
DEVELOPMENT NARRATIVE 
MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR LOT SPLIT AND LOT MERGER 

 
 
Property:  97, 99-99A, 101-103 and 107 Highland Avenue and 136 School Street 
 
Applicant:  Somerville Young Men’s Christian Association 
 
Owners:  Somerville Young Men’s Christian Association  

(97, 99-99A, 101-103 and 107 Highland Avenue) 
 

   Highland Ave Y 101 Properties LLC (136 School Street) 
 
Agent:   Adam Dash, Esq. 
 
Zoning Designation: Mid-Rise 6 (“MR6”) 
   In a ½ Mile Transit Area 
   Not in a Pedestrian Street District 
   In the Affordable Housing Overlay 
 
Summary. 
 
The above-referenced Applicant, Somerville Young Men’s Christian Association (“YMCA”) 
owns the properties located at the following Assessors Map, Lot and Block numbers and 
addresses: 
 

97 Highland Avenue, 50/F/22 
99-99A Highland Avenue, 50/F/23 
101-103 Highland Avenue, 50/F/24 
107 Highland Avenue, 50/F/25 

 
Said properties consist of two buildings and two parking lots, which are used by the YMCA. 
 
The above-referenced Applicant, Highland Ave Y 101 Properties LLC (“101 Y”) owns the 
property located at the following Assessors Map, Lot and Block number and address: 
 

136 School Street, 50/F/20 
 
Said property consists of an apartment building. 
 
Applicant hereby seeks Minor Site Plan Approval for a Lot Merger of the properties into one (1) 
lot, and also for a Lot Split of that one (1) new lot into two (2) new lots as shown on the Land 
Plat filed herewith. 
 



All of the Properties for which this Application is being filed are located in the MR6 zoning 
district, in the Affordable Housing Overlay and the one-half mile Transit Area, but they are not 
in a Pedestrian Street District. 
 
The purpose of this Application is to allow for the redevelopment of the existing YMCA 
facilities, by demolishing the existing three buildings and constructing a new Commercial 
Building for a new YMCA Community Center use on one of the new lots and a new General 
Building for a ground floor commercial use with an all-affordable, residential Institutional 
Housing use on the upper floors under the Affordable Housing Overlay on the other new lot (the 
“Project”). 
 
 
Relief Sought. 
 
Applicant hereby seeks the following relief for the Project: 
 
-Minor Site Plan Approval for a Lot Merger pursuant to SZO Section 10.1.1. 
 
-Minor Site Plan Approval for a Lot Split pursuant to SZO Section 10.1.1. 
 
 
Argument. 
 
As can be seen from the Land Plat filed herewith, the eventual two (2) new lots created by the 
requested Lot Merger and then Lot Split would be dimensionally compliant and would have 
frontage on a Thoroughfare. 
 
Being dimensionally compliant, Applicant believes that the proposed Lot Merger and Lot Split 
fall within the criteria of a Minor Site Plan Approval which can be administratively approved. 
 
Conclusion. 
 
Applicant respectfully requests Minor Site Plan Approval of the Lot Merger of the four (4) lots 
and then Lot Split of the one (1) new lot into two (2) lots as shown on the Land Plat filed 
herewith. 
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