Somerville Council on Aging Book Club

Everyone is welcome to join our Book Club Third Friday of each month

Holland Street Center 10:00 am — 11:30 am

PROFESSOR

P MADMAN

The Professor and the Madman Simon Winchester 242 pg Friday February 17

ATale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary

By the late 1890s the huge OED project was nearly half done, and the editor at the time, Professor James
Murray, felt the need to meet and personally thank Dr. William Minor, with whom he had been in lengthy
contact and who had contributed a lion's share of the quotations. As it turned out, Dr. Minor was an
American surgeon who many years before had been found not guilty of murder by reason of insanity but had

been incarcerated in an English asylum ever since. The tale of their affiliation and friendship reads like a
creatively conceived novel.

When Women Were Dragons  Kelly Barnhill 349 pg Friday March 17

A rollicking feminist tale set in 1950s America where thousands of women have spontaneously
| transformed into dragons, exploding notions of a woman's place in the world and expanding
minds about accepting others for who they really are. * Alex Green is a young girl in a world much
like ours, except for its most seminal event: the Mass Dragoning of 1955, when hundreds of
thousands of ordinary wives and mothers sprouted wings, scales, and talons; left a trail of fiery destruction in
their path; and took to the skies. Was it their choice? What will become of those left behind? When Women
Were Dragons exposes a world that wants to keep women small--their lives and their prospects--and
examines what happens when they rise en masse and take up the space they deserve.

% A The Feather Thief Kirk Wallace Johnson 308 pg Friday April 20
FEATHER

On a cool June evening in 2009, after performing a concert at London's Royal Academy of
Music, twenty-year-old American flautist Edwin Rist boarded a train for a suburban outpost

——~wmm Of the British Museum of Natural History. Home to one of the largest ornithological collections

in the world, the Tring museum was full of rare bird specimens whose gorgeous feathers were

worth staggering amounts of money to the men who shared Edwin's obsession: the Victorian art of salmon
fly-tying. Once inside the museum, Edwin grabbed hundreds of bird skins--some collected 150 years earlier-
-and escaped into the darkness. What would possess a person to steal dead birds? What became of Edwin
and the missing skins? The gripping story of a bizarre and shocking crime, The FeatherThief is a fascinating
exploration of obsession, and man's destructive instinct to harvest the beauty of nature.




