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COMMENTS FROM COMMUNITY MEETINGS ON JANUARY 16 & JANUARY 24 
January 16 (15 comments) 
Laura Beretsky asked for a show of hands for those who came to the meeting to support the Brown and 
West Somerville design application to demonstrate the large amount of support. The schoolyard 
accommodates 179 school children as well as the larger community. Ms. Beretsky collected letters of 
support from students. She shared some of their comments about their schoolyard which included 
students commenting that they play soccer and their balls end up in the dumpster, the wood chips get in 
their eyes and shoes. She knows a third grader who broke his arm falling off the equipment in the tot 
lot. Fifth graders want play equipment appropriate for their age group.  
 
Jeremiah Jordon shared his support for the Brown and West Somerville Neighborhood School. He said 
the design process would help to build community and the process would not be behind closed doors. 
The West Somerville already incorporated the design process into their STEAM night. 
 
Community member expressed her support for the Community Growing Center project. The Center is 
amazing and has diverse programming all summer long. It does a lot to educate the community. It is 
need of an update. The pathways are bumpy and are not safe. The Center really does need this money. 
 
Brandon Wilson spoke on behalf of the Community Growing Center. It is a testament to the volunteers 
that have kept it going and it now needs to be rejuvenated. The Brown School needs updating though it 
may not be critical because it provides opportunities for creative playspace. She also expressed her 
support for the Dilboy project because the City is in need of soccer fields. 
 
Kathleen Seward spoke on behalf of the Brown and West Somerville projects. She is the current principal 
of the West Somerville and had been principal of the Brown school. Over 600 students use these 
playgrounds each day and they are desperately in need of improvement. The West Somerville provides 
space for summer camps and the Brown does not have a gym. The surrounding neighbors also use the 
schoolyards. Her children attended the East Somerville, Capuano, and Argenziano schools and she can 
attest to the benefit of updated playspaces.  
 
A student at the Brown School expressed support for the Brown design application. When it is raining or 
cold they have to stay inside their classroom because they do not have a gym.  
 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE  

MAYOR
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Coleen Cunningham is a parent at the West Somerville. She said there is a need for space for older 
children to play. Her kindergartener is already feeling bored with the play structure.  
 
Community member said that all of these projects are so worthy but there is nothing like the Growing 
Center in the City and that is worth a great deal.  
 
Community member said that it has been very hard to find open spaces to bring children in her 
biodiversity education program. She recently found the Growing Center and thinks it is a wonderful 
space.  
 
Eva Leung said that the Growing Center is not just about upgrading ADA but is also about leveraging 
community connections and partnerships to explore the potential management of parks and community 
resources. As a designer she has never seen a City owned space managed by the community and 
continued support is essential as they move from design to implementation.  
 
Tori Antonino would like to support all projects that recreate ecosystems creating native plants which 
are Blessing of the Bay Park, Community Growing Center. Rebuilding connections to nature restores 
health to people who live in a city. She asked if the Dilboy fields would be fully grass in perpetuity. She 
encouraged the use of nature spaces in the school yards. 
 
Rachel Borgatti lives next to the Brown School and her children attend the West Somerville 
Neighborhood School. She is also the chair of the Conservation Committee. She said that the 
playgrounds are third spaces. They are highly used by day cares and a place to hang out before and after 
school. She said we need to think about what the redesign will be. No matter what the playground will 
go from being a solid concrete playground to including more natural space and will allow for more 
infiltration of stormwater. Somerville’s diversity is so important and having a place where everyone can 
gather is very important.  
 
Carrie Normand is a Ward 7 School Committee member. She said that for many students the 
schoolyards are their only access to open space. They are active before school. Much has been done to 
improve what happens inside the schools but more needs to be done to improve what’s being done 
outside the schools. Having a place to play is essential to their ability to do well in school.  
 
Stephanie Hirsch is an Alderman at Large and wanted to thank all of the presenters. She supports all of 
the projects but wanted to speak for the importance of the Dilboy project for making improvements to 
the City’s fields and making progress on the Fields Master Plan.  
 
Brown School PTA member said that there is so much that could be done at the Brown School to help 
them use their motor skills based on what she has seen in other great playgrounds around the City.  
 
January 24 (8 comments) 
Abby Friedman said Ms. Oliveira has met with the Historic Preservation Commission and the 
Commission is very excited about the Prospect Hill Park. She said the Elizabeth Peabody House and the 

2 
 



Election Records project have also presented to the Commission. The Commission hopes the repairs to 
the roof will raise the preservation awareness of the Association and they will take on greater 
preservation of the façade of the building. She also noted that the Historic Preservation Commission was 
awarded funds to provide small grants to buildings in local historic districts and Adelbert Carpenter 
House could apply for those funds once the program is up and running.  
 
Andrew Ringler spoke in favor of the ArtFarm project.  As a local artist, he recently created decorations 
for the fence with another artist. He is excited for it to become a space for arts, cultural, and farming 
programs.  
 
Robert Smith supports ArtFarm as a member of the Arts Council. It’s a way for the city to nurture all 
forms of arts and cultures, where all can shine and be seen and experienced by the rest of the 
community.  
 
Andrew Kopacz said he has a soft spot for the Elizabeth Peabody House project. He thinks they do a 
swell job of keeping kids off the street while their parents are working. He said he does not support the 
Prospect Hill Park design which has expensive elements. He is supportive of ArtFarm as an artist and a 
gardener.  
 
Greg Ghazil supports ArtFarm. There is no better way forward than something as inclusive as this 
community space could be.  
 
Heather Balchunas came to support ArtFarm. She walked by the space and became very excited about 
it. She is also supportive of the Elizabeth Peabody House project and thinks it’s important to support 
those who may not have the means. 
 
Brandon Wilson spoke in favor of the Elizabeth Peabody House project. She would like to see a 
preservation restriction put on the property. The Association replaced vinyl siding with wooden siding so 
is taking the building in the right direction. She thinks the ArtFarm is wonderful and she’s delighted it’s 
going to become permanent. Ms. Wilson said she is supportive of Ms. Dixon’s work. She is also 
supportive of having other types of records digitized and said that other records may be higher priority. 
She said the Prospect Hill Park is extremely important. The docent program that has opened the Tower 
to the public has been very popular.  
 
Somerville Arts Council and Vernon Street Studios member said that the artist community has a lack of 
infrastructure space to show their work in Somerville. Developing and supporting community places like 
ArtFarm to display art is greatly important.  
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS ACCEPTED JANUARY 3 TO MARCH 16, 2017 
 
Comments covering multiple projects 
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From: Tori Antonino 
Received: February 22, 2018 
Hello CPC, 
Below are CPA projects I support followed by CPA projects that I don't think should be funded.  Thank 
you for considering this email in your decision making process. 

Projects I support and why. In order of importance: 

1)Somerville Community Growing Center Restoration and Rehabilitation 
The Growing Center provides a unique opportunity in Somerville, to experience nature and gardening.  It 
is a sanctuary from city life and it needs to be restored.  The Terra Cura redesign is something that I 
would like us to move forward on.  I see this rehabilitation project as a way to rejuvenate this jewel of a 
park, increase community interest, provide more programming with the new spaces, and to be an 
example of the need for more botanical gardens in the city. 

2) Prospect Hill Rehabilitation Blended Project 
This historical passive park in Somerville is a community favorite and is deserving of rehabilitation.  The 
community process lead by Luisa Oliveira has been exemplary and I would be ecstatic if this project 
would receive funding. This blended project will give much needed historical interpretation to this site. 
The replenishing of plants in the beds, the wild spaces, and the erosion control on the hill will create 
biodiversity and will re-introduce many of the pollinators we have kicked out because of our overuse of 
non-native species. I think if this project were funded it would become a tourist destination. We could 
even advertise it as such through other local and state historical chapters. 

3) Blessing of the Bay Boathouse 
I love that this project coalesces so many conservationists' groups.  We are stronger and more creative 
when we work together.  I don't believe too many cooks spoil the broth.  I think too many cooks 
can work synergistically and create division of labor to successfully execute projects. I love that in this 
plan includes Groundwork's goal of creating a park stewardship program which I think could be applied 
to other parks in Somerville. That this project would create a more welcoming accessible and useable 
space to an underserved population makes it a priority. 

4) Community Path Design-Invasive Plant Removal and Increasing Tree canopy 
Restoring our ecosystem is no longer a choice of something to do.  It is a necessity if we are to reel in 
climate change and restore our wildlife and pollinator populations.  Removing invasive Norway maples 
and bittersweet which kill and prevent native species from surviving is imperative. Having a plan on how 
we can execute this is necessary for the success of ecosystem restoration. 

5) 5 Palmer Land Acquisition 
We need to acquire as many properties as possible to create new open space and achieve our 
Somervision goal of 125 new acres of Open Space. Any opportunities of properties that come online, 
especially near schools need to be taken advantage of. 

 

4 
 



6) Dilboy Renovation of Natural Grass Auxiliary Field Space 
Our athletic teams need more field space.  Now that we have an athletic fields expert in our Parks and 
Rec department this project makes sense and should be funded. 

II. Projects that I do not support and why 
1) East Somerville Community Schoolyard Enhancement Project 
Although I support enhancing this schoolyard, I feel that this design does not take into account how this 
schoolyard is used.  If one were to observe how this area is used, one would see that the favorite activity 
is to dig in the dirt.  They do this just as much if not more than the crumb rubber playground equipment. 
If we were to make the replanting of this schoolyard work, we would need to involve the kids in the 
planting and planning.  I think we can successfully replant parts of this schoolyard through winter 
seeding and fall plantings using plugs (baby plants).  This increases chances of viability and would not 
require irrigation of the site. Other parts of the schoolyard might best be left as dirt. 

2) ArtFarm 
I love the concept of this project: but until the city and the state creates a noise/pollution barrier along 
28,it is a dangerous place for humans, especially the little ones, to be. 

Particulate matter from highways is a real and understudied health risk.  Populations in East Somerville 
are at increased risk of mortality, cancers, asthma, autism, and cardiovascular disease.  In California, it is 
illegal to build schools within 300 yards of highways. 

I support ArtFarm on the contingency that barriers are put up along McGrath Highway or design 
elements are put in place to mitigate pollution.   

Thank you, CPC, for your service to the community, and your thoughtfulness in choosing projects for 
2018. 

Best of luck, 
Tori Antonino 

From: Alan Bingham 
Received: February 9, 2018 
 
a) I attended the presentations on CPC funding recently and had wanted to check out some aspects pf a 
submission that were concerning me.  

I reviewed the CPC charter on funding for historic preservation online regarding historic preservation of 
non-structures. This was in response to the presentation regarding funds from the CPC for preservation 
electronically of electoral records of the city. While I believe this is a good cause to preserve these in a 
format that will last, it seems to me that the application for CPC funding does not qualify for funding 
because it falls outside the charter. 

In reading what is allowed and covered I note from the regulations the following, which I am cutting and 
pasting.  
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This is in Section 4 Allowable projects...... 

Building, structure, vessel, real property, document or artifact listed on the state register of historic 
places or determined by the     Somerville Historic Preservation Commission to be significant in the 
history, archeology, architecture or culture of the city or town. 

I believe that the documents that have been presented for CPC funding for restoration and preservation 
of city electoral records and NOT listed on the state register of historic places nor have they been 
determined by the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission to be significant. 

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission is not chartered to review documents, and while we 
like to preserve things of historical importance this is outside our realm as we are chartered to review 
for significance structures, and historic vessels. Documents are not included. 

Therefore I would recommend that funding be denied for this project under the CPC charter as it stands 
currently. 

b) I do endorse the application for the church to repair its roof as it seems to me that sealing the 
structure to limit any further damage is a priority for historic preservation. This church, now used as a 
day care, is a definite asset to the city and should be preserved. 

Regards 
Alan Bingham 

Full disclosure: I am a Somerville resident and am also vice chair of the historic preservation commission. 

Note: The elections documents received were determined to be historically significant by the Somerville 
Historic Preservation Commission on October 17, 2017. Letter can be found on page 16-17 of the 
submitted application at: https://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/fy18-cpa-application-
election-records.pdf 

ArtFarm 
 
From: Brickbottom Artists’ Association Board of Directors 
Received: February 19, 2018 
 
Community Preservation Committee Members; 
Four years ago Mayor Joe Curtatone challenged the artists and creative thinkers of the Brickbottom 
community to activate a nearby site that had previously housed a waste transfer facility. Together with 
innovators all over Somerville this community not only met that challenge, but imagined the ARTFarm 
for Social Innovation — a project that has the potential to not only transform our neighborhood, but to 
provide a great public space for artists, makers, and urban farmers and growers across Somerville and 
the surrounding area. This is a new type of urban space that is responsive to the needs of the 
community it serves. 
The dreaming and planning stages are over — the time has come to put this plan into action. We need 
CPA support to make ARTFarm a reality. Let's get started. 
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Sincerely, 
BRICKBOTTOM ARTISTS ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ellen Band Brian Hart 
Bonnie Borthwick  
Shannon Humphreys 
Jamie Cascio  
Adam Leveille 
Robert Goss  
Polly Pook 
 
From: Rebecca Eppler-Epstein 
Received: February 14, 2018 
 
Hi Kristen, 

I am writing in support of ArtFarm. Having a place where people of all backgrounds can come together 
to generate and experience community would be a wonderful improvement to the Somerville living 
experience. 

Best, 
Rebecca Eppler-Epstein 
306 Summer St. Somerville, MA 

Blessing of the Bay Park Design 
 
From: Alex O’Brien Feldman 
Received: February 9, 2018 
 
Hi Kristen,  

I am raising a family in Somerville, and we all enjoy active living.   While we do drive, all four of us bike 
for most of our errands, and in the warmer weather, we enjoy kayaking and boating.   

The Blessing of the Bay park ’s time has come to get spiffed up, and used more .  Now that the a path 
passes right past it, and a connecting bridge gets it under busy route 28, and onwards to Assembly 
Square, this park is so much easier to get to.    

I hope more of our young people get acquainted with the Mystic River, and I would love to see it get a 
re-design from the funds of The Community Preservation Act, or wherever you can get them! 

Sincerely, 
Alex O'Brien Feldman 

From: Mona McKindley 
Received: February 7, 2018 
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Dear Kristen Stelljes, 
 
I am in support of improvements at the Blessing of the Bay Boat House the grounds and furnishing near 
there, the jogging track around the park and the walking paths along the drive.  The space is just as 
important as the front of town hall, the public library or  a high school grounds because it is at a 
crossroads of places where people tend to spot a while in their daily or weekend routines and it has 
wonderful open views of the Mystic River and beyond to the bay.   

Why 

It is my hope city of Somerville and the neighborhood businesses and the local landscape architects and 
artists who are interested can coordinate to improve the place. This year could be a great start toward 
those improvements.   We should better accommodate for the use of many new activities taking place 
there by teens, college students, retired folks like me, and young families. I enjoy the boat house and 
kayaking up to the Mystic Lake for exercise. I visit twice a month or more. It feels like my new discovery, 
my park, a wonderful park! I jog (with no head phones) and like birding too. I have attended a Mystic 
River fundraiser event there and a river clean-up of invasive weed event. 

Public Safety  

Currently the site safety issues to users where paving is caving into the water, invasive and noxious 
weeds grow in all areas, benches are missing or busted up, planter boxes are trip hazards. The area can 
be open, uncluttered, and functional with improved pedestrian paths and bike or jog areas, and a 
beautiful green space. Right now it resembles a nursery school area or public housing yard with the 
planter boxes and broken benches and asphalt paved paths. It would be easy to make it a great spot 
with a cohesive design scheme with the building color, park furnishings, lights, signage and paths to 
areas for moms and toddlers, for teens to gather to talk or dance to music, for adults to sit to view the 
water, for laborers to take their lunch break, for weekend boaters and joggers.   More small, organized 
outdoor recreation groups of college age would meet here for group events enjoying nature and athletic 
activities -- like they do at Fresh Pond, Cambridge --  if it was renovated. 

Passive Recreation for true Refreshment, Restoration of Spirit 

Open spaces in the city should be clean and restful places that are orderly and tidy yet leave one 
opportunity to explore a bit of the wildness of well-tended natural areas.   It is my belief that open park 
areas could have less manicured Class A turf and more Class B turf, mowed at 3"  each week or every 
other week (instead of sheared to 1")  with large strips of taller grasses or meadow- like borders along 
the woodland or shrub plantings.  There would be little to no extra cost to do this small improvement, 
the grass would be less stressed and not dry out as quickly during summer head.  Maybe this would 
allow more time for grounds crews to weed the invasives or tending to the ornamental shrubs.   

Thanks, 
Mona McKindley 
Mystic Valley Parkway, Medford 

From: Doug Campbell 
Received: February 5, 2018 
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Hello! 

I'm writing in support of CPA funding for the Mystic River Watershed Association project to revitalize 
Blessing of the Bay Park. 

I'm a Somerville resident, living at 391 Broadway, Apt 407, Somerville, MA. 

Thanks! 
Bruce Douglas Campbell Jr.  

From: Jess Tsai 
Received: February 5, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

As a resident of the 10 Hills neighborhood, I would like to express my support for the redesign of the 
Blessing of the Bay waterfront area by the Mystic River.  I would love to see more trails, nature displays 
on specific ecology of our area, and ways for humans/environment to interact beneficially. 

Thank you, 
Jessica Tsai 
90 Putnam Road 

From: Susan Brown 
Received: February 5, 2018 

September 2017 I attended a river front market at Assembly. I learned Paddle Boston had opened up a 
Somerville location. I got to kayak. I had only kayaked one time previously at their Boston location. After 
my one day in Somerville I signed up for a season pass. I love it so much. I live in West Medford and have 
always wondered why nothing happens on the river. So excited to paddle to West Medford!  Amongst 
the lily pads along the shore were plastic water bottles bobbing, along with beer cans a shopping cart, a 
bicycle, and a shopping carriage. I told the city about the large items. It was the last day to paddle so I 
don’t know if they picked them up. After a couple of trips in the kayak , I finally felt comfortable 
enough  to reach for trash, and put it in the back of the kayak. The staff was happy to deal with it after 
landing. Their boat house could use a fixer upper as well. The dock needs an easier way from one level 
to another. The staff is wonderful. I am happy to help pick up trash in the river. A revitalization of the 
area will be timely.  Sincerely, Susan E. Brown 

Hi Kristen, I am also interested in planting flowers, / shrubs. Susan Brown 

From: Denise Ichinco 
Received: February 5, 2018 

Hi Kristen,  
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As a resident of Ten Hills, I want to express my strong support for the Blessing of the Bay Revitalization 
plan put forward by the Mystic River Watershed Association. The park has so much potential! I'm 
excited to see plans moving forward to make the most of it.  

Denise Ichinco 
27 Shore Dr. Somerville, MA 02145 

From: Amy McCormick 
Received: February 5, 2018 

Hi, 
This is a letter in support of The Mystic River Association’s project to revitalize and enliven Blessing of 
the Bay Park through a comprehensive, community-driven park redesign. Thank you for helping to 
encourage public access and recreation in our community, with a concurrent commitment to 
environmental care and education. 
Amy 
 
Amy McCormick 
41 Vinal ave 
Somerville, MA 

Community Growing Center Rehabilitation 

From: Karen Goulart-Martori 
Received: February 22, 2018 

Hello, CPA Board Members,  

My name is Karen Goulart-Martori. I’m a former Somerville resident and proud granddaughter of 
Somerville’s own “Tomato Guy,” Guy Amara, who recently passed on at the age of 93. 

When I learned that The Somerville Community Growing Center was seeking a Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) grant, I jumped at the opportunity to lend a supportive voice. From my time living in the 
commonwealth and working as a journalist, I am very familiar with the CPA and the many wonderful 
ways it can be used to enrich and improve residents’ lives. As Guy’s granddaughter, I can say with 
complete certainty that the Growing Center is a perfect example of such an enriching endeavor, and is 
more than worthy of a grant that will allow it move forward into its next 25 years and beyond. 

One of the great joys of Guy’s life was gardening, another was helping others. The Growing Center was a 
perfect match for him. I know how much happiness it brought him to volunteer and share his skills, 
especially with the children. I’m sure his experience was just one of many instances of cross-
generational learning, friendship and appreciation. This makes the Growing Center one of those rare-in-
this-day-and-age places of harmonious personal interaction where folks cooperate, have fun and grow 
together (both literally and figuratively). I don’t think I’m overstating it when I say it added years to his 
life; I know for a fact it added life to his years.  
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And then there are what I believe are important “practical” aspects that make funding the future of the 
Growing Center so worthwhile. No matter where we live - be it urban, suburban or rural areas - it’s vital 
that we remember where our food comes from, where our flowers and plant life come from and how to 
care for the land in a way that will allow it to continue to nourish us (physically and spiritually) for 
generations to come. Of course, Guy and his many friends of all ages were joining together and having 
fun getting their hands dirty and experiencing the thrill of seeing their hard work blossom. But they were 
also trading skills, information and understanding that we as a society rely on.  

From the bottom of my heart, I thank the folks at the Growing Center for bringing so much happiness to 
my grandfather. If he could’ve been with you until his very last day, I know he would have. In his 
memory, and for the future generations of growers, environmentalists and gardeners inspired and 
nurtured by this vital attribute to the City of Somerville, I ask that you, the CPA board, approve this grant 
request.  

Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 

Best regards, 
Karen Goulart-Martori 
34 Barn Owl Dr. 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

From: Diane Amara-Goulart 
Received: February 22, 2018 

Dear Kristen and the Somerville Growing Center Board: 

After my Dad lost my mother to cancer he was looking for projects to fill his days. He found the 
Somerville Growing Center many years ago and became a fixture there. It helped him through a very 
trying period in his life and brought him together with a wonderful and caring group of people. He 
shared the growing tips he got from his Sicilian father for raising tomatoes, peppers, grapes, etc. He 
loved having such a peaceful place to spend time, share stories, and show the 'little ones' where their 
food came from. He enjoyed seeing their little hands plant seeds and pick the mature fruits of their 
labor.  

A CPA grant will allow the Growing Center to update aging infrastructure, making it more accessible to 
older residents and those who may be disabled. Everyone needs a safe place to 'stop and smell the 
roses,' or the peppers, or the basil.  

Good luck to the Somerville Growing Center and I hope the CPA Grant is approved. 

Sincerely, 
Diane Amara-Goulart 
82 Falcon Ridge Road 
Milford, NH  03055 
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From: Erin Hasley 
Received: February 22, 2018 

Dear Kristen Stelljes, 

I'm writing to voice my support for the Somerville Community Growing Center's application for a CPA18 
grant. 

My band (so+so) and I love to host an afternoon of local music at the Growing Center, and we have 
enjoyed doing so since 2007. In October of last year, so+so made a music video at the Growing Center. It 
was a natural fit, since it's one of our favorite places to play!  

We are in favor of the updates that the Somerville Community Growing Center is proposing. They are 
thinking long-term. With the rapid growth and [building] development we're seeing in the area, it's 
especially important to preserve this unique community green space. 

I participated in one of the focus groups for the site upgrade/renovation, and it makes me happy to 
know that the future of the Growing Center is being planned very conscientiously, for all to enjoy. 

Sincerely, 
Erin 

From: Anna Warrock 
Received: February 22, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Several years ago, when I discovered the Somerville Community Growing Center, I thought that it 
represented just how far ahead of the curve the people of Somerville were.  

 To set aside a lot (on increasingly valuable property) to hold community events, demonstrations, 
workshops, and playtime for children in a safe natural space—this meant the city was dedicated to 
green space and its many uses. For a few years I volunteered there as a gardener, helping with upkeep 
and giving a couple of classes on pruning shrubs. I've also brought friends (often from neighboring 
towns) with me to enjoy activities there.  

 Of course over several years the space and its facilities have taken wear and tear from use. And the 
greenery has grown and in places outgrown its original design. Recognizing this, The Friends of the 
Growing Center have worked with the city and a development firm to design an update that will 
improve the site with better hardscape, plantings, and rain garden.  

 The proposed renovations will keep the space accessible to the wide variety of people who use it. I fully 
support CPA18 funding so that the well discussed and thought out renovations can move ahead.  

 I believe the Growing Center played a vital part in the rebirth of Union Square, drawing people to the 
neighborhood through community activities. As Somerville continues to focus on the benefits of its 
urban forest, the Growing Center is a unique space to preserve. We should again move ahead of the 
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curve and demonstrate the city’s commitment to ensure that an accessible, ecologically sound, and fun 
Growing Center meets our needs for the next 25 years. 

 Sincerely, 
Anna M. Warrock 

From: Patricia Wild 
Received: February 22, 2018 

Good Morning: 

I’d like to add my voice in support of Somerville’s Community Growing Center. As a volunteer GC “host” 
on Saturday mornings for many years, I’ve witnessed, first-hand, the delight—and surprise—newcomers 
express when entering the Center for the first time. “This place is amazing!” I hear. Over and over. That 
this urban jewel exists and brings such joy to its many visitors, long-time fans and brand-new, speaks so 
highly of our community and what we value. Let’s do what we can to preserve and improve this amazing 
place. 

Sincerely, 
Patricia Wild 
25 School Street 

From: Ruchika Madan 
Received: February 22, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I was able to attend the CPA meeting held for Open Space applicants a few weeks back and I know there 
are a lot of worthy projects in the running for this limited pool of funding. I would like to express my 
appreciation for the support offered to organizations helping to make the city greener and preserve our 
"nature" assets.   

One of the little gems we have in Somerville is The Growing Center.  I first learned about it when my 
children were babies and I joined the playgroup there. The city has done a good job of updating its many 
playgrounds in the past few years with new and safer types of equipment and sports areas, but there is 
very little space created within the playgrounds for unstructured "nature play." The growing center is 
such a unique park space because it provides both children and adults a space to play, rest, contemplate 
in a more natural, green, quiet setting- climbing trees, playing with mud, exploring, observing plants and 
critters. In addition, it provides a gathering space for a wide variety of community events and groups, 
enjoyed by folks from the neighborhood and beyond. 

The Growing Center would be nothing without the volunteers that were motivated to create the space 
and those that continue to have interest in maintaining and improving it.  We ask that you please 
support our efforts to update the space and continue to offer city residents a safe, open place to 
commune outdoors. 

thank you, 
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Ruchika Madan, Somerville MA 
new board member of The Growing Center 

From: Julie Micalizzi 
Received: February 22, 2018 

To:  Kristen Stelljes 

I am writing on behalf of the Somerville Community Growing Center in support of the CPA 18 grant that 
they are applying for in order to preserve and restore the garden space.  I have been a volunteer at the 
Growing Center for the last 3 years, and actively help with the composting group.  The Growing Center is 
a fabulous and unique space in Somerville that offers many opportunities to serve the community from 
gardening space, to Art in the Garden, to evening Yoga classes, and many more activities and 
educational opportunities.   

  I became involved 3 years ago because I was interested in learning about composting, and noticed on 
their website they were looking for volunteers.  Little did I know at the time that I would become 
“addicted” to composting and reducing household waste for our family.  I attended an educational 
seminar on composting offered at the Community Growing Center, and while I mostly volunteer helping 
to provide compost scraps and turn the bins as needed to use the compost material, I have also 
attending the Maple Syrup Boil Down, Yoga in the Garden, and several other events held in the space. 

 Not only is the Community Growing Center and area that I enjoy, but my 2 year old daughter also loves 
it.  I bring her with me each week when I drop off our family’s compostable scraps, and she loves to walk 
the labyrinth and play with the toys in the garden.   

 I do hope the Community Growing Center receives this grant because it truly is a wonderful asset for 
the City of Somerville residents that I hope will be here for many years to come. 

 Sincerely, 
Julia Micalizzi 
24R Marshall Street Unit 11 

From: David Falk 
Received: February 20, 2018 

Hi Kristen 
 
I just wanted to write a quick message in support of the Growing Center’s request for CPA funding. In my 
opinion the CGC is a really unique and special part of Somerville built from the ground up by the 
community and where events and activities can happen that really can’t happen anywhere else. It’s also 
badly in need of updating and I think the plan they’ve come up with is solid. It’s a place that gets a lot of 
use but that the community needs to get more from and I think anything the city can do to support that 
will be repaid in the form of community engagement.   
 
Thanks for hearing me out.  
 
Best, 
David 
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From: Lisa Brukilacchio 
Received: February 19, 2018 

Thank you to the Committee and Kristen for all the work you do to make the CPA come alive in service 
of Somerville! I write today, in follow up to the January 16th CPA meeting with an update that the 
Friends anticipate submitting an amendment document with the finalized budget numbers, which may 
be less than the conservative estimate in January, and bid documents available by early March 
(vacations and site restrictions due to weather precluded submission as early as we had hoped). Also, to 
take the chance to reinforce a few points from our CPA presentation last month.  

Back in the early 90s, Brandon Wilson invited a mix of City agencies and community groups to come 
together to challenge the current image of “Slummerville” through a group that was known as the 
Somerville Pride Committee. It seems hard to believe such a need existed, not all that long ago, as times 
have changed so in this City! 

The Somerville Community Growing Center got its roots from that committee, when then Mayor 
Capuano stopped by a meeting one day and suggested that a portion of the long vacant Southern Junior 
High site might make a nice community garden. School representatives suggested perhaps an 
educational garden space could serve nearby schools, neighbors expressed concerns over community 
gardens but excitement for a “garden park”, and a small working team was formed, plans were 
submitted and approved, and the work began. The City Planning Department took the lead, with 
assistance from community organizations to help with fundraising and volunteer labor, to begin 
construction in the “sand pit” in the fall of 1993, with the first plantings in spring of 1994. 

Now that seems a long time ago, and indeed it is pretty impressive that the Center that was built on 
such a slim budget initially, has served the community for close to 25 years. During that time, thousands 
of hours of free programming and recreational opportunities have been organized, provided and funded 
by the volunteer non-profit organization, the Friends of the Community Growing Center. In 2014, our 
group received federal 501c3 tax exempt status retroactive to 2010. The Friends also entered into a 
license agreement with the City to formalize the relationships of landowner and steward of the site. 
These changes also helped pave the way for the Friends to apply for and receive CPA funding, to support 
engagement of a range of community members and professionals in planning for the future needs of the 
Center and how to design the renovated space to serve those desired needs.  

As I write this, the final adjustments are being made to the design, with bid documents being developed 
in alignment with city procurement procedures, as work on the city owned space must follow the same 
guidelines as if the City were doing the work. One of the exciting last pieces to fall into place, after 
school vacation, will be finalization of the High School CTE Carpentry and Metal Shop estimates for 
materials for the elements which Somerville High students will be constructing! This partnership mirrors 
much of the first decade of the Growing Center when high school students planted trees, dug the pond, 
learned about solar installation through co-creating a solar fountain with a local artist, designed and 
built the barn—and installed the labyrinth- learning through experience, while contributing to the fabric 
of the City. 
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In reviewing in my mind why I strongly encourage the Community Preservation Committee to seriously 
consider allocating the funds needed to move forward and make real the necessary renovation of the 
Community Growing Center, a few items rise to the top: 

The dedication and contributions of hundreds of volunteers over 25 years to build, fund, 
program and care for, to the best of their ability, this city site is invaluable and a testament to 
the love residents feel for the Center and this City. 
As a small non-profit group of volunteers, with at most very part-time consultant level staffing 
(for volunteer coordination and site management, new this year), there are really no other 
sources of the basic funding for this work. The Friends have committed to funding discrete 
portions of the needed work, and providing ongoing programming and future maintenance, but 
do not have access to state and federal funding streams that can provide funding for other City 
open spaces. 
The CPA program exists because groups, including the Friends of the Community Growing 
Center, spent endless hours in meetings and the community to advocate for the passage of the 
required community vote to pass the CPA in Somerville. We are proud that we were able to join 
in collaboration with affordable housing and historic preservation advocates to help represent 
and organize other open space supporters to join together for what was an important victory!  
Even after the passage of the CPA in Somerville, the Friends had not considered applying for the 
funding until one of the Committee members asked why we had not applied. We took that 
question seriously, applied for and received funding, and have been learning ever since, as a sort 
of “guinea pig” for community groups to partner with the city to implement the CPA funding.  
As a major renovation has been anticipated for several years now, delays in addressing the 
needs may require limited utilization of this city space and increased costs, so we hope that 
funding may be resolved by 2019 at the latest. 

 
All this has been challenging at times--but will be so worth it all to see the site with enhanced ADA 
compliance, renovated infrastructure and ready to serve the Somerville community for another 25 
years!  

Sincerely, 

Lisa Brukilacchio 

Lisa Brukilacchio, 
President, Friends of the Community Growing Center 

From: Jess Bloomer 
Received: February 19, 2018 

Hello,  

I am writing to express my support the Somerville Community Growing Center's application for CPA 
support in this grant cycle.  

As a community member, the Growing Center provides a sanctuary in our dense urban fabric. It is open 
to anyone who would like to engage, and reaches groups from all backgrounds.  
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As part of the Groundwork Somerville team, I have found the partnership of the Community Growing 
center to be essential to our work. We host events within the growing center space (including The 
Maple Syrup Project Boil down, providing an educational experience for 450 students, and 500-1000 
community members). We also collaborate on projects like "The World Crops Project" providing learning 
opportunities to our community members.  

The Growing Center has been a community staple for years and the improvements suggested by these 
grants will allow them to continue to serve our community. The Growing Center is well managed and 
provides an incredible amount of programming for our community with very small budget. They are a 
trustworthy space to invest our community funds.  

Thank you,  
Jess Bloomer 

From: Amanda Ferry 
Received: February 17, 2018 

When my daughter was little, we visited the growing center every week. She'd toddle around on the 
grass and admire the pond and mostly not try to fall in. It was a whole world in a city lot for her.  

I support the center's mission to improve the growing center. Even if we go less now that she's in school, 
it's still a regular visit on many weekends as we walk to Union Square for donuts. She's an 
environmentally active kid and has actually suggested that a rain garden to capture the natural rainfall 
would be good and we've all noticed the wear on the barn.  Please offer them the grant that would 
make this vital, special little scrap of wildness in our city a better place for her as she grows up and for 
the little ones that come after. 

Thank you. 

Amanda Ferry, Highland Ave. (Somerville resident for 19 years) 

From: Rae Axner 
Received: February 16, 2018 

Hello! 

I just wanted to write to send my support for the Somerville Community Growing Center to receive CPA 
funding. Growing up in Somerville I attended lots of events at the Growing Center - from Open Air Circus 
performances to Teen Empowerment open mics and more. Now working with Groundwork Somerville 
we utilize this space for an annual event that gathers 500-1,000 community residents. The Growing 
Center is one of a very small number of somewhat secluded spaces in Somerville, and has a magical 
quality to it in that sense, which is not to be taken for granted. It is in need of improvements and we 
want to be able to keep and increase use of this space! 

Thank you, 
Rae 
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From: Heidi Meyer 
Received: February 16, 2018 

Good day! 

I am delighted to write, in advance of the Feb. 22nd deadline, to support the Somerville Growing 
Center's worthy application for community (I.e. CPA) funds to: further widen accessibility, change the 
pond to a publicly safer rain garden, eco-sensitively replace select trees/plantings, involve the high 
school Voc Dept. in outbuilding construction, etc., among other plans. 

I see people arrive at Growing Center day, and evening programs, and hear happy children playing, live 
music, etc., from outside my kitchen window, across three of four seasons, that include, among many 
things: a teen talent showcase; outdoor theater and film showings; an annual, fall, children's fairy night; 
May Day Morris dancing; maple syrup collecting, AND boiling; not to mention regular, weekly, 
sponsored toddler play dates; more and more home schooler group use; and, the wonderful summer 
arts day camp, just to name a few things. This, to date, protected, public green space (that prevents 
unsupervised dog roaming/pooping, and late night teen hanging out) has given all of us, even passers 
by, something deep, that speaks to, and includes, our newest visitors, no matter their primary 
language/culture; research has shown that urban trees/green spaces calm people's city revved nerves, 
from: crowded, expensive apartments, in closely built buildings; vibrating traffic, truck and bus noise; 
and, the money strain of supporting a living in exhoritantly proved Eastern Mass real estate, etc. 

How precious, universally appreciated, and, wisely supporting, is our now 25-year old, well-established, 
neighborhood, VOLUNTEER-DIRECTED and RUN, Somerville Growing Center. Our first visiting 
generations have well-worn its paths, and environs, and it's more than time to restore, and rejuvenate 
the SGC for the oncoming waves of visitors, New and existing residents alike, across the next 25 years, 
and beyond! 

Thank you very much for your time, and consideration, of this highly worthy application request to our 
peoples' CPA monies to this deserving, wide-reaching, public, volunteer-run, act of LOVE, which has 
been, and continues to be, the thriving, ever widening in use, Somerville Growing Center! 

Yours very truly, 
Heidi Meyer 
Multi-family homeowner for decades, in Union Square 
Long, LONG time SGC volunteer/participant! 

From: Joseph Smeall-Villarroel 
Received: February 16, 2018 

Dear Ms. Stelljes, 

It is my pleasure to express support for the Somerville Community Growing Center's application to 
receive a Conservation Preservation Grant. 
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As a professional writer, storyteller, musician and artist, I have had the opportunity of giving a live 
performance at the Growing Center, hosted by Ms. Liza Kitchell, who you know. The natural beauty and 
peacefulness of its outdoor multi-purpose space facilitates learning and growth for people of a number 
of ages, and backgrounds. This is because it stimulates creativity, mindfulness, and problem-solving--
skills that will only become more relevant and useful, in an increasingly interconnected and globalized 
world. 

I now reside in California, but I can easily foresee returning to Boston in the future. When this occurs, 
the Growing Center will definitely be high on my list of places to build community, and retreat from the 
unique challenges of the information age. For many people in Boston's metro area, I know that it will be 
all this, and much more. 

Best wishes, 

Joseph G. Smeall-Villarroel 

From: Ben Ewen-Campen 
Received: January 15, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to offer my strong support for the Somerville Community Growing Center's 2018 CPA 
application, and I apologize that I am unable to attend in person at the Jan. 16th CPA hearing.  

The SCGC is a beloved green oasis in our dense urban city, and provides an amazingly wide array of 
educational and community benefits to people of all ages. The Growing Center has existed for over 20 
years as a place for multicultural and ecologically-focused community building, and there is no place like 
it. Their 2018 CPA application is for much-needed site rehabilitation, and is the result of an impressive 
amount of planning work done by SCGC's passionate volunteers to identify critical ways to restore and 
improve the Growing Center's design and ecology.  

Of the many aspects of the SCGC's proposal that impress me, I want to flag one particular element of 
their proposal that I find particularly important: increased water retention via soil and plant 
rehabilitation for the purpose of water retention. As a new Alderman, I can attest that stormwater 
management is a major issue in Somerville. Our city is committed to investing in major infrastructure 
improvements to handle this issue, costing tens of millions of dollars - including a proposed stormwater 
storage tank at the abutting Nunziato Field. While our water and sewer infrastructure does undoubtedly 
need much rehabilitation, Somerville must also begin taking real steps to implement dispersed, low-
cost, sustainable and green approaches for addressing our stormwater issues. Given its elevation and 
location, the soil rehabilitation at the SCGC will be an important step forward in this process, and I 
applaud their attention to this critical issue. Of course, stormwater management is just one small part of 
their excellent proposal, but I think it is indicative of SCGC's thoughtfulness and dedication to urban 
ecology and education.  
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The SCGC is a vital environmental, community-building and educational asset for Somerville, and would 
be greatly served by a major rehabilitation effort. I respectfully encourage the CPA committee to 
support their 2018 application for funding.  

Sincerely, 
Ben Ewen-Campen 
Ward 3 Alderman 
28 Warren Ave. #5 
Somerville, MA 02143 
617-702-2613 

East Somerville Community Schoolyard Enhancement 

From: Katjana Ballantyne 
Received: January 24, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

As a parent of a child who attends ESNS and uses this park daily I agree with the comments of Renee 
Scott. I could have written it better.  Additionally I would add the intended does not match the actual 
use of the space. Replanting is not the answer, because we will be in the same situation in a few years 
time. Please have a professional who understands kids, play “observe” the area and seek kid and parent 
feedback to propose a solution.  

Thank you, Katjana Ballantyne 
(parent of a 4th Grader) 

From: Renee Scott 
Received: January 23, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I recently learned of the CPA proposal to replant the East Somerville Community School yard and add 
irrigation. I wanted to express my concern for this project. I am a parent of children who attend that 
school and play in that area a lot. Most days after school I watch kids play there. I agree that the 
landscaping is a mess and that the sidewalk is being compromised from erosion. However, I am 
concerned that adding irrigation and some new plantings will not solve the problem. The overwhelming 
problem is that we do not have enough green space in Somerville. The secondary problem is that this 
play yard, that is used by over 700 children from the school, plus as a community playground, is not 
large enough to sustain some plantings on the hill, irrigation or no, without other changes. The kids 
really actively use the little non-paved and foam-rubbered areas. They dig and explore and hide in the 
bushes. They run and slide and jump among the trees. Their active play in this area is eroding the hill 
and killing the plants. But this is the play these children are organically choosing. Some do use the 
structures, and there are lines of kids waiting for the two non-baby swings in the area, but the majority 
of the children use the natural surface to play.  
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If we spend over $400K to fix the current symptoms without addressing the problem, we will be having 
this same conversation in a few years. So, I recommend we take observations of the children at play and 
use that to determine how this area should be used. Can we give them a legitimate, large area to dig in, 
whether it be sand or dirt, that isn't near the hill where it is compromising the sidewalk? Can we make 
more of the sunken rain garden areas and keep them maintained with hearty, native plants, so the kids 
can continue to play in there, while also contributing to more green space? Can we somehow 
incorporate the plantings on the hillside to also allow play that does not destroy them? Maybe paths 
running through? I was recently introduced to this website about designing play spaces that the children 
want and use: https://natureexplore.org/design/. My fear is that this project will go though as planned 
and then the kids will be prevented from the play they naturally want to protect the investment and we 
will have snubbed out the creative beauty that is unstructured play. I am a huge proponent of green 
space, but I also am cognizant that on some places - for example, heavily-used playgrounds - we have to 
get creative to put green where it will work and allow kids to play in the dirt or sand. 

I agree something needs to be done at this space, but we need time, brainstorming, and community 
input, ideally from the kids, to know what really belongs here. We have so little CPA funds going to open 
space that using such a large amount on a plan that does not address the problem does not make sense. 
On that note, I'll put in this year's plug to allocate CPA funds evenly between open space, affordable 
housing, and historic preservation. Even 30-30-30 with a discretionary 10% going to the area with most 
need would be a significant improvement over the current distribution. Somerville needs 125 acres of 
additional open space and CPA money is one great way to reach that goal. 

Warmly, 
Renee Scott 

Elizabeth Peabody House Roof Replacement 

From: Liza Kitchell 
Received: February 22, 2018 
To the CPA Board: I strongly support the Elizabeth Peabody House’s grant to secure a new roof for the 
building. 

The Peabody House is a wonderful old Somerville Building and deserves to be well taken care of. 

It is a gem of a building and underutilized within the community. 

A new roof is the least that it should have to keep serving the community of Somerville. 

Please fund this grant. 

Sincerely, 
Liza Kitchell 

From: Ruchika Madan 
Received: February 6, 2018 
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Hello, 

I will be unable to attend the upcoming grant proposal meeting but I wanted to express my hope that 
the committee will approve the application for a new roof for the Elizabeth Peabody House.  My 
daughter began at the pre-school this fall and I have been so impressed by their level of commitment to 
early education. This is an organization that serves a more diverse community of Somerville residents 
than any other I have been involved with. They also share and support programming at other 
organizations and schools in the area.  

Though the building is old, it has a wonderful character and is a landmark in the neighborhood, well 
worth preserving. It is overdue for some needed updates. They recently installed security cameras for 
the door buzzers but also had trouble with freezing pipes in the bathrooms this winter. Knowing that the 
roof is a pressing need, we would love for them to be able to continue improvements with the support 
of this grant. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Ruchika Madan 
10 Hersey Street 
Somerville 

From: Deepa Chungi 
Received: February 6, 2018 
 
I am a former EPH parent of their preschool program. We had a wonderful year there where my son 
thrived under the care of the teachers and administration.  

This organization helped my son prepare for Kindergarten and gave him his first summer camp 
experience. I only wish we had found them sooner so my older son could have experienced the positive 
energy and care of EPH.   

I urge you to help them with a new roof. So many children in the East Somerville neighborhood and 
beyond rely on EPH for preschool, after school care, and summer camp. It is a asset to Somerville's 
families.  

Thank you for your time,  
Deepa Chungi 
Partridge Ave 

From: Jill Kasper 
Received: February 1, 2018 

Dear members of the Somerville CPC, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Elizabeth Peabody House, who have applied for funding through your 
organization for a new roof for their school building. 
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I have been a pediatrician in Somerville (across the street from EPH) for almost 14 years.  I have been 
impressed with the dedication and service of the organization to the city of Somerville.  Countless 
numbers of my patients have attended their preschool and after-school programs and summer camps.  
Many more have benefited from their food pantry. 
 
When my daughter Vivienne reached preschool age a few months ago, we toured EPH and new it would 
be a good fit for her.  I loved the diversity of the students and the dedication of the teachers. 
Vivienne has several developmental delays, and the teachers have helped her fit right in.  She is making 
remarkable progress and looks forward to school each day. 
 
When my patients and families ask where I send my daughter to preschool, I am proud to tell them that 
she attends the Elizabeth Peabody House.  Please help them with their funding request. 
Sincerely, 
Jill 
 
From: Brad Braufman 
Received: January 22, 2018 

Hello Kristen, 

It’s come to my attention that the Elizabeth Peabody House has applied for funding from the Somerville 
Community Preservation Committee to repair their roof.  I am writing to express my support for EPH 
and everything they do for our community. 

Our son Shay attends the EPH preschool so I’ve gotten to know the organization well.  Whether it’s 
through the preschool, afterschool, food pantry, seasonal support drives or any of their other 
endeavors, they are always caring and focused on serving a broad and diverse community.  And, I am 
constantly overwhelmed by the people who make EPH run.  Every staff member does whatever it takes 
to get the job done (the executive director herself was out shoveling sidewalks after a recent snow 
storm!).   

I sincerely hope that the CPC will support EPH as they continue to improve their facility.  Such work will 
greatly aid that wonderful organization in their efforts to support our community. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Braufman 
34 Rogers Ave. 

From: Marita Gove 
Received: January 19, 2018 

Hi Kristen, 

I am writing to express my support for funding for a new roof for the Elizabeth Peabody House on 
Broadway in Somerville.  My oldest daughter, Aurelia, is in her second year at Elizabeth Peabody House 
preschool program and we love it!  We chose this preschool due to its position as a long standing part of 
the Somerville community that supports all children and residents, regardless of socioeconomic status, 

23 
 



race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, etc.  Not only does EPH provide community-based, pre-school 
and afterschool programs, they also provide a weekly food bank, holiday food and toys drives and 
coordinate a camp partnership for school-age kids all summer. This is an organization dedicated to 
improving the prospects of young people and families in the community.  They are often forced to "do 
more with less" at which they excel, but unfortunately, that approach doesn't work for a roof!  I strongly 
encourage the city to consider funding this project and organization not only in an effort to support the 
building and organization, but additionally to further support all residents in this community that will 
benefit from the ability of this program to continue for years to come. 

Thank you, 
Marita Gove 

From: Gabrielle Elysse 
Received: January 19, 2018 

Hi my name is Yves:  
I'm writing to you to let you know that you guys should help the Elizabeth Peabody house funded the 
new roof, my three-year-old go there for preschool, and he loves it he enjoy everything about he's 
teacher, his new friends, and the funny thing is when he go outside to play or to go to the park he could 
still see his dad working in wave to him. When my 9 years old get out of school I'm still at work and they 
also pick him up for me and he's go over there for after school , that way I don't Worry who' s going to 
pick him up so that leave me stress-free knowing a place that I trust will pick him up until I get out of 
work.  it is very affordable and I love everything about it. 

Prospect Hill Park Rehabilitation 

From: Lynn Laur 
Received: February 23, 2018 

Dear Kristen, 

I want to voice my support for the CPA Prospect Hill Park Rehab. Prospect Hill has ties to our history and 
it provides a rare respite from a heavily populated and jarring urban environment. 

Open space, recreation, and culture are necessary to our quality of life. We need to respect our history 
and give our residents a place to rest their senses and recharge their souls. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Laur 
15 Greenville Street 
Somerville 02143 

West Somerville Neighborhood Schoolyard/Brown Schoolyard Design 
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From: Leah Ekbladh 
Received: February 16, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes,  

I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS schoolyard. I am a member of the 
WSNS community-- I live two blocks away and have two daughters: a Pre-K student who will enter K at 
WSNS in Sept 2018 and a current 3rd grader at the school.  

I am disheartened that school playgrounds are becoming an after thought,  a “nice-to-have” school 
feature, but not one that is considered vital to a student’s academic achievement. I would beg to differ.  

It’s not just a matter of opinion — numerous studies have uncovered a proven correlation between play 
and academic achievement. Increased physical activity during the school day can help children’s 
attention, classroom behavior, and achievement test scores. Meanwhile, the decline of play is closely 
linked to ADHD; behavioral problems; and stunted social, cognitive, and creative development. Children 
in Finnish elementary schools — who get an average of 75 minutes of recess a day — consistently rank 
higher than U.S. children in International Student Assessment Scores. 

It’s absolutely crucial that every child-serving organization — be it an elementary school, daycare, or 
community center — provide its children with time and space to play. After all, a playground without 
recess or other outdoor play time is wasted space. And a recess devoid of rich play opportunities doesn’t 
do kids much good. WSNS's current playground -- aside from it's one "tot-lot" climber is a fenced 
parking lot. As a result, without any organized, safe outlets for their energy, many of the kids resort to 
what I like to call “mosh” play, wherein groups of children run around and violently bump into each 
other at random. This is fun for about two minutes and 20 seconds until someone gets hurt, or until the 
bumping turns into kicking, which turns into hitting, which escalates into full-on war. My daughter 
avoids this by not engaging at all and stands inactive against a fence with a few other self-preserving 
friends.  

As any early childhood educator will tell you, play is how children make sense of the world. And just as 
kids need a quiet place to sit and reflect, so do they need a noisy space to move their bodies, socialize 
with other children, and invigorate their brains. 

I hope you will not only strongly consider funding a WSNS playground, but decide to do it. It is not a 
donation-- it is an investment in the future learning of the students that attend as well as the 
community that surrounds it. 

Sincerely, 
Leah Ekbladh 
Mother of two WSNS students 

From: Mike Wiser 
Received: February 16, 2018 
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Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 
 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards.  I am a 
member of the WSNS community. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops.  
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, so funding this project would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request 
that the Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design 
application.  

-Mike Wiser 

From: Mark Jewell 
Received: February 15, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes,  

I'm a parent of a fifth-grader and third-grader at West Somerville Neighborhood School, and I'm writing 
to support WSNS’s Community Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and 
Brown schoolyards. I am a member of the WSNS community. A renovated WSNS playground is critical to 

26 
 



our students and our community. Somerville is the most densely populated city in all of New England. Of 
Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of the land is considered open space. Many 
residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green space on site, and those people who live in 
houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play equipment. Most families rely on the local 
playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. The playground offers neighborhood 
children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps equally important, the playground serves 
as a community meeting spot where children and families can engage in an appealing, comfortable 
environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while adults interact with each other. The latter 
is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the playground is an ideal setting for both to happen 
simultaneously. According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 
children. Yet there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation 
will not increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step 
toward mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops. The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate 
play space for all WSNS students, as well as an indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward 
Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and accessible to the public, so CPA funding is 
appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in the City in prior years, so funding this project 
would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request that the Community Preservation Committee 
support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design application. 

From: Lisa Tatterson 
Received: February 14, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 
 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards. I am a 
member of the WSNS community and two of my children attended the Brown school in the past.  
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
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increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops.  
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, so funding this project would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request 
that the Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design 
application. 
 
Thank you! 
Lisa Tatterson 
 
From: Michael Murray 
Received: February 14, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 
 
My son Benjamin is first grader at WSNS, and he cherishes his recess time. I also have a 3 year old 
daughter Rebecca, who will find herself at WSNS possibly for Pre-K next year, and certainly for 
Kindergarten the following year. 

Thank God for children's imaginations, because they will work with whatever you give them. But there is 
something special about a park design that inspires play and imagination. I recently took a walk and 
passed through the playground of the Argenziano school. Wow! That looks like something really special 
in development. Kids eyes light up when they see the possibilities. Just like a clean and organized indoor 
playspace inspires imagination, so does a well thought-out outdoor playspace. The expanse of blacktop 
at WSNS is a big canvas of opportunity. I hope that you will support our community in making it a 
location that kids are excited about. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Murray  

From: James Bride 
Received: February 13, 2018 

Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes,  

I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards.  I am a 
member of the WSNS community. 
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The current playground structure at the WSNS is at the end of its life. The majority of the outdoor space 
is asphalt, but it’s the only open space for the majority of children in West Somerville. I respectfully 
request that the CPA Board take our request seriously because we have an entire generation of children 
in West Somerville whose only convenient outdoor space is an outdated play structure and a gigantic 
asphalt space. 

Thank you for your time 

Jim 

From: Josia DeChiara 
Received: February 13, 2018 
 
Hello, 

I want to voice my support for the Somerville Community Growing Center and the Brown/WSNS 
Playground Redesign CPA Projects. As the Youth Education Coordinator for Groundwork Somerville, I 
work very closely with these three entities and have firsthand insight into the improvements to many 
children's quality of life that will result from the funding of these two projects.  

Thank you, 
Josia DeChiara 

From: Seth Avakian 
Received: February 13, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 
 
My name is Seth Avakian, and as a parent of 2 children at WSNS and a next-door neighbor to the school, 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act 
(CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards.  While the painted lines 
were a nice temporary change from the former parking lot, it's still looks and feels like a parking lot. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. 
Perhaps equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and 
families can engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain 
themselves while adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is 
achieved, so the playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously. 
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
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mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops. 
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, so funding this project would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request 
that the Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design 
application. 
 
From: Meredith Elbaum 
Received: February 13, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 
 
My 5 year old son only had one complaint about starting kindergarten this past fall.  Almost every day he 
would come home and say, “the playground is boring.” The playground should be a place full of smiles. 
It should be a reprieve, a place to be in nature and get fresh air.   Instead my child came to resent the 
time slotted to go outside.    
 
The current play structure is more suited for young preschoolers, not k-3.  The rest of the playground is 
blacktop that is hot in the summer and cold (because it’s mostly in shade) in the winter.  It is not a 
pleasant environment. We can do better for our children.  
 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards. I am a 
member of the WSNS community. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
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engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops.  
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, so funding this project would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request 
that the Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design 
application. 
 
Meredith Elbaum 
15 Electric Ave  
Mother to Ari and Eli ages 5 and 3.  
 
From: Caroline Coton-Tranape 
Received: February 13, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes,  

I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards. I am a 
member of the WSNS community. A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our 
community. Somerville is the most densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 
square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large 
apartment buildings with limited green space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards 
too small to accommodate outside play equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe 
enjoyable place to send their children. The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run 
around, and have fun together. Perhaps equally important, the playground serves as a community 
meeting spot where children and families can engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. 
Children are able to entertain themselves while adults interact with each other. The latter is often 
impossible until the former is achieved, so the playground is an ideal setting for both to happen 
simultaneously. According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 
children. Yet there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation 
will not increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step 
toward mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops. The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate 
play space for all WSNS students, as well as an indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward 
Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and accessible to the public, so CPA funding is 
appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in the City in prior years, so funding this project 
would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request that the Community Preservation Committee 
support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design application. 
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Best regards, 
Caroline Coton-Tranape  

From: Isabel Barros 
Received: February 13, 2018 

Dear Ms. Kristen Stelljes, 

I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards. I am a 
member of the WSNS community. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops.  
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, so funding this project would be consistent with precedent. I respectfully request 
that the Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design 
application. 

Take care,  
Isabel  

From: Leiran Biton 
Received: February 12, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Stelljes, 
 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
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Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS and Brown schoolyards.  I am a 
member of the WSNS community, and Co-Secretary for the WSNS Parent Teacher Association. I live in 
the neighborhood of the WSNS, and my two children attend the school. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops. The blacktop is cracked and uneven, with many unsafe 
elements such as a manhole cover that rocks when stepped on, is in a state of disrepair. Yet, the space 
holds remarkable potential, and could serve as a welcoming community space for evening outdoor 
movie nights and family picnics. 
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. Both schoolyards are open and 
accessible to the public, so CPA funding is appropriate. Also, the CPC has funded other schoolyards in 
the City in prior years, including funding of the Winter Hill schoolyard and Healy schoolyard, so funding 
this project would be consistent with precedent. There are many applications for CPA funding; the CPC 
should fully fund our application because we have demonstrated the greatest and most urgent need for 
the children of our city. Therefore, I respectfully request that the Community Preservation Committee 
support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design application. 

Sincerely, 
Leiran Biton 
1087 Broadway #2, Somerville 
617-718-0477 

From: Peter Shattuck 
Received: January 23, 2018 
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Dear Emily,  
 
My daughter is in kindergarten at WSNS, and is very active.  She races through the existing play 
structure, but I'm sure will soon outgrow it.  I grew up playing on a paved lot, but I've also seen the great 
play structures that can be built these days to truly enliven kids and keep them physically active.  We 
don't have a ton of open space in Somerville, and I would love to see the resources we have put to best 
use.   
 
Please consider upgrading the aging play areas at the school.  I know our daughter, and 1.5 year old son 
who will too soon be at WSNS, will much appreciate it.   
 
Thanks,  
-Peter 
 
From: Betsy Griffin 
Received: January 23, 2018 

Dear Ms. Monea, 

I know we missed getting this letter in by the January 16th CPC meeting, but still wanted to send along 
some student concerns for why WSNS needs a new playground. 

It needs to be safer because it is cement and when we fall we really get hurt. 
It needs better climbing structures. 
The paint on the ground is faded. 
Swings would be nice. 
The ball goes in the dumpster and out to the street. 
The structure we have is small, rusty, and unsafe. 
The bigger kids can’t use the tot lot so we have less options. (balls, jump ropes) 
A softer ground (turf or rubber) would be great. 
Kids hide behind the dumpster and electrical box and it's unsafe. 
Hoops are old. 

The kids will be writing individual letters tomorrow, but we thought we'd send a letter as a whole. 

Thank you for your consideration.  We appreciate you listening to our concerns. 

Sincerely, 
Betsy Griffin and students from Room 105 Gr2 

From: Chessie Shaw 
Received: January 16, 2018 
 
My name is Chessie Shaw, and I am parent of a current first and third grader at the Brown School. I am 
writing to express my support of the potential plan for renovating the Brown playground. While my 
entire family has greatly enjoyed being a part of the Brown school community, and we have appreciated 
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the efforts of both staff and families to be flexible and creative with the lack of space at the school, 
recently I have come to really understand the need for a playground with more varied activity options.  

My third grader is diagnosed with high functioning autism. He has a lot of difficulty at recess, in part 
because now that he is older, his peers ten to divide by gender--boys play kickball, and girls talk and play 
tag. Because my son does not enjoy sports, and has a difficult time initiating social interactions, he often 
ends up just wandering the black top, not know what to do.  

I strongly feel that if there were more options for him on the playground (structures, more varied play 
areas, etc.) students like my son would enjoy recess much more, and have opportunities for more "in 
vivo," natural social interactions. While my son may be a more extreme version of this type of student, I 
can imagine that more play options would greatly improve social experiences for a variety of students at 
the Brown. This is in addition of course to all the physical skill building that would occur for students 
with more play options.  

As a result, I strongly support funding the Brown School playground renovation.  

Thank you for your time.  

Chessie Shaw 
61 Rogers Ave 

From: Laura Beretsky 
Received: December 27, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Monea, 
 
I am writing in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School’s (WSNS’s) Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) application to fund the design of a new WSNS playground.  I have lived in 
Somerville for over 25 years, and I have had two children in grades three and five at the WSNS since 
2011. 
 
A renovated WSNS playground is critical to our students and our community. Somerville is the most 
densely populated city in all of New England. Of Somerville’s 4.1 square miles, only 160 acres, or 6% of 
the land is considered open space. Many residents live in large apartment buildings with limited green 
space on site, and those people who live in houses have yards too small to accommodate outside play 
equipment. Most families rely on the local playgrounds as a safe enjoyable place to send their children. 
The playground offers neighborhood children a place to run around, and have fun together. Perhaps 
equally important, the playground serves as a community meeting spot where children and families can 
engage in an appealing, comfortable environment. Children are able to entertain themselves while 
adults interact with each other. The latter is often impossible until the former is achieved, so the 
playground is an ideal setting for both to happen simultaneously.  
 
According to 2016 census data, Ward Seven is home to about 14% of the city’s 13,580 children. Yet 
there are only six (9%) of the city’s 70 playgrounds here. The WSNS playground renovation will not 
increase the number of playgrounds, but the upgrade and expansion will be a significant step toward 
mitigating this disparity. The current WSNS playground is relatively small, and is equipped with 
structures that are age appropriate for students in grades pre-Kindergarten through two. Many of the 
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third graders have “aged out” of the playground, and the current equipment is far too juvenile to 
engage the students in grades four through eight. The older students play on the blacktop, which is 
currently only equipped with basketball hoops. During SY2016-2017, my then fourth grade son resorted 
to playing in the pavement alleyway on the east side of the building, a situation that resulted in tension 
with neighbors, and ultimately temporary police surveillance. My third grade daughter regularly 
requests trips across town to the playgrounds at Argenziano and East Somerville Community Schools, 
which have been recently renovated, with updated exciting structures.  
 
The renovated WSNS playground will offer adequate play space for all WSNS students, as well as an 
indispensable recreational area for the entire Ward Seven community. I respectfully request that the 
Community Preservation Committee support the WSNS’s schoolyard and playground design application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Beretsky 
64 Hooker Avenue  
Somerville, MA 02144 
617 272-5807/ beretsky@yahoo.com  
 
From: Daniel Rosan 
Received: December 19, 2017 
 
Hi Emily 

I understand the CPC is considering a request from the West Somerville community to rejuvenate the 
playground. This is a fantastic idea. The playground today is a real missed opportunity to bring together 
the wonderful community of learners which is WSNS. 

Today the kids play in what is basically a parking lot. There is no art, no play surface. No one takes care 
of the space, no one invests in it, and the kids notice. They go to the new playgrounds at their friends 
schools or in the city parks and they ask why their school is so far behind.  

I have heard over and over again the complaints about open space in Somerville. Yet here we have a 
nice big, open space right next to the school and we use it for .... asphalt and a dumpster.  

Anything you can do to help would be wonderful. thank you! 

Dan 
47 Russell Road 

From: Stephanie Hirsh 
Received: December 11, 2017 
 
Hello Community Preservation Act Committee –   
  
I would like to submit comments in support of the West Somerville Neighborhood School playground 
renovation application. 
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I believe one of the best uses of CPA funding is to renovate school yards, especially in neighborhoods 
like West Somerville, Kennedy, Brown, Winter Hill, and Healey where there are few other play areas 
nearby. Surrounding the WSNS are very dense multi-families, and very few play areas.  North Street 
playground renovation has added well-loved space, but there is little else nearby.  
 
A rejuvenated playground will be used by almost 400 children each weekday, and by neighborhood kids 
and adults at all other hours. In the summer, WSNS has housed the City’s recreation program, so it’ll get 
very active use year round. 
 
Thank you in advance for your Committee’s work on reviewing CPA proposals. I look forward to seeing 
the projects get underway!   
  
Sincerely,  
Stephanie Hirsch 
17 Fremont Ave. 
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February 21, 2018 

 

Dear Community Preservation Committee: 
  
We write on behalf of the Somerville Arts Council Board, to provide our strongest support for CPA 
funding for the ArtFarm project. 

The Board serves in an advisory role to the staff of the Arts Council and as volunteers to many of 
the Arts Council's events and activities, such as the ArtBeat, Porchfest, and Ignite! Festivals, among 
dozens of others.  We also oversee the evaluation of grant applications from local artists through the 
LCC grant process each fall.  Together, these give us a sense of the kind of creativity that can be 
unlocked with strategic investment, but also the need for careful evaluation and fiscal responsibility 
in selecting projects for support.   We believe that that Artfarm deserves both this scrutiny and 
support.   

The Artfarm proposal reflects core Somerville values as reflected in Somervision, and also pushes 
the city forward in a number of exciting new directions.   Artfarm will provide a space to cultivate 
community, arts, and sustainable urban agriculture, and preserve much needed open space in a 
rapidly changing part of the city.  With the requested CPA funding for infrastructure enhancements, 
Artfarm could become a national model of post-industrial landscape reuse and activation, enabling a 
range of year-round activities, from performance and community meetings, to gardening and 
education. It will be a key site for incubating new ideas, new kinds of events, and new connections 
spanning East Somerville, Union Square, and Brickbottom – rippling out to the entire city and 
Boston area.   

The Arts Council and Parks and Open Space team have developed the plan for ArtFarm over the 
past three years, receiving inputs through community meetings with hundreds of Somerville 
residents, extensive research, and partnerships with local stakeholders and organizations. SAC has 
already secured two competitive grants for ArtFarm, from the national ArtPlace America as well as 
from MassDevelopment. The project’s successful progress to date demonstrate Artfarm’s promise 
of further uniting culture, open space and development to enhance the livability of Somerville.   
Moreover the leadership team for Artfarm boasts the record of success and administrative capacity 
to carry out this plan in an efficient, realistic, responsive, sustainable way.   

Without local money from Somerville, Artfarm will not be able to achieve its desired effect. The 
potential of ArtFarm is tremendous; we urge you to evaluate the plan carefully and approve CPA 
funding as requested.   

Sincerely, 

Matthew Kaliner, Robert Smyth, Tori Costa, Deidra Montgomery, Kelvy Bird, Yorgos Efthymiadis 
and the Board of the Somerville Arts Council.   

 

 














































































































































