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MSBA OVERVIEW
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1. Eligibility Period

Somerville has submitted 

a statement of interest 

and evaluated existing 

conditions.

1 2 4 5 6 7 8

2. Forming the 

Team

We help you select the 

Architect that will best 

meet your project goals.

3. Feasibility Study

We help confirm what 

was found and explored 

during development of 

the SOI. 

4. Schematic Design

We assist in developing a 

final design program & in 

negotiating a Project Scope 

& Budget Agreement.

5. Funding the 

Project

We stand by you in 

securing 

community/funding 

approval.

6. Detailed Design

Guiding you through 

design, we also help to 

generate construction docs, 

procure bids, & award a 

construction contract.

7. Construction

We oversee the contractor and 

construction process while 

keeping a close eye on the 

quality, budget, schedule, & 

more.

8. Completion

Finalize permits, 

maximize grant 

reimbursements, and 

move students into the 

school.

L E A D I N G  D U R I N G  A L L  M S B A  P R O J E C T  P H A S E S
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DESIGNER SELECTION
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JUN 2025

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N

05.08.25
MSBA OPM

Review Panel

06.13.25
End of MSBA 10-

day RFS Review

MAY 2025 JUL 2025 AUG 2025

06.16.25
RFS Ad in 

Central 

Register & 

Newspaper 07.16.25
Briefing 

Session

08.21.25
RFS 

responses to 

MSBA

08.13.25
Deadline for RFS 

submission

08.14.25
Finalize 

submission 

evaluations

09.09.25

09.23.25
Target DSP 

meetings 

pending 

confirmation 

from MSBA

09.24.25
Begin 

contract 

negotiations

*All dates are tentative and subject to change based on district and MSBA schedules.

05.30.25
Submit 

Designer RFS 

to MSBA

SEP 2025

MODULE 2
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Develop Designer RFS [Complete]

We’ll work with you to ensure key project elements

and needs are captured in the RFS

Designer Selection Panel (DSP) [Sep 9 and Sep 23]

We’ll work to prepare District Representatives (3) for

their participation in the MSBA DSP process

Evaluate Respondents [Underway Aug 13-21]

Each design firm will be evaluated to highlight the

relevant experience and information of each

The Right Fit

The best firm will have the most applicable

experience and be responsive to your RFS

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N
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Preliminary Review of Designer Submissions

• PMA Distributes to Selection Subcommittee Members

• Verify Submission is Complete and Adequate

• Develop Matrix of Design Subconsultants

• Perform Reference Checks 

• NO SCORING OR RANKING PRIOR TO DSP MEETINGS!!

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N



8PMA Consultants, LLC

Designer Selection Criteria 

Prior similar experience best illustrating current qualifications for the specific project.

Past performance of the firm, if any, with regard to public, private, DOE-funded, and MSBA-funded projects 

across the Commonwealth, with respect to:

• Quality of project design

• Quality, clarity, completeness and accuracy of plans and contract documents.

• Ability to meet established program requirements within allotted budget.

• Ability to meet schedules including submission of design and contract documents, processing of 

shop drawings, contractor requisitions and change orders.

• Coordination and management of consultants

• Working relationship with contractors, subcontractors, local awarding authority and MSBA staff and 

local officials.

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N
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• Current workload and ability to undertake the contract based on the number and scope of projects for 

which the firm is currently under contract.

• The identity and qualifications of the consultants who will work on the project.

• The financial stability of the firm.

• The qualifications of the personnel to be assigned to the project.

• Geographical proximity of the firm to the project site or willingness of the firm to make site visits and 

attend local meetings as required by the client.

• Any other criteria that the DSP considers relevant to the project.

• Designing and building in a zero lot line urban construction environment.   

• Meeting the sustainability goals of the city.

• Others?

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N



DESIGNER SELECTION – APPLICANT 

INFORMATION
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  - A P P L I C A N T S
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D E S I G N  F I R M  I N F O R M A T I O N

# Mass Registered 

Architects
# of StaffTown/CityOffice AddressFirm

917Boston
Jonathan Levi Architects LLC 

266 Beacon Street 
JONATHAN LEVI ARCHITECTS

630Boston
Machado and Silvetti Associates, LLC

560 Harrison Avenue, Suite 301
MACHADO SILVETTI

2947Boston
MDS/Miller Dyer Spears, Inc.

40 Broad Street, Suite 103
MDS - SASAKI

1937Boston
Perkins Eastman 

20 Ashburton Place, Floor 8 
PERKINS EASTMAN

636 Somerville
TSKP STUDIO

17 Hawkins Street
TSKP STUDIO

2450Boston
William Rawn Associates, Architects, Inc.

27 School Street, Second Floor
WILLIAM RAWN ASSOCIATES
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D E S I G N  F I R M  I N F O R M A T I O N

Project(s) Team Worked on Together
Years of Experience 

(Years with this Firm)
Project Team Name and TitleFirm

Oakdale School, Dedham, MA

Westport Middle/High School, Westport, MA

43 (40)

35 (13)

30 (6)

Jonathan Levi – Director of Design

Philip Gray – Principal/Project Manager

Charlie Van Voorhis – Project Architect

JONATHAN LEVI ARCHITECTS

Kitteridge Elementary School, North Andover, MA

BPS West Roxbury Educational Complex Study

21 (18)

30 (25)

13 (7)

Jeffry Burchard – Principal in Charge

Stephanie Randazzo Dwyer – Senior 

Project Manager 

Austin Ward – Project Architect

MACHADO SILVETTI

The John R. Pierce School, Brookline, MA

East Middle School, Braintree, MA

42 (28)

40 (24)

25 (3)

Amy MacKrell – Principal

Margaret Clark – Associate Principal/PM

Sara Lesher – Senior Associate 

MDS - SASAKI

Tobin Montessori and Darby Vassall Upper Schools, Cambridge, MA

Charleswood Elementary School, Hopkinton, MA

32 (9)

32 (5)

36 (30)

Daniel Arons – Principal in Charge

Lisa Pecora – Project Manager

Robert Bell – Managing Principal

PERKINS EASTMAN

North Randolph Elementary School, Randolph, MA 

North Adams Elementary School, North Adams, MA

40 (29)

22 (12)

23 (13)

Randall Luther - Partner-In-Charge

Jesse Saylor – Project Manager

Yugon Kim – Designer 

TSKP STUDIO

King Open/Cambridge Street Upper Schools, Cambridge, MA

Monument Mountain Regional Highschool with Dinisco Design, Great 

Barrington, MA

30 (28)

29 (13)

24 (24)

Samuel Lasky - Principal-in-Charge

Sindu Meier – Project Manager

Andrew Jonic – Project Architect

WILLIAM RAWN ASSOCIATES
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D E S I G N  F I R M  I N F O R M A T I O N

Construction Value Active 

Projects (In Thousands)

# of Public Projects above $40 M

(Past 5 Years)

# of Active MSBA Projects

(including closeout)

# of Active

Projects

# Public Projects 

(Past 5 years)
Firm

$03005
JONATHAN LEVI ARCHITECTS

$57,85021622MACHADO SILVETTI

$215,86454644MDS - SASAKI

$1,247,11786618PERKINS EASTMAN

$163,70445312TSKP STUDIO

$178,0004146WILLIAM RAWN ASSOCIATES
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  – S U B C O N S U L T A N T  M A T R I X
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – JONATHAN LEVI
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – MACHADO SILVETTI
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – MDS/SASAKI
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – PERKINS EASTMAN
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – TSKP STUDIO
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N - DESIGNER CONCEPTUAL EXAMPLES – WILLIAM RAWN
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D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  - R E F E R E N C E S

MSBA Reference Form - Ongoing (PMA)
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DESIGNER SELECTION PANEL



D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  P A N E L

DSP MEETING OVERVIEW

DSP Meeting #1 – September 9th, 2025

DSP Meeting #2 – September 23rd, 2025 

Attendees: 

• MSBA staff

• Designer Selection Panel (DSP): 13 members

• Three (3) Somerville representatives:* 

*All three reps must sign and return ‘DSP Acknowledgement Form’ prior 

to DSP meeting.



DSP MEETING OVERVIEW

• Deliberate in open forum. Identify top 3 firms:

o Ranked first = 3 points; second = 2 points; third = 1 point

o Firm with highest cumulative point total is ranked FIRST, the next highest 

ranked SECOND, third highest ranked THIRD

o All additional recommended finalists receive zero points

• If DSP decides interviews are required:

o Town & MSBA collaborate on interview questions.

o Interviews scheduled & DSP (including WB reps) attend.

o Firms are “re-ranked” and successful firm identified.

• District enters into a contract negotiation with highest ranked firm.

1st 2nd 3rd

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  P A N E L



DSP Meetings

• Meeting #1: September 9, 2025
• Review Designer Submissions

• DSP Ranks Firms First to Last

• Shortlist ~3 Highest Ranked Firms

• Meeting #2: September 23, 2025
• Interview Shortlisted Candidates

• DSP Ranks Firms First to Last

• District/PMA Negotiate Contract with Top Ranked Firm

D E S I G N E R  S E L E C T I O N  P A N E L



KEY DATES



Key Dates:

• Designer RFS Published: 6/18/25

• Designer Pre-Bid Walk Thru: 7/16/25 @ 11:00AM

• Designer Responses Due: 8/13/25

• Applications sent to the MSBA: 8/13/25

• School Building Committee: 8/18/25

• Designer Selection Subcommittee: TBD

• DSP Meeting #1: 9/9/25

• DSP Meeting #2: 9/23/25

• School Building Committee: TBD

K E Y  D A T E S



Q U E S T I O N S ?  | T H A N K  Y O U !

Bringing value to SOMERVILLE

TEAM EXPERIENCE WORKING TOGETHER 
ON MULTIPLE PROJECTS

EXPERIENCE WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE CITY

PROACTIVE PROBLEM SOLVING

EXTENSIVE NETZERO & LEED EXPERIENCE

LARGE URBAN SCHOOL EXPERTISE

TRACK RECORD OF COST EFFECTIVE & HIGH VALUE 
PROJECTS

INNOVATIVE DELIVERY FOR COMPLEX 
PROJECTS


