
Traffic Board 
Public Hearing December 20, 2022



Introduction

 Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this 
meeting of the Traffic Board will be conducted via 
remote participation.

 An audio recording, audio-video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive record of these 
proceedings will be posted as soon as possible after 
the meeting on the City of Somerville website.

 Roll Call

 If the Traffic Board receives a petition relative to a 
rule or regulation approved by the Traffic 
Commission, the Traffic Board will host a public 
hearing within two weeks of receiving the petition 
and determine by majority vote whether to avoid the 
adoption, alteration or repeal of the rule or 
regulation.



Received 
Appeal

"We the undersigned registered voters of the City of Somerville 
hereby petition that the Somerville Traffic Board conduct a public 
hearing regarding the jaywalking laws in Somerville’s Traffic 
Regulation (April 2022).

We support omitting the following bolded text from Somerville’s 
Traffic Regulation Article Xll Section 2.1 (the underlined text 
provides the relevant framing): “whenever there is an officer
directing traffic, a traffic control signal or a marked crosswalk 
within three hundred (300) feet of a pedestrian, no such 
pedestrian shall cross a way or roadway except within the limits 
of the marked crosswalk and as hereinafter provided in these 
regulations.” Under this law, pedestrians could be required to 
walk 598 feet, or a more than one tenth of mile, just to get to the 
other side of the street.

In repealing this language, we support having road crossing 
regulations restricted to the other regulations that already exist. 
These require adherence to signals at signalized intersections, 
and safe behaviors, particularly Section 12-4(a): “No pedestrian 
shall suddenly leave a sidewalk or safety island and walk or run 
into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for 
the driver to yield the right of way. Pedestrians should have the 
right to cross the street when this need is safely met."



Traffic Board 
Virtual Public 

Hearing Rules 
& Regulations

 All attendees will be muted at the beginning of the public hearing. Only one person will be allowed to 
speak at any given time. The Chair will take speakers off mute individually when they are called on.

 Members of the public may request to provide testimony by raising their hand using the raise hand 
function in the video conferencing platform. The Chair and/or City staff will share instructions on 
how to use the raise hand function at the beginning of the hearing and throughout the meeting. The 
Chair will then call on members of the public in the order that they appear.

 Members of the public, when speaking, are requested to state for the record their name, address, and 
the name of any organization they represent, if applicable.

 Members of the public are requested to speak directly and clearly, due to the fact that these 
proceedings are being recorded.

 Statements from the public are limited to 2 minutes each. The Chair reserves the right to interrupt 
comments that extend beyond 2 minutes in order to afford everyone an opportunity to provide 
testimony.

 Project proponents will be asked to provide a presentation with background information to inform 
the Traffic Board and members of the public.

 After all speakers in the queue have completed their testimony, the Chair will ask whether there are 
any members of the public who have not yet provided testimony who wish to.

 Written testimony can be sent by email to transportation@somervillem.gov or by mail to: Mobility 
Division, ATTN: Hearing, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143; written testimony must be 
received by 4pm of the day of the public hearing. All public and written comments received will be 
included in the board’s consideration.

mailto:transportation@somervillem.gov


City Presentation



Context

Local
 Somerville Traffic Regulations

State
 Chapter 90, Section 18A
 Chapter 89, Section 11
 Code of Massachusetts Regulations Title 

700 Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation

Nationwide



Somerville Vision Zero Action Plan

 Strategy to eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries 
from our transportation system while increasing safe, 
healthy, and equitable mobility for all.

 Prioritize safe street design which includes enhancing 
design of major intersections, building safe mid-block 
crossings, and building safe pedestrian routes.

 Enhance mid-block crossing opportunities and safety.
 De-emphasize enforcement and focus efforts on the most 

dangerous behaviors, such as speeding and violating 
pedestrian right of way, over minor infractions.



Traffic 
Commission 

Briefing

 The Traffic Commission held a discussion on the 
petition at the December 8, 2022, Meeting.

 They acknowledged gap in community values and 
jaywalking regulation.

 Somerville Police Department shared that the 
regulation has likely not been enforced over the last
10 administrations.

 The Traffic Commission made no changes to the 
current regulation; therefore, the Traffic Board is 
required to host a public hearing regarding the 
petition.



Public 
Testimony 

Zoom 
Instructions

 To participate, please select the “raise hand” function

 Find this by either clicking on the "Reactions" button in 
your toolbar, and a window will pop up with a "Raise 
Hand" button. In some Zoom versions, you can find it 
directly on your toolbar or through the "Participants" 
window.

 We will call on you when it is your turn and unmute your 
microphone.

 We will share the queue of raised hands so that 
everyone in the zoom session has an idea of who is up 
next

 If you are on the phone, you can press *9 to raise your 
hand

 If you would have any technical difficulties at any time, 
please reach out to Kate White by email 
at kwhite@somervillema.gov or by phone at 617-366-
7293.

mailto:kwhite@somervillema.gov


Received 
Appeal

"We the undersigned registered voters of the City of Somerville 
hereby petition that the Somerville Traffic Board conduct a public 
hearing regarding the jaywalking laws in Somerville’s Traffic 
Regulation (April 2022).

We support omitting the following bolded text from Somerville’s 
Traffic Regulation Article Xll Section 2.1 (the underlined text provides 
the relevant framing): “whenever there is an officer directing traffic, 
a traffic control signal or a marked crosswalk within three hundred 
(300) feet of a pedestrian, no such pedestrian shall cross a way or 
roadway except within the limits of the marked crosswalk and as 
hereinafter provided in these regulations.” Under this law, 
pedestrians could be required to walk 598 feet, or a more than one 
tenth of mile, just to get to the other side of the street.

In repealing this language, we support having road crossing 
regulations restricted to the other regulations that already exist. 
These require adherence to signals at signalized intersections, and 
safe behaviors, particularly Section 12-4(a): “No pedestrian shall 
suddenly leave a sidewalk or safety island and walk or run into the 
path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to 
yield the right of way. Pedestrians should have the right to cross the 
street when this need is safely met."



Recess  The board is now in recess. The hearing will 
reconvene shortly.
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