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The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with additional information 
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STEP 1: DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

STAFF REPORT  
  
 
Site: 282-284 McGrath Highway 
 
Case: HP26-000014 
 
Applicant: Law Office of Michael LaRosa LLC - Michael LaRosa 
 
Owner: Walter Tauro, Trustee of Brant Realty Trust  
 
Legal Ad: The Applicant seeks to demolish a building  
                  that was constructed over 75 years ago.  
 
HPC Meeting Date: June 2, 2026 
 
Top: Aerial site view  
Bottom, left: Front elevation 
Bottom, middle: Left elevation 
Bottom, right: Right elevation 
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I. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

 
 
Historical Context:  
 
282-284 McGrath Highway is a one- story commercial-use building located in the Union Square 
neighborhood of southeastern Somerville.  
 
Union Square is recognized as the oldest and largest commercial district in Somerville. Since the early 
19th century have served as a major trade center, as Washington Street, Bow Street, and Somerville 
Avenue (formerly Milk Row) have acted as key trade routes. Since the mid-1800s with the addition of 
passenger carriages and clusters of a variety of light and heavier industries, the square landscape started to 
shift more to a commercial hub. The increase in accessible transportation in Union Square led to more 
mixed use and residential development in the surrounding streets from early 1900s onwards.    
 
The commercial building occupies a parcel that was historically the address 136 Medford Street. 
Although Medford Street was established in the early 1800s, the construction and naming of what is now 
known as McGrath Highway began around 1928, the addition of the bypass infrastructure occurring 
around 1950.  
 
The parcel first appears on the 1895 Bromley map as an undeveloped 3,400 square-foot lot owned by 
Franics Tufts and located next to the address 138 Medford Street. This land was originally owned by 
Nathan Tufts and was passed down to heirs, including Francis Tufts.  
 
The first time a building appears on the parcel is in the 1925 Sanborn Maps. The building is depicted as 
two concrete commercial structures at 132-136 Medford Street and is labeled “store ho[use]”, indicating 
that the buildings were used for the storage of goods. The structures were constructed sometime between 
1895 and 1925, likely around 1910 based on property records.  
  

 
 
 
 
The table below indicates the owners and uses of the parcel of land.  

1895 Bromley Map 1925 Sanborn Map, construction details 
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Owner Years  Use of Parcel 
Nathan Tufts 1874 Undeveloped land 
Francis Tufts 1895 Undeveloped land  
Unknown 1925 Commercial Building- 

Storage House  
Pasquale Reale, Assunta Reale, 
Cosmo Reale  

Unknown-1969 Commercial Building/ 
1941- 1969 Florentine 
Gardens Inc.  

Lucy and Arthur Otolo  
 

1969 – 1990 Lucia’s Restaurant  

Sold at public auction  1991  Steves 282 Restaurant  
Silvino Moreira,  
Zulmira Moreira  

1991-1997 Commercial Building 

Lucy and Arthur Otolo 1997-1998  Commercial Building  
Trust Brant Realty (current owner)  1998 – 2026 Nucleo Sportinguista da 

Area de Boston (closed in 
2019) 

 
Through information found in the “The Backside of America” a local exploration blog, the building had a 
sign indicating that this location was The Florentine Gardens Bldg “Somerville’s First Pizzeria” established 
in 1934 and founded by Raymondo and Rosa Cangiano, Italian Immigrants that settled in Somerville. This 
sign has been removed and is not currently on the building.  
  

   
 

 
 
 
 

At some point prior to 1969, the property was acquired by Pasquale Reale, Assunta Reale, and Cosmo 
Reale, members of an Italian immigrant family. The restaurant Florentine Gardens Inc, and the Reale family 
ownership of the building reflects the broader pattern of Italian immigration and settlement in Somerville 
and Massachusetts during the early and mid-20th century.  
 
 
 

The Boston Globe- December 15, 1941  

The Boston Globe- January 12, 1964  

Sign indicating building commercial origins, no longer on site. 
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In 1969 the building was sold to Lucy and Arthur Otolo and became 
the home of Lucia’s Restaurant. This restaurant operated at 282 
McGrath until approximately 1990. During this period, the property 
was cited multiple times for unpaid taxes, with records of tax liens 
appearing in Registry of Deeds documents as early as 1978. By 1991, 
the restaurant had transitioned to Steve’s 282 Restaurant before the 
property was sold at public auction.  
 
In 1991, the building was purchased by Silvino and Zulmira Moreira, 
immigrants from Portugal. Their ownership reflects the broader influx 
of Portuguese immigration and settlement in Somerville and the 
Greater Boston region during the late 20th century.  
 
From 1997 to 1998, the building was briefly owned by the Otolos 
again but eventually was sold to Trust Brant Realty in 1998 who is 
the current owner.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
From 1998 to 2019, the building became the home to the 
Núcleo Sportinguista da Área de Boston, operated by 
Paulo Bizarria. The club served as an important cultural 
and social gathering space for Portuguese and Brazilian 
communities in Somerville and the surrounding areas. 
This organization would screen Brazilian and Portuguese 
sporting events as well as host musical performances, 
cultural programming, and served Portuguese food. 
Núcleo Sportinguista da Área contributed to the 
preservation and expression of Portuguese speaking 
cultural and immigrant identities in Somerville.  
 
The club closed in approximately 2019 and has been mostly vacant since then. In 2024, a business presented 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a special permit to propose a restaurant in the building, but ultimately 
the project was abandoned.   
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II.    ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  
 
Please see the section immediately below which discusses location, design, materials, and any alterations 
as the same information would be written here, just in longer form. 
 

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey significance. 
A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the values and qualities for 
which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification and evaluation of these 
qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property to convey significance.  

 
Top Left: Front elevation of the building  
- 
Top Right: Right elevation of building 
- 
Bottom Left: Left elevation of the building   
- 
Bottom right: Aerial image of the overall building.  
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1. 282-284 McGrath Hwy 
 

The period of relevance for the house starts c. 1910 

a. Location: This structure is in its original location. The building was constructed on-site 
between 1895 and 1925, likely circa 1910 on what was historically addressed as 132-136 
Medford Street.  

b. Design: The building is a one story commercial building constructed primary of concrete 
with no discernable high-style architectural design, commonly associated with small scale 
commercial and storage buildings of the early 20th century.   

- Front Elevation 

• Flat roof with elevated bordering walls  

• Shingled awning  

• Street level commercial storefront  

• 1 over 1 sash windows; main entrance alcove with storefront steel door.  

• Concrete façade materials  

- Right elevation 

• Plain side white painting   

• Concrete façade materials  

• No windows  

- Left elevation 

• Plain side white painting   

• Concrete façade materials  

• No windows, an opening that may be an entrance/exit  

- Rear elevation 

• Enclosure of the separate commercial spaces between 1910 and 1941.  

c. Materials:   
 
- Foundation: Likely concrete or brick foundation  
- Structural System: Concrete commercial construction as identified on the 1925 

Sanborn Map 
- Exterior Walls: Concrete and paint 
- Exterior Awning: Shingled  
- Entry Doors: Modern commercial replacement doors, likely aluminum  
- Windows: Modern replaced windows with glass storefront elements  
- Trim: Painted concrete or brick  
- Roof: Rubber roof with bordering walls  

 
d. Alterations: The building appears to have undergone multiple alterations associated with 

changing commercial tenants. Alterations likely include replacement storefront systems, 
replacement windows and doors, updated roofing materials, enclosure between the two 
separated original commercial concrete buildings, and other modifications for restaurant 
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and club uses. Despite these changes, the building retains its original one-story massing 
and general commercial form.  

 
e. Evaluation of Integrity of 282-284 McGrath: Based on the observations of the building 

and a study of the historic maps, it is Staff’s position that the building retains sufficient 
integrity to convey its commercial character. The building has been altered, but retains its 
original location, massing, scale, and commercial form.  

 

III. FINDINGS 
For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (i) importantly 
associated with people, events, or history and/or (ii) historically or architecturally significant. The 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) must make these findings. The portions of the Demolition 
Review Ordinance (DRO) related to these findings are included below: 
 
A. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  
 

Importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad 
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the City or the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts.  

 
Commercial Structure  

1. The HPC must make a finding as to whether or not the Building at 282 McGrath 
Highway meets any of the criteria stated above.  
 

2. The HPC must specifically state why the Building at 282 McGrath Highway does or does 
not meet the threshold for historic significance under finding “a".  

 
 
B. HISTORICAL & ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  
 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or 
builder of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings or 
structures, and therefore it is in the public interest to be preserved or rehabilitated rather than 
to be demolished.  
 
Commercial Structure  
 

1. The HPC must make a finding as to whether or not the Building at 282 McGrath 
Highway meets any of the criteria stated above. 

 
2. The HPC must specifically state why the Building at 282 McGrath Highway does or does 
not meet the threshold for historic significance under finding “b".  

 
If the HPC makes the above finding, the HPC must state their reasons why they take this position. 

 

IV. VOTE 
1. When bringing the matter to a vote, the HPC must include the reasons why the 
     Building at 282-284 McGrath Highway is or is not “historically significant”. 


