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Working to amplify AAPI voices
through implementing culturally

inclusive and comprehensive lessons
into pre-existing curricula at

Somerville High School.

INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND

Leading a community-action project as a
member of the AAPI Commission’s Youth
Council

Felt invisible at times, especially with
SHS having only ~5% Asian population
Desire to address gaps within the
current school curriculum 

Original idea ⟶ Crafting a proposal to
establish an Asian American
History/Experiences course

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 



STEPS TO SUCESSS
UNDERSTANDING HOW TO INTEGRATE INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM

CONNECTED WITH BOTH THE SOMERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
AND THE CAMBRIDGE RINDGE AND LATIN SCHOOL
HISTORY DEPARTMENT

ATTENDED AN ONLINE WORKSHOP FROM THE YURI
EDUCATION PROJECT, BEYOND MARGINS: AAPI HISTORY
101

MET WITH MS. JENNY CHUNG, TEACHER OF THE ASIAN
AMERICAN EXPERIENCES HONORS COURSE AT CRLS

COLLABORATIONS

MEETINGS

WORKSHOPS

-Learning practical ways to integrate AAPI history into schools using YURI’s
TRACE method ( Professional learning, advising, and curriculum development)

-Priority areas determined: Model Minority Myth background, Beginning of
birthright citizenship with United States v. Wong Kim Ark



Worked closely with SHS’s 10  Grade History
Department

th

Recognized that all high school students must
take U.S. History Themes

Determined key units where AAPI-focused lessons
could be integrated

Unit 4: Immigration & Unit 7: Civil Rights
Movement

Utilized online resources
Immigrant History Initiative
AAPI History Hub
South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA)

OUTCOMES LESSON CREATION & INCORPORATION

Simple additions can also be
made! For instance, adding
the Third World Liberation
Strikes & the Yellow Power
Movement as case studies



EXAMPLE LESSONS
 ASIAN AMERICANS & BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP

Examining how South Asians influenced
non-violent tactics, along with how the

Asian American movement stemmed from
the Black Power movement

CROSS-RACIAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENTS

Exploring key cases (United States v. Wong
Kim Ark & United States v. Bhagat Singh
Thind) and how they directly influenced

modern birthright citizenship



NEXT STEPS

CREATING MORE AAPI-FOCUSED LESSONS EXPANDING REACH
Currently working on lessons surrounding the
Dot Busters Gang in New Jersey and the novel
Made in Asian America: A History for Young
People

BROADENING IMPACT AND REACH

In the future, I hope to expand to more classes
(other history courses and/or English courses) to
reach a larger population of students and utilize
an interdisciplinary approach 

ELECTIVE PROPOSAL
Striving to continue working with the SHS
History Department to spearhead the creation of
a proposal for an Asian American History and/or
Experiences Elective



REFLECTION
Felt extremely passionate about taking
on this initiative 
Deeply grateful for all the support from
the SHS History Department 

Special thank you to all our amazing
history teachers!

Ran into initial challenges with time
management and the scope of the
project, but was able to persevere 
Excited to continue advocating for and
amplfiying AAPI vocies in our
curriculum 

Meeting with Ms. Chung!

Asian American 
History 101

AND GRATITUDE!



THANK YOU SO MUCH!

ANY QUESTIONS?
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