
42 Spring Street, Somerville, MA 02143 

The Pond-Hayden-Carter House is a Greek Revival structure built in 1845. Today, the 
idiosyncratic home is popularly known as the "Pink House" and the "Barbie House," and has 
been featured in publications such as The Boston Globe, Boston Magazine, and USA Today. 

The owner proposes modest exterior changes in conjunction with a broader scope of base-
building repairs. The intent is to execute these changes in a manner that honors the previous 
owner's distinctive aesthetic, allowing the home to maintain a unified appearance. For the 
Commission's review, we are providing two options for each proposed change: (1) the owner's 
preferred option, which seeks to match the existing conditions, and (2) an alternate option, 
should the Commission find the preferred approach unsuitable. 

The proposed changes include the following: 

(1) Basement Entry & Canopy:  

A new entry into the basement from the exterior driveway, including an entry canopy designed to 
reflect the existing dormer on the north elevation of the house. The proposed canopy features a 
standing seam metal roof to match the roofing elsewhere on the structure, along with a gable 
bracket to replicate the one found on the north elevation. The paint colors will also match the 
existing house, predominantly featuring purple, yellow, and pink. The alternate offered is a more 
modest hipped-roof canopy, ideally also painted to match the existing palette. 

(2) Rear Dormer Pediment:  

A new pediment decoration on one of the rear dormers, designed to mirror the ornamentation on 
the north dormer referenced above. Paint colors will match the existing palette. The alternate 
offered is simply horizontal clapboards. 

(3) Driveway:  

A new driveway consisting of granite cobble borders with similar-colored pavers laid in a 
random ashlar pattern in between. The alternate offered here is a brick herringbone pattern. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/05/08/real-estate/inside-this-pink-house-sale-somerville-is-like-gustav-klimt-painting/
https://www.bostonmagazine.com/property/2023/05/11/barbie-house-somerville/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/real-estate/2023/07/07/boston-home-zillow-gone-wild-giving-chef-barbie-dream-home/12220022002/
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