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The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with a professional assessment of alteration 

proposals made for Local Historic District (LHD) properties. These assessments are based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) 

in compliance with M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and the associated Design Guidelines. A Staff Report is not a determination/decision and 

does not represent findings. A staff report does not constitute authorization in any form.
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will be installed 
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

Subject Property: The subject is the c.1898 Martin W. Carr School, a three-story, hip-roofed brick 
building in the Renaissance and Colonial Revival architectural style. The proposed patios and 
retaining wall are intended to be located in the front yard, as demonstrated in the provided proposed 
landscaping plan.  

 
A full description of the property is provided in the attached Form B survey held by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). 

Proposal: The Applicant proposes the following: 
 

• Instillation of two 10’ x 14’ patios in the front yard, replacing the patio pictured in the 
existing conditions photo. The patios will be made of Thermal Bluestone Pavers. The 
material specifications are attached.   

• Installation of a retaining wall in the front yard. The wall will be made of North Mountain 
Granite Wallstone. The material specifications are attached.   

 

 
Above: The proposed landscaping plan 
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Above: an example of Thermal Bluestone Pavers, which are proposed for the patios 

 
 

 
Above: an example of North Mountain Granite Wallstone, which is proposed for the retaining wall 

 

II.  FINDINGS 
The HPC must make findings based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) in compliance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and associated Design Guidelines. Applicable regulations are discussed below. 

 
A. Removal of the rear chimney 
The applicable Somerville LHD Design Guideline is H. “Landscape Features and Paving”. 
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Preservation Planning Assessment: 
The proposed alterations would enhance the appearance of the site. The materials proposed are 
appropriate for the site and compliment the existing structure nicely. The relevant portions of 
the Design Guidelines address the treatment of gutters and downspouts is Section II, H. 
Landscape Features and Paving, items 1 - 4: 

 
Section II, H. Landscape Features and Paving, items 1 - 4 read as follows: 

 
1. The general intent of this section is to preserve the existing or later essential landscape features that 

enhance the property.  
 

2.  It is recognized that often the environment surrounding the property has a character, scale and street 
pattern quite different from that existing when the building was constructed. Thus, changes must frequently 
be made to accommodate the new condition, and the landscape treatment can be seen as a transition 
feature between the structure and its newer surroundings.  

 
3. The existing landforms of the site should not be altered unless shown to be necessary for maintenance of 

the structure or site. Additional landforms will only be considered if they will not obscure the exterior of 
the structure. 

 
4. The original layout and materials of the walks, steps and paved areas should be maintained if significant 

grade changes constitute an important feature of the structure or site. Consideration will be given to 
alterations if it can be shown that improved site circulation is necessary and that the alterations will 
accomplish this without altering the integrity of the structure. 

 
The Applicant is proposing to install two 10’ x 14’ patios and a retaining wall in the front yard. The proposed 
patios will be made of Thermal Bluestone Pavers. The proposed retaining wall will be made of North 
Mountain Granite Wallstone. The material specifications are attached Material specification sheets are 
attached at the end of this memo with more details. 
 
No original materials or structures on the site are being replaced. The existing patio shown in the existing 
conditions photo is not original to the structure. The patios and retaining wall are meant to enhance the 
aesthetics of the site. The proposed materials of the additions will blend in nicely with the existing site.   
 
The addition of the patios and retaining wall will alter the view of the site from Atherton Street. However, 
they are not replacing any original features of the site and not changing any existing landforms.  

 

If the HPC votes to approve the replacement, recommended conditions appear below. 

If the HPC votes to deny the removal of the replacement, they may then vote to approve a different 
method of replacement with conditions added. 

 
 

HPC Determination: 
 

● The HPC must determine if, based on a review of the documentation presented, the proposed 
project complies with the Design Guidelines. 

 
● The HPC must structure their motion to include their own specific findings on the 
proposed project. 

 
 
 

III. FINDINGS & VOTE 
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When bringing the matter to a vote, the HPC must state their findings and reasons for why they take 
their position. 

 
 

IV. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
IF the HPC approves the installation of two patios and a retaining wall for this property, Preservation 
Planning recommends the following conditions be attached to any Certificate of Appropriateness that the 
HPC might grant for this project: 

1.  The Applicant shall obtain all necessary permits for this project through the Inspectional 
Services Department (ISD). The Applicant must upload a copy of this Certificate to their 
BUILDING PERMIT application and obtain any necessary division/department sign-offs. This 
Certificate is for the above-described work only. Any changes to this proposal shall first be 
submitted to Preservation Planning at historic@somervillema.gov for review and approval 
PRIOR to implementation. Failure to do so will nullify this Certificate and delay final sign- 
offs/CO. 

2. Work for which this Certificate is granted must commence within one year of issuance. If work 
does not commence within one year or pauses for a significant period of time such that the 
expiration date of the Certificate passes, the Applicant shall be required to apply for this 
Certificate to be re-issued. The Applicant shall contact Preservation Planning at 
historic@somervillema.gov for instructions. 

3. The Applicant shall contact Preservation Planning a minimum of 15 business days prior to 
arranging for a final inspection from ISD. Preservation Planners or their designee shall issue a 
sign-off upon completion of the project that it was executed in accordance with the Certificate 
of Appropriateness. Contact shall be made at the following email address ONLY: historic 
@somervillema.gov. The Applicant must provide before and after photos of the project area 
in the email as .JPG attachments. The attachments cannot be embedded in the body of an email. 

mailto:historic@somervillema.gov
mailto:historic@somervillema.gov


THERMAL BLUESTONE
Blues tone

Our Thermal Bluestone Pavers provide the highest standard in quality and class. Thermaled bluestone is cut 
and torched to provide a flat, non-slip surface, making it a great option for pool decks, patios, and walkways.

TBBXXX

PATTERN STOCK SIZES TREADS

Depth: 12” 18” 24”14”

Dutch FrenchRunning Bond

POPULAR PATTERNS Tread

Coping

Step

18”x36”12”x24”12”x12”

24”x36”24”x24”

1.5” Thickness

Length: 

Height: 

Offered between 4’ and 6’

2” for Treads and Coping, 6” for Steps

Standard StockStandard Stock

Ask us about available edge treatments
Custom sizes and fabrication availableCustom sizes and fabrication available

Custom/FabricationCustom/Fabrication



 

North Mountain Granite Wallstone 
Natural Wallstone 

With a weathered and old world rustic character, this weathered granite wall stone is 
one-of-a-kind. Varied sizes and a unique texture give this stone a very rustic yet clean 

look for use in retaining walls, garden walls, and other applications. 
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Carr, Martin W. School 

Carr School 

25 Atherton St 
 
 

Somerville 

Spring Hill; 

 
1898 

Classical Revival; Colonial Revival; 

Gould, Aaron H.; 

Apartment House; Public School; 

Architecture; Community Planning; Education; Politics Government; 

SMV.O, SMV.AQ, SMV.AY 

Nat'l Register Individual Property (07/05/1984); Preservation Restriction (12/20/1984); Local Historic 
District (03/11/1985); Nat'l Register MRA (09/18/1989); Nat'l Register District (09/18/1989); 

Roof: Slate; 
Wall: Brick; Granite; Stone, Cut; Wood; 
Foundation: Granite; Stone, Cut; 

No 
 

 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan 
records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for 
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in 
digital format at this time. 

 
The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and 
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a 
considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in 
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images. 
Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

 
Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-
macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

 
Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
 

This file was accessed on: Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 4:16 PM 

Inventory No: 

Historic Name: 

Common Name: 

Address: 

 
City/Town: 

Village/Neighborhood: 

Local No: 

Year Constructed: 

Architectural Style(s): 

Architect(s): 

Use(s): 

Significance: 

Area(s): 

Designation(s): 

Building Materials: 
 

 
Demolished 

http://mhc/
http://mhc/
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
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MASSACnUSETTS HISTORICAL C0?-�1ISSION 
94 Washington Street,  Boston, MA 02108 L-� 
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• Town 
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Somerville 

Area r
�

! � � no. 

 
 
 
 

PHOTO (3:x:3" or 3x5", black & white) 
Staule to left side.. of form 

�P.hoto numbef:: 

Address 35 Atherton Street 

Historic Name Martin w. Carr S chool 

Use: Original_s�c�h�o�o�J _ 

Present residence/aoartments 

Ownership: CTl Private individual 
Private  organization 

 
Public  

0riginal owner City of Somerville 

 
DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1898 

Source  

Style 
R
Co

en
lo

a
n
is
i
s
a

a
l

n
R
c

eeevi
an

va
d
l 

Architect Aaron H. Gould 

. > 
Exterior  wall  fabric 

. 
:.· 
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ATHERTON 

0 

 

J) , 
J� . 

Outbuildings----------------

Major alterations  (with dates) ------ 

7 ,,,., 
i Moved Date 

f\  ·. 
Recorded by • 

• I�. 
 

C .- z�-llie  --- · 

:r 
V 

 
II) 

I Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre 

Setting Residential 

Organization Landscape Research 

Date  1982 - 11/84 

., C. 
(Staple ada tio�al  sheets he\a�e''½ ) 

C,,)  � 

□ 



 

and The Architecture 

J 
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=- ARCHIT-ECTURA.t-=;s-rGKIFiCANCE- - ( describe important architectural features and 

- evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Martin W. Carr School of 1898 is a handsome institutional example of Renaissance 
and Colonial Revival Style architecture. The three-story brick building faces south 
on Atherton Street, two short blocks from the busy arterial of.Somerville Avenue. At 
the north the school is bounded by Cleveland St., and at the west by Harvard St. The 
freestan..,_�ing building is situated on a level .68 ac�e site on the southern slope of 

� :.;,a-,;::-� :Spring __Hil�- and is set back approximately 50 feet from Atherton Street. 

(See Architectural Significance - continued) 

 
.HISTORICAL SIG;\IFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to t-he development of the c omml.lllity) 

The Martin W. Carr School possesses integrity of location, design,_ materials, workman-
ship and association. It is a well-designed and preserved example of Renaissance·and 
Colonial Revival institutional architecture, and is the only surviving work of 
local architect Aaron H. Gould in Somerville. Built on the site of the earlier Spring 

. Hill Primary School (1850) and the First Baptist Church (1852), it has associations 
_ -;�iJrlk._t:he-deve·topment· of  the Spring Hill area, one of Somerville's earliest residential 

subdivisions  (1847-). As an imposing public building, it reflects the expansion of City 
. facilities to meet the strong population growth at the turn of the century. Thus, the 
Carr School meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Carr School was opened in 1898 to serve as a 14-room grade school.  Two additional 
rooms were devoted to manual training facilities used by upper grades.  The Carr was 
the first H-plan school in Somerville.  This modern plan allowed maximum light and air 
into the classrooms. Gould's Ellis School (1898) and the Kelley School (1902, razed) 
both in Cambridge, evidence the H-plan and similar exterior treatment. Although 
originally considered spacious, the School Report of 1901 noted that the building was 
already becoming serioudly crowded. When opened, the Carr was one of 24 schools 
in the city and accomodated 700 pupils. Somerville's schools served a population which 
rose from 40,152 in 1890 to 61,643 in 1900. 

Martin W. Carr  (1829-1902), for whom the building is named, was president of H. W. Carr 
and Company, a Somerville jewelry manufacturing firm with a national market. Carr served 
as an alderman. and as a member of the School Committee. He resided on Craigie Street, 
at the edge of the Spring Hill neighborhood. 

(See Historical Significance - continued) 
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buildings at Harvard University. 

of dentils and modillions. (Photo 2 and 3). 

�diree round-arched windows. 

posts and window arrldoor·trim are also in near-original condition. 
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(:De basement was never occupied. 
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HI STO�!Cl'.L SIGl;I?ICAl�CE (Continued) 

 
The immediate area was platted in the mid-nineteenth century as a railroad cor:1r.1uter's 
neighborhood, intended primarily for Bosfo� businessmen. The 0-earr School was~ among the 
last additions to the area. The Gothic Revival,  Greek Revival,  Italianate, and Second 
L'":lpire Style single-fa.'Tli.ly houses which surround the school site are testament to 
Sp:::.-ing Hill's early period of significa.I1ce. Opposite the school  to the south is the 
"Round House" built by inventor Enoch Robinson in 1856. 

Sonerville experienced rapid residential development and industrial expansion at the turn 
of t:;e century. Significant as a manufacuring and food processing center, the extension 
of streetcar service from Boston increased its_popularit:r�as a commuter suburb. The turn cf 
the cent··ry brought a substantial number of-two:'-'.c{rid thre·e:..fami.ly houses and a significant 
increase in public building,  particularly schools. The Carr School is one of the few 
unaltered survivors of this period. 

 
The City's earliest public buildings of architecturitl significance included the Latin High 
School (1871) by Samuel J.F. Thayer; the Central Engine House (1871) by Shepherds. Wood.cock, 
and the Police Station (1874) by G.A. Clough. Designed in Victorian Gothic Style, with 
steep roofs capped by iron cresting, all have been razed or altered. The razed Romanesque 
Revival Public Library (1884) by George F. Loring was the major public building of the 
1880s. Renaissance Revival and Queen Anne Style designs were favored by the architects 
of Sonerville's public comraissions of the 1890s, notably the now-altered English High 
School (1895) by Hartwell and Richardson. ,, 

;' ��-:!'!".!iE""""=""',"c-����, 
Aaron H. Gould (1865-19 ) was born in Nova Scotia. Trained as a carpenter, he worked on 

• rge hotel and residential projects in Maine and in the South before moving to Sonerville 
:.";_J the 1890s. He resided at 50 Columbus Avenue, in a Colonial Revival house of his own 
design, and maintained an office ·there and at 42 Court Street, Boston. Gould was 
responsible for major public projects in  Somerville  including the now-razed Central 
Fire Station (1895) and the City Stables and Water Department (1898). Among unexecuted 
proposals of note is the Somerville Armory Plan (1886), a monumental structure with 
crenellated towers which would have re-used a portion of the Victorian Gothic Style Fire 
Station of 1871. Gould also did a substantial amount of work for the City of Cambridge 
during this period; the North Cambridge Fire Station(1896) is an extant example of his 
work there. 
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F')RM B - BUILDING 

 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Town Somerville 

28  Atherton Street 

Form no. 
1 70 

0 

>ric Name Martin W.  Carr School 

Original ! school 

Present  vacant 

rship: 0 Private individual 
Private organization 

 
Public City gf �g�erville 

Original  owner 
 
 
 
 

 
or geographical 
Indicate north. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
0 

 
 
 

f:::0-'\*Vl � ;NF- 

Recorded by  Carole Zellie  

Organization Landscape  Research 

Da-ce 1-10-82 

1 

Source m=a�pa....,;;;a�n=d'-"d�ee� d� �r�e�c�or� d�,�s 

Style Renaissance Revival  

Architect Aaron Gould (Boston) 

Exterior wall fabric brick and granite 

Om:buildings  
 
 

Major alterations (with dates) ------ 
 
 

 
Moved  Date  

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting urban residential 

. . 
(Stapl'e ad'dit'ional sheets h \{) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFIC;�NCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

 
The Carr School is the only nineteenth century school oE architectural significance 
which remains in Somerville. The Renaissance Revival design was executed in red_ 
brick with granite sills. At the south elevation, round-arch windows are grouped 
in arcades to flank the round-arched central entry, The modillioned cornice is 
wood; the roof retains its original slate treatment.  These materials are 
characteristic of the public schools of the 1880s and 1890s, two decades which 
produced handsome designs by Boston architects Loring and Phipps and Aaron Gould. 
Aaron Gould designed many public buildings for the City of Somerville, including the 
Cit_y Stables Central Ftre House, and the Colson Hotel, A native of Maine, he was 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE texpla1n the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Carr School served an area of Somerville long-known as Spring Hill, Spring Hill� 
a long, narrow drumlin, is the site of the city's earliest residential subdivision, 
platted by George Brastow in 1847 to served the early rail commuters of the town. 
The. Carr__ School is situated on one of the original streets of this subdivision, 
and is surrounded by a variety of Creek Rev:illal and Italianate houses of architectural 
significance, including the 1856 Round House built by inventor Enoch Robinson. 
Prior to the construction of the Carr Schoool and the_adjacent playground dating 
from 1910, the site was occupied by the First Baptist Church(l852) and the 
Spring Hill Primary School(l850). 

The Carr School is named for Martin W. Carr, one of the founders of the Carr 
Jewelry Company of Somerville. He was active in numerous fraternal organizations 
and held several city offices including alderman, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a resident of Somerville. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
E.A. Samuels, 

Somerville Past and Present, p. 507. (1897) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Town Somerville 

Area Form no. 
Spring Hi 1 70 

 
 
 
 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
Staple to left side.,of form 
Photo number 

Address 5 Atherton Street  

Historic Name Martin W. Carr School 

Use:  Original--s-ch-oo-l ---------- 
Present----va-ca-nt---------

Ownership: □ Private individual 
Private organization------ 

 P u b l i c
_ . . . , ...Q  iP1 1 . . . . , 31-T ""'Q�......f  a�Q�11l.�9�F,..,1,;,..,rii,,,li,,,l�e�-- 

 

 
.J 

 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

l8l 
0 

 
 
 

t:::GM�VI 14-J=, /<1/F- 

Original owner------------
DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1 

Source map and deed records 

Style Renaissance Revival  

Architect Aaron Gould (Boston) 

Exterior wall fabric brick and granite 

Outbuildings  

Major alterations (with dates)------ 

Moved  Date  

Recorded by Ca-ro-le-Zel-li-e   Setting· u-rb-an-r-es-id-en-ti-al 

Organization  Landscape  Research 

Date 1-10-82 

(\::.... 
(Staple  a�d5.tic,�al  sheets  : -:,.-.�) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

 
The Carr School is the only nineteenth century school of architectural significance 
which remains in Somerville. The Renaissance Revfual design was executed in red_ 
brick with granite sills. At the south elevation, round-arch windows are grouped 
in arcades to flank the round-arched central entry. The modillioned cornice is 
wood; the roof retains its original slate treatment.  These materials are 
characteristic of the public schools of the 1880s and 1890s, two decades which 
produced handsome designs by Boston architects Loring and Phipps and Aaron Gould. 
Aaron Gould designed many public buildings for the City of Somerville, including the 
Cit_y Stables Central Ftre House, and the Colson Hotel, A native of Maine, he was 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE cexpla1n the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Carr School served an area of Somerville long-known as Spring Hill. Spring Hill� 
a long, narrow drumlin, is the site of the city's earliest residential subdivision, 
platted by George Brastow in 1847 to served the early rail commuters of the town. 
The.. C�rr_School is situated on one of the original streets of this subdivision, 
and is surrounded by a variety of Greek Revnral and Italianate houses of architectural 
significanc.e, including the 1856 Round House built by inventor Enoch Robinson. 
Prior to the construction of the Carr Schoool and,Lhe�adjacent playground dating 
from 1910, the site was occupied by the First Baptist Church(l852) and the 
Spring Hill Primary School(l850). 

The Carr School is named for Martin W. Carr, one of the founders of the Carr 
Jewelry Company of Somerville. He was active in numerous fraternal organizations 
and held several city offices including alderman, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a resident of Somerville. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
E.A. Samuels, 

Somerville Past and Present, p. 507.(1897) 
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