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Somerville Commission on Energy Use and Climate Change Meeting Minutes 
February 14, 2023, 7:00 P.M. 

Virtual Meeting 

Commissioners Attending: Commissioner Emily Sullivan (ex-officio), Commissioner Larry Yu (Chair), 
Commissioner Ramón Bueno (Vice chair), Commissioner Eri Furusawa, Commissioner Liz Galloway, and 
Commissioner Eliza Johnston. 
Commissioners Not Attending: Commissioner Julie Wood 
Attendees: Ron Cavallo, Noah Slovin, Grace Hall, Amina Cephas, Lindsay Lucke, John Scherbarth, and Bill 
Mahaney.  

Meeting started at 7:02 p.m.  

Introductions  

CEUCC members and City staff introduced themselves. Attendees shared their names, pronouns, and 
where they live in Somerville.  

Subcommittee Updates:  
Outreach 
 
Somerville Climate Forward (SCF) Update 
Commissioner Johnston gave a quick overview of the first SCF process: CEUCCC participation, meetings 
with consultants and residents, residents climate action groups. Community engagement targeted ~6 
different groups by specific topics (buildings, transportation, etc.). These groups met with OSE & City 
Staff, as well as the CEUCC.  
 
Commissioner Bueno said the climate ambassadors now provide a network of “knowledgeables” who in 
turn can engage with their own networks.  
 
Commissioner Sullivan said the KLA, the SCF update consultants, will attend the March CEUCC meeting. 
KLA will discuss the proposed engagement toolkit for the update process, as well as other aspects of the 
update. 
 
Commissioner Furusawa asked for an update on Climate Ambassadors. Commissioner Sullivan stated 
that the 25 Ambassadors met for the first time in early February. They will alternate between in-person 
and webinars meetings. Including the 2023 cohort, there are ~100 total ambassadors in the alumni 
network. Commissioner Furusawa asked that, when appropriate, the Outreach sub-committee connect 
with KLA and see how to assist them.  
 
Commissioner Yu said more people can be rallied to set up tables in public spaces, hand out flyers at 
Market Basket, etc.  
 
Commissioner Furusawa stated that she and Commissioners Yu and Johnston are the Outreach sub-
committee members. The rest of the CEUCC can be looped in as needed. 
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Community Choice Electricity (CCE) 
Commissioner Furusawa wants to see how to tap ambassadors in various outreach roles, such as those 
with businesses. Commissioner Yu met with Talia Fox, Arlington’s Sustainability Manager. Arlington has 
been quite successful in 100% opt-ups. 
 
SustainaVille Week 
Commissioner Yu opened a discussion on SustainaVille Week. Erin Noël is working on it. The dates of 
SustainaVille week are April 22 – April 29. The first portion of the week will during school vacation and 
the remaining portion the week after. OSE will have approximately 4 events, possibly with other City 
departments. 
 
Commissioner Johnston mentioned how home tours were very successful with campaigns on solar 
panels, heat pumps, electrification; a great opportunity to learn from neighbors. 
 
Policy 
Commissioner Galloway gave an update on the Specialized Stretch Code. 
 
Commissioner Yu stated that City Council approved the specialized stretch energy/efficiency code, which 
will be effective July 1st. 
  
Commissioner Galloway stated that the code mandated pre-wiring for electrification of new and existing 
buildings renovations. The code permits a 10% building envelop performance reduction for existing 
buildings and renovations. 
 
Commissioner Sullivan stated that Linnean Solutions has been contracted to analyze the impact of the 
new special code (over and beyond the stretch code). 
 
Commissioner Yu stated that there was a public comment period for the fossil fuel-free pilot program, 
through which 10 municipalities will be able to adopt fossil fuel free building regulations. Somerville is 
not part of the 10 municipalities listed as participants in the pilot, but was the first municipality to 
submit a Home Rule Petition after the pilot was approved by the State Legislature. Somerville can only 
participate if one of the 10 municipalities opts out.  
 
Commissioner Bueno said it is a unique opportunity to coordinate local, state, and federal funding and 
initiatives for maximum impact on small businesses and properties, etc.  
 
Commissioner Galloway commented on new construction and major renovations and embodied carbon 
policy – something that Cambridge is starting to develop a policy for.  
 
Commissioner Johnston asked about the cross departmental coordination on climate goals. 
Commissioner Sullivan commented that OSE engages with a variety of departments to implement the 
recommendations identified in Somerville Climate Forward. OSE also meets with these departments 
annually to monitor and track progress on goals. Commissioner Sullivan said the climate action plan 
update could be an opportunity to recommend or establish a more formal coordination structure. 
 
Commissioner Johnston recalled cross-departmental coordination on climate policy with a facilitator. 
This process had come up around to the topic of the campus renovation project, looking for how to do 
better next time.  
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Commissioner Yu suggested looking at how Pittsburg is using priority-based budgeting. The 
Commissioner also said the rental licensing program is on hold pending new staffing. 
 
Commissioner Yu asked Commissioner Galloway about her thoughts on a local building emissions 
reduction and disclosure policy, and how she thought Somerville was doing to establish building 
electrification policies. 
 
Commissioner Galloway stated that the updated Stretch Code and newly adopted Specialized Code were 
important regulations for the City to electrify its buildings and meet its climate goals. Somerville has 
positioned itself well to electrify private and public buildings. 
 
Commissioner Galloway suggested that electrification efforts prioritize smaller, 1-3 unit residential 
buildings. There may be federal funding opportunities to support electrification of our smaller building 
stock.  
 
Commissioner Johnston said it’s time to refocus on how to leverage federal funds for small property 
weatherization and efficiency. 
  
Commissioner Galloway commented that transformers are not sized to handle more than a few fully 
electric buildings. Infrastructure upgrades will be an important step in Somerville achieving its climate 
goals. Commissioner Yu said something is in the works with Eversource on infrastructure improvements. 
 
Attendee Ron Cavallo of 70 Victoria Street commented that small developers have left the City due to 
new zoning and building regulations, as well as tax regulations. He stated that the City has 
disincentivized small developers and small development. Ron also stated that the infrastructure in the 
City is old and failing, some of the worst infrastructure in the state.   
 
Commissioner Galloway offered to meet with Ron to discuss a more detailed view of possible responses. 
 
Administration  
The Commission discussed the open commission position. The call for applicants will be translated and 
distributed through multiple channels. The Commission agreed that it would be good idea to ask the 
Ambassadors to disseminate the opening, as well as use Somerville Climate Forward update 
engagement to advertise the position. Applications will be accepted through the end of April.  
 
Commissioner Sullivan stated that Tetra Tech has been contracted for the Zero Waste Planning project. 
 
Commissioner Yu asked for an OSE staffing update. Commissioner Sullivan summarized that Vithal 
Deshpande left the City and the Environmental Program Manager position is now vacant. Additionally, 
two new hires have joined the department. Vladimir Kan joined the team as the department’s first 
Financial Analyst. Elyse Belarge joined the team as the department’s first Sustainability Planner.  
 
January Minutes 
Unanimously approved.  
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Future meetings 
The Commission discussed rescheduling the March meeting date so that all Commissioners could attend 
the Somerville Climate Forward update with KLA. 
 
Commissioner Yu stated that the state provision allowing for virtual public meetings expires at the end 
of March. If the provision is not extended, then the CEUCC will need to meet in-person. Commissioner 
Bueno argued to maintain 1.5 hour meetings if the Commission does need to meet in-person. The 
Commission will discuss meeting format options (in-person, virtual, hybrid, etc.) later, when the state 
announces whether virtual meetings are still allowed. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 20, 2023 (selected 
after the 2/14/2023 meeting). 


