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Park Timeline 
 

2003-2005 Discussion about renovating Harris Park 
 

2006-2007 Plans are developed to swap  
 Harris Park for 15- 25 Cross St; property is acquired 
 

2009 SPCD applies for EOEEA PARC grant to acquire 15-25 Cross St. 
 

2011 After testing no reportable conditions of hazardous materials were found, 
City purchases 15-25 Cross St with combination of PARC Grant and City funds 

 

 City awarded PARC grant to construct Chuckie Harris Park at 15-25 Cross St 
 

2013 Chuckie Harris Park opens!  
 

2013 City and Criterion Development Partnership begin partnership  
 to renovate Harris Park 
 

 CDP engages the community 
 

2016 Project is sold to Young Construction 
 
2018 City and Young Construction develop park plans for construction 



Neighboring Parks & 
Connections 



Neighboring Park  
Amenities 

Future 
East Somerville  
Community  School Park 

Glen Park/  
McCarthy Field 
  

Florence Playground 
  

Zero New Washington  
  

Foss Park 

Otis Playground 
  

Edward Leathers  
Community Park 
  

Chuckie Harris Park 

Draw 7 Park 

Perkins Playground 
  

 
Symphony Park  
Green Space 
  

Mystic River Reservation 



Scale Comparisons 
approximate square footage in thousands 



Existing Conditions 



Existing Conditions 



Trees Proposed  
to be Removed 



                   

Trees Proposed  
to be Removed 

INVASIVE - 
NORWAY MAPLES; 
8 & 9 dbh 

INVASIVE - 
NORWAY 
MAPLE; 10 dbh 

INVASIVE -  
TREE OF 
HEAVEN; 26 dbh 

INVASIVE - 
TREE OF 
HEAVEN; 29 dbh 

INVASIVE - 
TREE OF             
HEAVEN; 4 dbh 

INVASIVE / 
HAZARD - 
TREE OF 
HEAVEN; 

12 dbh 

INVASIVE 
STUMPS - TREE 
OF HEAVEN; 10, 

10 & 15 dbh 



Existing – 192 DBH inches    
3 Stumps, 35 DBH inches 
10 Deciduous Trees, 157 DBH inches 
 

Proposed Removals – 133 DBH inches 
3 Stumps, 35 DBH inches 
7 Deciduous Trees, 98 DBH inches 
 
 

New – over 209 (DBH + caliper + height) inches   
3 Existing trees to remain, 59 DBH 
100 Deciduous Trees, 150 caliper inches at install 
55 Coniferous Trees, 5' to 10" height at install 
 

Net Trees 



Park Features 

• Passive Greenspace 
 

• 100+ Trees 
 

• Air Particulate Mitigation  
 roadside vegetation barrier - landform with evergreen trees   
 following the EPA’s recommendations 
 

• Stormwater Mitigation  
 surface drainage to rain garden  and increased permeable surface area 
 

• Multi-modal Pedestrian Connection  
 Cross St E to Mystic Ave - East Somerville to Assembly Square 
 

• Standard Park Amenities  
 variety of seating areas, lighting, drinking fountain, bike racks, signage 



Park Plan 



Park Plan 



Air Particulate Mitigation 



Tree Selection 



Park Signage 



Park Furnishings 



Discussion 

• Dogs? 
 

• Park Name 



Park Schedule 

• End of April – Demolition Begins 
 

• Summer 2019 – Park Construction Commences 
 

• Fall 2019 – Plantings Installed & Park Opens! 



Comments & Questions 
 
Cortney Kirk 
Streetscape and Public Space Planner 
Mayor's Office of Strategic Planning & Community Development 
Somerville City Hall 
93 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02143 
(617) 625-6600 
ckirk@somervillema.gov 
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