
 

City of Somerville 

URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION 
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143 

 
27 JUNE 2023 MEETING MINUTES 

 
This meeting was conducted via remote participation on GoToWebinar. 
 
 

NAME TITLE STATUS ARRIVED 

Sarah Lewis Co-Chair Present  

Cortney Kirk Acting Co-Chair Present  

Frank Valdes Member Absent  

Deborah Fennick Member Present  

Andrew Arbaugh Member Absent  

Cheri Ruane Member Absent  

Tim Talun Member Present  

Tim Houde Alternate  Present  

 
City staff present: Andrew Graminski (Planning, Preservation, & Zoning), Wendy Sczechowicz (Planning, 
Preservation, & Zoning) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:08pm and adjourned at 7:36pm. 
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: Meeting Minutes 
 
Following a motion by Member Talun, seconded by Member Fennick, the Board voted unanimously (3-0) to 
approve the 14 March 2023 and 28 March 2023 meeting minutes. 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW: 142 Cross Street 
(continued from 25 April 2023) 

 
It was noted that there was a quorum issue for this item. The Commission will take up this item at a future 
meeting. 
 
Following a motion by Member Talun, seconded by Member Houde, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to 
continue 142 Cross Street to the next meeting that the applicant can attend and at which there is the appropriate 
Commission quorum. 
 

RESULT: CONTINUED 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW: 720-722 Broadway 
 
The Commission discussed that there is a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for this project with the Historic 
Preservation Commission. There are certain parts of this building that cannot be reviewed, but the Commission can 
consider the other parts and the public realm. Staff explained that the MOA is a covenant for the design for a 
portion of this building, 720 Broadway, and cannot be changed. The Commission still has purview over 722 
Broadway.  
 



The applicant team gave a brief overview of the project; a four-story building  with a gross floor area of 35,824 s.f. 
with 4,00 s.f. of commercial space on the ground floor, along with a residential lobby. The property will allow a 
space for Lyndell’s Bakery. There is an intention to bring historical elements into the design of the façade of the 
building. The applicant team reviewed three different façade options.  
 
There was discussion regarding the façade design. The applicant team explained that the intent is to introduce 
contemporary elements and materials without making a complete replication of a historic building.  
 
The Commission asked about potential street trees along Broadway. The applicant team stated that there are 
many utilities running up the sidewalk in this area of Broadway that will likely make this infeasible. The 
Commission noted that it is important for the corner of Ball Square to have a more enhanced public realm; 
opportunities for this project should be thoroughly discussed with Staff. 
 
There was discussion regarding the proposed signage and proportions of the building. The Commission noted that 
there should be a cohesive overall language for the building, per the guidelines.  
 
The Commission noted that they were leaning toward option #1, as presented. There was discussion regarding 
exploring another option for an overall cohesive goal of the two buildings. Staff explained that the MOA does not 
specify that the historic portion of the building needs to look different from the other portion of the building. The 
applicant team agreed to explore options regarding the cohesiveness of the two buildings. 
 
Following a motion by Member Talun, seconded by Member Fennick, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to 
continue 720-722 Broadway to explore option #1 further and to explore an option #4 that incorporates the historic 
building into a more unified building. 
 

RESULT: CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE: These minutes constitute a summary of the votes and key discussions at this meeting. A recording of these 
proceedings can be accessed at any time by using the registration link at the top of the meeting agenda.  
 


