
February 2020 PTAC Meeting:
City Update

May 2021 PTAC Meeting:
City Update



• MassDOT Project Updates

• NACTO Training and Workshop

• Parking Study Update

• Development Review

• Project Updates

Agenda



MassDOT Project Update



• Mid-year budget approval for NACTO support
– Examine current organization of transportation-related roles 

and responsibilities in the City
– Forum to discuss current processes; what's working well and 

what needs improvement

• Interdepartmental workshops on 4/29 and 4/30
– Included Finance, Planning & Zoning, PSUF, Parking, DPW, IAM-

Engineering
– Focus on the transportation project delivery process from end to end

• Initial takeaways and next steps
– Establish and document clear processes and workflows

• Consistent community engagement
• Internal kick-off meetings
• Analysis of existing conditions and project evaluation framework
• Standardize internal feedback loop

NACTO Training Workshop with City Staff



USDOT MUTCD Reform Advocacy

https://nacto.org/program/modernizing-federal-standards/

https://nacto.org/program/modernizing-federal-standards/


Parking Study Update
• Curb inventory (Phase 1) continues 

– Targeting 6/30 inventory completion
– Occupancy data collection to follow

• 12.5 curb miles in squares/commercial corridors; 20 curb miles on residential streets
– OSPCD/Parking filing request to council to use license plate app function

• Policy study (Phase 2) RFP responses under staff evaluation
– Bid period closed 5/12
– Targeting 7/1 +/- contract start 
– Fall repeat of occupancy data collection included in scope

• Parking Study Task Force developing a community survey
– Objective: Identify and measure parking behavior and impacts of parking policies in both residential and 

commercial areas of the City.
– Respondents will be asked to make choices, choose between tradeoffs, rather than unconstrained preferences 
– Responses will feed into Phase 2 outreach and recommendations



• What is Development Review?
– Planning and Zoning Development Review website: Development Review 

– Somerville Zoning Ordinance
– Development Review Application: Microsoft Word - DRSR - Development 

Review Submittal Requirements.docx (netdna-ssl.com)

• How does Mobility factor in?
– Mobility Management Plans
– Transportation Impact Studies
– Transportation Access Plans
– More info.:

• Development Review tab on OSPCD - Mobility Division | City of Somerville 
(somervillema.gov)

• What types of developments do we review and what do we 
require?

Mobility Division Development Review

https://www.somervillezoning.com/developmentreview/
http://3pb8cv933tuz26rfz3u13x17-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/DRSR-Development-Review-Submittal-Requirements.pdf
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/office-strategic-planning-and-community-development-ospcd/ospcd-mobility-division


• How does Mobility factor in?
– Mobility Management Plans

• WHAT: focused on transportation demand management, mode shift, changing commuting behavior
• WHO:

– 20 or more units
– 50,000 sf or more of commercial space
– Hotels, commercial parking, non-residential with 50 or more employees

– Transportation Impact Studies
• WHAT:

– Analyze the projected impacts of the proposed development on surrounding intersections and roadways
– Analyze existing conditions of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure; important source of data and focuses mitigation on 

pedestrian infrastructure, transit access, and bike infrastructure improvements
• WHO:

– 20 or more units
– Greater than 50,000 sf of gross floor area
– Greater than 25,000 sf or more of commercial space
– Specific uses defined in Development Review Application requirements
– Thresholds for exemptions to encourage the construction of less parking

– Transportation Access Plans
• WHAT: Pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular access and circulation at a development
• WHO: Any development requiring Site Plan Approval – proposing changes to curbs, sidewalks, on-street 

parking, pavement markings, street ROW

Mobility Division Development Review



• Submit approval of Mobility 
Management Plan

• Submit Transportation 
Impact Study

• Submit Transportation 
Access Plan

• Submit Mobility 
Management Plan for 
review and approval by 
Mobility

• Transportation Impact 
Study Scope

Pre-submittal, initial 
neighborhood meetings 
and design development

Staff report, recommended 
conditions, Planning Board 

Review, and decision



What types of developments do we review and what do we require?

Smallish (~20-30 unit) residential developments
- One month MBTA pass for new residents (up to 2/household)
- One month Blue Bikes memberships for new residents (up to 2/household)
- Real time transit information

Specific uses (cannabis retailers)
- Long and short-term bike parking with wayfinding signage
- Annual monitoring and reporting of employee and customer mode of travel

Large developments (lab, retail, office space) (100,000 – 500,000 sqft)
- Parking spaces for EV charging
- Parking spaces for carpool
- Sponsorship of Blue Bikes station
- Membership in a Transportation Management Agency

Mobility Division Development Review



• Lower Medford Street
– Repaving completed on May 12
– Pavement markings and flex post installation expected over the next few weeks, weather permitting

• Somerville Avenue
– Raised crosswalks under construction this week Linden Street to Rossmore Street
– Final streetscape work continues on south side (pavers, planters, irrigation, trees)
– Prep work for final paving West of Prospect St (paving expected later in June) 

• College Avenue
– Startup work is underway, and includes drainage work at Morrison Avenue and Francesca Avenue
– Sidewalk work to begin mid June starting at Powder House Circle and working toward Davis Square

• MassDOT Shared Streets Grant Projects
– Mystic Ave. Bus Lane – pavement markings planned for 5/24
– Wellington Br. Bike Lanes – pavement markings planned for early June

• Powder House Circle
– Work planned to start in July/August
– PTAC opportunity: help with outreach and education; messaging around removal of signals

Other Quick Project Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
East Wash – floating bus stops expected over the summer, waiting on schedule details from GLX



• Spring pavement markings priorities
– Broadway bike lanes green; Central Broadway legends
– Neighborways and red-backed crosswalks
– Bow St. refresh; Elm St refresh

• Western Washington
– Project evaluation to be completed soon; can present at June PTAC
– Getting some pushback on parking removal; protected bike lanes

• Pearl Street
– Working towards 25% design now, sooner is better for input on conceptual design – ideally before next PTAC meeting
– Type of input needed: Recommendations on traffic calming locations and treatment type priorities, feedback on direction of conceptual design

• Piloting using the resurfacing program for dispersed intersection treatments – based on intersection scoring analysis
– Transitioning tactical interventions to permanent safety improvements at intersections on Neighborways

• Gilman St at Walnut St
• Gilman St at Cross St
• Oliver St at Glen St
• Oliver St at Franklin St

– Other higher priority intersections
• Temple at Heath/Sewall
• Cross et Everett

• Piloting corridor level ‘light construction’ traffic calming on streets identified as high speed or with multiple high scoring intersections
– Including speed humps/tables on

• Jaques St
• Fellsway W
• Franklin St
• Cross St

– Contract specs/docs in process for a CDBG funded project

Other Quick Project Updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
East Wash – floating bus stops expected over the summer, waiting on schedule details from GLX



Upcoming:
• 5/22; 9am – 3pm: Kensington Connector Art Installation

• 5/26; 6pm: SASS Highway Justice Walk/Rally

• 6/3; 6:30 - 8pm: Bike Committee (first Thursday of every month)

• 6/8; 6:30 - 8pm: Commission for Persons with Disabilities (second 
Tuesday of every month)

Recent/Upcoming Meetings
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