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Submit an electronic copy (fillable PDF available at www.somervillema.gov/CPA) no later than 5:00pm Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
to: Kristen Stelljes, kstelljes@somervillema.gov. [Download and save file before you begin typing to ensure work is saved.] 

PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT LOCATION: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT(S) NAME / ORGANIZATION: _________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT PERSON: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _______________________________ 

EMAIL: _______________________________ 

Please indicate (X) all categories that apply to this 
project (at least one). For more detailed information on 
these categories, refer to the “Community Preservation 
Act Funding Allowable Uses” chart on the next page. 

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP: 
Legal Property Owner of Record (if applicable): 
__________________________________________ 
Is the owner the applicant? Yes No 
If No, does the applicant have site control or written 
consent of the property owner to submit an application? City of Somerville must be co-applicant on all projects on City property. 

Yes (Attach documentation)  
No (Project will be deemed ineligible for this applicant) 

FOR HISTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS: 
Is the resource in a Local Historic District and/or listed on the State Register of Historic Places?       Yes          No 

(you can check designation at mhc-macris.net) 
If no, has the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission made a determination that the resource is significant?     Yes          No 
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PROJECT SUMMARY: 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

FY19 FUNDING CYCLE 
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FORM 

http://www.somervillema.gov/CPA
mailto:emonea@somervillema.gov
http://mhc-macris.net/
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FOR CPC USE:  Date Received _________ Date Reviewed ________ Date Applicant Notified ________ 

Eligible          Potentially Eligible      Not Eligible      More Information Needed  

 COMMENTS: 

PROJECT STATUS (What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to 
inform the proposed project?): 



 

Community Preservation Act Funding Allowable Uses 

 Open Space Recreational Land Historic Resources Community Housing 

 

Land to protect existing and future well 
fields, aquifers and recharge areas, 
watershed land, agricultural land, 
grasslands, fields, forest land, fresh and 
salt water marshes and other wetlands, 
ocean, river, stream, lake and pond 
frontage, beaches, dunes and other 
coastal lands, lands to protect scenic 
vistas, land for wildlife or nature preserve 
and land for recreational use. 

Land for active or passive 
recreational use including, but not 
limited to, the use of land for 
community gardens, trails, and 
noncommercial youth and adult 
sports, and the use of land as a park, 
playground or athletic field. 
 
Does not include horse or dog racing 
or the use of land for a stadium, 
gymnasium or similar structure. 

Building, structure, vessel, real 
property, document or artifact 
listed on the state register of 
historic places or determined by 
the Somerville Historic 
Preservation Commission to be 
significant in the history, 
archeology, architecture or culture 
of the city or town. 

Housing for low and moderate 
income individuals and families, 
including low or moderate 
income seniors. 
 
Moderate income is less than 
100%, and low income is less 
than 80%, of US HUD Area Wide 
Median Income. 

Acquisition 
Obtain property interest by gift, purchase, devise, 
grant, rental, rental purchase, lease or otherwise. 
Only includes eminent domain taking as provided 

by G.L. c. 44B. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Creation 
To bring into being or cause to exist.  

Seideman v. City of Newton, 452 Mass. 472 (2008). 
Yes Yes No Yes 

Preservation 
Protect personal or real property from injury, 

harm or destruction. 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Support 
Provide grants, loans, rental assistance, security 

deposits, interest-rate write downs or other forms 
of assistance directly to individuals and families 
who are eligible for community housing, or to 
entity that owns, operates or manages such 
housing, for the purpose of making housing 

affordable. 

No No No 
Yes, includes funding 

for Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund 

Rehabilitation and Restoration 
Make capital improvements, or extraordinary 

repairs to make assets functional for intended use, 
including improvements to comply with federal, 
state or local building or access codes or federal 

standards for rehabilitation of historic properties. 

Yes, if acquired or created 
with CPA funds Yes Yes Yes, if acquired or 

created with CPA funds 

 


	PROJECT NAME: Environmental Improvements, Conservation of the Palladian Window and the Bulfinch Staircase
	PROJECT LOCATION: One Westwood Road, Somerville, MA 02143
	APPLICANTS NAME  ORGANIZATION: Somerville Museum
	CONTACT PERSON: Barbara Mangum
	MAILING ADDRESS: 9 Josephine Avenue, Somerville, MA 02144
	PHONE: 617 331 7726(cell)
	EMAIL: bmangum411@aol.com
	Open SpaceAcquisition: 
	Recreational LandAcquisition: 
	Historic ResourcesAcquisition: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyAcquisition: 
	Open SpaceCreation: 
	Recreational LandCreation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyCreation: 
	Open SpacePreservation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyPreservation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlySupport: 
	Rehabilitation Restoration: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyRehabilitation Restoration: 
	PROJECT SUMMARY:      The Somerville Museum, incorporated as the Somerville Historical Society in 1897, requests support for a number of activities required to secure the Museum's future as outlined in its 2010-2020 Strategic Plan. These include bringing the Museum's exhibition and collection storage areas up to the standards of the American Association of Museum's standards for collection care.          Funds are also requested to conserve the Bulfinch staircase, one of the most significant items in the Museum's collection.  The first aspect of conservation will be to undertake an engineering study of the staircase to determine how it responds to loads.  The connection of the staircase to the Museum's interior wall will be opened up and inspected.  Various elements of the railings that are broken will be repaired. The problem of flaking paint will be addressed as will the aesthetics of the piece.  Finally, the Museum requests funds for a carpet runner to cover the stairs and landing to prevent them from wearing with use, if it is determined that limited use can be had without damage to the staircase.
	PROJECT STATUS What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to inform the proposed project:      This project will enable preservation of the Museum's largest and  most visible important work, the 1792 Bulfinch staircase as well as preserve for the future the  extensive collection of archives, photographs, paintings, furniture, works of art on paper, books and other materials related to the history of Somerville.     The Somerville Historical Society was founded in 1897 and is one of the earlier historical societies in the country.  The membership built the current building in the 1920s to house the collections of the individual members, who donated these to the Society.  In the 1940s, the Museum acquired the Bulfinch staircase from a donor, who had earlier been associated with the McLean Asylum for the Insane,i.e., the Joseph Barrell mansion of Pleasant Hill (Cobble Hill).  As preservation of the collections is of fundamental importance to the people of Somerville for which the Museum is held in trust, a full scheme of renovations were planned to renovate the basement to house collections at a high standard of care in the 1980s.  Unfortunately, the funds raised were not enough to allow all of the design to be built.  Heating and air handling ductwork and fans were installed, but air conditioning and the ability to control the humidity were not.  As a result, the basement became overly humid and mold developed within the walls and above the ceiling. Salts also formed beneath the vinyl tile on the floor and caused the tile to break apart, generating dust.  The ceiling paint within the rooms now is flaking off in areas due to past leaks and high relative humidity in the summer.       Sculpture & Decorative Arts Conservation Services LLC conducted the first environmental study of the Museum in 2004.  A list of priority activities were suggested and many of these have been completed to improve the climate, starting with replacement of the leaking slate roof and repair of the gutters and downspouts in 2011-2013, followed by window repair in 2013-14.      With funding made available by the CPA in FY15, the Museum continued to improve the environment of the building for collection preservation by insulating the attic, installing storm windows and window shades, installing a backup sump pump and monitoring the climate.  As a result of the monitoring, the high relative humidity of the basement has been thoroughly documented and a total of 7 portable dehumidifiers are now operational in the basement during the summer high humidity months to try and keep the humidity down to 50%.       With the insulation of the building in place, the next phase of the strategic plan is ready for commencement.  This is to remove the collections in the basement to safe storage at Historic New England, to remove the mold in the basement, which is a danger to humans and collections alike, to rehabilitate the space for collection storage, to provide adequate storage furniture of the right type for the variety of collections and to provide climate control throughout the building for collections in storage and on exhibition.  Historic New England has given an estimate for one year's worth of storage at their facility for our collection.  Companies who can remove the mold have been contacted for estimates and the architectural firm of Peter Quinn Architects is on board with designing the storage facility.  HVAC engineers are being interviewed to undertake the design of the climate control system and investigations are being made into storage furniture. Estimates are being prepared for the deadline of the FY19 CPA in the Fall.     
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