
PZ 23-036 - Rogers Ave 118 Narrative 
 
The property located at 118 Rogers Avenue in Somerville Massachusetts has an existing 
ground floor deck at the rear of the building. The existing deck currently does not conform to the 
current rear setback and encroaches on it roughly 3’-4”. As this non-conformity is already 
existing, and subsequently allows for a special permit review, it is hoped that the homeowners 
might be permitted modification such that a reconfigured ground level and second floor porch 
deck would extend an additional 5+ feet, to roughly 8’-9” into the setback. A dimension suitable 
to accommodate outdoor table and chairs. 

The creation of an upper-level porch deck will provide meaningful outdoor space for this already 
non-conforming footprint. The second-floor homeowners have endured fourteen years of 
“interior only” space. They have no direct access to exterior space presently. The creation of a 
new upper-level porch will greatly improve their quality of life via the enabling of direct outdoor 
access from their home. 

In good faith, and to help balance this request, the correcting of non-conforming Lot Coverage is 
proposed as part of the project. Replacement of the existing non-permeable paved driveway 
with permeable pavers would bring Lot Coverage percentage for the property back to below the 
Zoning Ordinance maximum. Roughly 67% is presently covered. Replacing existing pavement 
with permeable pavers would reduce Lot Coverage to 48%, inclusive of the additional porch 
deck ask. 

 

 

 


