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Location: Virtual meeting via GoToWebinar 

Date: December 21, 2022 

Time: The Chair convened the meeting at 5:34pm. 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

SRA Members Present: Iwona Bonney, Phillip Ercolini, William Gage, Patrick McCormick, Christine 
Stone. 

SRA Members Absent: Ben Ewen-Campen. 

Staff Present: Cathy Salchert (Acting Special Counsel), Rachel Nadkarni (Acting Director of Economic 
Development), Ted Fields (Senior Planner), Ben Demers (Planner). 

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

Staff presented virtual meeting house rules to the Board. 

 

1. Approval of minutes for the November 16, 2022 meeting: 

No amendment to the draft minutes were suggested. 

Ms. Bonney moved approval. Seconded by Mr. McCormick. Approved 5-0-0 (Yes-No-Abstain) 

by roll call vote.  

 

2. Citation for Eileen McGettigan 

Mr. Ercolini read the citation to Ms. McGettigan, who previously acted as Special Counsel to the 

Redevelopment Authority. Mr. Ercolini also expressed that it had been his distinct honor in working 

with Ms. McGettigan, and that her work has been essential to the Authority’s success over the past 

ten years. Other Board members echoed this appreciation. Ms. McGettigan responded that it had 

been an honor to serve as the Authority’s Special Counsel. In addition to the Board members present, 

she thanked Nancy Busnach, the former Chair of the Authority. 

 

3. 90 Washington Street – Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process review 

Mr. Fields walked through a draft Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the development of 90 

Washington Street with the Board. This RFQ will be released on January 19th (after a vote by the SRA 

at their January 18th meeting) and will help the City build a better Request for Proposals (RFP) in May 

to ultimately encourage better development proposals for the site. Answers to the RFQ will be due 

in March and reviewed in April, and the RFP will then be released in May. OSPCD will hope to have a 

short list of recommended developers in November 2023. 

Mr. Fields noted one update to the timeline presented in the draft RFQ: Rather than post answers to 
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questions about the RFQ on February 20th, these answers will be posted on February 17th, since the 

20th is a holiday. 

Mr. Fields asked that Board members, in addition to discussing any feedback during the meeting, 

also send any comments to Mr. Fields by email.  

Mr. Gage pointed out a few corrections. On page 6, the word “adjacencies” may be confusing. On page 

12, in the second paragraph, the word “much” should be changed to “must.” On page 17, in the last 

paragraph, change “this” to “the.” On page 20, in the last paragraph, the word “can” should be omitted. 

Lastly, Mr. Gage commented that the total space needed for the public safety building would be 70,100 

square feet, which is very large. Mr. Fields confirmed that this is correct, and that a lot of space 

would be needed for the program that has been scoped. Ms. Stone clarified that the approximately 

70,000 square feet will probably be useable square feet and doesn’t include things like mechanical, 

lobbies, etc., so the total square footage could be closer to 90,000 square feet. 

Mr. Gage also asked who picks the finalists. Mr. Fields clarified that the Board picks the finalists. The 

Civic Advisory Committee is purely acting in an advisory role to the Redevelopment Authority. 

Ms. Stone asked if there are essential elements in the program of the public safety building, such as 

a certain use needing to go on a particular floor, that should be specified in the RFQ. Mr. Fields 

answered that the Public Safety Committee is looking at this as a four-story building if it is an all-

in-one structure, whereas one of the questions in the RFQ is whether various public safety uses can 

be broken up and spread out throughout the site. Ms. Stone asked if there are any hard and fast rules 

about the programming, and if those have been included in the RFQ. Mr. Fields said this will be 

expanded upon in the information sessions that the City will host to respond to questions about the 

RFQ. 

 

4. 32 Webster Avenue update 

Mr. Demers gave an update from OSPCD. Last meeting, the Board received a letter from Just-A-Start 

about their development at 24 Webster Avenue. This sparked a conversation about whether the 

adjacent property at 32 Webster Avenue, which has a derelict structure, might also be acquired and 

redeveloped. Mr. Demers updated the Board that this is something that OSPCD staff and Just-A-

Start had looked into earlier, but that they had run into an issue that prevented them from acting 

further. However, with this renewed interest, they are looking into whether it would be feasible to 

include this site in the overall development if they can acquire it down the line. OSPCD staff will aim 

to have an update about this in early 2023. 

 

5. Scheduling check-in for 2023 

A. Meeting time 

Mr. Demers shared the tentative dates for Redevelopment Authority meetings in 2023, based on 

keeping meetings on the third Wednesday each month. Mr. Fields clarified that the Authority usually 

does not meet in July or August, but that we will keep these as placeholders. 
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Ms. Stone commented that she is likely not able to join for April 19th, so we can consider moving the 

meeting a week earlier or later. Mr. McCormack commented that he will not be able to join for the 

January meeting. 

Mr. Demers will share the list of dates over email. 

 

B. Meeting topics  

Members will continue to be able to add topics to the agenda in the weeks before the meeting as 

they would like. 

Mr. Gage said he would appreciate presentations from Federal Realty (for Assembly Square) and 

Union Square Associates (for Union Square). Members also expressed interest in a Winter Hill 

update at some point, as well as Boynton Yards and Washington Street. 

 

6. Other items not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 

Mr. Ercolini asked Ms. Salchert to determine what should happen if the Board Chair is sick for a 

meeting, since someone will need to guide the meeting. Ms. Salchert was told there is no process 

currently in place. She will do more research, but otherwise the Board can determine its own 

process at a future meeting. 

Mr. Demers updated the Board that at some point early next year, he will need to give a presentation 

on the new Code of Conduct to Board members. This will likely be in February or March. 

 

7. Public comment period. 

Anne Ryan commented that she did not realize the CAC was only advising the Redevelopment 

Authority, and is interested in how this process works. Mr. Field explained that the CAC advises 

policymakers on key decisions that need to be made in the redevelopment process, and that this had 

been explained in the interview process. All input from CAC members is recorded to be shared with 

the Redevelopment Authority and other relevant bodies. Ms. Ryan expressed not knowing yet if she 

was a CAC member. Mr. Fields explained that the City is still interviewing candidates. Ms. Ryan asked 

about ongoing participation, regardless of whether she is a member of the CAC, and how she can 

still advise the Authority. Mr. Fields explained that at the very least, members of the public can 

always attend Redevelopment Authority meetings and speak during the public comment period, and 

can always reach out to members of the City team on this project. Ms. Ryan is also always welcome 

to speak to CAC members about the project. Mr. Ercolini cautioned Ms. Ryan about reaching out to 

Redevelopment Authority members directly outside of the meeting, since this should be done at the 

meeting on public record. 

Bill Mahaney made comment to pay the Redevelopment Authority a compliment, and tell them he 

appreciated their work. 
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8. Next meeting: January 18, 2023 

The next meeting of the Redevelopment Authority will be Wednesday, January 18, 2023, at 5:30pm. 

 

Adjournment: 

The Chair requested a motion to adjourn. Mr. Gage moved to adjourn. Ms. Bonney. The motion 

was unanimously approved 5-0-0 by roll call vote at 6:13pm and the meeting ended. 


