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 Their wives couldn’t deter them, not even on Valentine’s Day. Heavy snow couldn’t 
deter them, not even with a 350-mile journey in front of them. Frigid temperatures couldn’t deter 
them, not even with a nearly nine-hour wait. 

 Competitive in multiple draft leagues, Strat-O-Matic Baseball veterans Larry LaRochelle 
and Todd Underwood know what it takes to win. To hit an Opening Day home run, they were 
single-minded about being No. 1 in line at Strat-O-Matic’s front door on Friday, Feb. 14. 

 Denied a first-place finish last year by a mere 15 minutes despite a 6 a.m. arrival, the 
friends from Bath, Maine designed a strategy that could overcome all obstacles. 

 “We had a plan,” Underwood said. “The plan worked to perfection.” 

 Week-long heavy snow in the upper U.S. that threatened to close roadways (in fact, 
Midwest road closings did interfere with card deliveries from Strat-O-Matic’s printer in Illinois), 
LaRochelle and Underwood left Maine on Wednesday, spent two nights in New York and 
arrived at Strat-O-Matic’s front door on Long Island at 4:15 a.m. Friday. 

 An Opening Day on Valentine’s Day?  

 LaRochelle described their wives as “understanding,” though “I don’t think they 
understand why” their husbands just had to be at Strat-O-Matic then.  

 But masters of Strat-O-Matic baseball strategy know how to close out a tough game. 
LaRochelle and Underwood had pre-arranged surprise gifts of spa days, chocolates and jewelry 
to occupy the females during the hours the Strat-O-Matic fanatics were spending in the dark, 
then in line with fellow fanatics and finally back on the road, kept company by their own 
treasures – the just-off-the-presses 2013 baseball season cards. 

 In a tradition that has marked the unofficial start of spring for Strat-O-Matic players 
everywhere for more than 40 Opening Days, the first arrivals won bragging rights. LaRochelle 
claimed them in a modern way, posting to the online Strat Fan Forum at 6:09 a.m.: 



 “First in line on Opening Day, very excited to be here. Wind chill about 5 degrees!!!”  
 
 They beat every Strat-O-Matic employee to the front door. Then they received another 
“honor.” They accepted an invitation to help shovel a foot of snow to clear the drive to SOM’s 
front door. 
 
 Seriously, how many of the thousands who have attended Opening Day can say they have 
done that? 
 
 Well, that was one way to kill time and stay warm doing it. And who better for the job 
than the thermal-coated guys from the northernmost part of the Continental U.S.? 
 
 Here is a YouTube interview with the Merry Men from Maine:  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99Q0HacqNK0 
  

 

First	  arrivals	  Larry	  LaRochelle	  and	  Todd	  Underwood,	  from	  Bath,	  Maine	  

 



An Airlift, a Raffle and a Distant Heir to the Richman Fortune  

 After 40-plus Opening Days, you would think we have seen everything. Bad weather 
certainly is no novelty. And by the time SOM’s doors opened on schedule at 1 p.m., the 
temperature was a relatively balmy 34 degrees (and climbing) considering the conditions of this 
white winter and the week leading up to Opening Day. 

 But the weather in Glen Head on Long Island is not all that matters. So, as the line 
approached 100 people near 12:00 p.m., Strat-O-Matic creator Hal Richman greeted the line with 
good news and bad: 

 The truck carrying the new baseball cards from the printer in Illinois had been forced to 
shut down- first in Indiana, then in Ohio. It would not make it to Long Island in time. For folks 
who traveled by air, car and train to fetch about 150 orders on this day, that could have been 
deflating. But Richman had better news: Strat-O-Matic had arranged an airlift to transport just 
enough card sets to satisfy the pre-orders placed by those in line. Though Strat-O-Matic was 
unable to receive the 1973 cards in time for Opening Day, Richman promised to ship those out to 
the customers who pre-ordered them for Opening Day pickup as soon as they arrived at the 
warehouse. 

 See and hear Richman’s description here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6gw_QhsHIY	  

 The mood was festive all day, as most other Strat-O-Matic employees joined the crowd 
outside, serving coffee and donuts and modeling the latest Strat-O-Wear: The new Strat-O-Matic 
Full-Zip Hoodie over a Retro Gray Ringer T-Shirt. Not a Kate Upton in the bunch, the models 
were no match for those in the fresh Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue, but their gear was more 
suitable for the weather and far more likely to end up in the wardrobe of the mostly Christie 
Brinkley-era crowd. 

 For a fan base that, like Strat-O-Matic itself, is a baby boomer, it’s always warming to 
see the pre-college “minor leaguers,” especially those making their first trip to Opening Day, still 
a “bucket-list” item for many adults. 

 This year, the fanatics were introduced to 10-year-old Gavin Favereaux, like his dad 
Brian, a Red Sox fan from central Connecticut. A veteran only of the Express Game, Gavin was 
ready for promotion to the main board game and a look at his favorite player, Jon Lester. 



 

Brian	  Favereaux	  (left),	  Gavin	  Favereaux	  (middle)	  and	  Bruce	  Fogg	  (right).	  The	  three	  Red	  Sox	  fans	  made	  

the	  trek	  in	  for	  SOM	  Opening	  Day	  from	  central	  Connecticut.	  Gavin,	  10,	  had	  only	  played	  the	  Express	  Game	  
before	  …	  Brian	  has	  been	  playing	  Strat	  since	  he	  was	  10	  years	  old	  and	  has	  been	  to	  “too	  many	  Opening	  
Days	  to	  count”	  and	  is	  a	  member	  of	  SOM	  Tour	  …	  Bruce	  has	  been	  playing	  Strat	  since	  1969	  and	  has	  come	  

to	  almost	  every	  Opening	  Day	  since	  1987.	  He	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Fly	  By	  Night	  League	  and	  Field	  of	  Dreams	  
League.	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Youngest of all was Richman’s granddaughter, Tsega (daughter of SOM executive Adam 
Richman). In a Strat-O-Matic Hoodie, Tsega was cutest of all, no contest. 

 

Hal	  Richman's	  granddaughter	  (Adam’s	  daughter)	  Tsega	  attends	  her	  first	  ever	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  Opening	  
Day.	  Check	  out	  the	  sweet	  hoodie! 

 

 Another first: a raffle for those who contributed to Strat-O-Matic’s new charity, Pitch In 
For Baseball. Anyone who donated a new or gently used piece of baseball or softball equipment 
received a raffle entry (glove donations received two entries). The winner of a $100 Strat-O-
Matic merchandise credit was Kevin Gibson of Towaco, NJ.  

http://www.strat-o-matic.com/community/announcements/pitch-baseball-raffle-winner 



 

Kevin	  Gibson	  (Towaco,	  NJ)	  and	  Chris	  Bockhorn	  (Pompton	  Plains,	  NJ)	  have	  both	  been	  playing	  Strat-‐O-‐

Matic	  since	  they	  were	  teenagers	  …	  For	  Kevin,	  this	  was	  his	  sixth	  Opening	  Day.	  He	  participates	  in	  the	  Tri-‐
State	  League	  (which	  they	  do	  together)	  as	  well	  as	  the	  CBA	  League	  …	  Chris	  has	  been	  playing	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  
for	  43	  years,	  and	  this	  was	  his	  second	  Opening	  Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MORE FANATICS ON THEIR SPECIAL DAY 

 
From	  left,	  Hal	  Richman	  joins	  Tom	  Beltz,	  Larry	  Fryer	  and	  Jim	  Beltz	  from	  the	  ECBA	  Strat	  League,	  who	  
made	  their	  annual	  trek	  in	  for	  SOM	  Opening	  Day.	  Larry	  drove	  from	  Baltimore	  and	  picked	  up	  the	  Beltz	  

brothers	  in	  Hamburg,	  PA	  along	  the	  way	  …	  Larry	  shared	  a	  couple	  of	  great	  stories.	  When	  he	  graduated	  
from	  high	  school	  in	  1975,	  his	  dad	  asked	  what	  he	  wanted	  as	  a	  graduation	  present.	  He	  said	  he	  wanted	  to	  
visit	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  headquarters.	  That	  July,	  his	  dad	  and	  he	  drove	  to	  the	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  offices	  to	  pick	  up	  

the	  new	  football	  cards	  …	  The	  second	  story:	  When	  ECBA	  had	  a	  member	  drop	  out	  on	  relatively	  short	  
notice,	  league	  member	  Jeff	  Polman	  (who	  blogs	  for	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic),	  recruited	  Brett	  Carow	  (winner	  of	  the	  
“Ultimate	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  Fanatic”	  Contest).	  Now	  ECBA	  has	  the	  #1	  and	  #2	  fanatics	  (Larry	  Fryer	  finished	  

second)	  in	  its	  league.	  Talk	  about	  a	  heated	  rivalry!	  Jeff	  received	  a	  “signing	  bonus”	  for	  recruiting	  Brett	  –	  a	  
compensatory	  8th	  round	  pick	  in	  this	  year’s	  league	  draft	  …	  Tom	  Beltz,	  whose	  team	  finished	  85-‐75	  this	  
past	  year,	  played	  Albert	  Pujols	  at	  3B	  for	  the	  entire	  season.	  Despite	  Pujols	  committing	  a	  league	  record	  45	  

errors,	  Tom	  still	  managed	  to	  finish	  10	  games	  over	  .500	  …	  ECBA	  is	  celebrating	  its	  40th	  Anniversary	  this	  
year,	  and	  the	  league	  plans	  on	  printing	  a	  commemorative	  T-‐Shirt	  to	  celebrate	  the	  milestone. 



	  	  

Russ	  Hollenbach	  made	  the	  trip	  from	  Philadelphia,	  PA	  for	  his	  6th	  Opening	  Day.	  He	  has	  been	  playing	  Strat-‐
O-‐Matic	  for	  32	  years	  and	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Buxmonte	  Strat-‐O-‐Matic	  League.	  	  

 

	  	  

Mike	  Byrne	  made	  the	  2.5-‐hour	  trip	  from	  Pen	  Argyl,	  PA	  for	  his	  third	  consecutive	  Opening	  Day.	  Byrne	  is	  a	  

big	  Yankees	  fan	  and	  said	  he	  would	  rank	  his	  "Mount	  Rushmore"	  of	  Yankees	  (in	  order):	  Babe	  Ruth,	  Derek	  
Jeter,	  Joe	  DiMaggio	  and	  Mickey	  Mantle.  



 

Opening	  Day	  regular	  Kevin	  Thomas	  from	  Wheaton,	  IL	  is	  the	  designated	  flyer	  for	  the	  CAABL	  (Chicago	  

Area	  Adult	  Baseball	  League).	  He	  flew	  in	  to	  Newark,	  NJ	  at	  9	  a.m.	  Opening	  Day	  and	  was	  back	  on	  a	  flight	  by	  
8:35pm.	  Per	  tradition,	  Thomas	  arrives	  with	  an	  empty	  suitcase	  and	  this	  time,	  filled	  it	  with	  the	  new	  
baseball	  cards	  for	  eight	  of	  his	  league	  members. 


