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PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT LOCATION: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Interested in collaborating with local artist on your 
project?  Yes No 
Please indicate (X) all categories that apply to this 
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these categories, refer to the “Community Preservation 
Act Funding Allowable Uses” chart on the next page. 

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP: 
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must be co-applicant on all projects on City property. 
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Somerville Museum: Collection Preservation (Part 2)
1 Westwood Road, Somerville, MA 02143

Somerville Historical Association dba the Somerville Museum
Barbara Mangum
9 Josephine Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

617-625-5809 (H); 617-331-7726 (C)

bmangum411@aol.com; info@somervillemuseum.org

x

x

Somerville Historical Association dba the Somerville Museum

x

x

     x     

The Somerville Museum requests funds, should they become available in FY2020 for historic preservation projects, to 
complete a capital improvement plan that includes construction of an elevator to make the building accessible to all in the 
community.

The Somerville Museum was awarded $300,000 in CPA FY2020 funds via an application for emergency funds in May of 
2019.  These funds are gratefully received and the Museum only plans to apply for further funds if the Historic Preservation 
section of the CPA FY2020 receives more funds than were anticipated in the earlier estimate.  
If further funds were to become available, the Museum requires another $543,000 on a slightly reduced scope of an 
elevator construction budget of $1,491,000.  The Trustees are actively, though quietly pursuing funds through private 
donations at present to meet this goal.  However, any contribution, would be greatly welcomed and would help to alleviate 
the burden of raising such funds on this worthy historic cultural resource established 121 years ago.
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FOR CPC USE:  Date Received _________ Date Reviewed ________ Date Applicant Notified ________ 

Eligible          Potentially Eligible      Not Eligible      More Information Needed 

COMMENTS: 

PROJECT STATUS (What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to 
inform the proposed project?): 

Construction costs have increased greatly in the Somerville area since this project was first proposed in 
2015.  It was estimated in 2015 and again in 2016 by contractors familiar with projects such as this.  
However, in 2019, as the specifications were further developed and certain structural issues became 
known, the costs of the project doubled. Although some cost savings have been found by reducing the 
scope, the project is still essentially intact.  When completed, it will be a game-changer for the 
organization.  It will bring the Museum into the 21st c. and allow it to fulfill its mission to preserve the past, 
reflect the present and shape the future of our community.

The community need is accessibility.  Right now, the Museum is not accessible and many members with 
mobility disabilities cannot visit and those that can are challenged to access the restrooms in the 
basement.  The point of this project is not the elevator as an end in itself, but rather to “unlock” the 
Museum’s potential for use by the community for now and future generations.

The Board of Trustees has been working with our architectural consultant, Richard Graf of Fort Point 
Consulting, Inc., Peter Quinn of Peter Quinn Architects, LLC and the Somerville Historic Preservation 
Commission since 2015 on the design of this project.  It has been approved by the Massachusetts 
Architectural Access Board, the Massachusetts Historical Commission and financially supported by the 
Wallace Foundation, and the Massachusetts Cultural Facility Fund as well as with private donations. With 
additional funds to meet our goal, the elevator construction will be completed in 2020.


