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%r,,f%% City of Somerville

: PLANNING, PRESERVATION, & ZONING

%% City Hall 3™ Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

June 2, 2022

60 Cross Street Investment LLC
c/o Melissa Mintz

72 Mt. Auburn Street,
Watertown, MA 02472

Dear Melissa,

Your application for a Plan Revision to your approved plans at McGrath Hwy 771 (779) /Mystic Ave 240
(PB2014-31 as amended, and also known as 60 Cross Street East), case number P&Z22-075, has been
deemed de minimis and accepted. Please see notes below numbered to correspond to the attached

exhibits.

Eversource directed the Applicant to install both a transformer and a transclosure. To
accommodate both pieces of equipment and satisfy Eversource’s location, sizing, and
clearance requirements, this area of the site had to be redesigned.

To accommodate changes to the building footprint (previously approved via a PUD
amendment), the minimum sidewalk width along the westerly property line has been reduced
from 9.5 feet to 7.5 feet (including a 2.5-foot green strip) and the driveway width has been
reduced to 18 feet. There are no changes are proposed to the total number of street trees
and bike racks along the western property line.

Mystic Avenue frontage maintains the existing landscaped area on the north side of the
building and will have a new bituminous path on the south side of the five existing mature
trees in this area, with and existing mature tree and two approved shade trees planted along
the south side of the path. Three post lights will be replaced by wall-mounted lights to
illuminate the new path.

The units on the eastern side, facing the park, are accessed from several long stoops
accessed by two sets of stairs and a sloped walk as a transition between the finished floor
elevation and the grades of the multi-use path included in the approved design for the former
Harris Park.

The City requested a minor modification to the curved roadway edge where Cross Street
East terminates and transitions to a new multi-use path within the former roadway right-of-
way. However, as required by the conditions of approval, a flat or flush granite curb will be
installed between the asphalt roadway and the sidewalk in this area as well as between the
asphalt and the new path.

The location of the bike rack near the service court conflicts with an existing mature tree.
These racks will be relocated to the south side of the building and the trash and recycling
receptacles in this corner will be eliminated.

The row of 15 trees along the site’s southern property line between the service court and
Garfield Avenue will be changed to multi-stem deciduous trees for safety reasons.

A correction is made to the number of mike racks to coordinate with condition #25 - 12 bike
racks are shown providing 24 bike spaces.

As required by SZ0 §5.3.8, | find that the proposed change;

i. Changes would not contravene the legal notice, any finding, or condition of the SPGA in the original
approval,

ii. Changes would not detrimentally impact matters of substance identified in meeting minutes of
original hearings;



iii. Changes would not alter the character of the development; and
iv. Changes would be so insignificant as not to be noticeable to persons generally familiar with the
original approval.

Please check additional outstanding conditions of the approval and bring the stamped plans to the
Inspectional Services so that they may proceed with your project. If you have not done so already,
contact Planning Staff at least five working days in advance of a request for a final inspection by
Inspectional Services to ensure the proposal was constructed in accordance with the revised plans and
the conditions attached to the approval.

Sincerely,

g1 . S .
y 2

Sarah Lewis, RA, LEED-AP, CNU-A
Director of Planning, Preservation, & Zoning

Cc: file
ISD
Peter Lee
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