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To: Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning Date: October 14, 2024 
Revised February 13, 2025 and Community Development  

City of Somerville  
93 Highland Avenue  
Somerville, MA 02143 

Project #: 08518.28 
 

    
From: Patrick Dunford, PE 

Senior Project Manager 
Re: Transportation Access Plan – Revision 1 

375 Harold Cohen Way – Assembly Row Block 9  
Somerville, Massachusetts 

The following Transportation Access Plan (TAP) is being provided in support of the proposed residential development 
at 375 Harold Cohen Way in Somerville, Massachusetts (the “Site”). This document and accompanying information 
depict the proposed Site access for automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic. As required, information regarding 
truck deliveries and service vehicles (trash, recycling, fire department, etc.) also is provided.  

The Site is comprised of an approximately 1.43-acre parcel of land located within the Assembly Square neighborhood 
of Somerville. The Site is bounded by Foley Street to the north, Auto Workers Way to the south, Grand Union 
Boulevard to the east, and Harold Cohen Way to the west. The Site currently is occupied by a 47-space surface parking 
lot that will be removed as part of the Project.   

Federal Realty (the “Proponent”) is proposing to redevelop the Site to include a new residential building with 
supporting ground-floor retail uses and structured parking (the “Project”). The proposed eight-story building will 
include approximately 318 residential units, with a mixture of studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom units being 
provided. These will be located within floors three through eight of the building. The ground floor of the building also 
will feature approximately 12,914 sf of retail/commercial uses, likely to be used by three separate tenants. While exact 
tenants have not been secured, a child daycare, restaurant, and general retail uses are being targeted. The exact uses 
and their associated tenant space within the overall 12,914 sf of building space will be determined at a later date, 
likely after permits for the overall Project are in place. Depending on market conditions, it is possible that this space 
could be occupied by a single tenant, or multiple smaller tenants could be provided within this building area. For the 
purpose of this analysis, a representative mixture of tenants has been assumed. This space will be located facing Foley 
Street along the northerly side of the building. The remainder of the street-level floor area will be used by residential 
amenities, and parking. The second floor of the building also will be used for parking, with an overall total of 
approximately 149 automobile parking spaces being provided. This same approximate number of spaces will be 
provided for bicycles within the building. This secured bike parking will be provided within a bike room south of and 
adjacent to the commercial/retail space, and an additional bike room at the southerly end of the building adjacent to 
the ramp leading to/from the second level of the garage.   

Site Access  
Vehicular access to the Site’s parking garage will be provided via a single driveway on Auto Workers Way. This new 
curb cut will be located approximately 110 feet to the west of Grand Union Boulevard. The existing curb cut on Foley 
Street just east of Harold Cohen Way servicing the parking lot within the Site will be closed as part of the Project.  

Parking Supply 

As noted above, the Project’s automobile parking needs will be accommodated by the approximately 149-space 
parking facility. A limited number of these spaces will be provided at ground-level to the west of the garage entrance 
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with the remainder being located on both sides of the ramp leading to and from the second floor, where the 
overwhelming majority of the Site parking will be provided. The precise total number of spaces may be reduced as the 
design is refined due to columns and other supporting garage infrastructure or may be increased by a few parking 
spaces if efficiencies are found. The parking supply has been carefully evaluated to meet the market and functional 
needs for the development while still being notably lower than that found at other large residential developments in 
the area.  

While on-street parking is not currently provided along the Site’s Grand Union Boulevard frontage, the existing MBTA 
bus stop along this area may be moved to the north of Foley Street. This already is under consideration by the City of 
Somerville independent of this Project. If that should happen, a limited number (likely two) short-term pick-up/drop-
off spaces will be provided at the current location of the bus stop. The details of that arrangement will be worked out 
at that time with the Mobility Division if this change is made. The existing parallel parking spaces along Foley Street 
will be eliminated to accommodate a new raised separated bicycle lane which will be installed as part of this Project. 
While parking will not be provided along the Site’s Harold Cohen Way frontage, there will be an approximately 54-
foot-long pick-up/drop-off area centrally located along the east side of this block. A sign will be posted clearly 
designating the limited use of this area.  

Secured bicycle parking (approximately 150 total spaces) will be provided on the ground floor within the building, and 
short-term bicycle parking for visitors and retail patrons is located at key locations surrounding the building. 

Loading 

A two-vehicle loading bay contained within the south side of the building footprint will be located roughly 55 feet to 
the east of Harold Cohen Way. Both loading bays will accommodate single-unit trucks with a 30-foot maximum length 
(SU-30 size). Trash/recycling service also will be handled from this area with the trash truck momentarily stopping on 
Harold Cohen Way to do so as opposed to physically entering the building.  

Site Plans and Supporting Graphics 
For general reference, an illustrative Project Site plan has been provided with the attachments to this TAP. The 
required additional graphics highlighting the planned vehicular/loading, bicycle, and pedestrian access have been 
provided.  

Illustrative Plans 

Refer to Figure 1a for a plan depicting the general proposed ground floor layout of the Site. The internal building 
elements shown are based on the current conceptual-level design by the Project team and will continue to be revised 
as the Site design evolves. A plan highlighting the general nature of the landscape amenities proposed as part of the 
Project is provided in Figure 1b. These plans are intended to highlight the proposed ground-level floor use and the 
proposed landscaping approach. Both plans are at a scale of 1” = 20’. Details regarding the existing and future 
roadway configurations surrounding the Site can be found under the Transportation Elements Plans discussed below.   
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Transportation Elements Plan 

Refer to Figures 2a and 2b for the existing and future transportation elements plans (each which are at a scale of 1” = 
20’). These plans depict the travel lanes, bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, and on-street parking spaces in the 
immediate vicinity of the Site. The future transportation elements plan (Figure 2b) shows the proposed installation of 
separated bike lanes on Foley Street. The Proponent also will continue to work with the Mobility Division to explore 
the possibility of this Project converting the existing southbound Grand Union Boulevard separated bike lane into a 
further enhanced facility within the sidewalk adjacent to the Site. The precise configuration and alignment of these 
new facilities will be refined through further consultation by the Project with the Somerville Mobility Division.  

Motor Vehicle Parking Plan 

Refer to Figure 3 for a plan showing the vehicle access to the Project Site, loading docks, and the access and egress for 
the planned structured parking on the first two levels of the building.  

Pedestrian Access Plan 

Refer to Figure 4 for a plan depicting the Project sidewalk network and general building entrance locations. 

Bicycle Parking Plan  

The Project also will include short- and long-term bicycle parking storage in compliance with the Somerville Zoning 
Ordinance. Refer to Figure 5 for the bicycle parking plan. The ground floor of the building will feature two separate 
bike rooms. One of the bike rooms will be located south of and adjacent to the commercial/retail space, and an 
additional bike room will be provided at the southerly end of the building adjacent to the ramp leading to/from the 
second level of the garage. A small bike repair facility will be provided within one of the bike rooms for use by 
residents. The exact location and number of bicycle parking spaces provided within each room may change as the 
building design is refined, but an overall total of approximately 150 bicycle parking spaces will be provided. The 
location and general layout of the bike rooms are shown in Figure 7. This interior parking will be available for all 
Project tenants. The exact location, configuration, and other details of the bike rooms will be determined by the 
Project team as the building design is developed further.  

The Project will also provide short-term bicycle racks within 50 feet of each primary building entrance. The exact 
location of the racks will be determined during the Site Plan Approval process. A standard bicycle rack configuration 
for the short-term exterior bicycle parking also is attached as Figure 6 for reference.  

In addition to the Project bicycle parking, there also are multiple existing Bluebikes stations near the Site. One station 
is located at the northwest corner of the adjacent Grand Union Boulevard/Foley Street intersection. Another station is 
located one block further to the south adjacent to the Alta residential building at the northwest corner of the Grand 
Union Boulevard/Revolution Drive intersection. A Bluebikes station is also located at the southerly Assembly Station 
headhouse on Revolution Drive to the southeast of the Site. Additionally, new bicycle-sharing stations are planned to 
be installed at the nearby Assembly Innovation Park and 74 Middlesex Avenue development sites which currently are 
under construction to the west.  
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Vehicle Movement Plans 

Vehicle turning movement diagrams (formatted to 1” = 20’ scale) are provided attached in Figures 7a through 7g. The 
underlying base plan depicts the planned configuration of the roadways surrounding the Site following improvements 
to be implemented by the Project. These demonstrate the ability of resident vehicles, and other vehicles visiting the 
Site, to navigate in and out of the garage and the proposed loading area to be served by the largest expected vehicle 
for the building. As noted earlier, for deliveries this will be a single unit SU-30 truck.  

Garage Plan 

The design and configuration of the parking garages will continue to be refined as the Project design advances. 
However, the parking shown in the accompanying should represent that general supply provided and columns and 
other supporting garage infrastructure likely will require the loss of some spaces currently shown conceptually. 
Figures 8a and 8b show the parking layouts which currently have been developed at a conceptual level. These figures 
(formatted to 1” = 20’ scale) also include graphics showing precisely how the bicycle parking rooms will be accessed 
from inside and outside of the building.  
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Attachments 
• Illustrative Site Plans 
• Transportation Elements Plan – Existing and Proposed  
• Access / Parking Plans: 

o Motor Vehicle Site Access/Distribution 
o Pedestrian Access Plan 
o Bicycle Parking / Access Plan 
o Typical Bicycle Rack Detail  

• Vehicle Tracking Diagrams 
• Garage Plans  
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• Illustrative Site Plan  



Figure 1a
Illustrative Site Plan

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts



Figure 1b
Illustrative Landscape Plan

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts
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• Transportation Elements Plan – Existing and Proposed   
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Figure 2a
Existing Transportation Elements Plan 

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts
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Figure 2b
Proposed Transportation Elements Plan 

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts
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• Access Plans  



Figure 3
Motor Vehicle Site Access/Distribution

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts

Principal Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)
Secondary Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)

Arriving 

Departing

Note: retail space building entrances subject to change depending on 
needs of final tenant(s); to be coordinated with City staff.



Figure 4
Pedestrian Access Plan

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts

Auto Workers Way crosswalk

Auto Workers Way crosswalk

EXISTING FOLEY STREET AND 
HAROLD COHEN WAY CROSSWALKS

GRAND UNION BOULEVARD / FOLEY STREET 
CROSSWALKS / SIGNALIZED PEDESTRIAN PHASE 

Pedestrian Circulation Principal Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)
Secondary Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)

Note: retail space building entrances subject to change depending on 
needs of final tenant(s); to be coordinated with City staff.



Figure 5
Bicycle Access Plan

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts

Principal Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)
Secondary Building Entrance (general location; 
see architectural plans for detail)
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Typical Bicycle Rack Detail
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• Vehicle Tracking Diagrams 
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• Garage Plans 
 



Figure 8a
Proposed Garage Layout – Ground Level

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts



Figure 8b
Proposed Garage Layout – Second Level

375 Harold Cohen Way
Somerville, Massachusetts
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