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Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 23, 2023, at 3:00pm 

Via GoToWebinar 

Online Video Platform 

 

Attending:   FHC members: Janine Lotti, Dennis Fischman, Rona Fischman, Patrice Faulkner  

                    City staff: Andres Bueno, Hanalei Steinhart, Mike Feloney 

                    Members of the public: none. 

 

Minutes distribution: FHC members and (upon acceptance) others attending; also posted to City 

website upon acceptance. 

 

I. Call to Order and Review of Draft Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order shortly after 3:00pm. It was approved unanimously by 

roll call vote. Andres Bueno explained this meeting was being held on Thursday 

February 23, 2023. 

 

A motion was introduced to approve the minutes from December 1st. The minutes were 

approved unanimously by roll call. 

 

Andres Bueno introduced Hanalei Steinhart, the new Fair Housing commission staff 

liaison. Hanalei’s resume was circulated prior to the meeting. All commissioners 

introduced themselves and welcomed Hanalei. 

 

II. Standing Agenda Items 

Dennis Fischman and Andres Bueno led review of the two standing updates on the 

agenda, Facebook page update and review of Fair Housing calls and/or complaints, 

respectively. 

 



Facebook page update: Dennis stated the FHC’s Facebook page is found by searching 

“Somerville Fair Housing Commission” and that he generally posts a question of the 

week on Fridays and a fair housing related news item on Mondays. Dennis reviewed 

the most popular question and the amount of views, comments, and shares the post had. 

 

Review of Calls/Issues/Complaints: Andres reported that there had been two complaints 

since December 1, 2022. The first complaint was received on February 10th, 2023, 

regarding the Milwaukee Housing Authority. As that appeared to be out of jurisdiction, 

it was referred to the Fair Housing Council. The second complaint was received on 

January 18th, 2023. The household had applied to the ALTA lottery in Assembly, which 

did not result in a fair housing complaint and violation. The complainant shared their 

frustration and complaint with reported mismanagement of their application in the post-

lottery phase by a lottery agent, property management, and the SHA. This resulted in a 

months-long move-in delay and the receipt of a different unit than the one the 

complainant selected. 

 

III. Update on Specific Activities 

Andres and other staff attending reviewed 6 areas activities in the order they follow 

below. 

 

1. FHC Annual Report for FY 2021: The report was referred to the Housing and 

Community Development Committee for furth discussion. It will be posted on the Fair 

Housing Commission website once it has been approved. 

 

2. Draft Letter to City Council regarding Fair Housing Enforcement: This item was 

referred to the Housing and Community Development Committee for further 

discussion. Andres Bueno will prompt Dennis Fischman with any responses received. 

Ellen gave feedback on the letter, stating that the Suffolk Law Clinic can file cases in 

court to bypass the MCAD complaint process. She suggests considering whether the 

City should engage with a law firm to provide equivalent services. Additionally, Ellen 

mentioned the existing OHS partnership with De Novo as they could potentially take 

on some cases. She also suggests that the walk-in hours at MCAD may be most 

effective when filing a complaint. 

 

3. Fair Housing Anti-Displacement Task Force Meeting update: Andres Bueno will 

check in with Patrice Faulkner regarding the update with FHADTF and Andres will 

relay the email from Luis Quizhpe on January 12, 2022. There was a pause to FHADTF 

to broaden the scope of the work to include a third subcommittee focusing on the 

displacement of artists and nonprofits. The broadened scope allows the city to work on 

adding members to the Taskforce with relevant knowledge and expertise. The city 



wants to ensure that an equitable process is followed to fill new openings and leverage 

SOIA’s network. 

 

4. Follow up on posting Tenant Union information to City website: The ‘Getting 

Organized” handout has been posted on the website. Additional website updates have 

been made, such as updating the contact information. Andres Bueno confirmed with 

CAAS that they are not working on an official summary of the “Getting Organized” 

handout. Andres thanked Rona Fischman for reviewing tenant unionization materials 

and the two video presentations shared by CAAS staff. 

 

5. FHC “Wish List”: Color of Law events and translation: Andres Bueno has connected 

with Kerry O’Donnell regarding meeting times at the Central Brand Auditorium. Two 

FHC members should be present to run the discussions at the chosen times. Kerry 

O’Donnell is scheduled to work during some of these times at the Library’s public 

desks and she cannot guarantee her ability to attend the full sessions. She will be 

present in the building and can check in on the program. Kerry O’Donnell will make 

the ebook and digital audiobook available for the duration of the month with no waiting 

period. Andres Bueno confirmed that he received flyers from Rona for translation. 

 

6. Tabling at community events: The Fair Housing pamphlet needs updating. Rona 

Fischmann asked for a traveling tabling kit to be prepared. 

 

7. Questionnaire for candidates and incumbents: 

 

IV. Announcements  

 

1. Monthly meeting:  

 

A motion to adjourn was introduced and approved unanimously by roll call vote. The 

meeting was adjourned around 4:00 pm. 


