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COMMENTS FROM COMMUNITY MEETINGS ON JANUARY 12 & JANUARY 27 
 
HISTORIC RESOURCES 
31 Union Square 
Jeff Myers asked if the building is designated and if they would consider designating it as a condition of 
receiving CPA funds. TJ DiFeo responded that the building has been found to be historically significant 
but he cannot answer the question about designating the building, as he is not the owner of the 
building. Sarah White, Preservation Planner, clarified that it has been found to be historically significant 
but the property has not yet been designated a local historic district. Abby Freedman, HPC member, 
added that survey work has been done on the property and it has been added to a list of recommended 
properties for a Union Square historic district. Ezra Glenn, CPC member, added that the CPC has not 
typically required historic designation, but it has required preservation restrictions so that whatever the 
CPC funds is preserved.  
 

 
Historic Document Mold Remediation at Somerville Central Library 
An unidentified man appreciated the focus on preserving the collections of the City rather than just the 
structures. Preserving objects is an important aspect of preservation that should be considered by the 
CPC. He asked if there was a plan to be able to respond to HVAC system failures more quickly in the 
future.  
 
Barbara Mangum expressed her support for the project and asked if possible, additional funds be 
granted from the CPC for the Library to purchase a back-up humidifier.  
 

 
Local Historic District Property Owner Preservation Fund 
Brandon Wilson expressed her support for the project and shared that this fund has been an idea for a 
long time. The fund will respond to a need to provide homeowners with an incentive to be designated, 
because it is often seen as a burden. Resources previously have been available to survey areas in 
Community Development Block Grant areas so this would help residents in those areas improve their 
homes.  
 
Abby Freedman shared that in Somerville neighborhoods are being threatened by new development 
that is out of scale with existing homes. The Preservation Commission only has control over whether a 
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building is demolished if it is designated as a local historic district. Designation preserves the human 
scale character of neighborhoods. She hopes this fund will help to preserve this character in Somerville 
beyond the historic benefits.  
 

 
Milk Row Cemetery 
Larry Willworth shared that he became involved in the cemetery five to six years ago. He spoke of the 
programs the cemetery runs and the great need for restoration of the grave makers. He said they are 
starting to make the cemetery more open to the public. He strongly supports any efforts in the 
cemetery.  
 
Dyan Blewett is a gardener at the cemetery. When she is working there people stop and want to know 
more about the cemetery. She feels it is a great resource and hopes the CPC will continue to support it.    
 

 
Somerville Museum Access for All 
Larry Willworth shared his commitment to the history of the City of Somerville, starting with his 
involvement in the First Flag event. He spoke of the value of the Somerville Museum for the City and the 
importance of ADA access.  
 
Tamara Friedler expressed her support for the Somerville Museum. She is a volunteer there and has 
seen the need for the elevator not just for the older residents and visitors but also for those who are 
immobile for a limited time.  
 
Dyan Blewett, Somerville Museum Treasurer, thanked the CPC for the support it has given the 
Museum. She spoke of the success of its recent events. She hopes the CPC will continue to support the 
Museum.  
 
Jeff Myers is a volunteer at the Museum and thanked the CPC for the funds dedicated last year. He 
shared the Museums hope to become ADA accessible and the elevator project is what the Museum 
needs to do so. 
 
Brandon Wilson shared that the Somerville Historical Preservation Commission and Historic Somerville 
previously had events at the Museum but are no longer able to because it is not ADA accessible. Now 
they have to rent space in other buildings that is expensive and doesn’t work well. She said that the 
building is an important resource for the City as an events space.  
 
Gene Brune started his involvement with the Museum in the 1980’s when he was mayor. They worked 
to raise funds and do work to improve the Museum. He feels that 30 years later the Museum is still not 
where it should be. It is a shame that the building is not accessible and the Bullfinch staircase needs 
improvements for people to be able to walk on it. The Museum needs the help of the CPC so that people 
can use the Museum who have not yet been able to.  
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Abby Freedman complemented the volunteers and volunteer staff at the Museum for their success in 
raising funds for the Museum. She stated they are good example for any applicant applying for CPA 
funds.  
 

 
West Branch Library Renovation 
Brandon Wilson shared it is a worthy project and a worthy building. She urged the CPC to dedicate 
funds to the historic features of the Library. CPA funding could be valuable as a match for a possible 
Massachusetts Historical Society grant. 
 
Gene Brune was the Ward 6 Alderman where the Library is located. In the 1980’s there were not 
resources to make the necessary improvements in the City, but they were able to at least make it safe. 
The Library is a precious resource and any improvements would be much appreciated by the 
community. 
 
Jeff Myers thinks that bonding should be explored because bonding through the CPA would limit the 
CPC’s grantmaking ability in the future. Limiting the flexibility of the CPA funds in the future may be 
riskier than approving a larger bond through the general accounting of the City. 
 

 
OPEN SPACE & RECREATIONAL LAND 
 
Hoyt Sullivan Playground 
Mark Niedergang, Ward 5 Alderman expressed his appreciation for the applicants for their 
presentations. He shared his support for all of the projects and his hope that the CPC would support the 
West Branch Library project with seed funding. His opinion is that the City should bond for a project of 
this magnitude. He wanted to share his support for the Hoyt Sullivan playground project as an 
underutilized space that serves a low-income neighborhood without many physical amenities. The 
community values the park and would like to see it improved.  
 
An unidentified man expressed interest in maintaining the grassy area in the Hoyt Sullivan Park. 
 

 
Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition Fund  
An unidentified woman noted there is no mention of green space in the proposal, only open space. She 
hopes there could be some added provisions to keep any existing green space as green space, especially 
in the spirit of preservation.  
 
Another unidentified man asked Mr. Rawson if this would be a new funding mechanism or if this fund 
already exists. Mr. Rawson responded that it will be a new funding mechanism. 
 
Stephanie Hirsch shared that she thought all the proposals were great and is especially supportive of 
the land acquisition fund. The flexibility of the funding mechanism will be very helpful.  
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Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path 
Jen Haefeli, a member of the Somerville Garden Club noted the work that the Club has put on the Path 
from Willow to Cedar, including planting trees. She shared that they know that the soil is toxic and they 
have tried to reclaim the soil through efforts such as planting bamboo in the area near the playground. 
She asked about the grading and rain gardens. She asked what could be done that would not further 
harm the soil as putting gravel or wood chips would, and preserve the grassy areas. Mr. Moore 
responded that directly adjacent to the paved path will be stone dust to formalize the running area that 
already exists. Adjacent to this in the sunny areas it would make sense to seed and replant, but he 
would need to speak with the landscape architects about what would be best. Topsoil could possibly be 
brought in as part of the regrading. She also asked if there was any way to collect rain in the rain 
gardens for use because the land gets parched. Mr. Moore responded this could be considered as part 
of the community engagement process.  
 
Ron Newman, member of the Somerville Bicycle Committee shared that it is very noticeable how much 
the quality of the Path has declined and strongly urged the CPC to fund this proposal. He also urged the 
City to work with Jen and the Somerville Garden Club on this project. 
 
Bill Noll, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator at the Bikeway Community Garden stated the value of the 
Path as an asset to the City. Thousands of people, of all walks of life, walk on the Path. He noted there is 
a feeling, correct or not, that the City is only investing in basic maintenance in the Path. He appreciated 
the Friends of the Community Path, the Garden Club and residents for the work they are doing on the 
Path. He also encouraged the CPC to fund the Path project and supported the expansion of community 
gardens.  
 
An unidentified man expressed his concern about the proposal to put a dog park on the Path near Cedar 
Street and the problems off-leash dogs cause on the Path. He is supportive of the idea of the Somerville 
Garden Club to turn the area proposed as a dog park into a New England meadow.  
 
Brandon Wilson, Executive Director of the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission expressed her 
support for the Community Path project and the proposed interpretive display to give a sense of what 
the Path was before. Though it’s a small part of the project, it’s an integral one. 
 
Mark Niedergang, Ward 5 Alderman shared that he hears about the community’s concern about the 
pavement and drainage issues on the Path. He supports the proposals plans to mitigate these issues and 
the improvements it will make such as rain gardens and bioswales which will hopefully be an example 
for the rest of the City. The project will provide for a broad range of Somerville residents.  
 

 
Remnant, Right-of-Way, and Unclaimed Space Inventory 
Ron Noll shared that he previously put together a Google Map that showed various cut-throughs that 
possibly inspired this project. He is very supportive of this project. There are little places here and there 
that a little path would enhance the City. 
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Chris Mancini, Groundwork Somerville shared that Groundwork proposed a field project for Tufts 
University students this year for a similar project and would like to work collaboratively to make 
headway on the project.  
 

 
Allen Street Mixed Use 
Jeffery Morrow that the City could consider using Depave, a volunteer organization, to address concrete 
circle area in the Allen Street Open Space Area. 
 

 
WRITTEN COMMENTS 
 
Comments covering multiple projects 
 
From: Tori Antonio 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Hello Emily and Kelly, 

Here are the projects I would like to see funded with the CPA money. In order of preference: 

Open Space/Recreational Land 

• 1) Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition Fund (only if the space acquired will not be 
used for artificial turf fields. If these funds will be used for artificial turf then I do not support 
it.) 

• 2)Remnant, Right-of-Way, and Unclaimed Space Inventory, with Corbett McKenna Path Pilot: I 
love this idea. So many unclaimed spaces that could be used for places of connectivity and 
nature.  

• 3)Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community 
Path (N.B. In this proposal there is no plan for poured crumb rubber. As long as the plan will 
be followed I support it. If the plan is approved I will be vigilant and work with the Community 
Path folks to make sure that crumb rubber is not be used.) 

• 4)South Street Farm 
• 5)Allen Street Mixed Use Renovation: I would like to see the kids have a place to go outside. 

Community gardens should be shared spaces, not just for the handful of people who have a 
plot.  

• 6) 31 Union Square 

The rest although they be important are not in my top 6.  

Good luck with choosing the projects guys. Thank you for your efforts to involve the community.  

Tori 
Green and Open Somerville 
 
 
From: Sara Rosenfeld 
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http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/3%20Open%20Space%20Acqusition%20Fund_small.pdf
http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/4%20Space%20Inventory%20%26%20Corbett%20McKenna_small.pdf
http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/5%20South%20Street%20Farm_small.pdf
http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/1%20Allen%20Street%20Mixed%20Use%20Renovation_small.pdf


Thank you for taking comments on the CPA applications-  

Please confirm receipt of this e-mail- 

Full Funding Applications Submitted to the CPC- My choices- 

Open Space/Recreational Land - Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition Fund 

Blended Open Space/Recreational Land & Historic Resources- Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path 

Historic Resources- Historic Property Owner Restoration Fund 

Thank you for your help. Good luck with your new position at City Hall.  We are lucky to have you on the 
staff! 

Sara 

Sara Rosenfeld 
617-939-7277 
rosenfeld.sara@gmail.com 
 
 
From: Steve Mulder 
Received: March 6, 2016 
Hi and thanks for the opportunity to submit comments from the community on the proposed projects.  
 
I continue to be disappointed at how little funding the Historic Resources category is receiving, and I 
urge the group to dedicate more of its undesignated funds in that important direction. 
 
In particular, I want to lend my voice to three deserving projects… 
 
The Community Path has seen tremendous growth and expansion and is a critical part of our 
transportation network - but often with too little funding. I completely support more investment for the 
Path. 
 
We almost lost the historic facade of 31 Union Square recently. With all the new development coming, 
it’s critical that we not abandon important historical details of the square. Restoration is clearly needed, 
before it becomes impossible. 
 
Similarly, Milk Row Cemetery gets a lot of donated time and energy, but not near enough funding given 
its historical importance. 
 
Thanks for listening to the community! 
 
Steve Mulder 
42 Stone Ave 
 
 
From: Jeffrey Morrow 
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Received: January 28, 2016 
Dear Emily, I attended the presentation last night of the proposals seeking funding under the CPA. I 
must say that I found all of the proposals for open space and recreation worthy projects. Tops in my 
priority list, however, were the improvements to the Community Path. I have lived in Somerville only 4 
years, but it is obvious to me that the Community Path is perhaps the crown jewel of the community. It 
is heavily utilized and in a setting of such density, it's oasis-like presence is like fresh air that is 
appreciated and valued even by those who use it little. 

It's value makes the need for repair all the more pressing. Drainage issues make segments actually 
unusable occasionally. The surface deterioration and the dead areas adjacent to the path are more 
esthetic perhaps but should be considered importent in this large linear park. The cost for all the 
improvements sound to me like well paced value. 

ON another note, I mentioned at the meeting that DePave, a volunteer organization, might be 
interested in helping with the removal of the concrete circle amidst the proposed tiny park in the Allen 
St. Mixed Use Renovation. I think that Somerville Climate Action is actually the organization that gets 
involved in this area for such causes, but you are probably familiar with them. This kind of volunteer 
help can make projects more feasible for the obvious reasons. 

http://www.somervilleclimateaction.org/ 

Thanks for looking at my thoughts, 

Jeffrey S Morrow, M.D. 

49 Irving St 

 

 
From: Courtney O’Keefe 
Received: January 10, 2016 
Hi Emily, 
 
After reading the proposals for the upcoming CPA public meetings, I would like to extend my support for 
all of them, especially, the improvements to the Community Path and Hoyt-Sullivan Park.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Regards, 
Courtney O'Keefe 
Phone: (617) 224.8328 
Email: Courtney@courtneyokeefe.com 
 
 
From: Julia Soyer 
Received: February 16, 2016 
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Dear Ms. Monea, 
I especially support the community path project, the improvements to the West Branch library, and the 
proposal to make the Somerville Museum accessible. 

Sincerely, 
Julia Soyer 
4 Langmaid Ave. #22 

 

From: Amanda Rychel 
Received: March 6, 2016 
I have been perusing the 2016 CPA proposals and 2 of them struck me as very high on my list of 
priorities to fund- that is improvements to the Somerville community path and remnant right of way and 
unclaimed space inventory.  
 
The community path is a vital part of my daily commute and in the year I've been riding on it daily by 
bicycle, I become concerned that it will no longer be a useable in another year corridor if there is no 
overhaul of the surface and drainage. As we look forward to extending the path into Cambridge we need 
to make sure the existing path is still useable when the extension is complete. 
 
The remnant right of way and unused space inventory also speaks to me as an important project 
because it would seek to improve walking connectivity in neighborhoods as well as increase common 
outdoor space, which is something that is in short supply in Somerville. 
 
While all the proposals look excellent and worthwhile of finding, I do hope the two I mention make the 
cut. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Amanda Rychel 
18 Fellsway W #1 
Somerville, MA 
 
 
From: Lynn Weissman 
Received: February 28, 2016 
 
To City Community Preservation Act Manager Emily Monea: 
 
I am writing as a working parent in Somerville who has lived here for over 20 years, to submit my 
comments on the 2016 CPA proposals (http://www.somervillema.gov/cpa/projects/2016).  As I 
understand it, the deadline for public comment is 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 17. 
 
I especially support these CPA Applications shown in order of preference: 
 
Blended Open Space/Recreational Land & Historic Resources 
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• Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path 

 
I also support all of the Open Space/Recreational Land proposals 

• Remnant, Right-of-Way, and Unclaimed Space Inventory, with Corbett McKenna Path Pilot 
• South Street Farm 
• Allen Street Mixed Use Renovation 
• Hoyt Sullivan Playground 

 
And I favor these Historic Preservation Proposals 

• Somerville Museum Access for All 
• Historic Document Mold Remediation at Somerville Central Library 
• Historic Property Owner Restoration Fund 

 
Caveats on Other Proposals 
 
Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition Fund 

Initially, I was excited about this proposal.  However, then I realized there is nothing in this proposal 
about preserving green space.   
 
Therefore, I urge the CPC to require the City to revise their Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition 
Fund proposal to ensure that all natural green space acquired by the City will remain green space and 
not converted to artificial surfaces. 

West Branch Library Renovation  

Although the updated West Branch Library Renovation design is wonderful, I believe that the CPA 
funding amount requested ($5.394 million) is too high.  I recommend that the library seek outside 
funding, such as grants for libraries and historic buildings to match/leverage the CPA funding. 

 
Community Housing 

I’d like to support this proposal, though partial funding may be preferable to the full $1.6 million 
requested, so that the project listed above may also be funded. 

 
Thank you for you consideration. 
 
Lynn Weissman  
112 Belmont Street 
Somerville, Ma 02143 
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South Street Farm 
From: Mark Neidergang  
Received: February 11, 2016 
Dear members of the Community Preservation Committee, 

I wanted to write to express my support for Groundworks Somerville's application for funds to further 
develop the South Street Farm.   

I attended the meeting on January 27th and expressed my support there for the Hoyt Sullivan 
Playground renovation and Community Path applications.  Those are both in my ward and I felt it was 
important for me to speak out in support of them. 

This project is near and dear to my heart, so I wanted to express my support for it also.  I have been 
down at the South Street Farm a half-dozen times, and it is an extraordinary place in our City. 
Groundworks has done a fantastic job of developing it, and it is even more to their credit and to the 
community's benefit that young people and young adults are at the core of the work on the farm. 

South Street Farm is a precious and rare asset in our City, and providing funds to enable it to grow and 
thrive would be an excellent thing to do with the City's CPA money. 

Thank you for your service on the Committee and for considering my input. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mark Niedergang 
Ward 5 Alderman 
29 Conwell Street 
Somerville MA 02143 
(617) 629-8033 
m.niedergang@comcast.net 
mniedergang@somervillema.gov 
www.MarkNiedergang.com 
 
 
 
Local Historic District Property Owner Preservation Fund 
From: Julie Redline Bruch  
Received: March 17, 2016 

To the members of the Somerville Community Preservation Committee (CPC): 

I am writing today to express support for the City of Somerville’s proposed Local Historic District (LHD) 
Preservation Fund. 

Given the changes that are underway in Somerville, as well as those anticipated to occur around the 
new Green Line stations in the years to come, it is important to encourage the preservation and 
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conservation of our historic resources to live alongside and counterbalance new development.  LHDs, 
such as the exemplar case in Union Square, serve this purpose. 

Unfortunately, preservation as required by the LHDs requires extensive resources.  For this reason many 
buildings that exist with LHDs are actually maintained to a standard not only below that which is 
required by the LHD and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), but also inferior to what would 
otherwise be the case.  When standards are high but homeowners’ resources are constrained, 
deferred maintenance can too easily become the de-facto standard. 

Preserving historic buildings in Somerville is important for the community, and I hope that the 
Preservation Fund will provide needed financial resources to help property owners preserve these 
structures.  

Sincerely, 

Julie Bruch 
14A Norwood Ave, Somerville MA 02145 
440-319-6810 
 
 
From: Amy Maranville 
Received: March 16, 2016 
 
To the members of the Somerville Community Preservation Committee (CPC): 
 
I am writing today to express support for the City of Somerville’s proposed Local Historic District (LHD) 
Preservation Fund. 
 
As a local author, and someone who hopes to stay in Somerville long-term with my family, I relish the 
continued support of the historic buildings here in town. I also hope to raise my son here, and teach him 
to love the history of our city. 
 
Unfortunately, preservation as required by the LHDs requires extensive resources.  For this reason many 
buildings that exist with LHDs are actually maintained to a standard not only below that which is 
required by the LHD and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), but also inferior to what would 
otherwise be the case.  When standards are high but homeowners’ resources are constrained, 
deferred maintenance can too easily become the de-facto standard.   
 
To borrow a sampling of quotes from the City’s application:   
 

Well-restored historic buildings enhance the visual appearance of Somerville and increase its 
desirability as a place to live, work, and raise families…  Properly restored structures will be in a 
better condition to withstand the negative impacts of weather patterns and general wear and 
tear over the coming decades than those that are merely patched with inferior materials and 
workmanship...  Restored historic properties also benefit the community at-large because they 
preserve and tell the story of Somerville’s economic, social, and cultural history… The 
architectural forms and features of these buildings, visible from public ways (public streets, 
walkways, etc.) are visually accessible for all to enjoy.  The Preservation Fund will provide some 
financial resources to help property owners preserve the imprint of the Somerville citizens who 
previously occupied these structures and worked to build the City. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Amy Maranville 
783 Broadway Apt 1 
Somerville, MA 02144 
(202) 651-1304 
 
 
From: Lynn Laur 
Received: March 16, 2016 
 
To the members of the Somerville Community Preservation Committee (CPC): 
 
I am writing today to express support for the City of Somerville’s proposed Local Historic District (LHD) 
Preservation Fund. 
 
Given the changes that are underway in Somerville, as well as those anticipated to occur around the 
new Green Line stations in the years to come, it is important to encourage the preservation and 
conservation of our historic resources to live alongside and counterbalance new development.  LHDs, 
such as the exemplar case in Union Square, serve this purpose. 
 
Unfortunately, preservation as required by the LHDs requires extensive resources.  For this reason many 
buildings that exist with LHDs are actually maintained to a standard not only below that which is 
required by the LHD and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), but also inferior to what would 
otherwise be the case.  When standards are high but homeowners’ resources are constrained, 
deferred maintenance can too easily become the de-facto standard.   
 
To borrow a sampling of quotes from the City’s application:   
 

Well-restored historic buildings enhance the visual appearance of Somerville and increase its 
desirability as a place to live, work, and raise families…  Properly restored structures will be in a 
better condition to withstand the negative impacts of weather patterns and general wear and 
tear over the coming decades than those that are merely patched with inferior materials and 
workmanship...  Restored historic properties also benefit the community at-large because they 
preserve and tell the story of Somerville’s economic, social, and cultural history… The 
architectural forms and features of these buildings, visible from public ways (public streets, 
walkways, etc.) are visually accessible for all to enjoy.  The Preservation Fund will provide some 
financial resources to help property owners preserve the imprint of the Somerville citizens who 
previously occupied these structures and worked to build the City. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Laur 
15 Greenville St. 
Somerville, MA 02143 
617-642-7563 
 
 
From: Erik, Lindsay and Finley Neu 
Received: March 16, 2016  
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To the members of the Somerville Community Preservation Committee (CPC): 
 
We are writing today to express support for the City of Somerville’s proposed Local Historic District 
(LHD) Preservation Fund. 
 
Given the changes that are underway in Somerville, as well as those anticipated to occur around the 
new Green Line stations in the years to come, it is important to encourage the preservation and 
conservation of our historic resources to live alongside and counterbalance new development.  LHDs, 
such as the exemplar case in Union Square, serve this purpose. 
 
Unfortunately, preservation as required by the LHDs requires extensive resources.  For this reason many 
buildings that exist with LHDs are actually maintained to a standard not only below that which is 
required by the LHD and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), but also inferior to what would 
otherwise be the case.  When standards are high but homeowners’ resources are constrained, 
deferred maintenance can too easily become the de-facto standard.   
 
We own a house that is a perfect example of this:  56 Bow Street in Union Square.  It could be, and will 
be, a historic gem, but the overall project is an immense undertaking.   
 
We applied for CPA funds in 2015, and were recommended to reapply in 2016.  We withdrew our 2016 
application largely because we learned that the City was pursuing this Preservation Fund, and we felt 
that this was a more appropriate vehicle.  Having been through the process once, we can also attest 
that, as a personal homeowner, the CPC application requirements are quite burdensome.  Having a 
focused, off-cycle process managed by the HPC makes is a more sensible solution. 
 
To borrow a sampling of quotes from the City’s application:   
 

Well-restored historic buildings enhance the visual appearance of Somerville and increase its 
desirability as a place to live, work, and raise families…  Properly restored structures will be in a 
better condition to withstand the negative impacts of weather patterns and general wear and 
tear over the coming decades than those that are merely patched with inferior materials and 
workmanship...  Restored historic properties also benefit the community at-large because they 
preserve and tell the story of Somerville’s economic, social, and cultural history… The 
architectural forms and features of these buildings, visible from public ways (public streets, 
walkways, etc.) are visually accessible for all to enjoy.  The Preservation Fund will provide some 
financial resources to help property owners preserve the imprint of the Somerville citizens who 
previously occupied these structures and worked to build the City. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Erik, Lindsay, and Finley Neu 
56 Bow Street (owners and future residents) 
2 Tremont Place (current residents) 
cell: 646-234-3212 
 
 
Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path 
From: Melissa Lowitz 
Received: March 17, 2016 
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Hello, 

I'm writing as a citizen of Somerville in support of the Friends of the Community Path application for 
FY16 CPA funds.  I use the Community Path on a regular basis for both commuting and personal 
enjoyment including biking, walking and running.  It is one of the aspects of our city that makes it unique 
and a more enjoyable place to live. 

This application should be approved because the Friends of the Community Path should serve as Project 
Manager for the Community Path, as a trusted organization with qualified environmental/civil engineers 
and a pulse on what the community wants for the Community Path.  It's also necessary to get these 
funds approved in order to create new Community Gardens along the Community Path so more 
residents can have the opportunity to grow their own food and be more self sufficient.  Open spaces 
that we have in our city are minimal, so we need to preserve and enhance the small spaces that we do 
have. 

Thanks for your time. 
Best Regards, 
 
Melissa Lowitz 
Walker St. 
 
 
From: Maureen Barillaro 
Received: March 17, 2016 
 
To City of Somerville CPA Managers, 

I am writing on behalf of Somerville Climate Action to ask that the Friends of the Community Path 
application for CPA funds be approved. This is such an important project and one that most residents of 
Somerville have been waiting for. The idea that we could have our own "Emerald Necklace" in this city, 
that is severely lacking green space, is applauded, since it is something that we so desperately need. 

I would like to add four further comments: 

1. The Friends of the Community Path must serve as Project Manager, as a trusted organization 
with qualified environmental/civil engineers and a pulse on what the community wants for the 
Community Path. 

2. We need Community Gardens added along the Community Path 
3. Under no circumstances can crumb rubber surfaces, or untested or contaminated soil be used 

along the path. 
4. The surface of the path must be permeable and non-toxic to allow for water to drain and feed 

the soil. 

Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Maureen Barillaro 
C-Chair, Somerville Climate Action 
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Craigie St. 
 
 
From: Christopher Ferry 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Ms. Monea, 
I am writing to you to support the preservation, rehabilitation, and improvement of the Somerville 
Community Path.  

I have been a Somerville resident for over 16 years and the Community Path has been a central part my 
life and the life of my family in this city. We have used it to commute to work and to go on evening 
strolls for ice cream. We've stood with tears in our eyes as the annual 9/11 memorial parade headed 
into Davis Square and we high-fived fellow fans on the path the night the Red Sox won the World Series. 
Recently I watched my daughter pedal away from me on her first two-wheeler as I huffed and puffed to 
try and keep up with her on that same path. 

I've seen the damage that the years have done to the path. The cracking pavement that grabs stroller 
wheels waking children inside. The loss of trees that had been backdrops for Christmas cards. I've also 
seen how much more welcoming the path can be from the new section between Cedar and Lowell or 
the historical markers where it crosses Mass Ave. 

The Community Path is an amazing resource to the city and the surrounding neighborhood. Please make 
its restoration a commitment and priority. 

Thank you. 

Christopher Ferry 
263 Highland Ave. 
 

From: Amanda Ferry 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Dear Ms. Monea -- 

I've had a plot on the bikepath community garden for five or six years now. My daughter (10) has grown 
up getting muddy and learning the joy of gardening there. She's watched snakes basking in the sun, bees 
buzzing in the flowers, rabbits eating our cabbages there. And she's experienced the slow magic of green 
things growing from the soil, all right in the heart of the most densely populated town in New England.  

What's more, she learned to walk on that bike path, her pigtails bouncing as she toddled. She learned to 
scoot on her scooter and to ride a two-wheeled bike there, her braids streaming behind her. She uses it 
to visit her friends now, racing ahead while her slow poke parents walk behind, stopping and chatting 
with other people we meet. It's the heart of our community.  

That's why I'm writing to you to support the Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and 
Improvements to the Somerville Community Path. 
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Because more kids (and adults) need garden plots. Because the path is coming to pieces and the asphalt 
patches make it hard to scoot or ride a bike on. We need more community gardens, more maintainence, 
and more attention to this vital artery at the center of our city. 

Thank you.   

J. Amanda Nielsen 

 

From: Bill Noll 
Received: March 17, 2016 
To City of Somerville CPA Committee 

RE: "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path" 

 I fully support the above referenced project proposed by the Friends of the Community Path (FCP) and 
hope that you will approve the use of Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds as requested in their 
application. 

Nearly everyone I know really likes and appreciates the Somerville Community Path. It's a great open 
space and mobility asset for Somerville and it's pretty nice as it is -- but most of us wish it were better 
maintained and physically improved to realize its full potential. This FCP citizen-initiated and led project 
would provide the first real opportunity to implement a number of improvements to the existing 
Community Path. 

The Community Path links neighborhoods and people literally, figuratively, and from a community-
minded perspective. It is a green corridor for walking, running/jogging, and biking. Thousands of 
commuters walk or bike it every weekday to reach the Davis T-station. Teens ride their skateboards on 
it. Families of parents and children enjoy it as a safe off-street place for walking and playing. Couples in 
arms stroll it in the evening. It is used as part of the route for our city's many 5K road races. It adds 
incredibly to the quality-of-life of the neighborhoods it runs through. To me, the most amazing aspect of 
the Path as it exists even right now is the sheer number of people and different types of folks you see 
when you walk it. There really is a great cross section of our community out there using it. I hope some 
day it will be further expanded as part of the GLX project so that more of our community can enjoy and 
benefit from it. 

But the existing Path could use some attention in the form of physical upkeep and improvements. And 
that's what FCP's proposal addresses -- mainly the two key components to fully re-pave the existing path 
surface from the Cambridge line to Cedar Street, and the MUCH NEEDED regrading and drainage 
improvements including bio-swales and rain gardens. I would consider these two components as 
addressing delayed maintenance that should have been performed anyway. And the proposed project 
includes a couple of new components for the Path that would, with relatively little cost, very effectively 
contribute further to the Path being a well-enjoyed community resource. The "shoulders" of the paved 
path would be improved with stone dust or wood chip surface for runners (a recreation improvement); 
and there would be installation of a small interpretive exhibit of historic railroad artifacts (a 
historic/cultural preservation improvement, not to mention educational). 
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I am a citizen volunteer coordinator at the Bikeway Community Garden that is located on the 
Community Path just outside Davis Square. As a gardener at this community garden, an unexpected 
pleasure has been seeing and enjoying the significant inter-action between all kinds of different folks 
walking on the Path who stop and admire the garden and often come regularly to visit. If you have any 
preconceptions about the types of people who might be inclined to most appreciate gardens in an urban 
area, you will likely quickly be proven wrong if you spend any significant amount of time at this place. I 
know that I've had my attitude openly adjusted. At this very high visibility and high traffic area, the 
adjacency of the Path and the community garden just really fosters friendly interaction among strangers. 

So of particular interest to me is the project's component to develop additional community garden plots 
by expanding the existing Bikeway Garden and/or identifying other locations on the Community Path 
where garden plots might be developed if determined appropriate. Somerville really needs more 
community garden plots to satisfy even part of the public's growing demand. Citywide, there are 
hundreds of people on the wait lists to get a garden plot. At the Bikeway Garden alone we have more 
than 125 people on our wait list (for a garden with 29 plots). So it is especially positive that this project 
envisions an expansion of the Bikeway Garden to add some garden plots. I can guarantee you that there 
will be plenty of citizen volunteers and wait list gardeners ready to help out! 

The Community Path is used and enjoyed by thousands of people each day. Anything that improves it 
benefits all of these residents in some way. I believe that this project as proposed is particularly 
meaningful with its blend of open space, recreation, and historic preservation components --clearly 
consistent with the intent of the CPA program. And to me it's also great because it is a citizen-initiated 
project that would use CPA funds as intended and not require use of City of Somerville general funds. 

This project has very strong support. Please approve its funding as proposed. 

Thank you for your attention and thank you for the time & effort you give to serving Somerville! 

Respectfully.... 

Bill Noll 
36 Josephine Ave. 
Somerville, MA 02144 
wnoll@comcast.net 
617-623-6289 
 

From: Jane Goldman 
Received: March 17, 2016 
To whom it may concern: 

As a Somerville resident who lives on the bike path (at Mixit studios, 32 Clifton Street,) 

I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway 
Community Garden. 
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Thank you, 

Jane Goldman 

From: Jennifer Badot 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Dear Ms. Monea -  

I am a long-time Somerville resident, homeowner and taxpayer. I strongly support the application for 
CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the project known as "Preservation, 
Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path".  

Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of residents on the wait lists) 
so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway Community Garden. 

Thank you for your attention.  

Best,  
Jennifer Badot 
11 Crocker Street 
Somerville, MA 
02143 
 
 
From: Lanier Smythe 
Received: March 17, 2016 
I am writing in support of the proposed Somerville Bikeway rehabilitation and renovation 
improvements.  I have lived in Somerville since 2002, very near the bikeway.  I use it regularly to walk to 
Davis Square and for exercise and to be in touch with nature.  The importance of the Bikeway as a green 
space for Somerville can not be overstressed.  As I'm sure you are aware, Somerville has a population 
density rate greater than any place in the  Greater Boston area--actually one of the densest in the 
country.  The Bikeway is all the more valuable for its use as an open area.  The current edition of  
Atlantic Monthly has an article about the state of the country and one of the points it makes is about the 
importance of green spaces for the health of any city or town.  The Bikeway is almost all we have, so I 
support our making as much of it as possible. 
 
For several years I have had a plot in the Bikeway Community Garden near Davis Square.  I am regularly 
thanked by people walking the path for the work that we do to beautify the path, with the flower border 
outside the fence of the plots.  In addition I have done a bit of guerilla gardening in an attempt to have 
more flowers farther along down the path.  It is almost impossible, since the soil quality is so bad and 
there is no water source available.  I try to improve the soil and cart water from home,  but have not 
been very successful.  However, people stop to thank me for making the attempt.  Everyone benefits 
from even the smallest improvement.   
 
Please count me among the citizens of Somerville who strongly supports the Bikeway and any 
improvements and expansions which are possible.  Thank you. 
 
Lanier Smythe 
80 Winslow Avenue 
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From: Laura Sheppard-Brick 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Dear Sir or Madame, 

I'm writing to support the application for CPA funding for "Preservation, Restoration, and Improvements 
to the Somerville Community Path" as submitted by Friends of the Community Path. 

The Community Path is such a vital part of our community, and the community garden allows so many 
residents the opportunity to grow some of their own food. With 100's of residents on waiting lists, the 
need for more community garden space is clear. I have been lucky enough to have a plot for several 
years now, and I hope you will consider extending that opportunity to more residents. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Sheppard-Brick 
64 Ossipee Rd #1 
Somerville, MA 02144 
 
 
From: Lisa Brukilacchio 
Received: March 17, 2016 
 
Emily 

I am sure that all the suggested projects are worthy, but I am taking a moment to support the 
Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path. This 
project is comprehensive in both its approach and projected outcomes. It addresses built environment 
issues of transportation and water drainage. This work would help to upgrade an intensely utilized open 
space amenity that has created  ribbon of vitality through this section of the City. As someone who was 
on the Advisory Committee for the original design of the Community Path and who helped with the 
Bikeway Garden development, much of the work suggested is in line with suggestions from the 
community at the time these were built. (There were plans to have a meadow and swales along much of 
the path that were scrapped.) Planting up more of the edges with groundcover so there is less bare 
ground would also assist with rain retention. Historically, a number of community activists had worked 
with the City to have park leaves delivered to the Cedar St/Willow St end of the path edges, especially 
on the south side, for two years and even DPW noted a distinct improvement in the water retention 
capacity of the soils, with marked decrease flooding of the path. I do hope that this project can move 
forward! 

Lisa Brukilacchio 

 

From: Fred Berman 
Received March 17, 2016 
Hi Emily, 
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I am a strong supporter of the Community Path, and hope that work to develop and expand the path will 
receive favorable consideration for CPA funds. 

My wife and I frequently walk or ride the path; Lori also rollerblades on the Path.  I was one of the 
coordinators for several years of the Bikeway Community Garden. I am a strong believer in the 
Community Path as an essential component of the Green Line Extension project. 

The Community Path is a commuter path, it is a physical fitness resource, and it is a social resource that 
connects Somerville residents together. 

It needs to be well maintained, and well lit in order to retain its value, and the active use that makes it 
safe.  And it needs to extend eastward to benefit the rest of Somerville, and to live up to its potential as 
an even more valuable commuting and recreational resource. 

When I was a Bikeway garden coordinator we had a huge waiting list for plots in the garden; that list 
has, I am sure, only grown.  We dreamt of expanding the community garden eastward along the bike 
path.  Obviously that would take some bulldozing, a lot of clean dirt, and a lot of work ... but I think 
there would be a ton of local support and people power to help make that a reality. 

As an affordable housing advocate and an advocate for the long-overdue repairs to the West Somerville 
Library, I know that there are many compelling uses for CPA funds.  Please put/keep the Community 
Path on the list for some of those funds; it is an invaluable community resource. 

Thanks for your attention. 

Fred  

Fred Berman 
fredlori@rcn.com 
H: 617-776-0503   C: 617-501-1404  
 
 
From: Nona Hershey 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Thank goodness for communities as "community minded" as ours in Somerville!!! 

I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path".  

Somerville needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of residents on the wait lists) so I 
particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway Community Garden. And let's 
expand the bike path too!! 

Nona Hershey 
32 Clifton Street 
Somerville 
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From: Joe Stromer 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Hello Emily- 

I am writing in support of the Friends of the Community Path's request for CPA funds for the 
"Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path" 
project. I feel that improvement of the path, and especially, the addition of gardening plots will go a long 
way to better serve the Somerville community.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Joe Stromer 
174 Morrison Ave #4 
Somerville, MA 02144 
 
 
From: Alison Snow 
Received: March 16, 2016 
I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". The path is a wonderful addition and benefit to the city, and Somerville can really use 
more community garden plots being that there are hundreds of residents on the wait list!  

Thank you! 

Somerville resident on Highland 

Alison Snow 

From: Meaghan Kilian 
Received: March 16, 2016 
To whom it may concern: 

I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists--I am one of them!) so I particularly support the proposed component to 
expand the Bikeway Community Garden. 

Best, 

Meaghan Kilian 
22 Fairfax Street #2 
978-505-1809 
 

From: Philip Volker and Grace Li 
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Received: March 16, 2016 
To Emily Monea, 

My wife and I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community 
Path for the project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the 
Somerville Community Path". 

We are on a waiting list of hundreds of people for community garden plots, so we particularly support 
the proposed component to expand the Bikeway Community Garden. 

Please consider our support and thank you for doing such a wonderful job for our community! 

Thank you for your time. 

Regards, 

Philip Volker & Grace Li 
52 Bay State Ave Unit 1 
Somerville, MA  02144 
Phone: 817-247-9290 
 

From: Erin Geno 
Received: March 16, 2016 
Hi Emily, 

I'm writing a letter in support of the proposal by The Friends of the Community 
Path for Community Preservation Act funds for the project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path". 

I strongly support this plan and believe improvements to the Community Path (bike path) will enhance 
its usability by all members of the community as a public green space and as a safe walk/bike 
transportation corridor.  

Particularly I very strongly support the part of the plan that calls for expansion/addition to the bikeway 
community garden or garden plots elsewhere along the path. The garden builds tangible community, 
provides habitat and food source for pollinators and allows residents to grow food in certifiably lead-
free areas. As a member of a community garden I can personally attest the benefits. With hundreds of 
residents on wait-lists and these lists growing by the year we should take every opportunity to expand 
public gardening spaces where feasible so we can give as many residents as possible the opportunity to 
participate. 

best, 
Erin Geno 
6 Clifton Street #3 
Somerville, MA 
 

From: Julia Frances Goldmacher 
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Received: March 16, 2016 
Good morning. 

I am writing to express my support for the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the 
Community Path for the project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements 
to the Somerville Community Path."  The Bike Path is an important part of my life in Somerville, and I 
use it to commute, exercise, socialize, and relax. 
 
I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway Community Garden. I am lucky 
enough to have a plot in the Bikeway garden, but waited for years before getting access.  Having a little 
plot of land to grow something makes an enormous difference in my life as an apartment dweller, and 
it's lovely to interact with other member of the community when I visit.  

Thank you, 

Julia 

 

From: David Feeney 
Received: March 16, 2016 
Dear Emily Monea, 

I have lived all my life, over half a century, in several neighboring Boston towns and cities.  I am 
relatively new to Somerville and have been swept away by what a wonderful community it is.  I am an 
advocate of Somerville and am a member of the Somerville Garden Club. 

One of the key attributes of Somerville is the Community Path.  It does not take much of a stroll down 
the Path to feel a sense of unity and community; it really is a landmark and will evolve to be the 
underlying fabric that sets this city apart. 

I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway 
Community Garden. 

Kind Regards, 
david feeney 
16 whipple st. 
 

From: Claire Cheney 
Received: March 16, 2016 
Hi Emily, 

As a resident and now business owner here in Somerville, I want to find reasons to stay in this city, not 
only for my family but for my business. One of the reasons I would choose to stay is if I could have a 
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garden plot - it adds richness to my family's life and helps me teach others about food & plants. Learning 
that there is a 3 year wait list for a spot was upsetting and definitely made me consider the quality of life 
here in Somerville. 

I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway 
Community Garden. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
Claire Cheney 
Somerville Resident & owner of Somerville Business, Curio Spice Co. 
 

From: Christel Jorgenson 
Received: March 15, 2016 
As a member of the Bikeway Community Garden, I particularly support 

"Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path".  

Not only would this enhance the existing path, which serves so many Somerville residents and is a great 
asset to our town, but it would also expand the Community Garden, another community asset, which 
has a waiting list for plots.  

I hope that this Path project can be approved. 

Thanks! 
Christel Jorgenson 
22 Cherry Street 
Somerville 
 

From: Marlene Tholl 
Received: March 15, 2016 
I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway 
Community Garden. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marlene Tholl 
11 Lowden Ave 
Bikeway gardener 
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From: Kristina Provost 
Received: March 15, 2016 
Hello, 
 
I am writing in strong support of the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the 
Community Path for the project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements 
to the Somerville Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are 
hundreds of residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the 
Bikeway Community Garden. 
 
Thank you, 
Kristina Provost 
 

From: Eva Leung 
Received: March 15, 2016 
Dear Emily, 

I am writing in strong support of the application for CPA funds, submitted by the Friends of the 
Community Path for the project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements 
to the Somerville Community Path".  

As a Somerville resident and an ecological designer who is currently designing a garden on Vinal Avenue, 
I vouch for the social, ecological, educational and economical benefits of growing spaces, and any 
infrastructure that promotes health. This is especially important in urban centers where land prices are 
high and food-growing space are scarce.  

The community path is an excellent infrastructure with great visibility for any improvements made for 
the community. Please support! 

Sincerely,  

Eva Leung 
Co-Founder / Director of Design & Communications 
USA: +1 (347) 701 0253 
eva.leung@terracura.org 
eva.leung@post.harvard.edu 
 
Terra Cura Inc. 
269 Elm Street 
Kingston, MA 02364 
U.S.A. 
 

From: Danny Goldfine 
Received: March 15, 2016 
I strongly support the application for CPA funds submitted by the Friends of the Community Path for the 
project known as "Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville 
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Community Path". Somerville really needs more community garden plots (there are hundreds of 
residents on the wait lists) so I particularly support the proposed component to expand the Bikeway 
Community Garden. 

--  
Daniel Goldfine 
aka Danny Gold 

 

From: Geeta Shrestha 
Received: March 15, 2016 
 
"Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path" 

I support above project.  

 
 
From: Kimberly Lucas 
Received: March 7, 2016 
Hi, 

I'm writing in reference to and in support of the project called ""Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path."   

As a long-time (12 years this fall!) Somerville resident and soon-to-be 3-year community gardener, I 
would like to share my excitement, appreciation, and unbridled support for this project.  While I'm 
incredibly grateful for the work Somerville has put in to expand the bike path (it nearly reaches my 
apartment on Central St.!), I think the old parts of the path deserve just as much love and care--there is 
certainly need for maintenance and drainage improvements in the old areas.  The bike path has been 
one of the reasons I continue to live in Somerville, offering easy and safe access across the 
city.  Additionally, I would love to see the Bikeway Community Garden expand to incorporate 
additional plots.  I've had a wonderful experience there, and I would want others to be able to have such 
an experience quicker than my 5 waitlist years.  I'm excited for this project--which will improve and 
preserve the existing path in ways that are much needed without using taxpayer money, and I hope it 
moves forward.   

If you have any questions or want further comment, I'm happy to provide. 

Thank you, 

Kim Lucas 
19 Central St. #29 
Somerville 02143 
 

From: Candace Esslinger  
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Received: March 6, 2016 
Dear Ms Monea, 

As a resident of Somerville, I have had the benefit of sharing a Community Path with my neighbors 
which in my experience has always been a positive and uplifting experience. The artworks and the 
gardens along the path bring much needed reminders that we are a community and that we care.  By 
funding this project to preserve and improve the bike path I strongly believe this will reinforce our 
collective identity as neighbors and strengthen our community. I would also like to advocate for more 
community garden plots in Somerville as they have been very successful but very few. There appears to 
be plenty of open space available for more community gardens and recreation and I hope you will 
consider funding this project. Without the bike path, I believe there would be so much more traffic, 
pedestrian and otherwise on the streets which is an already congested and hazardous area to travel. The 
Somerville Community Bike Path serves many purposes and should be preserved, maintained and 
improved for the benefit of the community of which we spend our tax dollars. While I don't have the 
facts available I would hazard a guess that having a well lit community path serves to reduce crime and 
enhance a feeling of connection with others which is so strongly needed in this day and age.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Esslinger  

Somerville, MA  

 

From: Daniel Walsh  
Received: March 6, 2016 
Hi All, 

I am excited about the this project, to improve the wonderful bike path that runs through 
Somerville.  I've only lived here 2+ months, but already I love this aspect of Somerville, walk it twice each 
day on my way to the T station, and often on the weekends to stroll, people watch and take in its good 
vibes. 

I am thrilled that the project seeks to improve drainage; yikes, the puddles I've had to dodge during wet 
weather!  And I understand that more garden space will be created - fantastic!  A community cannot go 
wrong when it comes to integrating more gardening space.  It supports the overall nurturing aspect of 
the community.  When I've walked by the gardening section of the path, even in the dormant winter 
months, I am happily reminded of the loveliness of Somerville and its (gardening) population.      

Anything historic added to the pathway would be most welcome by me!  When we honor the past, and 
those who have come before us, we can more fully appreciate the long continuity of our community, 
and how we now benefit from efforts of long, long ago.  Good, good stuff! 

Any plans to formally bring in more artwork?  I love the creativity! 
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Please keep me updated on this project.  I fully support all funding needed to make this wonderful bike 
path something even more singular and attractive than it already is.  It's hard to imagine that this kind of 
investment will not pay off at least 10 fold!   

Happy to be living in Somerville, 

Daniel Walsh  
36 Josephine Ave. 
Somerville 02144 
516-457-3162 
 

From: John Reinhardt 
Received: March 5, 2016 
I am writing to support the improvement and rehabilitation to the Somerville Community 
Path.  Specifically, I: 

1) I helped build the Bikeway Community Garden and have seen the hundreds of people who use it 
every sunny day.  We need more space because we turn away so many prospective gardeners. 

2) The Path needs better physical maintenance & drainage improvements. 

This is a grass roots project proposed by the users. 

Thanks for your consideration 

 

 
From: Alex Epstein 
Received: January 7, 2016 
Dear Emily Monea, 
 
As a Somerville homeowner and resident who values and relies on the Community Path, I would like to 
register my support for this worthwhile CPA funding application, which I understand is being considered: 
Preservation, Rehabilitation, and Restoration of the Somerville Community Path 
http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/9_FY16%20EDF_Pres%20of%20Community%20Path.p
df 

Thank you! 

Alex Epstein 
5 Windsor Road 
 

From: Ann & Alec Peralta 
Received: March 5, 2016 
Dear Emily, 
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I am writing to express my resounding support for the project entitled: "Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and Improvements to the Somerville Community Path" on behalf of myself and my husband 
(seven year residents of Somerville).   

For me and my family, the community path is one of the prized resources in Somerville.  It is where we 
bump into friends, it is where we walk our dog, and it is where our toddler explores and says hi to 
others.  Keeping the path beautifully maintained and attractive to everyone in the community will 
continue to create this incredible feeling of community on and along the path.   

I also want to advocate for more community garden plots in the bikeway garden.  It took my husband 
and I four years to get off the waiting list and it is now a source of community and healthy, fresh 
produce for my family.  More garden plots will only open those opportunities to more and more people 
who live in the area. 

The community path is an important asset in our community and allows people to enjoy open space, 
and encourages physical activity. 

You couldn't find a more fitting project.  I urge you to support this project fully. 

Most sincerely, 

Ann & Alec Peralta 
25 Warwick Street 
 
 

From: John Reinhardt 
Received: March 5, 2016 
I am writing to support the improvement and rehabilitation to the Somerville Community 
Path.  Specifically, I: 

1) I helped build the Bikeway Community Garden and have seen the hundreds of people who use it 
every sunny day.  We need more space because we turn away so many prospective gardeners. 

2) The Path needs better physical maintenance & drainage improvements. 

This is a grass roots project proposed by the users. 

Thanks for your consideration 

 

From: Sandra Gray 
Received: March 19, 2016 
Dear Ms. Monea, 
I am travelling in India presently and just received the email referring to this project.  I'd just like to add 
my voice in saying that as a resident of Davis Square, I derive so much enjoyment and benefit from the 
Bikeway path, since I moved to Somerville in 2005 to take care of my 93 year old mother who has since 
passed away.  I have had a garden plot since 2006 and spend hours working there with the gardening 
community.  Walking along the path is a daily recreation, too. At 73 years old, this is not only a health 
benefit for me but a source of community connection.  It is wonderful to see people of all ages running, 
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biking, and walking with their families on the path.  Please help to expand and improve the walking path, 
extend the community garden to include more plots for gardeners and add historic signage so that we 
may all learn more about this former rail line.  We so appreciate your kind attention to this project. It is 
truly a community asset worth preserving and improving. 
With best regards, 
Sandra Gray 
9 Lester Terrace 
Somerville, MA 02144 
 
 
Remnant, Right-of-Way, and Unclaimed Space Inventory 
For portion of application that had been withdrawn: 
 
From: Leonard Nuth 
Received: March 17, 2016 
Dear Emily Monea,  

As a home owner of 37+ years at 25 Munroe Street Somerville, I am in favor of the Corbett-McKenna 
wood trail application for funding.These funds could be used to find a better community use of this area 
like expanding childrens area. creating a mor beautiful site etc.  

Is there anything I can do to help with this appliaction? 

Best regards,  
Leonard R. Nuth 
25 Munroe Street Unit 1 
Somerville, MA 02143 
Cell: 1-603-496-4687 
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