
HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT 

This HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT (this "Agreement") is made as of the ~ / ~ /' 
day of Ai-I.:J <:4.oS -.,t- , 20 ;" ~ (the "Effective Date") by and between the CITY OF 
SOMERVILLE (hereinafter refened to as the "City"), a municipal corporation existing within 
the COlmnonwealth of Massachusetts with an address of 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, 
Massachusetts 02143, and Botanica LLC (hereinafter 
refened to as the "Company") a corporation with a principal place of business located at 
J / "'05 c?~.:s Ai/e}_hle I s::'>'i/c-cl/£/k, j)}rJ c:x:v /¥ </ , and operating a "Malijuana 
Establishment" within the City of Somerville at 620 Broadway . The City and 
the Company shall be collectively known herein as the "Parties". 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2016, the voters of the COlmnonwealth approved legislation 
regulating COlmnerce in malijuana, malijuana accessories, and marijuana products and for the 
taxation of proceeds from sales of such products. It also authorized cities and towns to adopt 
reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and mam1er of operating marijuana businesses; and, 

WHEREAS, in order for a malijuana establislunent to be licensed by the Massachusetts 
CalU1abis Control COlmnission (the "CCC"), the establishment must execute a Host Community 
Agreement (an "HCA") with the municipality in which it intends to be located; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor created a Marijuana Advisory Committee, that created an 
application and review process for marijuana establismnents interested in opening in Somerville; 
and, 

WHEREAS, after extensive review by the Mayor's Marijuana Advisory Committee, the 
Company was awarded a Host COlmnunity Agreement by the City; and, 

WHEREAS, the Company desires to mitigate any actual or potential adverse cOlmnunity 
impacts and to improve the security and health of the people of Somerville; and, 

WHEREAS, it is the intention of the parties that each be bound by the provisions of this 
Agreement and that this Agreement be fully enforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction in 
accordance with its terms, 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Company and the City agree as follows: 

1. Community Impact Fee. The City anticipates that, as a result of the Company's operation 
as a Marijuana Establismnent or Medical Marijuana Treatment Center, it will incur 
additional expenses and impacts upon its road system, law enforcement, fire protection 
services, inspectional services, pennitting services, adTilinistrative services, and public 
health services, in addition to potential additional unforeseen impacts upon the City, which 
shall be reasonably related to the costs imposed upon the City by the operation of the 
Company' s Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Treatment Center. 
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The City shall not attempt to collect C0111tl1unlty Impact Fees relating to the Company's 
operations occurrirtgprior to the date the Company is granted a Final License by the cec. 

The City agrees notto collect a Community Impact Fee.f,roin the Company during the first 
12 months followfug the openIng of the Marijuana Establisbl11eflt. Atthe option Qfth~ City, 
if during any year of operation, the Marijuana Establishment results in unforeseen costs to 
the City,the City shall .document these costs .anduoJify .the Company in wtitingn() later 
than 1 month following the annual renewal ,of the 'fmallicense. In -no event shall the 'total 
COl111D.unityIthpact Fee 'exceedthtee perocntof the Company's gross sales at the 
Marijuana EstablisInneJit, 

Any Cotutnunity lmpactFee ,slfallen.cOll1p.i;lS$ -aHl'!{i.yments, ,ao,q 6bHgatjous..between the;, 
City and the Company,; "eXcept that the City:may collect GenetallyOccUrrtl1g Fees from the 
Coinpany. 'Gertetrtlly OccUtring:Pees/asdefi'n:ed 'by 935 CMR.500.1SQ(2)(¢)(S); ate fees 
:cllstQm:~Uy,imposed by the City on uQTh".cantiabis businesses;operatingwithirt ,itsconf111es, 
and shall uQfbeG(msidereo c.otittnunity Jmp~~tFee~. Th9CQrnffiunity JirtpactP.ee ~hall :not 
111.cludean¥ad,dftiounl vaYJ;len.ts.Qro(Yllij~dvXl.s" inQ!-uc1i~g Pllt iU;Qt litnited t(),,111Plle~ry 
paY111ent$,tll·tlcind contttbut1ons;.and :clta.ntable contributIOns hytheC(}U1pan,y to the 91ty 
'or any other o~ganiz.atiQn. Nothittgin this rS¢otionshall :pteclude the Com,pany from 
voluntarily 1?r6vidi:ti~otganizatioi1s withmortefaty' ;payo'lettts, in..:kindcontt'ihutfol1s"and 
QhMitabl~ CQl1ttibutiQusa,ft;erthe~xecutionQrthisi\greement;ptovided,however, thatno 
temtS oftMs Agreementshal1 oeJl1tei'pretedto include apromise to make a':futute.m6netaty 
pa,yment,in;1dndcpntributlQu,- or ,¢h~riiableQon:tfjln(tJQll. 

The City m-ay ¢hoosetQ not assess or collect :impact 'f.e~& iua pa.r.tlcular y~ar" AnyslJch 
ele.ction. shall :tlotQperatea,sa. waiver Qf the City's rigntSund<.'l;l' thisl\greement tocoJlepta 
C6ill1iitinit;y I.tn-pactFee 'insdbseq!tenf yeats. 

XheGitysliall n()t~ssess :a CQmmunityImpact Fee after the eighth year .ofthe date ·ofthe· 
Comp.anyi s final CCC 1Jcensure-.· . . . 

2. Payment Schedyie.MY undisput¢d Commumty fulpa¢tFe&ls. dueu:ud~r :pal'a:gt;~ph l pftlifs 
Agreeme.nt shal1bedu~ no latel'Ulan the.tn~xt6c.:QU1:J;en:c.e of the. 80th daY:O.£,lullo or within 
90 daysotthe CCC~s· Commu11ity'lmpao'tFee certifioation, whichever;is 1ater. 

taiting of,ltmployees.When 'hlrlng.workers fo:r available :positionsat the Mariju'ana 
Bstablishment, theOompany shall use. best efforts to hire workers for thos.epositiQusas 
follows: 'first,qualifled City of S(m;1e.rvill~.residel1ts 'ofJ3laQk~ AfHcanAmeric~n~()r 'LatinQ 
descent, or who are veterans, or both; and then, at least 30% of staff to fall underauy Qf 
the' following categories~ 

a) S6metville residents who l1te Black or of' African Atnetican ,descent 
b) Somerville :residents of Latino descent 
c) SomerVi11eresidents who' are veterans 
d)fudividuals forma:11y incal'cel'ated fotmarUuana. :offenses 

If workers caooot be6btained insufficient numbers, positions may be open to other 
qualified wot'kers, with a preference. for Somerville residents. In furtherance of this 
commitment the Company shall work in concert with local workforce organizations and 
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programs~ irtcludih~but not limited to the Economic Development Division of the City's 
Office of Strategic Planning and Cqm.muiiity Development (OSPCD); lnan effort to inform 
the connnutllty tuld to help identify Somerville residents who have or Qanacquire the 
appropriate training; $klll~; and work ¢xperience t<> work for the Company. Job 
advertisements must be published in, at amWmum, :Eng1ish,$pani~h~Pol;tuguese, and 
Haitian Cte6Ie, The City encourages, th~ Company to pay all employee,s a living wage that 
'is~mfJi(llentto provide the .nec~ssities·~d comfQrts e~sel1,ti:al to an acceptable standard of 
1

j 

• 
Ivmg. 

4. Iteal Estate 'Taxes. At all times during the Term of this Agreement~. the real est&te taxes 
for the properly at which 'the Mnrijuana Establishment is Qperated will he paid either 
directly by theCQmpattyor by its landlQrd,and the Company wUl not seek tlnon-profit 
exemption:fi:()ln paying such taxes. 

5~Lbcat1ort of OperatiQns. The Parties acknowledge ruidagree that the looation. of the 
()perations IS ,ah essential eIeDiefit of the agreemeitt set forth herefti.Chartge6f location 
shall not be pel'.mlttedab$ente~pl'ess wtlttenappl'Qv~lb.y the City inits!?ole :disor~tion, 

(5, ~bfMarHu~a 'Establishment. ThePatii.es.aoktlQwledge and :agree that trus . .Agreement 
is li'mited fo the pU1llose of ;authorizing the, CQitl,pany to operate its Marijuana 
Establishment, the :specIfio tYpe of which lis 'an essel1tialelementoftheagtemrtent set forth 
herem. Ghangeof MtabIlshtitent . type from .·(sele.c!,.~)fteot mote iood .. strike the. feSt! 
Jv:taiijY:anaRew.ler, as defined by 935 dl\i11t 50(jJJ~Q~;:f9!~ny 'OlherestabHshment :type shall 

"b • , d b t i'" ~~.:j\~.!! h C'nr d' i'" '1 d' ,. not e peMJ,t1;e. a.sen e~p'te$$ Wt:ttenapprQyal PJ t e .l+.i~ 'aU. J11t$ .SQ, e: Jscl'ebon, 

7. AdverlisIDg~The Company tflakesa COt11h1iMent torolluwthe eGG Regtllatiojjs~ 
9:3'5 CMR500,105(4)~Withtespect to advertising i:('5qwtemeiltsatid 'willefisUte that 
warning lal1glJag~ :is!<;la~~nably conspicw:rQs to thQs~,thlilt ~Q.c'h; ,ady~rtisemeJ1t is targewd 
tovv~d~ . 

8. Terms ·an4T~rmifiation. The Termdfthis: Agreement shall CPUltllellCe on the datethatthe 
·c·, , . " "'S'" "e·)1·!· l' fie '15th" S·· , . "11 'Ltc ' i .. ". '0' .• , :t' ,t·· .. · t th' .. , .. QWP@Y t *ss,JJ".,a ~c.es. .Y, .eotnervle, '. ,ensmg vOltlmSS1Ql:10 Qp.er.ae "~ 

MatijaanaEstal1lislimel1tin SOifiervillean:dshall'foIDam'in effect Mtil ,one oithe tol1()win~ 
OC¢yr~: 

f;l.)l1;1e·QOO Qr$ometvlUeLiceusil,1gCommrssionrev6kes-the CompanY's.'lioense,thereby 
req~ltillgihe C011,lpanyfo.ceaseoperationof:theMatijuanaEstab1ishmeflJ2 except that 
the Oity ~hal1l1Qt disoo:ntinue relatiol1swiththe Companyinbad :faith and shalI provide 
the Company with. wrItten notice of the City's intention to :discO'l1tinue reiatiol1S with 
teasonaJjleadvanced,noti~e; :01,'1 

b.) the Company 'tei'i1:1itl:ates fhis Agtee:tnelltupoh the cessation of all busi1iessand 
opetatiorisai'the Marijuana Esttiblishmentrutd 'Within the. City of Somerville fora 
period of great ex than6Q days without substantia-laction toreopen~ orrelo.cates such 
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operations outside of the City, and the Company shall make best efforts to provide 
notice to the City no less than 90 days prior to cessation or relocation of operations; or, 

c.) the Company sells the business or introduces new investors into their corporate 
structure; or, 

d.) the Company changes to a non-profit organization or otherwise changes its corporate 
structure; or, 

e.) on December 31, 2011, at which time the provisions of section 10 below shall be in 
effect. 

However, terminations pursuant to section 8.c.) and 8.d.) shall not occur where a 
corporation (whether stocks are traded publicly or privately) introduces new investors or 
otherwise makes changes in their corporate structure that do not result in the provisions of 
935 CMR 500.104(1)(b) being triggered. 

9. Renegotiation. This Agreement may be renegotiated at any time by mutual agreement of 
the Parties. In the event the Parties reopen negotiations under this section and are unable 
to successfully negotiate an amendment, the status quo shall be maintained under the 
existing Agreement until such time that any successful amendment is executed, or the 
Agreement terminates pursuant to section 8. 

10. Continuation Beyond Terms. At the conclusion of the term of this Agreement, the parties 
may renegotiate a new Host Community Agreement in accordance with the current 
prevailing regulations and laws as such regulations and laws may be amended or replaced. 
In the event Company no longer does business in the City or fails to obtain, or otherwise 
maintain (including suspension, revocation, or forfeiture of) any licensees) as may be 
required by the City, CCC, or any regulatory body, to operate the Marijuana Establishment 
pursuant in section 6 of this Agreement, this Agreement shall become null and void. To 
the extent there is a change in federal, state, and/or local law, statute, ordinance, or 
regulation applicable to this Agreement, the Parties agree to evaluate its terms in 
accordance with said regulations and to amend this Agreement as may be required by the 
same. 

11. Assignment. This Agreement may not be transferred by the Company to a new Licensee 
at the same location and may not be transferred to a Marijuana Establishment at a different 
location. A transfer of ownership of a Marijuana Establishment requires the signing of a 
new Host Community Agreement and a new license from the Somerville Licensing 
Commission. 

12. Notice. Any notice hereunder shall be in writing and shall be deemed duly given if mailed 
by certified or registered mail, postage and registration charges prepaid, to the addresses 
set forth below: . 

The City: Somerville City Hall 
93 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02143 
Attention: Office of Strategic Planning and Community 
Development (OSPCD) 
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and to: 

Company: 

Somerville City Hall 
93 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02143 
Attention: City Solicitor 

Name: ,L3oIAV ;" (' A 

Address: ,..J/ R0,3 C,.;!.S 

City: ..5 Orne .IC?,h' //e 

Attention: -Lle tV " 5 £" 

LLC 

r7Je.vu e 
, State:/.)1fi , Zip: ca 1'/ y' 
C) i.j).:. ).)Oc/r7 ;J 

13. Entire agreement. This agreement supersedes any and all other agreements, either oral or 
in writing, between the Patiies hereto with respect to the subject matter of the Agreement. 
This Agreement may not be changed verbally and may only be amended by an agreement 
in writing signed by both Parties. 

14. No Rights in Third Parties. This Agreement is not intended to, nor shall it be construed to, 
create any lights in third patiies. 

15. Severability. If any portion of this Agreement shall be held by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be contrary to law, that provision will be enforced to the maximum extent 
permissible and the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect, unless one 
or both Patiies would be substantially or materially prejudiced. 

16. Dispute Resolution. If a dispute arises concerning the performance of either party 
hereunder, prior to resorting to court, the Parties first shall provide notice to the other and 
shall meet and work in good faith either directly or with the assistance of a mutually agreed 
third party to attempt to resolve their dispute in a prompt manner. If the dispute has not 
been resolved as aforesaid within ninety (90) days of its inception, either party shall be free 
to seek a judicial remedy. 

17. Governing Law and Exclusive Venue. The Parties agree that this Agreement shall be 
governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and that a cOUli of competent jurisdiction in Middlesex County shall be the 
exclusive venue for any legal proceedings that may arise from this Agreement. 

18. Successors. This Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the 
Parties, their respective heirs, executors, and administrators and assigns. 

19. Counterparts. This Agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts all of which 
taken together, shall constitute one and the same instrument, and any patiy hereto may 
execute this Agreement by signing one or more counterparts. 

20. Signatures. Facsimile or electronic signatures affixed to this Agreement shall have the same 
weight and authority as an original signature. 

21. Modification or Amendments. This Agreement may only be modified or amended by a 
written document duly executed by the Parties hereto. No modification or waiver of any 
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provision of this Agreement shall be valid unless duly authorized as an amendment hereof 
and duly executed by the City and the Company. 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Company and the City have executed this Agreement under 
seal as of the day and year first above written. 

CITY: 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE 

By: r 

Approved as to fonn: 

By: 

Company: '30 to, ..... r"CUl , ut-
I 

By: ~ N&,,:b<-----
Name: ~<,,=i is:¢=- (9' 00r4oV,fi.r...! 

Title: .MJrN'7;£JL/15c>t2,../ /~ LL C. 
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.. ' 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS Middlesex, ss. 

On this cJl. u day of N ~ , 20.3}, before me personally appeared the above­
named Katjana Ballantyne, as Mayor of the City of Somerville, who proved to me through 
satisfactory evidence of identification, which was ~ ~ , to be 
the person whose name is signed on the preceding instrument, and cknowledged to me that such 
person signed said instrument voluntarily for its stated purpose as hislher free act and deed in such 
capacity. ' 

tL-~ 
Notary Public: 
My commission expires: 

STATE/COMMONWEALTH OF ,//l/?.5".s /7 C A i../ e #S 

COUNTY OF: ;/l})' c/c/ k 0' e X 

On tIns ell day of /1(,,1 r tI.:5 --,L ,20d Y, before me personally appeared the above­
named -LJ e"u/-5 c 0 ';;o-<-)Oi/~.-1J , the ,(7) . Q.;< .. h9, 'l<:""'re of 
-./?c;) -;/-~AJ / - C .A- , / c::. C , a /, >:72/ /ec/ ~/ __ ~,6, ' /" -Iy C ''l , who proved to me 
through satisfactory I evidence of identification, which was ~€"IS'oA/ . .." /(.v A%Jo~u U 

to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding instrument, and acknowledged to me that 
such person signed said instrument as the .,,-:;/7 ,-7 ,;tJ , -1 J P "'~ of 
vi <:>-/-/1 U / CA L L C and voluntarily for its stated purpose as lnslher free act and 

deed. 

,//.~ 01r#~KA 
Notary Public: ~-4--LI It-? ,,')J, z.. Qd /- -}/() ( 
My commission expires: /11.rP?C /] c:::-? d~ dl a c7 )" ® .... ULA M. LEBLAN' 

~~ Notary Public V' Ma5s~c~uSt'tts 
4 My Commlsslon ,Expires 

Mar 28. 2025 
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