 
Received: October 29, 2018 

I just want you to know that I am in favor of the innovative art farm project proposed by The Somerville 
Arts Council--  I hope this proposal  successfully passes.  Doug Holder 

From: Courtney O’Keefe 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 
 
I wanted to express my support for Art Farm. The site’s utility will provide: 
·        2.1 acres of open space/passive recreation that will include; 
·        5,500 sq. ft. ArtBarn to provide indoor space for performances, meetings, gallery space, a 
future/potential café space; 
·        Community gardens for the general public 
·        Large outdoor civic space for events and passive recreation 
·        Urban agricultural initiatives with our current partners of Groundwork, Green City Growers, and 
the City’s own Shape up Somerville. 
 
This in direct alignment with SomerVision and will be an excellent addition to the City as a whole. I 
encourage the CPA Committee to approve this application. 
  
Thank You, 
Courtney K. O'Keefe 
#1 Vinal Street 
Somerville, MA 02145 

From: Kate Wheeler and David Guss 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Members of the Community Preservation Community, 

ArtFarm is a project that will preserve and enhance quality of life in Somerville for both of us, a place to 
bring visiting family members, or meet with friends. create new forms of relationship or share ideas and 
sponsor events serving all kinds of associates.   
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It's such an inspiring vision for our community, we need to fund and maintain spaces that are open for 
everyone regardless of age or socio economic bracket where we can engage with each other safely and 
meet for recreation, learning and innumerable other possible kinds of interesting and healthy activities.   

The fact that ArtFarm was reclaimed literally from garbage speaks to the healing power of creativity.  It 
is of deep meaning for all of us in our small, highly overbuilt corner of the world to have access to 
gardens and open public spaces where we can 'breathe' in a sense of shared values and meanings.  Our 
society doesn't have enough places like this, anywhere -- a place where you are welcome that is not 
home, not your work, where you can host an event, meet a new or old friend, contribute and learn and 
generally share time and space with other people.  The only other place in town that is similar in 
Somerville, as far as I know, is the Growing Center where kids and adults can all find joyful refreshment 
under the trees and learn more about connecting with Nature.   

ArtFarm will be more about art, and thus will serve a slightly different purpose.   

But I heartily request you to grant ArtFarm generous funding to continue building toward this inclusive 
and inspiring vision that will support quality of life for all residents. 

Sincerely, 
Kate Wheeler and David Guss 

From: Shuyun Talun 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Ms Stelljes, 

I am writing to support funding for the ArtFarm capital project. I believe the following proposed 
programs will benefit our public realm.  

·        2.1 acres of open space/passive recreation that will include; 
·        5,500 sq. ft. ArtBarn to provide indoor space for performances, meetings, gallery space, a 
future/potential café space; 
·        Community gardens for the general public 
·        Large outdoor civic space for events and passive recreation 
·        Urban agricultural initiatives with our current partners of Groundwork, Green City Growers, 
and the City’s own Shape up Somerville. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Shuyun Talun 
30 Boston Street, Somerville, MA 

 

From: Lou Bunk 
Received: October 29, 2018 

To Kristen Stelljes, 
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I was asked by my friends at the Somerville Arts Council to write you an email in support of the ArtFarm, 
and I am happy to do so. I have lived in Somerville for 20 years, and served on the Somerville  Arts 
Council from 2004-2010. During this time, I witnessed and helped harness the incredible economic 
power of the arts and culture, as these forces helped transform Union Square into a vital and thriving 
neighborhood, one that has garnered national attention for its transformation.   

Ironically, as Union Square has developed, venues for the arts are having a hard time surviving in the 
square due to rising rents. We need the city to create and support this venue that is ArtFarm, so the Arts 
can continue to support the square and the city!  

Having ArtFarm up and running would provide enormous utility by creating an arts venue that may be 
difficult to stay open under market forces alone. ArtFarm will not only benefit the artists and musicians 
who will perform there, but also the community who will be enriched by the culture, and the businesses 
who benefit by the added visitor from events at ArtFarm.  

Indeed ArtFram is unique in concept (Art and Farm? Only in Somerville!), fitting to our exceptional city, 
and to Union Square that has benefited so much from the Arts.   

Lou Bunk  

From: Debra Cash 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Kristen Stelljes, 

I am writing to enthusiastically endorse the ArtFarm project proposed by the Somerville Arts Council. 

Boston Dance Alliance has a long history of partnership with SAC, specifically in renting the council our 
portable sprung dance floor so that dancers from across the Boston metropolitan area can perform in 
Somerville – even in community parking lots. 

The ArtFarm, with its unique vision combining ecological restoration, agricultural renewal, and resources 
for arts events both indoors and outside, would be a great addition to the local arts scene. We look 
forward to this project coming to fruition with your approval and help. 

Feel free to reach out to me to discuss this further if you have any questions. 

Best wishes, 
Debra Cash  
Executive Director, Boston Dance Alliance 

From: Anna Warrock 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Kristen Stelljes,  
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I am writing in support of the ArtFarm's proposal to go ahead with completing the ArtBarn and 
landscaping.  

This project means so much to the city. It takes a disused site and makes it into a performance space in 
structures and outside; offers gallery space; and important to me, will have community gardens. My 
home vegetable garden has become shaded over by a large tree, which in fact cools the house but 
strongly limits the sunlight in my yard. I'd love to have a community garden -- but few spaces become 
open.  

Also as a writer who gives readings and sponsors literary panels, I strongly support  projects with a space 
for collaborations. ArtFarm will sustain the arts and keep Somerville a well-rounded community with 
opportunities for artists and a place for community gatherings. 

A major plus is that the site and structures are all geared toward renewable energy use and sustainable 
water use. It is beyond time to have projects that makes a difference in these areas. This project could 
become a model for other cities in sustainable site reuse as well as community arts.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Anna M. Warrock 
29 Josephine Ave. 
Somerville MA 02144 

From: Lea Ruscio 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Kristen, Members of the CPC,  

This is a bit unusual since the Armory is applying for CPA funding for our own project.  But I also wanted 
to publicly endorse the Somerville Arts Council's application for CPA funding for ARTFarm.   

As an arts space in Somerville, we can attest to the huge demand for space for performances and other 
community arts events.  We regularly turn away requests for space on occasions when our spaces are 
already booked to other groups.   

ArtFarm would be a great community resource and fill a demonstrable need for additional community 
space; I hope that the CPC will look favorably on the ArtFarm request.   

Regards,  
Lea Ruscio 
Executive Director 
The Center for Arts at the Armory 

Mission Church of Christ- Roof Repair and Preservation Project, Mission Church of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
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From: Cheryl Antonie 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, CPA Manager, 

I am writing to ask for the Committees consideration in support of the roof grant request for Mission 
Church, for over forty years Mission Church has served as a beacon for the Somerville community. As a 
volunteer I have participated in many community projects that provides great social services. These 
services have been a great opportunity to assist the needy and the homeless. There are so many 
memories of visiting the elderly, toys for tots drives during many of the holiday seasons along with 
providing toiletries for local shelters.  It is fulfilling to participate in this building that service such great 
needs in the community. My mother who has since past enjoyed offering back backs for back to school 
drives with the Summer Street. The church building is deeply critical to the support of our community.    

Seeing the smiles of so many at our food pantry whether on a Saturday morning or Wednesday evening 
is such a hope to families in need. Visiting fire stations, VFW post, offering book scholarships to high 
school students whom their families have attended their celebration. The church has supported in 
raising donations, clothing etc.; for families during times of devastation. There is such a great need with 
all that has been stated. There a so many other programs that Mission Church provides for the needs of 
the Somerville community its countless.   

Sincerely 
Mrs. Cheryl Antoine 
Volunteer & Member 

From: Lorraine Thorne 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 
 
I have been a member of the Mission Church family for 43 years.  What I love most about us is our 
participation in community services.  I am a volunteer in our current food pantry and have participated 
in our annual food drives to provide for sheltered and homeless families and individuals.  I have also 
served as a companion to the elderly and disabled. 
 
I have also assisted my church in youth programs, such as the Boy Scouts, serving as a chaperone and 
driver to take children on field trips to museums and apple picking, to name a few.  We have also 
donated toys to incarcerated women's children during the Christmas season.  I have assisted in our 
Vacation Bible School programs, which is a  summer program available to children from many 
neighborhoods. 
 
I have personally taken coffee and pastries to the Somerville police and firefighters, as way to show our 
appreciation and support.  I have participated in our emergency clothing drives and fundraisers to help 
victims of earthquakes, hurricanes and other natural disasters, in various local communities and 
countries. 
 
If you can help us fix and preserve our building, we can continue serving our community and provide 
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even more services, to those in need.  We love our building, it is a beautiful landmark with exquisite 
architecture.  We want to maintain and keep it glowing, in the Somerville community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support! 
 
Sincerely, 
Lorraine T. Thorne 
 

From: Nick Speller 
Received: October 31, 2018 

Good evening, 

My name is Nicholas Speller. My wife and I have been faithful volunteers for the Mission Church food 
pantry, located at 130 Highland Ave in Somerville. We first heard about this community service project 
through social media and wanted to get involved in how we can better serve the community. We have 
seen hundreds of individuals have the opportunity to be able to come in, receive free food for their 
families, and be greeted with such warm, genuine love and care. Every time the Mission Church has the 
food pantry, we are there and see the growing numbers of people who are having their needs met in 
this area. The Mission Church is truly making a positive difference in the Somerville community!! 

Not only this, but we are both school teachers, and have volunteered during the summer time to help 
facilitate classes and field trips for youth during the Mission Church's Vacation Bible School (VBS). We 
have been volunteering for the past five years. There are many more programs that the Mission Church 
services for different members of the community, but the above mentioned are dear to our heart. We 
see that this building is in need of repairs as the facilities are ideal and great for the programming that 
they offer. The people who volunteer are always ready and willing, and with the programming that takes 
place, - it would be beneficial to the youth and to the Somerville community for this building to remain - 
and remain in top shape. We want to continue the volunteer work in serving our community through 
the Mission Church programs and look forward to hearing and seeing how the Somerville community 
will assist in making sure that happens through this grant and hopefully other grants and shareholders.  

We appreciate your time and consideration of this email. Should you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 
~Nicholas and Dana Speller 
547 Fellsway East 
Malden, MA 02148 

From: Robert Jones 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Ms. Stelljes,  
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 I am writing this email in support of the roof restoration grant for Mission Church Shepherd's Kitchen.   

Shepherd's Kitchen is a food pantry that provides food for residents in Somerville and surrounding 
communities.   

As an approved to be a member of the Boston Food Bank, Shepherd's Kitchen has direct access to select 
food donations for distribution.  Being a member of the Boston Food Bank also gives us the ability to 
distribute a variety of fresh produce, dairy products, canned foods and frozen meat products to the local 
community twice a month. 

Shepherd's Kitchen is open for two-hours the third Wednesday and first Saturday  of each month. We 
have been able to serve over 75+ families during each of the 2-hours of operations.  We expect and 
anticipate an increase in the numbers we service in the community as word of our operation spreads by 
thankful participants and recipients and as well as increased advertisement of Shepherd's Kitchen in the 
community.   

With the support of this grant to help with roof repairs we anticipate that Shepherd's Kitchen will 
continue to be a local place to distribute food to those in need in the Somerville community.  Shepherd's 
Kitchen has a large distribution scheduled for November and December 2018 that includes turkeys with 
all the trimmings to help families have memorable holiday meals.   

We are hopeful that the Preservation Committee will consider the merits of our endeavor and join with 
us in helping supply food to those most in need. 

Thank you for your consideration and anticipated support. 

Robert Jones, 
Shepherd's Kitchen Volunteer  
 
From: Cheryl Crowder 
Received: October 30, 2018 

I am writing this in support of the grant application of Mission Church which houses the Shepherd's 
Kitchen Food Pantry.  I am a volunteer for this program and understand the value of this service to the 
community. The need for the provision of food for the hungry and food deprived can not be overstated. 

I also know that this building has been used to collect and store donations of clothing , toys, toiletries 
and other needed items for area social service agencies including Respond and Caspar. At this site, we 
have held give-aways and provided back packs for students. Under the roof of this building,  we have 
met to plan and organize to aid our community.  

We look forward to providing these and similar services in the future. With your assistance, we will get 
necessary roof repairs to keep the building community service ready. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Cheryl Crowder 

From: Melanie Ramsey 
Received: October 30, 2018 

I am a volunteer at the Shepherds Kitchen held at the Mission Church of Christ, 130 Highland Ave, in 
Somerville.  It is rewarding both to volunteer and to see the immediate impact the Kitchen is having on 
this community.  Each week there has been an increase of those that have need of the service.  The 
number of individual and families is increasing with each opening of the kitchen.  That is a good thing. 

I can see it is a service that is greatly needed from the several conversations with the members of the 
community that never hesitate to show their gratitude.  I hope to see this great show of humanity 
continue.  

I have notice there is a definite problem with several leaks from the roof.    My fear is that 
if  unattended, it will worsen and  no doubt have an impact on this service, and all others community 
efforts now and in the future.   Everyone will be affected. 

Sincerely, 
Melanie Ramsey 

From: Jason Depina 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Good morning, 

My name is Jason DePina and I'm a volunteer at the Mission Church located on 130 Highland Avenue in 
Somerville, Massachusetts.  I've been a volunteer for over seven years now, volunteering in the Food 
Pantry every first Saturday of the month.  I also volunteer with the children's services such as the 
cadets.  Its with great honor to assist the community by providing these services among others.  The 
Pantry provides food for families that are without or maybe just having some hardships.  I know 
personally that this service is met with great appreciation by all those who come in to get the help 
needed.  This historic church building has always opened its doors to those in need for as long as I've 
known and even longer.  I was fortunate to have been a part of the same mentoring programs when I 
was a young boy that I now have the pleasure of volunteering with as an adult.  Mission Church is a 
stable in the Somerville Community and many residents and neighbors know that the doors are always 
opened to their needs.  It is very important to all of us who serve the community that we are able to 
consistently serve Somerville in the same capacity as always or even better.   

The current leaks in our roof pose an immediate threat to providing great service to the community. 
These leaks have grown to many different locations and now are causing great damage to the church 
building. Water damage can cause all kinds of problems to the building affecting its upkeep!  We 
desperately need the church roof fixed so we can continue to be a beacon in the Community.  The 
surrounding neighborhoods in Somerville depend on that promise that we will always be ready and 
available to serve them when they call. 
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Respectfully, 
Jason M. DePina Sr. 

From: Tina Carmichael  
Received: October 30, 2018 

To Whom it may concern, 

As a pediatric nurse volunteer at the Mission Church of Christ,  I have had the pleasure of interacting  with the 
community through various health initiatives, whether it is as a participant in Somerfest, to highlight health and 
wellness with complimentary gift bags, or as a supporter of healthcare and nutritional essentials given to the 
public throughout  the past several years. 

We are anticipating a greater presence in the community by offering a variety of workshops and classes that 
focus awareness on various health care topics, such as childhood obesity, nutritional balance, diabetes 
management, the value of wellness,  and classes such as CPR/AED, and first aid certification.  

Where the classes and workshops would be offered is in the auditorium,  which is located directly under the 
roof, that is in need of considerable repair.  We are hoping that through the generosity of this grant, 
many participants in the community may find great benefit in their everyday lives,  both children and adults.  

Thank you for your time,  

Respectively,  
Tina Carmichael  

From: Craig Ramsey 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Whom this may concerns, 

                                          Working as a volunteer in Shepherds Kitchen at Mission Church of Christ in 
Somerville, Massachusetts, we have noticed that the people are lined up down the street early in the 
afternoon in great anticipation to enter the pantry and receive the food provided by the pantry. 
Never the less I have a grave concern about the multiple leaks in the roof. My fear and concern is that 
Shepards Kitchen might have to close thereby providing a necessary food program for the people of 
Somerville. 

Thank you, 

Craig Ramsey 

From: Sheila Speller 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes: 

 I am sending this email on behalf of the volunteer services rendered out of The Mission Church on 130 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.   
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 I am a volunteer worker for the food pantry.  I have also served as a support to the Missionette 
Program.  The use of this historical church building has been an asset to my family on a personal 
note.  In the past, my sons have been enrolled in the Cadet Program.  This program was greatly 
appreciated and have assisted in teaching my sons and family members positive values in society.  They 
have chosen professions that would service their communities and country (Educators, Military Veterans 
and Police Officers). 

 It is so important to have a building with programming, such as The Mission Church, that would 
continue to be used to provide assistance to the Somerville Community, families and others. 

 Best, 
Sheila 

From: Clarissa Brown 
Received: October 21, 2018 

Good Day, Ms. Stelljes,  

I am writing this email in support of the roof restoration grant for Mission Church Shepherd's 
Kitchen.  Shepherd Kitchen is a Food Pantry that has provided food  for the past several months 
to  residents in the  Somerville Community, as well as people from the surrounding.   We were recently 
approved to be a member of the Boston Food Bank; which give us direct access to select our food 
donations for distribution.  Being a member of the Boston Food Bank also gives us the capability to 
distribute a variety of fresh produce, dairy products, canned foods and frozen meat products twice a 
month. 

Shepherd's Kitchen opens for two-hours the second Wednesday and fourth Saturday  of each 
month.  Consistently, we have served over 75 families within the first 30-minutes and during the 2-hours 
of operations we serve over 100 families.  The numbers are continuing to grow as word of our operation 
spreads and advertisement of Shepherd's Kitchen increases.   

At each food distribution we see firsthand the  faces  of  children that are so happy to have an apple put 
in their little hand and we hear the words of appreciation from  recipients expressing how glad they are 
that Shepherd's Kitchen is in the community and what a  tremendous  difference it is to them, as well as 
the community. 

Without the support of this grant to help with roof repairs we are fearful that Shepherd's Kitchen will 
not have a place to distribute food to those in need.  We have a large distribution scheduled for 
November and December  2018 that includes turkeys with all the trimmings to help families have a 
scrumptious holiday meal.  We are hopeful that the Preservation Committee will consider us worthy of 
this grant and join with us in helping  supply food to those most in need. 

Thank you for your consideration and anticipated support. 

Clarissa H. Brown, 
Shepherd's Kitchen, Co-Coordinator  
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From: Richard Barnes 
Received: October 17, 2018 

I’m a volunteer worker at 130 Highland Ave Shepard’s Kitchen and I highly commend this Program and 
some of their other support programs like Cadets for young Boys 
 

Building Condition Assessment and Prioritized Rehabilitation Plan, Elizabeth Peabody House 
Association 

From: André Pelletier & Andrea Traviglia 
Received: October 31, 2018 

To whom it may concern, 

We’re writing this letter to express our support for the Elizabeth Peabody House. Our youngest son 
joined the Green Room as a preschooler this fall and we couldn’t be happier with his transition. He loves 
going to school everyday and has grown so much in the short time he’s been there. The teachers - both 
in his room and “across the hall” - know him so well and he has developed close, caring relationships 
with all of them.  

EPH has been a fabulous find for us, and we’re even more impressed by all the additional work the 
organization does in our community.  

Sincerely, 
André Pelletier & Andrea Traviglia  

From: Nadine Macolini & Andy Grosser 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hello - 

My husband and I have been residents of Somerville for over 14 years.  

Our children Max and Cleo have participated in the preschool, afterschool and summer programs at the 
Elizabeth Peabody House. 

The Elizabeth Peabody House has provided our children with many great opportunities. Starting in Sept 
2009, our daughter had her first school experience with the Peabody House, where she made friends 
and learned new things. If I recall correctly, the classroom she was in had recently been renovated - a 
renovation now about 10 years old. Since 2011, both our children have had a great time at their summer 
program. Next summer, our son will be a Counselor in Training at summer camp and is hoping that will 
lead to his first job as a camp counselor the following summer. 

The Peabody House is a great place for affordable and inclusive opportunities for children of various 
backgrounds. Additionally, they provide other services such as their food pantry and community space. 
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The building the Peabody House occupies is old and needs work. We hope you are able to give the 
Elizabeth Peabody House the grant they are requesting, so they can continue to help the Somerville 
community. 

Thanks, 
Nadine Macolini 
Andy Grosser 
22 Belmont Street 

From: Nick Mian 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I am writing in support of the Elizabeth Peabody House's request for funding.  

My daughter, Nell, attended preschool at the EPH for two years. My wife and I work full time, so Nell 
had attended preschool since she was about 5 months old. We discovered the EPH when her old school 
was shut down (and wish we discovered it years before). We have an older daughter as well, so we had 
already been through full time preschool experience. While we were happy enough with our older 
daughter's experience, our experience with EPH was by far the best we had.  

Before we discovered EPH, my assumption was that all affordable preschools suffered from the same 
problems, most importantly lackluster providers who turned over on a regular basis. My experience at 
EPH completely upended this misconception. Nell's providers (all of them) were the most experienced 
and effective preschool teachers I had ever seen. Nell's teachers had been at EPH for 3 years, 6 years, 
and 9 years (if I remember correctly). This kind of staff experience is virtually unheard of at preschools of 
any type, never mind a preschool that serves many low-income families. 

What's more, these teachers did not show the slightest evidence of burnout. They were excellent at 
working with the children and communicating with parents. Their ability to run an age-appropriate 
classroom that was fun, safe, and intellectually stimulating was extremely impressive. It seemed each 
day I dropped Nell off, the teacher was setting up a variety of well-designed activities. All of the teachers 
appeared to be genuinely excited to work with the kids each day, and they looked to the children for 
inspiration about activities and topics to learn about. At the time, Nell was very into wolves, and within a 
week, the teachers were referring to the classroom as the "Peabody House Wolf Pack", as they infused 
information about wolves into their daily lessons. We have a video of a group of kids on the top of the 
playground structure howling at the moon together. 

I was also very impressed with the amount of outdoor time the kids got- this is something that is highly 
valued by our family, and I regularly saw the kids out for walks to the neighborhood playground year 
round, even when most teachers would find the temperature uncomfortably cold. These teachers got 
those kids bundled up and did it anyway because they knew it was good for the kids. Every afternoon if 
the weather was decent, the kids were picked up outside on the school's own playground- exactly where 
they should be. 
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I also am aware that the EPH runs a food pantry, and on two occasions I have had the experience  of 
volunteering to fill grocery bags for their thanksgiving giveaway. Both times, I was impressed with the 
"can do it" attitude of the volunteers and the EPH staff. While there was not a lot of visible integration 
between the food pantry and the school, I did appreciate that we were connected to an organization 
with a broader social mission.     

We are happy that we have found a way to continue our relationship with the EPH through their 
summer camp program. Nell tried for the first time this summer (for three weeks) and absolutely loved 
it. She also loved seeing her old teachers when we came to get on the bus.  

My only concern with EPH was the condition of the building. While aspects of the old building are 
charming, it clearly needs help. I do fear that if the building is not updated soon, it will negatively impact 
the agency's ability to fulfill its mission.  

In closing, I'd like to share that I am a Licensed Clinical Psychologist with research and clinical expertise 
in early childhood social-emotional development. I spend a lot of time thinking about what kinds of 
environments help young children develop healthy emotional expression and social skills. And, I was 
very happy with what I saw at EPH.  

I highly recommend that the Community Preservation Committee provides funding for this outstanding 
organization. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. 

Nick 
--  

Nicholas D. Mian, Ph.D. 

From: Cory Mian 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear CPC members-- 

I am writing in strong support of the funding request submitted by the Elizabeth Peabody House for CPA 
funding support to help them assess the physical needs of their building.  The EPH provides fantastic 
services for the Somerville community from early childhood education, to afterschool care, and to food 
provision via their food pantry.  Our daughter went to EPH for pre-school.  The staff is caring and 
talented.  Their building is ready for some renovations and anything the CPC can do to support this 
wonderful organization should be done. 

Thank you. 

Cory Mian 

From: Narnie Jackson 
Received: October 29, 2018 

Grandmother of Kaeci Barnes a student of Pre-school part time program 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Narine Jackson, my grand daughter Kaeci started school at the Elizabeth Peabody House in 
August 2018. Before attending this school and this program my grandbaby was not very sociable and 
would not speak to anyone but me, not even some of her family members at home, however within two 
weeks of enrolling in this program she went from being attached to me to saying hello, and speaking to 
family members she wouldn’t talk to  and having conversations with almost every individual who tries to 
talk to her. This and all the programs that the Elizabeth Peabody House has to offer is a benefit to me/us 
in the community and to our children. My grand baby has improved in a very short space of time 
because of what each teacher and assistance have done in this program.  I know every parent who has 
his/her child attending this school and associated with the programs will agree that we need and 
support this program and should have more of these available in our community.  

Thank You,  
Narine Jackson 

From: Darren Begley 
Received: October 29, 2018 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Darren and my son Dexter has been a student at EPH since he was old enough to enroll in 
the pre-school program. He was in the Purple Room for 3 years, and is now in the after school program. I 
would like to lend my support for a plan to preserve and make needed improvements to the building 
that houses many fine programs, including the EPH pre-school and after school program. 

I relocated here with Dexter and his mother Amanda from Seattle in 2014, knowing no one here when 
we arrived. EPH provided a low-cost daycare option which was a critical component to our stability and 
ability to settle in to our new surroundings. Since that time, Dexter has made many friends in his 
neighborhood through EPH. During pre-school, he got a lot of physical skill-building in the play area in 
the back yard, and also enjoyed the time with the Tufts JumpStart students. He's not the most avid 
reader yet, but he loves books, in part due to that program. Moving to after-school, we were nervous 
about Dexter getting picked up from East Somerville and taken to EPH when he started kindergarten 
there. But Ms India and her staff have made sure the pickups have gone smoothly and securely every 
single time from Day 1. The EPH staff come directly into his East Somerville Community School (ESCS) 
classroom for the pickup, and there's been zero mixups, despite it being pretty chaotic there. Parents 
with children in other after-school programs with transportation provided have had some mixups and 
even a few bad experiences, which we feel fortunate to have avoided completely. Ms Yolanda moved 
into the after-school, and has helped Ms India provide a curriculum that's relaxed and athletic - taking 
the kids outside even on colder days - which we like. Dexter gets to interact with kids older than him, 
which is a good experience. 

The foundation does great things, and could do a lot more with some improvements and maintenance 
to the building. It is an old place, with a lot of history, and should be maintained so that it may continue 
to provide for many members of our community who rely on the EPH foundation for support. 
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Thank you, 
- Darren Begley 

From: Beatrice MacDonald 
Received: October 25, 2018 

Somerville CPA, 

Years ago,  the parents of my two uncles, who lived in the West End of Boston, could not afford the time 
or money for them to have music lessons or to take part in Sports or other educational events. 

They went often to the Elizabetth Peabody House for free music lessons and whatever else was offered. 
Fellowshsip. 

Two of their buddies were Leonard Nemoy and  Leonard Bernstein. Imagine what a thrill for them to 
have met these boys who became famous men and to have become  their friends for life. 

Please find a way to continue this important project , the agency, and the families they serve. 

Good luck with all of the plans. 

Sincerely, Beatrice MacDonald 
Winter Park, FL 

From: Hari Padmanabham 
Received: October 22, 2018 

To the reviewers of Somerville CPA Grant Applications 

I am writing in strong support of the grant application by EPH for preserving the current building and 
helping continue their activities. I have volunteered at the EPH food bank and have seen first hand the 
support they provide to the most vulnerable in the neighbourhood. There is a vital need for institutions 
like EPH in order to channel the resources of the community towards helping those in most need. I 
request you to consider the grant application of EPH favourably. 

Best Regards, 
Hari Padmanabhan 

From: Kathleen and Mark Yates 
Received: October 21, 2018 

To whom it may concern, 

Our children have attended preschool, after-school, and summer camp programs at Elizabeth Peabody 
House since they were three years old. I cannot emphasize enough how important the EPH community 
has become to our family. Beyond providing excellent, full-day care at an affordable cost, we have been 
welcomed into a family of caring and attentive staff and classmates who delight our son and daughter 
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with diverse backgrounds, a safe and supportive atmosphere, creative programming, and plenty of 
exercise. 

As Somerville rapidly grows and changes with incoming businesses and residents, community centers 
like Elizabeth Peabody House will become increasingly important, particularly for families struggling to 
keep up with increasing costs. Please consider them for additional funding support to enable their 
continued operation. 

Best regards, 
Kathleen and Mark Yates 
120 Central St 
Somerville, MA 02145 

From: Vika Zafrin 
Received: October 16, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

I understand that the Elizabeth Peabody House is applying for Somerville CPA funding for the creation of 
a Building Plan. I'm writing in support of their application. 

My son attended preschool at TEPH. Since he transitioned into the Somerville Public Schools, he has 
been spending most vacation weeks in their afterschool program, as well as attending summer camp in 
Sharon through a program set up through TEPH. In the past, when my work schedule allowed it, I've also 
volunteered in their food pantry.  

So I feel that I've got a solid idea of what they do for the community — and it's a lot. Their staff work 
tirelessly to both run and improve their programs. They are frugal, as a socially minded nonprofit must 
be, without attempting to cut corners on important things like professional development. 

Their physical plant is absolutely the center of their activities, and must be kept in good repair. Over the 
years they've struggled with the beautiful, old building they're in. When things go wrong, like a furnace 
goes out in the cold, they work hard to fix things quickly — disruptions affect many struggling families — 
but also the right way. I saw this also in the thoughtful way they approached roof replacement in the 
past year or so. 

Now that their building has a historic designation, they need a solid plan to keep going. I hope your 
office will fund it, so that they get in place a plan that will allow them to focus on their services and plan 
ahead, cutting down on having to deal with emergencies. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

All best, 
-Vika Zafrin 
Somerville resident 
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From: Amanda Rychel 
Received: October 14, 2018 

I have been familiar with the EPH Association since I moved to Somerville in 2014 right around the 
corner. Once my son was old enough, he began attending EPH preschool. He has thrived there and is 
now attends the afterschool program. EPH does so much for the community- from the food bank to the 
education programs, it serves a so many kids and their families in Somerville. The building is where all 
this amazing work happens, but in need of a lot of help. I think for historical reasons for the mission of 
EPH, it is worth investing in. Please fund the new CPA application for Building Condition Assessment and 
Prioritized Rehabilitation Plan, Elizabeth Peabody House Association. 

Thank you, 
Amanda 

Kennedy School- Front Schoolyard, City of Somerville Parks & Open Space + Kennedy PTA 

From: Sean Balon 
Received: October 30, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee, 

I am writing in support of The Kennedy Elementary School’s request for the funding of the Playground 
redesign. 

There are several benefits to this project. 

School: 

The reality is this space is currently an extension of the gym, a gym with no shade, no soft space and no 
opportunities for academic growth.  In the morning during drop off and in the afternoon at pickup, it a 
daunting space except for those (mostly boys) playing aggressive basketball.  During recess, the use is 
more distributed just because of the staggering of recess times, leading to fewer kids on the tarmac.  It 
really looks like a prison activity yard if weren’t for the painted featured on the ground.  On hot days, 
why would you even want recess?  And, why are we making our teachers and administrators working in 
this kind of environment.  I look at the recently redone tot lot at the Kennedy and see a neighbor with 
chickens, garden planters that are part of the Kindergarten curriculum.  I have watched Mr. Sharp 
(middle school science teacher) bring kids out to projects on the sun, orbits etc.…this could be a space 
like at many colleges where collaborative outdoor education could take place.  It would create a 
“campus” feel, one where kids wanted to be, felt safe in and where we could focus on the whole child.  
Many of these kids have no back yards, don’t leave the city, etc.  This is their opportunity to live with a 
little bit of nature, get exercise, learn social skills and use the space year round. 

 Community: 
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My daughter used the site for a summer program run by the Somerville Rec. department in August.  She 
hasn’t gone back.  It was 90 degrees out, the pavement was blazing hot.  It was a big space that might as 
well been a parking lot in terms of usability.  This area has great pedestrian traffic as it is the significant 
transportation hub in terms of access to the T.   

 I attended the presentation meeting.  I thought each project had interesting benefits to the community.  
I think these valuable funds need to be allocated to those projects that have the greatest opportunity to 
a) be completed and b) have the most impact on the Somerville community.  The Kennedy project, while 
potentially expensive is pretty simple: Design it, Build it---Done.  I found the other projects were not as 
mature in the planning process and achieving the final result.  Whether it was related to designs that 
were unclear given the proposed uses of the total space or the lack of clarity as to how the project 
would be completed. 

 Thank You for your consideration. 

Sean Balon 
12 Watson St Somerville 
Father of a 2nd Grader at the Kennedy 

From: Dominic Lachowicz 
Received: October 29, 2018 

To the Community Preservation Committee: 

I am writing in support of the Kennedy School's application for a Community Preservation Grant. 

The Kennedy School's PTA is requesting CPA funds so that the outdoor recreational needs of each 
school’s students and of the surrounding community are met. I am writing to you to support the 
Kennedy School’s ongoing effort to enhance the school’s physical playground and landscape to support 
more creative play, add green space, while continuing to serve the adult community's needs for 
recreational space. 

The school's tot lot and landscaping are examples of how we can do things right, within the constraints 
of the relatively limited urban space. The school's front lot remains an asphalt jungle. The pavement is in 
disrepair. The basketball courts get a fair bit of use from the children during homeroom and recess, and 
by adults especially after 6pm. I'd ask that the city look at the recent success at the Winter Hill School as 
a model - a space that combines creative play, green space/gardens, soccer surface and basketball 
courts, appealing to a variety of audiences and use cases. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as another important step in 
improving our community. 
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Sincerely, 
Dominic Lachowicz, 23 Sargent Ave, Somerville, MA 02145 

From: Ona Ferguson 
Received: October 28, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

As a neighbor and parent of a Kennedy School child, I want to voice my husband and my support for 
designating some of the CPA funding available this year to the Kennedy School yard renovation project. 
Given how compressed open space is in Somerville, making our parks and play spaces for kids/families 
as good as they can be makes a big difference in quality of life to every family here. It is especially 
important for kids to have a nice place to run around while they are in school - for their learning, their 
bodies, and their social development. 

Many thanks to everyone involved in this decision. 

Sincerely, 
Ona Ferguson 
11 Linden Pl, Somerville, MA 02143 

From: Jennifer Coon 
Received: October 26, 2018 

We support the Kennedy School grant application. 
 
Jennifer and Alex Coon 
From: Alderman Mark Niedergang 
Received: October 22, 2018 

Dear Chair Michael Fager and members of the Community Preservation Committee; 

As I will be unable to attend your meeting this Wednesday due to a neighborhood meeting that I am 
hosting, I am writing to express my strong and enthusiastic support for the Kennedy School/City of 
Somerville Dept. of Parks and Open Space application for funds to create a new design for the Kennedy 
School Front Schoolyard. 

I know you have gotten a bunch of emails and will hear testimony from parents and community 
members who will testify as to why this redesign is so badly needed, and how much more value a 
different type of open/park space could add for the students at the Kennedy and for people who live in 
the surrounding community.  I am sure you have walked by there and seen the two full basketball courts 
and realize how underutilized this precious open space is and that it is not an appropriate playspace for 
many children and adults.  So I am not going to repeat what others have and will say probably better 
than I can. 

I do want to emphasize two points as the Ward 5 Alderman: (1) the extent of planning, meetings, and 
support from parents and Kennedy School administration; and (2) that this is as important to do for the 
surrounding community, in my opinion, as it is for the Kennedy School children and parents. 
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I have attended at least a half-dozen meetings with parents and Kennedy School administrators and 
teachers over the past three years in which plans to redesign and redevelop the front playground have 
been discussed.  There have been dozens of people at these meetings and scores more expressing 
support and interest in emails.  The parents have conducted surveys of parents and students to 
determine their interests in elements of the redesign.  There has already been a lot of research done on 
possibilities for a redeveloped front playground.  I have been involved in trying to get funds from the 
City and the School Department to kick start this project, but none have been forthcoming.  There is a 
huge amount of community support and activity already in support of this project, and a lot of 
groundwork has already been done. 

There has been a great deal of discussion in Somerville over the past few years about our need for more 
green and open space because we have so little of it.  There is particularly little of it around the Kennedy 
School, in the Porter Square area.  The large concrete and asphalt surface in front of the school presents 
an opportunity to add to the green space in the City and to turn an existing asset that is less than ideal 
into one that is fantastic.  This is like creating new open and green space.  This will be a boon to the 
school community, the neighborhood and the entire City. 

I urge you to grant the full $75,000 that this application seeks so that the already well-organized group 
advocating for it can get to work creating a great playspace for our children and the neighborhood. 

Thank you for your consideration,  

Mark       
Mark Niedergang 
Ward 5 Alderman   

From: Rebecca Lopes-Filho 
Received: October 24, 2018 

Hello, 

I was unable to attend the Community Preservation meeting this evening so wanted to add my voice to 
that of other parents in the community in support of renovations for the front lot at Kennedy School. My 
son is a second grader there and we hope to remain part of the school for the rest of his elementary and 
middle school years and my younger son will hopefully also attend there. 

My son has no interest in basketball and tends to need a lot of physical time outdoors to remain 
emotionally regulated during school. I have been concerned all along about how he will be able to play 
in the front lot once he reaches 3rd grade. He tends not to be able to be cognizant of people around him 
in space and he's a large-for-his-age child. I worry that he'll end up in conflict with older kids playing 
basketball if he inadvertently interferes with their games while he tries to play tag or imaginative 
running games that interest him.  

I know that any changes would likely take years to complete, but I believe all of the children of the 
community would benefit from a revitalized space that includes plants, natural turf, play structures, 
tables for socializing, and just a generally more diverse multi-use setting.  
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I hope that my opinion will be considered, as a Somerville resident and community member.  

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 
Rebecca Lopes-Filho 
30 St James Ave 

From: Sarah Bruhn 
Received: October 24, 2018 

Dear Mark and Kristen, 

I am writing in support of the Kennedy School's efforts to secure a Community Preservation Grant to 
enhance the large play space lot at the school as I was unable to attend tonight's meeting.  Currently, it 
is a large asphalt field, which doesn't support the physical or socio-emotional development of our 
students in developmentally appropriate ways.   

Optimally, the space could become a mixed-use design, with playground equipment appropriate for 
middle- elementary aged students, green space for students who may want some quiet and reflective 
time, and courts for basketball or other games.  Somerville has many beautiful models of multi-use 
playspaces that we could learn from as we seek to design a space that serves all of our students. 

My oldest daughter, a second grader at the Kennedy who runs and climbs and swings all over the tot lot, 
recently explained to me that when you get to third grade (when students are moved to the big lot for 
recess and drop off), the girls stand on the side and chat and the boys play basketball.  The current open 
asphalt lot reinforces stereotypes about who is supposed to be active and who should be passive during 
recess and other open play times of the day.  All of our children deserve better options for how they use 
their free time, and a Community Preservation Grant would give us the tools to begin designing a 
beautiful space that serves every Kennedy student.   

This is an urgent and important issue and I hope you will give it your full attention. Thank you for your 
time and consideration. 

All the best, 
Sarah Bruhn 
65 Murdock St 

From: Amie O’Hearn 
Received: October 24, 2018 

Dear Esteemed Committee Members, 

Prior to sitting down and writing this testimony, I ordered 30 jump ropes on Amazon.com to ensure that 
all of the third grade girls at the Kennedy Elementary School do not feel like my daughter did at drop off 
this morning.  
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I knew the transition from the tot lot to the "big kid" lot would be a difficult one. Big kids, no 
playground. After working in state government and for politicians for more than 20 years, I am also 
acutely aware that budgets get stretched. And given the choice between keeping the police department 
staffed or building a new playground, the latter is not going to be a priority unless you make it one.  

This year, my child, who used to love school, has started asking me to drive her to school when the bill 
rings so she can skip morning recess. When I inquired why, she told me that in addition to many of her 
friends moving out of town, to communities such as Dedham and Needham, she said that she is lonely 
because there is no playground. She said the Kennedy has two basketballs in the office and whoever 
gets to the playground first, usually the boys, gets "dibs" on the ball.  When I asked what she did during 
this time, she told me she referred the boys basketball games. She simply is not comfortable playing in a 
pickup game with just the boys.  

My daughter plays basketball and she plays well. She plays for the rec league in Somerville and had no 
problem being aggressive when she had to! That she would feel so marginalized that she has to referee 
for her male peers astounds me.  

The second ball, by the way, is deflated. And kids are invited to bring their own balls, but this leads to 
cliques. Particularly among the older kids.  

When I asked her how I could make this better she asked if she could switch schools. I asked if other girls 
felt this way. She said she thought so, but wasnt sure because most of the girls in her class were coming 
in later this year.  I said what would happen if there was a playground for them? She immediately 
brightened and said it would be better. When I asked what they did on the playground she told me it 
was a space for them to play and imagine things. That it didn't feel so lonely to be not included.  

So I did what any parent would do, I sent her to the tot lot because i cannot stand to see her miserable 
and then I ordered 30 jump ropes from amazon for the young women at the Kennedy School because I 
cannot stomach the fact that 30 years after I was in third grade, boys are still running the playground 
and no one will do anything about it.  

I want to note that the administration at Kennedy is wonderful and are doing the best they can with the 
resources they have. Mr. Hurrie and Mr. Marshall are out there every day checking on things. It is up to 
the city to give them the tools to do their job and to help instill confidence in the kids that are going to 
school there.  

Otherwise, you are going to see more families moving to other communities. 

Please consider funding a playground for Kennedy and please let me know what I can do to help.  

Respectfully, 
Amie O'Hearn Breton 
Mom to Maggie 
Grade 3  
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From: Jim Hanley 
Received: October 24, 2018 

To the Community Preservation Committee: 

We are writing in support of the Kennedy School application for a Community Preservation Grant. We 
are requesting CPA funds so that the outdoor recreational needs of the Kennedy School’s students and 
of the surrounding community are met by replacing the asphalt with synthetic turf (like exists at WHCIS, 
ESCS, and Capuano).  These multipurpose all-weather surfaces are a boon to the students and the 
surrounding community seeking athletic and recreational outlets.    

Therefore, we are writing to you to support the Kennedy School’s ongoing effort to enhance the school’s 
physical playground and recreation spaces so the kids will have a safer place to play during and after 
school regardless of the weather or season. 

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as it is both important and 
urgent. 

Sincerely, 
Jim and Lauren Hanley 
Parents of Kennedy students 
Maya (8th grade) and Fiona (6th grade)  

From: Annette McKee 
Received: October 24, 2018 

Hello, 

 

I am a parent of a 6th grade boy at the Kennedy school in Somerville, and I'm writing to urge 
consideration of the playground renovation. My son enjoys a number of sports and uses the front 
playground before and after school with his friends to play sports-related activities like football, 
basketball, and kickball, but also four-square and tag. However, the current playground is conducive 
only to these kinds of activities and is limiting to different sorts of play. Furthermore, the existing asphalt 
is a very hard surface even for these activities and is painful to children when they fall on it, as my son 
knows from experience. Another thing from my observation while watching my son play after school, 
the layout of the playground seems to lend itself to gender-specific play. Most boys seem to be running 
around playing sports, and girls often seem to be mainly standing around. It would be great to have a 
playground design that includes areas for ball-playing sports activities, but also has other areas that 
encourage both boys and girls to run around, climb, jump, and be active. Although injuries can and will 
still occur, having a surface that mitigates them would be better. 

Thank you, 
Annette McKee 
12 Adams St 
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From: Diana Marsh 
Received: October 24, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee: 

We are parents of a first grader at the Kennedy School. We are writing in support of the Kennedy 
School's application for a Community Preservation Grant to improve the front playground area. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to attend tonight's meeting, so we are including our thoughts here. 
 
While the rear tot lot has been beautifully updated in recent years, the children in grades 3 through 8 
have a simple asphalt courtyard in front. This large open space offers a great opportunity to create an 
amenity that benefits not only Kennedy students during the day, but the wider community outside of 
school hours. We support the effort to enhance the school’s physical playground and landscape in 
order to create more varied and equitable play areas. 
 
Currently, the focus of the playground is the two basketball courts. The most boisterous, energetic 
children (mostly boys) seem to dominate the use of this primary real estate. The rest of the play area 
occupies marginal, leftover space around the basketball courts. While there are some foursquare games 
painted on the asphalt, many of the girls and the quieter boys just gather along these edges. This sets up 
a dynamic of the boys and athletes learning that they should be the center of attention, while girls and 
quieter children stand by and watch them perform. By giving the prime space to the extroverted and 
athletic children, the space also suggests to the introverted or less athletic children that they are 
secondary. 
 
Beyond ball courts, there are many other ways that children can play, learn, be creative, and burn off 
energy. We think two major focus areas are missing from the Kennedy playground: 

• Areas for children who want to be active without joining a team sport, such as a climbing wall 
and a series of low terraced seating walls. The parkour movement has many good ideas for 
interesting obstacle-course style activities that children can do on their own, such as balance 
beams and climbing structures. What about a small running track for short sprints? What about 
having other toys and props available for kids during recess, such as hula-hoops and jump ropes 
or giant chess sets? 

• Calm areas for children who want to rest, relax, talk quietly with friends, or read a book. 
These should be landscaped with bushes and shade trees, both of which will also provide 
glimpses of nature and reminders of the changing season.  Seating and wheelchair-accessible 
surfaces should be provided both in sun and in shade, with some seating fixed and some 
moveable, to make the playground more useable through the seasons. Tables will benefit kids 
who want to draw or read or eat a snack. A well-drained lawn area (perhaps even artificial turf) 
will be a welcome place to flop down. 

While many of these other pursuits could be accommodated within the leftover space around the two 
existing basketball courts, might it be possible to remove one of the courts? Do these outdoor courts 
need to remain for the benefit of children during gym classes, or are gym classes always inside the 
school gym? If the latter, removal of one basketball court would open up more creative possibilities for 
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programming the playground. Perhaps some of the children who play basketball now would be happy to 
join other activities if they were available. 
 
Please approve the initial CPG grant so that the Kennedy School can begin the process of updating this 
community resource. Thank you for reading our lengthy email. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diana Marsh 
Mark Breedlove 

From: Kerry Robert 
Received: October 22, 2018 

To the Community Preservation Committee: 
 
I am writing in support of the Kennedy School's application for a Community Preservation Grant.  
 
We are requesting CPA funds so that the outdoor recreational needs of each school’s students and of 
the surrounding community are met. Therefore, I am writing to you to support the Kennedy School’s 
ongoing effort to enhance the school’s physical playground and landscape.  The school is accessible to 
many neighborhoods in the Somerville community.  The lot has the potential to serve the school 
children grades 3-8 as well as the local community through innovative design.  Functionally, the lot must 
still offer parking for the Kennedy staff, I believe this can be accomplished while also adding much 
needed porous green space to serve our community.  Green space in the city is hard to come by and as 
you can see from the data more and more families are choosing to live and raise their children in 
Somerville.  Increasing the spaces for kids to engage in athletics, enjoy outdoor play before and after 
school as well as the weekends would be beneficial.  Incorporating a small amphitheater could support 
our artist community as well as provide the school with another place to perform and the recreation 
department another facility.  Our kids are the future of Somerville let’s invest in them.   
Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as it is both important and 
urgent. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kerry Robert 
Mother of Livia Kilpatrick, 2nd Grader at the Kennedy 
 
From: Giles Kotcher 
Received: October 22, 2018 

Hi Kristen 
 
 I’m interested in the project to renovate the playgrounds at the school and have been involved in other 
projects for public greenspaces and parks here in Somerville, on the Bike Path and at the West Branch 
Library and long ago The two “gardens” in the Teele Sq Veterans Cemetery  
 
Please keep me updated by email 
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thanks 
 
Giles Kotcher 
19 Cedar Avenue 
 
From: Andrea Morrison 
Received: October 19, 2018 

Good morning, 

I am writing in support of the renovation of the Kennedy School playground, which currently looks like a 
cage with a few climbing structures, nothing really imaginative especially considering the age  range of 
children in the school. The gateway to the playground is a cluster of transformers with institutional type 
stairs and a ramp, hardly inviting.  There are so few open spaces in this neighborhood, not much 
appealing to a young growing family even though the demographic has changed a nice recreational 
space could be an attraction for families to stay in the area. 

 

 I grew up in the  home I am  now living in right in front of the  current playground.  At that time there 
was a beautiful old fashioned  park on the site where the school now lives, an attraction for my family 
with nine children.  It served as a meeting and playing place for neighborhood kids and summer 
recreation programs.  I recall a huge fountain, wading pool, swings, softball field, basketball court and a 
paddle tennis court. The Woods park was beautiful.  In the 1960's the need for a larger elementary 
school was evident and the beautiful park yielded to the construction of the Kennedy school which I also 
attended.  

This request for the park  is timely given that the recreation department is celebration 100 
years!  Transforming the park to an updated one that serves the needs of the community by providing 
an open recreational space  for all ages as well as an imaginative play space for the school children is 
one that I hope you will enthusiastically support.  I do hope that you keep neighbors in the loop in terms 
of the design. An important  consideration is ensuring safety so it is  not an attraction to unwanted 
activity which is often a problem in parks.  

In the words on John F. Kennedy for whom that school is named: “If not us, who? If not now, when?” 

This time is now for the board to allocate CPA funding for the project. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Andrea Morrison 

From: Miriam Tepper 
Received: October 18, 2018 
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I am writing as a neighbor of the Kennedy School, to voice my support for the proposal to use 
community preservation act funds to renovate the Kennedy School's schoolyard to make it a resource 
for the community. 

Thank you. 

Miriam Tepper 

From: Laura Pitone 
Received: October 16, 2018 

Community Preservation Committee, 

As a School Committee member, as well as a parent in SPS and a citizen in Somerville, I enthusiastically 
support the CPA application by the City and the Kennedy School to fund the school front yard redesign.  

Open space is limited, in particular at the Kennedy School, therefore care taken to plan the best use to 
serve the broadest population of our community is a valuable investment. Currently, cracked blacktop 
with two basketball hoops limits recess and before and after school activities.  Efforts have been 
made to engage the staff, parents and neighbors to explore interests and ideas for how this space can 
serve the diverse needs of the community.  CPA funds have thankfully supported design efforts for 
outdoor spaces as several schools. For example, the success of the improvements to the Winter Hill play 
space are visible in the quality design as well as the increased number of kids engaging in physical 
activity. School playgrounds serve not only the school community but city residents as well and hope 
that the CPA will fund this valuable community planning project. 

Sincerely,  
Laura Pitone 
School Committee Representative, Ward 5 
Parent to two SPS students 
46 Rogers Avenue 

From: Susanne Althoff & Timothy Maher 
Received: October 13, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee: 
We are writing in support of the Kennedy School's application for a Community Preservation Grant for 
the Front Schoolyard. 
 
Our son is a second-grader at the school. Next year, when he moves to the third grade, we are dreading 
the dismal Front Schoolyard that will be his sole recreational area until the eight grade. 

In its current state offering only two basketball courts, cracked asphalt, and a few benches, the Front 
Schoolyard only accommodates children who like to play basketball -- and this tends to be a small group 
of older boys. All other kids are left lingering around the perimeter with nothing to do. 
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Our son has physical developmental delays, and the Front Schoolyard offers zero recreational options 
for him. The space is dull, dilapidated, devoid of shade, and uninspiring. It doesn't promote varied 
physical fitness, creative play, or social bonding. 

The Front Schoolyard should be a great community resource when school is not in session, but again 
only adults who want to play basketball will find something to do here. Somerville's Recreation Dept. 
uses the Front Schoolyard in the summer for its Parks Program, but it offers little recreational value (and 
in the summer it's blazing hot because of the lack of shade). 

We envision a space that preserves one basketball court but offers so much more to accommodate 
other students and community members. 

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as it is both important and 
urgent. 
 
Sincerely, 
Susanne Althoff and Timothy Maher 
48 Wallace Street, Somerville MA 02144 

From: Danny Thompson 
Received: October 12, 2018 

Hi there, 

I'm writing to plead our case for the Kennedy schools front lot.. My daughter is in 2nd grade, so next 
year she'll be using the front lot. In it's current state, the kids have nothing to do there, which is a 
breeding ground for mischief. The parents of older kids have complained of the kids having nothing but 
a basketball court to play in, and unless you play basketball, well..... 

There will hopefully be a large turnout of comments to push our case forward! 

Thank you,  
Meka Seabury 

From: Caroline Rosas  
Received: October 9, 2018 

Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I hope that this email finds you well. I am a parent of two boys at the Kennedy here at the Kennedy as 
well as being on the PTA board. 
 
I 100% support the Kennedy  front lot project. It would be amazing to see something happen there - 
playing basketball is great but doesn’t apply to all the students. Plus, it gets hot out there! 
 
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions for me. 
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Thank you and have a great day, 
Caroline  
 
From: Christina Linklater 
Received: October 5, 2018 

Please do fund renovation of the playground at the Kennedy School. The children really need to run 
around and play in order to be happy and calm and ready to learn! 
 
Best wishes, 
Christina Linklater 
9 Charnwood Road 

From: Roxane Scrima 
Received: October 5, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee,    

As a homeowner and teacher in Somerville, I would love the support of your committee to help make 
changes to our paved basketball courts and provide space for "all children".  Having basketball has been 
great for the community and school but not all students access this sport.  Therefore, if we could 
develop more areas (green space) and sections for our students and community to utilize, it would offer 
more students the opportunity to use the outdoor space.  Thank you. 

Roxane Scrima 

From: Matt McKeon 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Ms. Stelljes: 
 
I would like to voice my support for a 2019 CPA planning grant for the Kennedy School Front Schoolyard. 
The yard is currently a large expanse of fenced blacktop, affording a limited variety of opportunities for 
play. It was heartbreaking for me to see my daughter, who loves to climb and play soccer, move from 
our well-equipped K-2 playground to the front schoolyard when entering 3rd grade -- only to idle around 
it in the morning and at recess because it is entirely taken up by boys playing basketball and football.  
 
We need to make a wider variety of outside movement activities available to our 3-8th graders, to 
accommodate more play styles and get more kids exercising. In particular it seems as if there's a strongly 
gendered component to our current front schoolyard design, one that excludes many girls from active 
play during the school day. 
 
This grant would enable us as a community to conceive and design a more inclusive play area, that 
better meets the needs of our kids. 
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Thank you, 

Matt McKeon 
103 Belmont St 

From: Mark Jewell 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
  
I am the parent of a 6th grade boy attending Kennedy School, and I'm writing in support of the 
Kennedy's Community Preservation Act application to fund the design of a new playground.  
The Kennedy playground is relatively small, and is equipped with structures that are age appropriate for 
students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the third graders have “aged out” of the 
playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to engage the students in grades four through 
eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is currently only equipped with basketball hoops. 
The renovated Kennedy playground will offer adequate play space for all Kennedy students, as well as 
an indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Five community. I respectfully request that the 
Community Preservation Committee support the Kennedy School’s schoolyard and playground design 
application.  
  
Thank you. 
  
Mark Jewell 
64 Hooker Avenue  
 
From: Karen Miller 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I am a parent at the Kennedy school and have been for nine years. I have spent many an hour on the 
blacktop with various school functions picking up/dropping off. That blacktop is hard and hot. My kids 
don't want to play ball, so have nothing to do at recess - one of them got permission to not go outside 
for recess at all. This is sad to me. There's not nice seating, no green space and NO shade. I fully support 
the Kennedy's CPA application. 
 
Thank you, 
-Karen Miller 
Mom to Anya, grade 6 and Guen, grade 9 

From: Ellenor Barish 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Hello. I am writing to express my support for the Kennedy School’s application for CPA grant funds. 
Thank you, 
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Ellenor Barish 
From: Marla Wessland 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Hi, Kristen. Although my child won't be able to enjoy any changes to the Kennedy School front 
"playground" (she's been a Kennedy student since kindergarten but is now in 8th grade), I strongly 
support their CPA application. That area is really overdue for some improvements so that more 
students, with a variety of interests, can safely enjoy it. 

Marla Wessland 

From: Lisa Mayer 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Hello,  
 
I am a Somerville resident with a child in the Kennedy School. I am writing to voice my support for the 
school to receive the $75,000 planning grant to improve the front playground. The school needs this 
upgrade for our students to be healthy and safe. 
 
Thank you for consideration. 
 
Lisa Mayer 
 

From: David Sakowski 
Received: October 3, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I strongly support the Kennedy's CPA application. The school is in dire need of a new playground. Seeing 
the new playgrounds at Argenziano and Winter Hill makes it even more obvious that Kennedy's blacktop 
is not up to the high standards Somerville has set for it's schools. 

Sincerely, 

David Sakowski (Father of Dorothy Sakowski kindergarten student at Kennedy School) 

From: Kristen Cox 
Received: October 2, 2018 

To the Community Preservation Committee: 
I am writing in support of the Kennedy School's application for a Community Preservation Grant. 
 
We are requesting CPA funds so that the outdoor recreational needs of each school’s students and of 
the surrounding community are met. Therefore, I am writing to you to support the Kennedy School’s 
ongoing effort to enhance the school’s physical playground and landscape for several reasons.  
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1. Though I love that kids have an area to play sports and get out energy in the morning, walking 
by in the mornings it seems that only a small portion of students are playing and the rest are 
huddled on the sides trying not to get hit by footballs or basketballs. I would like to see a place 
for the rest of the kids to play ideally slightly sheltered from the sports areas. I don't think it 
needs to be anything huge. It seems the biggest draws on the tot lot are monkey bars, the hill 
(which is soft and its surrounding areas are frequently used as a gymnastics mat) and a place to 
hide or around. I really like the natural look (a nice contrast to a busy area around Kennedy) and 
flexibility (imagination-wise) of the new park on Central Street which seem to have simple 
pieces.  

2. I don't have first hand experience but I have heard from parents whose children do camps that 
the blacktop area get very hot in the spring and summer. Shade, even if it by awnings instead of 
trees would be welcome too. 

3. Since my daughter is only in 2nd grade, I do feel a bit out of my element commenting on what 
I've only seen not experienced so I think including the current 3rd graders (who have just 
transitioned to the front lot from the tot lot to comment on what they miss or find jarring) and 
8th graders (who have the most experience there) would provide great insight.  

4. Lastly, I have heard there are issues with plowing and pavement but I think, surely, some other 
district with snowy winters has tips and the project should not be dismissed or written off hand.  

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as it is both important and 
urgent. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kristen Cox 
MT Fiona Cox, 7 years old currently in 2nd grade and Ian, 3.5 years old (and future Kennedy student) 

From: Alex Epstein 
Received: October 2, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I have reviewed the 6 historic and 3 open space applications.  I would like to voice my support for the 
Kennedy School front schoolyard redesign project.  At modest cost, this would provide a sorely needed 
amenity for both the K-8 students at this neighborhood school as well as a publicly accessible recreation 
resource for families (since the schoolyard is not publicly accessible).   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, 

Alex Epstein 
5 Windsor Road 

From: Eliza Johnston 
Received: October 2, 2018 

To the Community Preservation Committee: 
I am writing in support of the Kennedy School's application for a Community Preservation Grant.  
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We are requesting CPA funds so that the outdoor recreational needs of each school’s students and of 
the surrounding community are met. Therefore, I am writing to you to support the Kennedy School’s 
ongoing effort to enhance the school’s physical playground and landscape because I think its important 
that 3-8th graders have access to creative play space that allows them to get their energy out and build 
community with their peers. My current 2nd grader regularly uses the monkey bars and swings and 
climbs on the rope structure in the tot lot. Having access to engaging equipment is especially important 
for kids who can find recess a socially stressful time of the school day. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will prioritize this project, as it is both important and 
urgent. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eliza Johnston, Izzy's mom 
 
From: Jessica Bodner 
Received: October 1, 2018 

Dear Community Preservation Committee, 

I am writing this letter in whole-hearted support for the Kennedy School to receive funding for a 
playground renovation. I have been quite impressed to receive notices about this from a parent in our 
area, and I want to support the efforts of the PTA to move forward with this project. I am the parent of a 
3-year old, and we have honestly been thinking to move before he begins elementary school. We 
absolutely love our home and love Somerville, and have heard good things about the schools, but we 
honestly do have some concerns that are making us look at other options. Showing support for things 
like a new playground certainly gives all in the community confidence that every part of a child's 
education is being explored and improved upon. 

I will unfortunately be out of town on the day of the public meeting, but please do not hesitate to 
contact me through email if I can be of any further help. 

Best wishes, 
Jessica Bodner 

From: Amanda Guidon 
Received: October 1, 2018 

Hello-  
Please strongly consider funding the proposed project to construct a new play space for the children at 
the Kennedy. They currently play on concrete without trees or shade and have no playground 
structures. As neighborhood residents and parents, we think that in addition to the obvious benefit in 
the lives of the children and families, there would also be financial and intangible benefit for the 
surrounding businesses and homeowners if this space were modernized.  Thanks so much! 
Amanda and Arnaud Guidon 
85 cedar street #2  
Somerville ma 02143 

61 
 



 
From: Frank Martin 
Received: October 1, 2018 

Hi - as a parent of 2 (and soon 3) Kennedy students I fully support the playground renovation!  Some of 
the features of Albion playground would work well here like the grass and seating area.  The current 
courts are dominated by a handful of kids playing basketballs, and the rest of the kids (and especially 
girls) seem to have nowhere to play.  And kids are playing football on asphalt - we can do much 
better.  This ares is especially starved for green space and the broader community would embrace this 
space year round and on weekends.   This space is often empty at times when the surrounding 
playgrounds are packed with people. 

Thanks, 
Frank Martin 

 

62 
 



  

191	  Highland	  Avenue,	  Suite	  2B,	  Somerville,	  MA	  02143	  	  	  p:	  617.776.2200	  	  	  f:	  617.629.3895	  	  	  actorsshakespeareproject.org	  

	  
October	  31,	  2018	  	  
	  
Dear	  Members	  of	  the	  Community	  Preservation	  Committee,	  
	  
I’m	  writing	  to	  strongly	  support	  Arts	  at	  the	  Armory’s	  project	  for	  window	  restoration	  as	  part	  of	  the	  FY19	  
CPA	  Funding	  Process.	  	  	  	  
	  
As	  a	  fellow	  tenant	  in	  the	  Armory	  building,	  our	  offices	  are	  located	  right	  next	  to	  the	  Performance	  Hall.	  	  We	  	  
can	  attest	  to	  the	  incredible	  quantity	  and	  quality	  of	  events	  at	  the	  Armory,	  which	  we	  witness	  firsthand	  year-‐
round.	  	  The	  numbers	  are	  impressive:	  700+	  events	  annually	  across	  3	  spaces,	  which	  is	  no	  exaggeration!	  	  
These	  numbers	  speak	  to	  the	  vibrancy	  of	  the	  cultural	  programming	  in	  this	  building	  and	  how	  that	  vibrancy	  
resonates	  throughout	  our	  community.	  	  There	  is	  always	  something	  going	  on,	  from	  concerts	  to	  kids’	  musical	  
theater	  camps	  to	  open	  mic	  poetry	  readings.	  	  It’s	  a	  very	  special	  place.	  	  
	  
While	  improving	  the	  windows	  in	  the	  building	  doesn’t	  directly	  benefit	  my	  organization,	  it	  does	  greatly	  
benefit	  the	  place	  we	  call	  home	  –	  an	  incredible	  community	  space	  that	  has	  a	  tremendous	  impact	  in	  the	  
local	  area.	  	  	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  being	  a	  tenant	  theatre	  company	  in	  this	  building,	  who	  greatly	  appreciates	  our	  “home,”	  I	  am	  
also	  a	  long-‐time	  Somerville	  resident	  who	  thinks	  of	  the	  Armory	  as	  a	  home	  in	  more	  ways	  than	  one.	  	  As	  a	  
Somerville	  resident,	  I	  cannot	  highlight	  enough	  the	  importance	  of	  this	  building	  in	  our	  community.	  	  These	  
funds	  will	  allow	  the	  Armory	  to	  sustain	  and	  increase	  its	  programming,	  of	  further	  sound	  proofing	  efforts	  to	  
keep	  neighbors	  happy,	  and	  move	  us	  toward	  energy	  efficiency	  we	  try	  to	  become	  more	  green	  as	  a	  city.	  	  	  
	   	  
I	  strongly	  encourage	  you	  to	  fund	  the	  Armory’s	  window	  improvement	  project.	  	  	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
	  
Mara	  Sidmore	  	  
Interim	  Managing	  Director	  	  
Actors’	  Shakespeare	  Project	  
	  



 
 
 
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
ARTS COUNCIL 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 
MAYOR 

 
28 October 2018 
 
Dear CPC Members: 
 
As you know, the Somerville Arts Council is applying for CPA Open Space/Recreation Land 
funding for the ArtFarm Project.  
 
Arts at the Armory has also asked me, in my role as Executive Director of the Somerville Arts 
Council, to endorse their application in the Historic Resources category for the Somerville 
Armory Window project.  
 
The Armory is a great resource for the community, offering different sized spaces and 
venues for both visual and performing arts as well as arts education programs and various 
cultural and community events. 
 
I can attest to the importance and uniqueness of the Armory in the Somerville artistic 
community. There is no other venue quite like it in this area, when you consider capacity, the 
flexible configurations for different styles of performance, and their willingness to provide a 
home for such a wide range of artistic disciplines and community and cultural events. 
 
This is a great community asset in Somerville, and for the broader region.  I encourage the 
CPC first and foremost to fund ArtFarm, but secondly to fund the Somerville Armory Window 
Project. 
 
 
In strong support, 
 
 
 
Gregory Jenkins 
Executive Director 
 

CITY HALL ANNEX ● 50 EVERGREEN AVENUE ● SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02145 
(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2985 ● FAX: (617) 666-4325 

www.somervilleartscouncil.org 

           Gregory Jenkins







 

 

Latoya DePina 
1(617) 922-5102 
LATOYA.MADE@GMAIL.COM 

29th October 2018 

Kristen Stelljes, CPA Manager 
Somerville City Hall 
93 Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02143 
kstelljes@somervillema.gov 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

My name is Latoya DePina and I am a volunteer worker for the Shepherd’s 
Kitchen Food Pantry at Mission Church, in Somerville, MA . I assist in providing 
our neighbors who are in need (in the Somerville & surrounding communities) 
with high quality food and resources for sustained, healthy lives and healthy 
communities.  

This establishment is a pillar in providing community services directly to the 
people of the Somerville community. The focus is on families, with the core of 
Mission (hense the name “Mission”) being a passion for serving the people. In 
my seven (7) years of volunteering here, I’ve been a part of various community 
service activities which Mission has initiated such as, donating and delivering 
mother and infant supplies to the Caspar sober living home, numerous 
clothing drives to support men, women & children with winter gear, school 
supplies giveaways, donating time to the residents at the Little Sisters of The 
Poor elderly care center, and serving police and firefighters with 
complimentary refreshments at several Somerville stations.  

I cannot emphasize enough the dire need for the upkeep of this historic 
community building, and how imperative this establishment is to a great 
number of residents in our Somerville Community. The continuance of these 
(community service programs as seen above) and many others waivers on the 
operational access to this landmark building. Which in turn requires a fully 
functioning and solid foundation.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 



 

 

Latoya DePina 
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