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We propose to remove the entire uncovered portion of the side-facing and rear-facing deck, 
including the staircase leading from the deck down to the walkway leading to the rear yard. 
The area where the uncovered deck is to be removed will be repurposed as landscaped 
area. After the removal of the uncovered deck components, The condition of the remaining 
“covered” portion of the deck will more fully exposed to view (at all heights as shown in a 
cross section), allowing for our structural engineer to view the existing condition of the 
remaining covered section, and to create a report to address how to repair/replace 
components as needed, and to bring that portion of the building up to the current building 
code for its type of construction. So, this first demo phase is, in part, to be considered 
“exploratory demo”. The remaining covered portion of the deck will be protected as needed 
during this exploratory phase with a temporary handrail, and a code compliant temporary 
set of stairs. This will continue (without interruption) to allow the existing rear patio door to 
be the second means of egress for Unit#3 through the completion of the upgrades to 
ensure safety compliance on the property. It is our intent to follow this first exploratory 
phase of the permit work with the structural upgrades (as reported and recommended in 
the Structural Engineer’s forthcoming report) and the repairs and restoration to the existing 
covered deck (as shown on the forthcoming plans and elevations) to be submitted along 
with the structural report.  

We assert that the removal of the uncovered section portion of the deck has no impact on 
the historic preservation of the building, since:  

• It was not part of the original building footprint 
• It has no effect on the use or functioning of any of the current “common” areas of 

the building 
• I can only be see skewed and marginally from any public way 
• Its removal, and the subsequent regrading of the grade under the uncovered deck 

after that deck has been removed, will more closely align (visually) with what 
appears would have likely been the original finish grade of the building after its 
original construction. 

We further state that any new materials used in the subsequent restoration of the covered 
section of the deck and structural upgrades needed (as will be documented by the 
Structural Engineer) and submitted by Just Woodcraft, Inc. (after findings), will be 
consistent with all original materials, both in their intent and their actual selection. The 



“step back rule of thumb” will apply to the elevation and plan view of the restored covered 
porch area. 

Schematic plan view and elevations (2 sides) will be submitted and uploaded as part of this 
application, if requested. 
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