
To: Somerville Redevelopment Authority 

 

From: Catherine Lester Salchert, Acting Special Counsel 

 

CC: Rachel Nadkarni, Interim Director of Economic Development 
Thomas F. Galligani, Jr., Interim Executive Director of OSPCD 
 

RE 90 Washington Street MOU for Fence Installation and Temporary Uses 

 
Date: 

 
November 14, 2022 
 

Attached please find a draft Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between the SRA and the 

City of Somerville. The MOU will govern the City’s use of the property going forward. As drafted, 

it includes the installation of the fence and the opening of a portion of the parcel for Civic Space 

and Passive Recreation as approved by the vote of the SRA at the October 19, 2022 meeting. 

In addition, it includes other uses by the City that were discussed by the SRA but tabled for a 

vote pending additional information.  

Here are some key points for review: 

Fence installation: As discussed, the new fence location will separate and shield the storage 

uses of the property from the Civic Space and the Passive Recreation Area. There are 

approximately (5) five hazardous trees located inside the current fence that need to be removed 

as they would be within the Civic Space and Passive Recreation Area. The removal is also 

necessary to install the fence at the new location. (See paragraph 2 (e) of the MOU).  

Municipal Storage and Operations: The City’s contemplated Storage and Operational 

uses are outlined in paragraphs 2 (c) and (d), respectively. These uses are also 

governed by paragraph 7 described below. 

Obligation to Keep Property in Good Order: The responsibilities of the City are outlined 

in paragraph 7. The obligations currently include removing snow from the sidewalks, 

and maintaining the Civic Space and Passive Recreation Area to the same standards of 

City parks. In addition, paragraph 9 includes a designated contact in DPW for both 

internal staff using the site and for members of the public who have any concerns about 

the City’s use of the site. 

The SRA may suggest additional controls for the City’s use of the property as it deems 

appropriate in order to address any concerns regarding the use of the property. Please 

feel free to contact me with any questions. 
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DRAFT 11-14-22 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is entered into as of this 
_____ day of November, 2022 by and between the SOMERVILLE REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, a redevelopment authority organized and existing pursuant to M.G.L. c. 121B 
with usual offices at 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 (the “SRA”, unless 
otherwise noted), and the CITY OF SOMERVILLE, a municipal corporation with usual offices 
at 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 (the “City”).  
    

WHEREAS, the SRA is the owner of a parcel of land know as 90 Washington Street 
(“the Property”); and   

 
WHEREAS, a fence was installed on the Property after acquisition and the fence is 

unattractive and in need of replacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SRA wishes to make the Property available to the City for such 

temporary uses as described below and as shown on the attached Temporary Use Plan 
(“Temporary Use Plan”);   

 
WHEREAS, the SRA and the City of Somerville intend to enter upon this agreement for 

one year until November 16, 2023.   
 
 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of one dollar and other valuable consideration, the 
receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the SRA and City hereby agree as 
follows:  
 
1) Fence Installation:  The SRA hereby grants permission to the City to install a new 

construction fence at the locations shown in the Temporary Use Plan as more particularly 
described in paragraph 2 below. The fence will have opaque scrim panels as depicted in the 
photographs attached to the Temporary Use Plan. The new construction fence will also be 
draped with banners depicting art from Somerville Public Schools, curated with the 
assistance of the Somerville Arts Council.  The new construction fence will also separate the 
Civic Space and Passive Recreation Area (described in paragraph 2) below from the storage 
uses on the property. 
 

2) Temporary Use Plan:  The SRA approves the use of the Property as follows and 
acknowledges that such uses will also be separated from adjacent uses by the fencing:   

 
a) Civic Space – At the corner adjacent to the intersection of Washington & New 

Washington Streets, the Economic Development Division will engage consultants to 
program public events, celebrations, art performances and exhibits on approximately 
5,000 sf. of land.  
 



 

 

b) Passive Recreation – Along the perimeter by New Washington Street, existing lawn and 
landscaping areas will be opened for passive public recreation.  

 
c) Municipal Storage – The northern portion of the fenced area will be used for temporary 

storage of materials from 10 Poplar Street and DPW and will be accessed by the existing 
curb cut on Washington Street. The Somerville Office of Food Access and Healthy 
Communities will also have access to the site for storage and use of their refrigerator. 

 
d) Municipal Operations - The southern part of the fenced area will be used by DPW for 

storage of snow removed from City property and for snow removed from the Spring Hill 
sewer separation project by a private contractor in order to allow the work to proceed 
during the winter. DPW may also store vehicles and material from municipal purposes 
within the fenced area. Municipal operations will be accessed by the existing curb cut on 
New Washington Street. 
 

e) Hazardous Tree Removal - Any trees that have been determined to be diseased and that 
will be outside the location of the new fence will be removed prior to installation of the 
fence to ensure the safety of members of the public using the Civic Space and the Passive 
Recreation Area. At present, there approximately (5) trees designated for removal. 
 

3) Condition of the Property. The City will use the Property “as is” and agrees to assume all 
expenses in connection with its use of the Property. 

 
4) License Fee.   There shall be no fee for the use of the Property and the City shall be 

responsible for any costs incurred in connection with the use of the Property. 
 
5) Insurance.  The City shall ensure that the contract for installation of the fence shall name 

both the City and the SRA as additional insureds on any insurance required by the contract 
for installation. The City shall also ensure that users of the Civic Space obtain any required 
permits and/or insurance, as applicable. 

 
6) Compliance with the Law.   The City shall, at its sole expense, comply with all laws, rules, 

orders and regulations of federal, state, and municipal authorities arising out of the use or 
occupancy of the Property and ensure that any third party with access to the site be informed 
of all rules for the use of the site. 

 
7) Obligation to Keep Property in Good Order.   The City shall ensure that its use of the 

Property does not result in odors, noise, exhaust, or accumulations of trash or garbage, 
vermin, pests, or other nuisance, and the City shall be responsible for removing all trash or 
garbage or other debris dumped at the Property by itself or by third parties. The City shall 
remove snow from the sidewalks adjacent to the property and sweep sidewalks as necessary. 
The City shall maintain the Civic Space and Passive Recreation Areas in a manner consistent 
with similar City-owned parks. The City shall keep the property secured by locking gates and 
repairing any damage to fences or gates. The City shall empty trash and recycling barrels 
regularly. 
 



 

 

 
8) Notices.   Notice required to be given to the SRA may be sent to sra@somervillema.gov  with 

a copy to David Shapiro, Acting City Solicitor, at the City Law Department, as the address 
above or by email to dshapiro@somervillema.gov. Notice required to be given to the City 
may be sent to Eric Weisman, Department of Public Works, eweisman@somervillema.gov  
with a copy to David Shapiro, Acting City Solicitor at the address above or by email to 
dshapiro@somervillema.gov.  

 
9) Designated DPW Contact Person.  The DPW contact person for users of the site and for 

members of the public with concern about the use of the site is Eric Weisman as 
eweisman@somervillema.gov. 

 
10) Term of Agreement. This agreement shall commence on November 16, 2022 and terminate 

on November 16, 2023 unless otherwise agreed by the parties.  
 
11) Amendment.  This MOA may only be amended by mutual agreement of the parties in writing 

signed by both parties. 

 

Executed as a sealed instrument as of the _____ day of November, 2022. 
 
 

SOMERVILLE REDEVELOPMENT  CITY OF SOMERVILLE 
AUTHORITY 
 
 

By:       By: __________________________ 
    Phil Ercolini       Katjana Ballantyne 
Its: Chair      Its: Mayor 
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