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KEEP YOUR EYE ON US
 Never fear, there will be Strat-O-Matic Baseball in early 
2021. You can help decide what that looks like.
	 There’s	never	been	a	better	time	to	check	in	for	announcements	
from	Strat-O-Matic	at	www.strat-o-matic.com,	Facebook	and	Twitter.
 Soon, watch for a survey especially for fans of Strat-O-Matic 
Baseball	on	the	ways	SOM	is	considering	supplementing	its	regular	
ratings	 of	 the	 shortened	 2020	 Major	 League	 season.	 The	 game	
company	is	seeking	a	large	response	from	the	Strat	community	to	
determine	interest	in	some	innovative	options.
	 Get	 your	 pre-orders	 in	 first	 for	 Strat-O-Matic	 Pro	 Football,	
College	Football,	Hockey	and	Basketball.	
	 As	 always,	 be	 alert	 for	 SOM’s	 announcement	 of	 the	 next	
classic	baseball	season	in	Super	Advanced	format.	
 Then discover what special surprises we have in store for Strat-
O-Matic’s	 60th	 anniversary	 in	 2021	 (Hint:	 Think	 cards,	 computer	
products, online treats and apps!). 
 See you there.

NEW THIS SUMMER FROM

	 We	know	from	your	orders	of	card	sets,	Windows	
games	 and	 Baseball	 365	 leagues	 that	 Strat-O-Matic	 is	
filling	 a	 void	 while	 we	 have	 been	 denied	 live	 baseball,	
basketball, football and hockey, and while people are 
spending	more	time	at	home.
	 We	are	gratified	by	your	choice	of	Strat-O-Matic	as	
your indoor sport.
	 But	we	also	are	mindful	of	why	you	are	home	and	
why	live	sports	have	been	absent.	The	health	and	mental	
well-being	 of	 the	 Strat-O-Matic	 community	 are	 in	 our	
thoughts	 every	 day.	 Each	 order	 filled	 is	 a	 reminder	 of	
our	shared	circumstances	and	a	reminder	that	everyone	
at	 Strat-O-Matic	 knows	 someone	 who	 has	 suffered	 the	
effects of the Coronavirus.
	 Please	know	that	each	delivery	from	Strat-O-Matic	
includes thoughts for your safety and happiness. Each 
new way we create for you to enjoy the hobby we love is 
an	expression	of	affection	and	appreciation.
 Stay safe. Stay healthy.  Strat-on.

STAY SAFE. STAY HEALTHY. STRAT-ON.

FOOTBALL
Strat-O-Matic Pro Football 2020

2019 NFL season
1960 NFL season

Strat-O-Matic College Football 2020 
with the 2019 NCAA season

ETA: Pro in Mid-August,
 College in Late August

HOCKEY
Strat-O-Matic Hockey 2020

2019-20 NHL season
1987-88 NHL season
1945-46 NHL season
1980 Olympics cards
ETA: Late September

BASKETBALL
Strat-O-Matic Basketball 2020

2019-20 NBA season
ETA: November

PRE-ORDERS BEGIN:
FOOTBALL, HOCKEY: JULY 29

BASKETBALL: TBA
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	 The	wait	for	2020	sports	game-play,	
Strat-O-Matic-style,	is	almost	over.	It	begins	
with	the	chance	to	relive	one	of	the	most	
exciting	National	Football	League	seasons	
ever.
	 In	a	season	where	seven	teams	won	
at	least	11	games,	the	top-scoring	team	from	
each	 conference	 met	 in	 the	 Super	 Bowl.	
Playing	in	the	first	Super	Bowl	since	1969,	
when the Chiefs won in the last season of 
their	 American	 Football	 League,	 Patrick	
Mahomes	passed	for	two	fourth-quarter	TDs	
to	erase	a	20-10	deficit	against	a	team	built	
to	resist	comebacks	with	stout	defense	and	
power	running:	The	San	Francisco	49ers
	 The	 Baltimore	 Ravens	 flashed	 the	
NFL’s	 best	 record	 (14-2)	 thanks	 to	 flashy	
MVP	 QB	 Lamar	 Jackson,	 who	 combined	
explosive	 designed	 runs	 and	 scrambles	
(1,206	 yards	 rushing,	 6.9	 avg)	 with	 a	
league-best	 36	 TD	 passes	 against	 just	 6	
interceptions.
	 Green	Bay,	with	QB	Aaron	Rodgers	
(26	 TD	 passes,	 4	 interceptions)	 and	 19-
TD	 RB	 Aaron	 Jones,	 also	 won	 13	 games,	
as	 did	 New	 Orleans,	 where	 QB	 Drew	
Brees	(74.3%	completions,	27	TD	passes),	
RB	 Alvin	 Kamara	 (4.7	 rush	 avg	 and	 97	
receptions)	and	WR	Michael	Thomas	(149	
catches),	 lead	 a	 team	 that	 scored	 30+	
points	11	times.	
	 Tennessee	 RB	 Derrick	 Henry	 also	
emerged	 as	 a	 superstar,	 leading	 the	 NFL	
with	1,540	rush	yards	and	tying	Jones	for	
the	league	lead	with	16	rushing	TDs.	Titans	
Ryan	 Tannehill	 led	 all	 QBs	 with	 a	 117.3	
passer rating.

 

	 Here’s	your	chance	to	find	out	if	
LSU’s	Joe	Burrow	has	the	best	Strat-O-Mat-
ic passing card ever. 
	 Here’s	your	chance	to	find	out	if	you	
can	find	a	team	to	beat	Burrow’s	undefeated	
national	champions,	the	team	that	whipped	
five	 top-10	 teams,	 including	 a	 post-season	
run	 against	 three	 top-five	 teams	 that	 LSU	
conquered	by	a	combined	score	of	142-63.
	 Burrow’s	 credentials	 are	 no	 less	
spectacular:	 Undefeated	 season.	 National	
Championship.	 Heisman	 Trophy.	 No.1	
pick	 in	 the	 NFL	 draft.	 It	 will	 be	 tough	 to	
top	the	season	of	LSU	QB	Joe	Burrow	and	
his	 Strat-O-Matic	 card	 may	 be	 irresistible.	
Burrow	 had	 nine	 games	 with	 at	 least	 four	
touchdowns	passes	in	2019,	against	the	most	
difficult	schedule	of	any	of	the	quarterback	
prospects	in	this	year’s	draft.	In	LSU’s	final	
three	 games	 --	 the	 SEC	 championship	 and	
the	 Tigers’	 two	 College	 Football	 Playoff	
games	--	Burrow	completed	70	percent	of	his	
passes	for	an	average	of	435	yards,	and	he	
threw	16	touchdowns	and	no	interceptions.
	 In	all,	it	may	be	the	greatest	season	of	
any college football player after factoring 
in	 LSU’s	 schedule:	 60	 touchdowns,	 5,671	
yards	passing,	76.3	completion	percentage	
and	just	6	interceptions.
	 And	 yet,	 because	 Strat-O-Matic’s	
unique	 head-to-head	 play	 (against	 human	
or	 computer	 foe)	 and	 Tournament	 Mode	
are so addictive, you can parade  a long 
list	of	challengers	to	LSU’s	throne.	
	 Twenty	 teams	 won	 at	 least	 11	
games.	Five	teams	each	in	the	Big	Ten	and	
American	Athletic	Conference	won	at	least	
10.	Runner-up	Clemson	and	Ohio	State	did	
not	 lose	 until	 the	 national	 championship	
playoffs.	Oklahoma,	the	other	playoff	team,	
got there by handing Baylor its only Big 12 
loss.	Oregon	and	Utah,	two	of	the	five	top-
10	teams	to	lose	to	an	unranked	team,	lost	
their	 shot	 at	 the	 national	 championship	 in	
those	 games,	 their	 only	 losses	 in	 the	 PAC-
12. 
	 In	 all,	 27	 teams	 won	 at	 least	 10	
games.	Add	nine-win	Auburn	(No.	14)	and	
Michigan	(No.	18),	the	only	ranked	teams	
with fewer than 10 wins, and you are well on 
your	way	to	a	dandy	32-team	tournament	
using	Strat-O-Matic’s	Tournament	Mode.

	 Speedier	 Netplay,	 more	 freedom	
for	speedy	Lamar	Jackson,	a	new	rule	for	
free-kick returns and other conveniences 
for	 gamers	 highlight	 the	 improvements	 in	
Strat-O-Matic’s	 forthcoming	 release	 of	 its	
Pro	Football	game	for	Windows.
 As usual, the new release will be 
necessary	 to	 play	 the	 latest	 NFL	 season	
(2019)	via	Windows.	It	also	will	be	needed	
for	the	Strat-O-Matic’s	latest	classic	season,	
1960.
	 Strat-O-Matic	 Pro	 Football	 2020	
streamlines	 Netplay	 by	 capping	 the	
amount	 of	 delay	 allowed	 for	 animation	
speed,	 speeding	 the	 animation	 of	 dice	
rolls,	 producing	 immediate	 display	 of	 the	
dice	rolls/random	numbers	in	the	Pass	Rush	
Matchup and disabling the scrolling of 
play-by-play	text.
	 In	 combination,	 these	 measures	
“should	improve	your	Netplay	experience	
when playing against others” who have 
these	 more	 time-consuming	 settings	
activated for their Windows play, the SOM 
Help	File	says.		
	 NFL	 MVP	 Lamar	 Jackson’s	 record-
setting	 running	 in	 2019	 will	 result	 in	 an	
electric	card,	and	to	give	his	End	Runs	full	
wattage,	he	will	be	allowed	more	of	them	
than	other	Pistol-rated	quarterbacks.	Under	
standard	rating,	Jackson	would	have	been	
limited	to	eight	End	Runs	per	game	(six	plus	
two	more	for	being	a	Pistol	QB),	but	a	new	
rule	 will	 increase	 his	 limit	 to	 10.	 	 Jackson	
alone	gets	this	benefit,	but	the	new	formula	
applies	 to	 any	 future	 quarterback	 with	 at	
least	9.5	rushes	per	the	number	of	games	
his	team	played.
	 The	 other	 rule	 change	 improves	
realism	by	permitting	longer	returns	when	a	
team	makes	a	free-kick	punt	after	suffering	
a	safety.	If	the	return	results	is	a	fair	catch,	
0 yards or positive yards, roll two dice 

DERRICK HENRY, 
LAMAR JACKSON, 
PATRICK MAHOMES:
Young Superstars Ready 
to Shine on Your Tabletop 
and Computer Screen

STRAT-O-MATIC PRO 
FOOTBALL 2020
Lamar Jackson Just Got 
More Dangerous

Can LSU Win Them All 
Against You?

(continued on page 3)
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 The National Hockey League may have had to end 
its regular season at around 70 games per team, but the 
thrilling season had many players with look-alike full-season 
stats.
	 Boston’s	David	Pastrnak	 tied	perennial	 goal-scoring	
champ	Alex	Ovechkin	with	48	goals	and	Toronto’s	Auston	
Matthews threatened to overtake them both with 47. 
Edmonton’s	Leon	Drisaitl	and	the	Rangers’	Mike	Zibanejad	
also topped 40 goals on a list of 17 skaters with at least 30.
	 Draisaitl	led	the	NHL	with	67	assists,	110	points	and	
41.3 goals created, even better than slick teammate Connor 
McDavid,	who	was	 second	with	63	assists	 and	97	points.	
The	Rangers’	Artemi	Panarin	also	had	63	assists.	He	 tied	
Pastrnak	for	third	with	95	points.	
	 Among	 the	 many	 other	 superstars	 in	 today’s	 NHL,	
Colorado’s	 Nathan	MacKinnon	 stood	 out	with	 a	 35-58-93	
season.	Teammate	Ryan	Graves	led	in	plus/minus	at	+40	
and	teammate	Cale	Makar	led	all	rookies	with	50	points	as	
a	defenseman	and	a	Calder	Trophy	finalist.
	 In	 goal,	 Tampa	 Bay’s	 Andrei	 Vasilevskiy	 led	 with	
35	 wins,	 Anaheim’s	 Anthony	 Stolarz	 and	 Florida’s	 Chris	
Driedger	led	with	a	2.05	goals-against-average	and	Dallas’	
Anton	Khudobin	was	tops	in	save	percentage	at	.930,	--	one	
of	11	netminders	with	at	least	.920.	
 Boston reached 100 points without the full season 
and	five	others	were	likely	to	do	so,	including	other	division	
winners	St.	Louis,	Vegas	and	Washington.	Half	 the	 league	
was	on	pace	for	90	points.

NHL
update

again,	add	them	and	improve	the	return	by	that	number	of	yards.	
However,	if	the	original	return	was	for	negative	yards,	accept	that.	
Without	this	change,	punt	returns	seldom	would	yield	the	expected	
return	yardage	on	a	free	kick,	which	are	almost	never	fair-caught.
CONVENIENCE
	 Several	improvements	make	using	the	Windows	game	more	
convenient:
	 •Now	 get	 to	 League	 Manager	 directly	 from	 the	 Game	
Screen	without	having	to	re-route	through	your	computer	Desktop.	
Instead	of	manually	launching	League	Manager	from	a	game,	a	
new	Exit	Dialog	provides	an	option	 to	go	 the	League	Manager.	
Even	easier,	if	a	league	game	was	launched	automatically	by	the	
League	 Manager	 exiting	 the	 game	 returns	 back	 to	 the	 League	

Manager.
	 •Now	 retain	 reports	 sent	 to	 the	 Cloud	 for	 as	 long	 as	 a	
year,	up	from	30	days	(as	long	as	SOM’s	server	capacity	is	not	
overwhelmed).		
	 •Breeze	through	installation	with	the	option	to	“Select	All”	
or “Select None” of the various roster sub-dialogs.  “This is for the 
convenience	of	customers	who	have	purchased	most	or	all	of	the	
rosters	shown	on	each	dialog,”	the	Help	File	explains.	“	Instead	
of	having	to	individually	select	more	than	50	seasons	you	can	just	
click a few buttons and all the seasons will be selected for you.”
	 •Custom	leagues	can	import	schedules	more	easily.	If	the	
ad-hoc	schedule	generator	fails	to	complete	successfully,	gamers	
can	 use	 the	 Import	 Schedule	 function.	 For	 more	 detail,	 see	 the	
“IMPORTANT	 SCHEDULE	 GENERATION	 NOTES”	 section	 of	
Custom	League	with	Stock	Teams.

(continued from page 2)

 

 The National Basketball Association has not yet 
completed its regular season, but we already know that 
James	Harden,	Giannis	Anteokounmpo,	 LeBron	 James	and	
many	others	will	have	can’t-wait-to-see-‘em	ratings	in	Strat-
O-Matic’s	representation	of	the	2019-20	NBA	season.
	 When	 the	 NBA	 begins	 its	 playoffs	 in	 mid-August,	 a	
dozen	players	will	have	averaged	25	points	per	game	for	the	
regular	season,	which	is	the	basis	for	Strat-O-Matic’s	ratings.	
Harden	 is	 averaging	 34.4	 ppg	 for	 Houston,	Washington’s	
Bradley	 Beal	 is	 at	 30.5	 and	 Milwaukee’s	 Anteokounmpo	
and	Atlanta’s	Trae	Young	are	at	29.6.
	 A	dozen	teams	have	winning	percentages	of	at	least	
.600,	 led	by	Milwaukee’s	 remarkable	 .815,	 and	Dallas	 is	
at	.597.	Your	coaching	could	make	any	of	them	champions.	
Five	of	those	teams	have	multiple	players	averaging	more	
than	20	ppg.	Boston	has	three:	Jason	Tatum	(23.6),	Kemba	
Walker	(21.2)	and	Jaylen	Brown	(20.4).
 The league scoring average is 111.4 points, with 
Milwaukee	and	Houston	ranking	1-2	with	more	than	118	per	
game.		The	scoring	is	so	robust	that	James’	25.7	ppg	is	only	
11th	best,	though	he	also	leads	with	10.6	assists	per	game.		
A	dozen	men	are	averaging	double-doubles	–	James	and	11	
others	doing	it	with	points	and	rebounds.	Cleveland’s	Andre	
Drummond	once	again	is	the	Chairman	of	the	Boards	at	15.2	
rpg.

NBA
update
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	 With	the	release	of	the	1960	National	Football	League	and	
American	Football	League	seasons	this	fall,	Strat-O-Matic	will	have	
published	the	entire	AFL	history	and	every	NFL	season	from	1956	
forward. 
	 All	13	NFL	teams	and	eight	AFL	teams	will	be	in	the	Win-
dows	game.	The	six	carded	teams	are	the	10-2	Eagles,	8-4	Pack-
ers,	and	the	8-3-1	Browns	from	the	NFL	as	well	as	the	10-4	Oilers,	
10-4	Chargers	and	8-6	Dallas	Texans	from	the	AFL.
This	was	a	season	of	great	change.	The	American	Football	League	
debuted.	 The	 expansion	 Dallas	 Cowboys	 entered	 the	 National	
Football	League,	which	had	a	new	Commissioner	in	Pete	Rozelle.	
And,	for	the	first	time	since	1951,	a	team	other	than	the	Colts,	Gi-
ants,	Browns	and	Lions	won	the	NFL	title.	
	 Led	 by	 Norm	 Van	 Brocklin,	 passing	 to	 big-play	 receivers	
Tommy	McDonald	(13	TD	catches,	plus	one	more	in	the	champi-

onship	game),	Pete	Retzlaff	and	Bobby	Walston,	the	Philadelphia	
Eagles	 won	 their	 first	 NFL	 title	 since	 1949,	 beating	 Green	 Bay,	
making	its	first	title	appearance	since	1944.	The	Packers	were	led	
by	coach	Vince	Lombardi	and	halfback/placekicker	Paul	Hornung,	
who	broke	the	league	record	with	176	points,	including	15	TDs.
	 Houston’s	win	over	the	Los	Angeles	Chargers	in	the	first	AFL	
title	 game	 showcased	 the	 AFL	 in	 microcosm.	 Oilers	 QB	 George	
Blanda	had	come	out	of	retirement	after	a	long	career	as	a	Chi-
cago	Bears	backup.	Chargers	QB	Jack	Kemp	was	a	castoff	from	
three	NFL	 teams.	But	Houston	also	had	Heisman	Trophy-winning	
RB	 Billy	 Cannon,	 the	 prize	 of	 the	 league’s	 bidding	 war	 for	 top	
college	talent,	while	the	Chargers	had	RB	Paul	Lowe,	whose	6.3	
rushing	average	and	16.4	yards	per	catch	personified	the	more-ex-
plosive	AFL	offenses	than	the	NFL	provided	then.

	 Hockey	 fans,	 starved	 for	 action	 for	
four	months,	soon	will	be	able	to	gorge	on	
Strat-O-Matic	Hockey.	In	addition	to	SOM’s	
reproduction	of	the	2019-20	National	Hock-
ey	League	season,	gamers	will	have	three	
classic hockey sets to enjoy.
	 The	 1945-46	 and	 1987-88	 seasons	
continue	Strat-O-Matic’s	comprehensive	ex-
ploration	of	NHL	history,	both	in	cards	and	
for	 the	 Windows	 game.	 SOM	 completes	
it’s	classic	hockey	hat	trick	this	summer	with	
one	more	card	set:	the	1980	Olympics.

1945-46 NHL
	 The	 NHL	 celebrated	 the	 end	 of	
World	 War	 II	 by	 showcasing	 a	 star-stud-
ded	league	that	included	37	eventual	Hall	
of	 Fame	 players,	 including	 five	 starting	
goalies.	 Montreal,	 with	 Maurice	 “Rocket”	
Richard,	top	goalie	Bill	Duran	(league-best	
24	 wins	 and	 2.60	 goals-against	 average)	
and	 other	 greats	 won	 the	 50-game	 regu-
lar	season	with	61	points,	then	went	8-1	in	
the playoffs to dust off third-place Chicago, 
then second-place Boston.
	 On	 Montreal’s	 famous	 Punch	 Line,	
Richard	 (27	 goals)	 was	 outscored	 by	 line-
mate	Toe	Blake	(29),	both	set	up	often	by	
centerman	Elmer	Lach,	who	led	the	league	

with	34	assists.
	 Boston	 countered	 with	 its	 famous	
Kraut	Line	centered	by	Milt	Schmidt,	flanked	
by	Bobby	Bauer	and	Woody	Dumart.	Chi-
cago	answered	with	its	famed	Pony	Line	of	
Hart	Trophy	winner	Max	Bentley	(31	goals,	
61	points)	centering	his	brother	Doug	Bent-
ley and Bill Mosienko. Blackhawk center 
Clint	 Smith,	 another	 future	 Hall	 of	 Famer,	
had	26	goals.	Toronto’s	Gaye	Stewart	led	
the	NHL	with	37	goals.

1987-88 NHL
	 The	entire	season	will	be	coming	for	
Windows	 while	 the	 “six-pack”	 of	 carded	
teams	will	be:	Stanley	Cup	winner	Edmon-
ton,	Cup	finalist	Boston,	105-point	Calgary,	
103-point	Montreal,	division	winner	Detroit,	
and	 the	 division-winning	 New	 York	 Island-
ers.
	 Wayne	 Gretzky	 scored	 62	 goals,	
led	the	NHL	with	109	assists,	won	the	Conn	
Smythe	 Trophy	 when	 his	 Edmonton	 Oilers	
swept Boston to win the Stanley Cup for the 
fourth	time	in	five	seasons,	then	was	traded	
after this year and never won another Cup 
over	his	final	11	seasons.	
Neither	Edmonton,	nor	Boston,	led	by	Ray	
Bourque	 and	 42-goal	 scorer	 Cam	 Neely,	

won	 their	 divisions,	 but	 needed	 only	 five	
games	each	in	the	playoffs	to	oust	their	di-
vision winners.
	 Calgary,	which	led	the	NHL	with	105	
points	and	398	goals,	got	51	goals	and	92	
points	from	Calder	Trophy	winner	Joe	Nieu-
wendyk,	50	goals	and	102	points	from	RW	
Hakan	Loob	and	48	goals	and	103	points	
from	center	Mike	Bullard.
	 Los	 Angeles	 also	 had	 twin	 50-goal	
men	with	Jimmy	Carson	(55)	and	Luc	Robi-
taille	(53)	but	was	no	match	for	Calgary	in	
the	first	round	of	the	playoffs.
	 In	 the	 East,	 Montreal’s	 103	 points	
topped	Boston.	Goalie	Patrick	Roy,	defen-
seman	 Chris	 Chelios	 and	 50-goal	 scorer	
Stephane	Richer	led	the	Habs.
	 Mario	 Lemieux’s	 70	 goals	 and	 168	
points were good enough to lead the league 
and	earn	him	the	Hart	Trophy,	but	his	Pitts-
burgh	 Penguins	 were	 a	 last-place	 team	 in	
the	Patrick	Division.
 

1980 Olympics Cards
Can	 goalie	 Jim	 Craig	 and	 forwards	 Mike	
Eruzione	and	Mark	Johnson	and	the	rest
of	 the	 U.S.	 amateurs	 beat	 the	 mighty	 Rus-
sians again on your tabletop, or was it truly 
(continued on page 6)

1960 PRO FOOTBALL: Cowboys, AFL and Rozelle Debut; 
Eagles and Oilers Are Champs

CLASSIC HOCKEY HAT TRICK
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	 Combine	the	thrill	of	opening	packs	
of	 baseball	 cards	 with	 the	 excitement	 of	
playing Strat-O-Matic when you use the 
brand-new	Draft	2	Teams	app	now	avail-
able	in	the	Apple	App	and	Google	Play	
stores.
	 For	 now,	 the	 free	 download	 is	 an	
open	beta	test	version	that	all	gamers	can	
play	 for	 free.	Full	 functionality	 is	expect-
ed	 about	 mid-August.	 Then,	 gamers	 still	
can	play	for	free	with	a	starter	pack	of	25	
Strat-O-Matic	cards	(with	enough	pitchers	
and	 batters	 to	 assemble	 a	 full	 team)	 or	
make	 in-app	 purchases	 to	 improve	 their	
team(s).
	 Along	the	way,	gamers	will	gain	ex-
perience points for playing, and especial-
ly	for	winning.	That	way,	they	will	acquire	
virtual currency to be used to purchase 
higher-level	packs	that	are	more	likely	to	
contain	 star	 players.	 Gamers	 also	 can	
acquire	better	players	by	wagering	their	
players	against	their	opponent’s	players.	
Gamers	 can	 gain	 even	 more	 virtual	 cur-
rency by persuading friends to join and 
play.
	 Draft	 2	 Teams	 will	 involve	 cur-
rent-season	 players	 in	 Strat-O-Matic’s	
Baseball	Daily	format.	That	is,	if	you	have,	
say,	 Bryce	 Harper,	 his	 card	 will	 change	
after	each	game	he	plays	that	season	in	
real Major League Baseball. 
	 As	you	gain	experience,	you	also	
can	 become	 eligible	 to	 acquire	 Hall	 of	
Fame	players	in	special	Hall	of	Fame	card	
packs. 
These	are	the	basics	of	Draft	2	Teams:
	 •Build	 a	 team.	 This	 begins	 with	
your	25-man	starter	pack.	As	you	gain	ex-
perience, you are given access to higher 
and higher levels of packs with higher-cal-
iber players.
	 •Buy	 virtual	 currency	 with	 in-app	
purchases,	 which	 can	 be	 redeemed	 for	
player	packs.	Or	acquire	virtual	currency	
just	by	playing.	The	more	often	you	play,	
the	more	experience	points	(XP)	you	gain.	
The	more	often	you	win,	the	more	virtual	
currency	you	acquire.	
	 •There	 are	 six	 quality	 levels	 of	

Open Packs of Strat-O-Matic Cards, Then Play to Win
with the New Draft 2 Teams App

player	packs:	Level	1,	Level	2,	Level	3,	
Gold,	Platinum	and	Diamond.	 Initially,	
you are restricted to purchasing cer-
tain levels of packs. The higher levels 
have	better	players.	As	you	acquire	ev-
er-more	XP,	higher-level	packs	become	
available for purchase.
	 •Your	 player	 cards	 are	 stored	
in	your	Library,	from	which	you	assem-
ble	 a	 team	 to	 play	 against	 other	 us-
ers. There is also an option for a user 
to	‘Auto	draft’	the	best	available	team	
from	the	available	cards.
	 •The	“game”	is	actually	a	draft,	
followed	by	an	auto-played	162-game	
season.	A	game	will	take	about	10	min-
utes. Both opponents contribute their 
25-player	teams	to	the	draft	pool,	then	
match	drafting	skill,	one	pick	at	a	time.	
There	is	a	time	limit	to	make	each	pick,	
typically	30	seconds.	If	the	players	you	
value already have been drafted, you 
can	complete	your	team	via	auto-draft,	
which will give you the players needed 

to	 fill	 out	 your	 roster,	 ranked	 by	 highest	
Wins	Above	Replacement	(WAR).
	 •Before	 the	 draft,	 you	 are	 given	
the	option	of	wagering	your	pack.	If	your	
opponent accepts that challenge and your 
drafted	team	wins,	you	will	win	your	oppo-
nent’s	pack	(and	a	reward	of	coins).	If	you	
lose, your cards will be transferred to your 
opponent.	In	either	case,	you	will	earn	XP	
for	each	completed	game.	
(If	you	already	own	a	player	you	win	in	a	
wager, then you will have dupes, just like 
collecting baseball cards. And, just like 
baseball cards, a dupe can be valuable 
–	 in	 this	 case,	 build	 a	 team	 of	 dupes	 to	
wager	for	players	you	don’t	already	own.)
	 •When	the	draft	is	complete,	your	
lineup and pitching rotations will be set. 
You’ll	 have	 60	 seconds	 to	 alter	 them.	
Then,	 the	 program	 runs	 a	 simulation	 of	
162	games,	typically	in	just	a	few	minutes.
	 •The	app	hosts	a	robust	chat	plat-
form,	allowing	Strat-o-matic	users	to	trash
(continued on page 7)
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a	“Miracle	On	Ice”	in	1980?
	 In	the	40th	anniversary	year	of	the	United	States’	shocking	
Gold	Medal-performance	in	Lake	Placid,	NY,	Strat-O-Matic	is	of-
fering	gamers	the	carded	version	of	the	famed	Olympic	team	(and	
five	foes).	
	 This	first-ever	Olympics	set	from	Strat-O-Matic	also	includes	
teams	 from	 Russia,	 Finland	 (the	 Silver	 Medal	 winner),	 Canada,	
Sweden	and	Czechoslovakia.

	 Most	 of	 the	 U.S.	 team	 ended	 up	 in	 the	 NHL,	 some	 with	
prominent	 careers	 (e.g.	 Neal	 Broten,	 Mark	 Pavelich,	 Ken	 Mor-
row,	 Mike	 Ramsey),	 but	 you	 will	 have	 your	 hands	 full	 coaching	
them	 to	 victory	 over	 Russian	 goalie	 Vladislav	 Tretiak,	 defensem-
en	Vyacheslav	Fetisov	and	Alexi	Kasatonov	and	forwards	Valerie	
Kharmalov,	Vladimir	Krutov,	Sergei	Makarov	and	Boris	Mikhailov.
	 Other	 future	 NHL	 stars	 you	 will	 recognize:	 Finland’s	 Jari	
Kurri,	Canada’s	Glenn	Anderson,	Sweden’s	Mats	Naslund	and	the	
Czech	Stastny	brothers	–	Peter,	Anton	and	Marian,	among	others.

 

 

	 Strat-O-Matic’s	hugely	popular	Base-
ball	365	for	online	draft	leagues	keeps	get-
ting better.  
	 In	March,	the	most-popular	All-Time	
Greats	player	set	was	revamped	with	319	
new	player	cards,	new	and	improved	sala-
ries	for	all	players,	and	more	realistic	reliev-
er	innings	to	curb	the	use	of	“Super	Reliev-
ers.” 
	 That’s	not	all.	Baseball	365’s	player	
sets now display adjustable bar charts that 
show you card counts by ballpark. Still need 
more	information	to	help	you	make	the	best	
draft	pick?	A	new	Stats	History	section	will	
show	every	player	card’s	past	performance	
in	 league	play.	 In	 these	ways,	newcomers	
can rapidly close the knowledge gap with 
veteran	365	opponents.
	 With	 the	 addition	 of	 Commission-
er Leagues, it is easier than ever to start 
playing	Baseball	365	or	Football	365.	Af-
ter starting a private league, you now can 
invite	 friends	 who	 can	 quickly	 and	 easily	
reserve	 a	 spot	 and	 create	 a	 team	 in	 your	
league.	 No	 need	 to	 match	 the	 player	 set	
or	find	the	right	salary	cap.	Invitees	will	au-
tomatically	enter	with	your	league	settings.	
Draft	teams	at	your	pace.	This	is	the	easiest	
and fastest way to get started playing.
 Or, you can buy an entire league 
up-front.	Invitees	then	can	join	your	league	
at	 no	 cost	 to	 them.	 Fill	 out	 any	 remaining	
spots	with	computer-controlled	“bot”	teams	
at your convenience.

More All-Time 
Greats, Draft Help 
and Friends-Only 
‘Commissioners Leagues’ 

LOCKDOWN? STRAT-O-MATIC WAS 
LOCKED IN THIS SUMMER

 Major team sports may have come to a halt this year, but Strat-
O-Matic has been busier than ever filling the void. And in so doing, the 
game company kept Major League Baseball and the National Basket-
ball Association alive for fans, while also helping them to relive nostal-
gic moments from better times.
 Perhaps the highest-profile project was enlisting The Price Is 
Right host Drew Carey and his friend, Stray Cats drummer Slim Jim 
Phantom – both long-time Strat-O-Matic players who are in a league to-
gether – to play the MLB All-Star game on YouTube. They used starting 
lineups chosen by Strat fans. 
 With home runs by five different players, Phantom’s National 
League squad won, 7-2. Phantom, the musician, even was the impromp-
tu singer of the National Anthem during the seventh-inning stretch.

MLB SIM
 For sustained fun, Strat-O-Matic refused to leave fans without 
baseball or basketball, conducing daily computer simulations to re-
place the missing real games.
(continued on page 7)
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The MLB sim began on the originally scheduled Open-
ing Day in March and continued through July 22, the 
day before MLB finally started its season. Hugely 
popular with fans and the nation’s sporting press, the 
sim used SOM projections for every Major Leaguer.  
Fans helped select lineups, voted on All-Stars, and 
even recreated games. Strat-O-Matic players and San 
Francisco Giants broadcasters Jon Miller and Dave 
Flemming recreated the Giants home opener in this 
fantastic video found here:

https://www.strat-o-matic.com/announcements/jon-
miller-and-dave-flemming-broadcast-giants-home-
opener/
 
 Fans followed each day’s action with recaps and 
box scores on the Strat-O-Matic website. The game 
company posted the results of the full regular season 
and post seasons here:

https://www.strat-o-matic.com/2020-season-simula-
tion/)
 
 Then, Strat-O-Matic added a bonus: It employed 
its Baseball Daily software, which updates each play-
er’s card after every performance, to simulate MLB’s 
60-game shortened season.

NBA SIM
On the last scheduled day of the NBA regular season, 
Strat-O-Matic simulated the missing games. This was 
followed by a daily simulation of the playoffs that re-
sulted in the Los Angeles Clippers holding the trophy 
for the first time in franchise history. You can view 
the entire simulation, along with box scores and sta-
tistics, here: 

https://www.strat-o-matic.com/2020-basketball-play-
offs/

FATHER’S DAY SERIES
Strat-O-Matic, No. 1 in re-creating baseball histo-
ry, both entertained and educated fans by playing a 
best-of-seven series pitting famous baseball fathers 
against their famous baseball sons.
That put Ken Griffey Sr. and Jr. on separate teams. 
So, too, for Mel and Todd Stottlemyre, Bobby and Bar-
ry Bonds, Craig and Cavan Biggio, Dante and Bo Bi-
chette, Tom and Dee Gordon, Tony and Eduardo Perez 
– 30 dads and their sons in all.
  “We wanted to find a uniquely ‘Strat-O-Matic’ 
way to pay tribute to fathers enjoying baseball with 
their sons and daughters on their special day,” said 
Hal Richman, Strat-O-Matic founder. “With so many 
fathers and sons, many of them Hall of Famers and 
All-Stars, on rosters throughout baseball history, this 
fun simulation will highlight some of the best family 
connections the sport has known.” 
 The seven-game series went into extra innings 
before Jason Kendall knocked in the winning run off 
Bryan Harvey to secure the win for the Sons team. 
Full results can be found here: 

h t t p s : / / w w w. s t r a t - o - m at i c . c o m / a n n o u n c e -
ments/2020-fathers-day-series/

MARQUEE SPORTS NETWORK
 Strat-O-Matic has teamed up with The Marquee 
Sports Network, home of the Chicago Cubs, to de-
velop content for a series of Cubs-specific shows for 
2020. The shows will use the data and simulations 
from iconic Cubs games of the past to re-imagine 
what an alternate result would have been, as well as 
other projects designed to engage fans interest and 
debate. 
 Leading off this partnership was the Ultimate 
Cubs Lineup. Marquee had 18 players, broadcasters, 
analysts and fans create the best lineup they could 
from throughout Cubs history to win one game. Check 
out the lineups and tournament bracket here: 

https:/ /www.marqueespor tsnetwork.com/ulti -
mate-cubs-lineup/

(continued from page 5)
	talk,	share	media,	and	invite	each	other	to	play	games.
	 •As	you	level	up	within	the	game,	you	will	be	awarded	badges	indicating	your	progress	and	status	within	the	app.	These	do	not	
affect	your	player	capabilities,	but	earning	more	XP	allows	you	to	purchase	higher	tiers	of	card	packs.	Earning	extra	XP	will	elevate	
your	status	in	the	community	and	others	will	want	to	challenge	you	–	which	will	give	you	even	more	XP.
 The purchasing options will be available only when the open beta test is over. 
	 Users	are	permitted	to	invite	players	to	join	the	app.	For	each	player	that	joins,	a	referral	benefit	will	be	created,	and	the	initial	
user	will	receive	10	percent	of	any	in-app	purchase	that	the	new	users	make	in	the	app.


