LICENSING COMMISSION LICENSE APPLICATION
City of Somerville, Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Application #: AL24-000025
File #: 24-021349

Business Name: Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine
Location: 102 BROADWAY

Application Type: Restaurant (with alcohol)

APPLICANT
Company Name: Gauchao

Business Address:
102 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145

Legal Name of the Proposed Licenseholder (Name of
Corporation, LLC, Partnership/LLP, Trust, Sole
Proprietor, Other)

DBA Name

In the last 5 years, have you been found guilty, liable, or
responsible, in any judicial or administrative proceeding,
for any violation of the City Wage Theft Ordinance or any
State or Federal laws or regulations regulating the
payment of wages?

Manager of your establishment

Will you offer seating for the consumption of food on
premises? (Food includes non-alcoholic beverages)

Number of floors on the premises

Name of floor (Basement, balcony, Main, 2nd floor, etc.)1
Number of rooms1

Square footagel

Number of seats (enter O if you are not serving food on
premises)l

Square footage2

Use of Public Space Square Footage 150sqft or less
Use of Public Space Square Footage over 150sqft
Number of entrances into the indoor premises
Number of exits from the indoor premises

Will you offer seating outdoors in season?

Square footage outdoors on public property

Are you installing any large tents (larger than 10' X 12")

H and P Restaurant Group LLC

Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine

No

Rony Figueroa

Yes

Main

4144

152

150

437

2

2

On public property
58

No



Are you installing any domes or dome-like structures

Are you installing any barriers or perimeters around the
outdoor seating

Number of seating areas bounded by barriers or
perimeters on public property

Are you installing any heating elements
Number of rooms indoors

Total square footage indoors

Total seating capacity indoors

Total square footage outdoors

Total seating capacity outdoors

Total seating capacity

Are you an Educational Institution?
Are you a Farmer Pourer?

Are you a Package Store?

Are you a Private Club?

Are you a Restaurant/Common Victualer?
Are you an Inn?

Days and hours of operation to serve, sell or distribute
alcohol indoors

Days and hours of operation to serve food indoors

Days and hours of operation to serve food outdoors on
public property

Days and hours of operation to serve alcohol outdoors
on public property

Will you offer Entertainment indoors(recorded music,
tvs, performers, djs, dancing, etc.)?

Describe the types of entertainment you will offer indoors

Will the entertainment indoors be accessible to all ages
and all classes of the public?

Will you have entertainment devices indoors? (Stereos,
TVs, movie screens, video games, etc.)

Describe the devices

# of Movie Theater Screens indoors new
# of Televisions indoors new

# of Audio Systems indoors new

# of Other Devices indoors new

Describe the other indoor devices

No

On public property

48

No

4144
152
58

152
No
No
No
No
Yes
No

Sun-Thurs: 10am-1am Fri-Sat: 10am-2am

Sun-Thurs: 10am-1am Fri-Sat: 10am-2am

Sun-Sat: 10am-10pm

Sun-Sat: 10am-10pm

Yes

Live music, 5 tv, audio system, screen projector

Yes

Yes

5 tv, screen projector, audio system
0
5
1
1

audio system



Total Devices indoors

Will you have live performers indoors? (Musicians,
comedians, actors, athletes, contests, DJs, etc.)

Describe the entertainment by performers indoors
# of stages or separate areas of entertainment indoors

Will the patrons perform indoors? (dancing, darts,
karaoke, etc.)

Will you offer Entertainment outdoors(recorded music,
tvs, performers, djs, dancing, etc.)?

Will the entertainment outdoors be accessible to all ages
and all classes of the public?

Describe the types of entertainment you will offer
outdoors on public property

Will you have entertainment devices outdoors on public
property? (Stereos, TVs, movie screens, video games,
etc.)

# of Audio Systems outdoors on public property
Total Devices outdoors on public property

Will you have live performers outdoors on public
property? (Musicians, comedians, actors, athletes,
contests, DJs, etc.)

Describe the entertainment by performers outdoors on
public property

# of stages or separate areas of entertainment outdoors
on public property

Describe any other businesses serving alcohol on the
premises

Have you obtained an alcohol license before?

Have you ever had alicense denied, revoked, or
suspended?

Have you ever received a Notice of Violation?

Describe your outreach to the Ward of Alderman and the
neighborhood

You must read and accept the above stated terms &
conditions

Yes

Live musician
1

No

On public property

Yes

recorded music

Yes

1.0

Yes

Live musician

none

No

No

No

n/a

Yes



New
All Forms 7 Day Restaurant License
Common Victualer, Entertainment by Devices and Performers Indoors and Outdoors,
Sunday Hours, Outdoor Public Sidewalk and Parklet Seating, and 2am License

20. H and P Restaurant Group LLC d/b/a Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine, 102 Broadway Somerville,
requesting approval of an All Forms 7 Day Restaurant License, Common Victualer,
Entertainment by Devices and Performers Indoors and Outdoors, Outdoor Public Sidewalk
and Parklet Seating, and 2am License.

Hours of Operation: Indoor (Food and Alcohol Service)
Sun-Thurs: 10am-1am, Fri-Sat: 10am-2am

Hours of Operation: Outdoor (Food and Alcohol Service)
Mon-Sun: 10am-10pm

Indoor Seats: 152

Outdoor Public Sidewalk Seats: 10

Outdoor Public Parklet Seats: 48

(AL24-000025)

Attorney Anne Vigorito appeared on behalf of the applicants, Benjamin Argueta and Tony
Figueroa, who were also present, and stated that this application reflects a sale of the
business where no changes will be made whatsoever, including to: hours, menu, seating,
and alcohol service. Attorney Vigorito continued that the new owners are previous
employees of the business and know it well, and that the proposed manager has been
working there for 20 years. Attorney Vigorito stated that all staff are TIPS certified, and
that the business has no recorded violations.

Commissioner Allen asked about the policy regarding 2:00 a.m. alcohol service, and Chair
Lynch stated that granting that license is discretionary, but that in this case the applicant’s
business has already been operating with a 2:00 a.m. license with no violations, and that he
would not object to allowing that to continue.

Director Postlewaite stated that the applicant’s outdoor seating layout is unchanged, and
that it is recommended for approval.

Chair Lynch opened the public hearing. No members of the public offered comments on
this Item. Chair Lynch closed the public hearing.

The Licensing Commission approved this application for an All Forms 7 Day Restaurant
License, Common Victualer License, Entertainment by Devices and Performers (Indoors
and Outdoors) License, Sunday Hours License, Outdoor Public Sidewalk and Parklet
Seating License, and 2:00 a.m. License.
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143
(617) 625-6600

Restaurant (with alcohol) License

License#: AL24-000025

Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine File#: 24-021349
102 Broadway ABCC #: 08612-RS-1130
Somerville MA 02145 Old #:

License Expires: 12/31/2025

Thisisto certify that H and P Restaurant Group LL C, dba Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine, has been granted a/an Restaur ant (with alcohol)
license in the City of Somerville, ONLY at the following address: 102 BROADWAY.

Thislicense isissued subject to the provisions of the General Laws of the Commonwealth, all regulations of the ABCC, all ordinances of the
City, and all regulations or conditions of the Licensing Commission, including but not limited to any specific conditions listed below.

Licenses Issued: Restaurant-All Forms, Common Victualer, Entertainment-Devices, Entertainment-Performers, Public Patio, Closing
at 2AM on weekends, Opening 10AM-Noon on Sundays,
Manager: Rony Figuer oa

Indoor Premises: 1 floors, 1 rooms, 4,144 indoors square feet, 2 entrances, 2 exits.

Seating Capacity: 152

Indoor Food 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM
Service Sunday: to Monday: to Tuesday: to Wednesday: to Thursday: to Friday: to Saturday: to
01:00AM 01:00AM 01:00AM 01:00AM 01:00AM 02:00AM 02:00AM
Indoor Alcohol 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM
Service Sunday: to Monday: to Tuesday: to Wednesday: to Thursday: to Friday: to Saturday: to
01:00AM 01:00AM 01:00PM 01:00AM 01:00AM 02:00AM 02:00AM
Outdoor Public 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM
Food Service Sunday: to Monday: to Tuesday: to Wednesday: to Thursday: to Friday: to Saturday: to
10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM
Outdoor Public 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM 10:00AM
Alcohol Service Sunday: to Monday: to Tuesday: to Wednesday: to Thursday: to Friday: to Saturday: to
10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM 10:00PM

Entertainment-Devices. 7 devices: 5 TV(s), 1 audio systems, 1 Entertainment-Performers: 1 stages

Outdoor Premises on Public Property: Outdoor Premises on Private Property:
Seating Capacity: 58 Seating Capacity:

Entertainment-Devices. 1devices:1 audio systems, Entertainment-
Performers: 1 stagesEntertainment-Patrons: dance floor
/entertainment area(s)

Additional Conditions:

Attest for the Licensing Commission:

ThislicenseisNOT Transferable, and no changes may be made to this license without the approval of the Licensing Commission.

This license must be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises.







El_q Outlook

Formal Complaint to Licensing Commission / ISD Regarding Noise and Public Safety Issues at Gauchao
Brazilian Cuisine (102 Broadway)

Date Tue 6/17/2025 4:51 PM
To  LICENSING <LICENSING@somervillema.gov>; ISD Emails <isd@somervillema.gov>
Cc

Dear Somerville Licensing Commission and Inspectional Services Division,

| am writing to formally submit a complaint regarding ongoing disturbances and possible
licensing violations at Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine, located at 102 Broadway, Somerville,
MA, which have significantly impacted the quality of life on our street.

Since a change in ownership earlier this year, the restaurant seems to have started running
a nightclub on weekend nights. On Friday through Sunday nights, they host loud late-
night events with loud music and excessive bass continuing until 1:30 AM. The bass is
set so loud that it can be heard and felt inside our home on Cutter Street. It can also be
felt by the residential homes on Broadway, and across the street on Michigan/lllinois Ave.

We have called the non-emergency police line on multiple occasions, and while officers
have responded and asked them to lower the music, the volume picks up again shortly
after the officers leave. This has happened every weekend for the last few months, with no
long-term resolution or end in sight. The restaurant’s Instagram page is actively promoting
these nightclub events.

Aside from the extreme noise, we are increasingly concerned about the public safety.

There recently were shots fired (incident report linked) outside of the restaurant with
a crowd of over 100 people. Thankfully no one was injured, but we are concerned
should this type of escalated behavior happen again.

We are also concerned with the idea of 100s of intoxicated patrons leaving the venue
at 1:30AM and loitering on our residential street or potentially walking into our
ungated driveway and yard.

We would like to request:


https://www.instagram.com/gauchaobrazilian/?hl=en
https://www.thesomervilletimes.com/archives/139968)

1 A review of Gauchao’s entertainment and alcohol licenses, including whether they
are permitted to host nightclub-style events or use amplified sound past 11:00 PM.

2 Enforcement of noise ordinances and zoning rules for mixed-use areas.

3 Monitoring or inspection of noise levels, particularly the low-frequency bass
disturbances that can be felt inside nearby homes.

4 A response outlining what steps will be taken to investigate and address these concerns.

We value our neighborhood and understand that Somerville is a vibrant community and
living off of Broadway comes with noise and crowds — but the ongoing disturbances and
safety risks are disruptive, stress-inducing, and beyond the norm for the area.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Q_q Outlook

FW: 102 BROADWAY/GAUCHAO RESTAURANT

Date Mon 7/7/2025 5:22 PM
To

Cc

HiJoe,

I've been trying to connect with you for a while but have been overwhelmed with other business. My name is Diogo
DeOliveira, | am the newly appointed Lieutenant for the Criminal Investigations Division, replacing Captain Sheehan. I've
also been asked to handle some of the duties related to liquor laws violations until a replacement for Lieutenant Mitsakis
has been named, to alleviate the Captain’s workload as he is in now charge of the entire patrol division and more. I'd love to
connect in person at some point if you have the time, my work number is_, feel free to call me or text me
anytime.

| got involved with Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine right at the time of the shooting that happened there on 4/27. While the
shooting was not recorded at their address, it was called in at the corner of Broadway and Cutter, we discovered through
witnesses that it did involved people that were there and had exited the establishment, and were loitering outside (which is
part of the problem which I'll get to it). The shooting happened on 4/27 and | met with Michael Herrera, who is the son’s
owner and manager, on 5/1. We spoke for a few minutes, at the time | felt like Mike had done what he’s supposed to do:
hired private security, checking people at the door, security inside, and he even closed early because he noticed that it was
getting a little wild. The clientele Gauchao is attracting is a younger clientele, different then they were used to, and it is a
clientele that likes to get “wild”. | advised Mike to stay on top of it because recurring events could jeopardize his ability to
operate. Since | met with him there were multiple additional complaints for noise, disputes, disorderly persons, even a
fight. Detective John Howe conducted another follow up visit with Mike to further advise him that his establishment was
becoming a nuisance and that he needed to take control. Still, Mike wasn’t able to bring order to the place and we continue
to get complaints.

While | agree in part with Mr. Potere’s email that there isn’t any issues happening INSIDE of his establishment, that all of it is
happening outside and he cannot directly control conduct outside his premises, | disagree that such conduct is unrelated. It
is the patrons coming from inside going outside and creating the problems, loitering outside the establishment, being loud,
and one of the things | suggested to Mike is to focus most of his security personnel outside moving people along and telling
them they cannot loiter. Additionally, the noise isn’t always from the people outside, many of the complaints are for the
loud music coming from inside the establishment.

You will see included below in this email a list of calls for service at Gauchao since 5/1, after the shooting and after | spoke
with Mike. There has been 18 calls for service there related to some type of disturbance. Compare that to 3 calls prior to
the shooting since they took over management in the beginning of the year. Also compare it to the second list which
includes calls for services at other establishments such as Five Horses, Michaels, Premiere, the Burren, and the Foundry. The
most was Premiere with 4 and Gauchao has nearly 5 times the amount of calls. What is not included here is how often
officers have to park in front of the establishment just for presence, waiting for either something to happen or for the crowd
to clear out, time they could’ve been spending patrolling their sectors making sure the City is safe.

| believe this case warrants stronger action on the City’s part. | would like to suggest at least a couple of things: rolling back
their hours for the remainder of the summer until 12am, and ordering them to hire a police detail throughout the weekend.
The police detail would be tasked with ensuring people are not loitering outside and it would serve as a way to show his
private security what is expected of them as it relates to outside disturbances. Just because they relocate from inside to the
sidewalk, it is still his patrons, still his problem, still his responsibility. Once they have completely left the area, then in my
opinion he’s excused but not if they are literally outside of his doors.

N



7/17/25, 1:21 PM Mail _ - Outlook

This is what | have to offer so far. | had been preparing something to present you at some point without urgency but the
email exchanges between the councilor and some concerned residents should make this a priority. | can provide you a more
detailed report with dates and times but it is essentially every weekend that we are called there. No other establishment
currently is giving us such a problem. We need to take control this now before it gets out of control, before there is another
shooting. Please let me know if you require anything further and if you wish to speak in person or via telephone on the
issue.

Thanks.

Lieutenant Diogo A. deOliveira

Criminal Investigation Division Supervisor
Somerville Police Department

220 Washington Street

Somerville, MA 02143

CFS to Gauchao, 102 Broadway
5/1/25-7/6/25

Call Type Count of CFS
ASSAULT
CHK-COND
DISORD
DISPUTE
FIGHT
GROUPS
LARCENY
LiQ/vioL
NOISE
SICKPRS
UNWANTED
Grand Total
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CFS: 5/1/25-7/6/25
Five Horses Tavern Guachao Michaels Premiere The Burren The Foundry
400 HIGHLAND AV 102 BROADWAY 97 WASHINGTON ST 517 BROADWAY 247 ELM ST 255 ELM ST
ASSAULT 1 1
CHK-COND 1 1 1
DISORD 1
DISPUTE 2
FIGHT 1
GROUPS 1
LARCENY 1 1
LIQ/VIoL
NOISE
SICKPRS
UNWANTED 1
Grand Total 1 18 1 4 3 3

Call Type / Location Grand Total
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City of Somerville
Licensing Commission

Regular Meeting Agenda

Tuesday
July 15, 2025
6:00 p.m.
Remote Participation

DRAFT MINUTES

NOTICE: This is NOT the official version of the Licensing Commission’s Minutes. While
reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data provided, do not rely on this
information without first checking with the Secretary to the Licensing Commission.

The meeting was called to order by Chair Joseph Lynch at 6:00 p.m. and adjourned at 7:02 p.m.

Attendance:

Chair Joseph Lynch — Present

Commissioner Christopher Allen — Present
Commissioner Jacques Thomas, Jr. — Present

Others present:
Michael Potere — Licensing Operations Manager; Captain Darrell Richardson — Fire Department;

Captain Sean Sheehan — Police Department; Lieutenant Diogo DeOliveira — Police Department.

Communications

1. Minutes of the Regular Licensing Commission Meeting of 6/17/2025.
The Licensing Commission approved the minutes on a voice vote.

2. Communication from Commissioner Lynch, in his capacity as Chair, that the September
16, 2025, Licensing Commission meeting will be held via remote participation only.

The Licensing Commission placed this item on file.
3. Communication from Police Lieutenant Diogo DeOliveira regarding complaints received

about H and P Restaurant Group LLC d/b/a Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine, 102 Broadway
(AL24-000025).
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Lieutenant DeOliveira explained to the Commission that since the ownership and
operational management of this establishment changed in January 2025, the Police
Department has received 62 calls to the licensee’s address. These calls included one
for an alleged shooting on April 27, 2025 involving patrons who left the
establishment, as well as numerous others for noise disturbances and fights, all of
which are happening late at night on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights.

Most recently, the Police issued two noise citations to the licensee during this past
weekend, on Saturday, July 12 and Sunday, July 13. Lt. DeOliveira continued that
patrol officers have also observed instances where around 100 people were lined up
outside the establishment to attend events that were advertised on social media. Lt.
DeOliveira noted for the record that, due to the high number of issues and calls
related to this licensee’s establishment, patrol officers have needed to park outside
and simply wait for something to happen, which takes resources away from policing
other parts of the city. Finally, Lt. DeOliveira stated that the licensee’s neighbors
have been complaining about noise from this establishment with more frequency,
and that local political officials have become involved as well.

Chair Lynch asked Manager Potere to confirm the licensee’s closing hours, who
stated they are 1:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 2:00 a.m. on Friday and
Saturday. Manager Potere further clarified that the 2:00 a.m. service license was
carried over from the previous owner of the establishment, who had not received
previous complaints regarding crowds or noise. Manager Potere also stated that
they do not have an Entertainment by Patrons license, which is required to operate
a dance floor. Chair Lynch asked for the name of the alcohol manager of record,
and Manager Potere replied the manager on their license is Rony Figueroa.

Chair Lynch asked if their license contains conditions that require a security detail,
and Manager Potere replied that their license was granted and issued without
condition.

Chair Lynch asked for comments from the other Commissioners. Commissioner
Allen stated for the record that if an applicant came before the Commission
requesting a 2AM alcohol service license amendment and they had the same record
as this licensee, that he would recommend rejecting the application, and that
amending the hours and the entertainment licenses for this establishment might be
appropriate here. Commissioner Thomas stated for the record that he would like to
hear from the licensee before making a decision.

Chair Lynch stated that this number of calls and complaints for this establishment is

much higher than with the city’s other licensees, and recommended that the licensee
appear for a Show Cause hearing, and that a Special Meeting should take place in
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advance of the regularly scheduled Licensing Commission meeting to be held in
August.

Chair Lynch moved to hold a Special Meeting of the Licensing Commission before
the next regularly scheduled meeting on August 19, 2025. The Licensing
Commission approved this motion on a voice vote.

Chair Lynch moved to call the licensee, H and P Restaurant Group LLC d/b/a
Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine, 102 Broadway (AL24-000025), before the Commission
during a Special Meeting to show cause as to why their All Forms Alcoholic
Beverages 7 Day Restaurant License, 2AM Closing License, Common Victualer
License, Entertainment by Devices and Performers License, and 10AM Sunday
License should not be modified, suspended, revoked or forfeited, or the hours
during which alcoholic beverages made be reduced for alleged violations of the
Somerville Licensing Commission Rules and Regulations. The Licensing
Commission approved this motion on a voice vote.

4. The Catered Affair, P.O. Box 432 Hingham, MA notifying the Commission of an Event
for Berkshire Partners for approximately 175 Guests, to be held at 598 Assembly Row, on
Wednesday, June 25, 2025, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Alcoholic Beverages served by
The Catered Affair).

The Licensing Commission placed this item on file.

Special Alcohol Licenses

5. Elizabeth Peabody House, 275 Broadway, requesting approval of a Special Alcohol
License (Wine and Malt) for Winter Hill Community Festival, to be held indoors and
outdoors at 275 Broadway, on 10/18/2025 from 11:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m. with a rain date of
10/19/2025. (Alcohol Service).

(PEL25-000090)

Continued from the June 17, 2025, Licensing Commission meeting.
The applicant did not appear for this item. The Licensing Commission continued it

to the August meeting by unanimous consent and noted for the record that failure to
appear for a third time may result in the application being rejected.
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