
Somerville Commission on Energy Use and Climate Change 
 

Meeting Minutes 
June 14, 2022 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Commissioners Attending: Christine Blais (ex-officio), Larry Yu (chair), Ramón Bueno, Eri Furusawa, Liz 

Galloway, Eliza Johnston, Aladdine Joroff, Julie Wood 

Attendees: George Barker, Northeastern student working for the City; Daniel Wong, Grace Hall, Caroline 

Thompson 

7:06 Introductions 

7:21 City Updates 

George Barker presented regarding his work on the progress report for the City’s Climate Forward Plan, 

including walking through some of the highlights from the report, e.g., the City’s reduced use of various 

fuel sources as part of its “leading by example” work. There was broad input from across City 

departments to prepare the progress report. The 14-page report is finalized and will be distributed once 

uploaded on the City website. There are also 2-page summaries in 5 languages. Discussion included the 

value of comparing progress versus Somerville’s 2030 and 2050 goals as well as year to year and 

whether there are any lessons to be learned from difficulties or gap in relevant data collection. 

7:52 Review of Minutes 

Reviewed the minutes from May 2022. Commissioner Bueno moved to approved at 7:53 PM, seconded 

by Commissioner Galloway at 7:53 PM. Commissioners Furusawa, Wood, and Johnston OBSTAINED. 

Approved UNANIMOUSLY AT 7:54 PM.  

7:54 Committee’s Role for 2022-2023 Fiscal Year 

Commissioner Johnston provided an overview of the Committee’s work in the past, noting that the role 

has changed over time as the City has staffed the Sustainability Office, e.g., less advising in the last few 

years. Examples of prior work include: 

• Involvement in original ESCO and decision to become a green community, including impact of 

Building Code’s stretch code; 

• Reviewing requests for proposals and assisting in selection process; 

• Technical work on/review of material; 

• Facilitate community meetings and liaise with other groups in Somerville doing advocacy work; 

• Provide guidance and support to the Mayor, including annual meetings to hear Mayor’s key 

objectives and provide expertize on relevant topics; and 

• Work closely with council members on the Open Space, Energy and Environment Committee on 

issues they identified as of interest, e.g. composting or mattress recycling.  

Director Blais led a brainstorming exercise to identify areas of interest and opportunities for 

engagement and invited all attendees to the FORWARD Bill event on Wednesday. 



8:41 The next meeting will be July 12. Meeting adjourned.  


