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May 11, 1989

RESOLUTION

Our proposed revision of the original Sanctuary Resolution
(April 1988) makes only a few changes to bring it up to date as
shown below. Two references we suggest be deleted are Lhracketed
and_underlinedl: the one change is bolded.

SOMERVILLE SANCTUARY CITY RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Whereas, the United States has historically served as a haven for
refugees of religious and political persecution, and

Whereas, many thousands of refugees from around the world are currently
fleeing from the violence and human rights vieolations that persist in
their countries, and have come to the U.5., in search of safte havern, and

Whereas, many persecuted people, particularly from Central Amesrica,
Haiti, Brazil and Ireland have come to Somerville whare they have
become productive members of ow community, and

Whereas, the concept of abserving basic human rights and providing aid
to victims of conflict is mandated by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Geneva Conventiors, and customary international law, and

Whereas, the U.S. Refugee Act of 1980 established an asylum status which
can beg granted at the discretion of the federal government to any refugee,
defined as a person "who, owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race, religiacn, nationality, membership of a particular
socrial group or peolitical opinion, is cutside his or her country of
nationality and is unwilling or unable to avail him/herselft of the
protection of that country", and

Whereas, the United States has granted Extended Voluntary Departure
“(temporary suspenzion of deportation) to nationals of Afghanistan,
Ethopia, Foland and Uganda, but has denied it to Salvadorans and
Guatemalans Lthrough the recent conaressional defeab of the Mosklev-

Cbeconcini billl, and

Whereas, in resporse to this situation, some 250 religious communities
across the nation, including one here is Somerville, have elected to

provide sanctuary to refugees from Central America, in the belief that
they are acting in accordance with international and federal law, and

Whereas, 19 cities, including ouwr neighbors in Cambridge and Brookline,
and the state of Wisconsin have declared themselves as sanchtuearies, cities
and states of refuge for the oppressed, and

Whereas, the city of Somerville has a diverse cultuwral heritage and
multi-~national population, of which the City is proud, and has historically
welcocomed newcomsrs, and
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