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May 7-9, 2019 | Cambridge, MA 
Solve at MIT is Solve’s annual flagship event bringing together more than 500 prominent global leaders in the 
business, foundation, nonprofit, and academic sectors, as well as MIT faculty and students. The event will 
highlight the 30+ incredible tech innovators that were selected as Solver teams, with the objective of forming 
partnerships to fund, pilot, and advance their solutions to the world’s most pressing problems. Solve at MIT will 
also bring together MIT experts and cross-sector leaders to discuss and advance solutions to Solve’s 2019 
Global Challenges. 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
 

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM  Opening Plenary: Tech for Equality 

The world has made great strides over the last decade in reducing extreme 
poverty and expanding access to education and health care for millions, yet 
income inequality continues to increase between and within countries. A person’s 
zip code, gender, race, and nationality—rather than their talents—overly determine 
their opportunities. Technology holds great potential to speed progress; how can 
we design and deploy tech to reduce global inequality gaps—not exacerbate 
them? 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

Reception 

Salon Dinners 

Concurrent, intimate dinners hosted by Solve Advisors and Sponsors featuring 
Solver teams. 

 

 

 

 

https://solve.mit.edu/solver_spotlight
https://solve.mit.edu/challenges


Wednesday, May 8, 2019 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Breakfast 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM  Plenary: Innovation for and by Women 

Increasing women’s participation in business, politics, and peacebuilding yields 
stronger and more durable results. However, despite this evidence, girls and 
women continue to be marginalized and excluded from financial and political 
systems around the world—in developed and developing countries alike. To help 
close this gap, how can women entrepreneurs, and innovations designed for 
women, drive real change around the world? 

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM  Working Groups: 2018 Solver Brain Trust I 

In this interactive and action-driven session, hear from our Solver teams who will 
showcase the progress they have made since being selected at the Solve 
Challenge Finals. Solver teams still seek guidance and resources to grow their 
impact. Participants will collaborate with two different Solver teams, providing 
advice and brainstorming partnerships to advance their solutions to the 2018 
Challenges: (1) Coastal Communities, (2) Frontlines of Health, (3) Teacher & 
Educators, and (4) Work of the Future. 

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Lunch 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM  Working Groups: 2018 Solver Brain Trust II 

Begin the afternoon by hearing from a panel of cross-sector experts on the 
current state of the 2018 Challenges, progress made to date, and what gaps still 
need to be filled. Participants will then continue morning conversations or meet 
Solver and Fellow teams from a different Challenge. Participants will exchange 
knowledge and resources needed to advance solutions to the 2018 Challenges: 
(1) Coastal Communities, (2) Frontlines of Health, (3) Teacher & Educators, and (4) 
Work of the Future. 

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM  Plenary: Diving into Data for Good 

Every day, the world generates 2.5 quintillion bytes of new data. That’s equivalent 
to 250 million human brains, when counted in neurons! AI, machine learning, the 
blockchain, and augmented or virtual reality enable us to analyze, use, and 
visualize data—helping to cure diseases, fight climate change, and more. These 
technologies also disrupt jobs and economies, and raise ethical questions both 
corporations and lawmakers have yet to answer. How can we shift the focus of 
data efforts to serve those who could benefit the most? 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM  Reception 

 

https://solve.mit.edu/solver_spotlight


7:30 PM - 9:30 PM  Salon Dinners 

Concurrent, intimate dinners hosted by Solve Advisors and Sponsors featuring 
Solver teams. 

Thursday, May 9, 2019 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Breakfast 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

Plenary: Investing in Refugees and Immigrant Entrepreneurs 

There are over 60 million refugees and displaced persons around the world, and 
many more economic migrants. Despite anti-immigration sentiments across the 
US, Europe, and many other parts of the world, refugees and immigrants can be 
a tremendous source of economic growth—if allowed access to opportunity. In 
the US, 43 percent of Fortune 500 companies were founded or co-founded by 
immigrants or the children of immigrants, and overall, refugees and immigrants 
contribute more in taxes than their cost to governments. How can we best 
support and invest in refugees and immigrants, enabling them to help 
communities and economies thrive? 

10:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

 

 

Working Groups: 2019 Challenge Coalition 

Join cross-sector leaders for a first look at Solve’s 2019 Global Challenges. Led 
by members of Solve’s Challenge Leadership Groups, this workshop features 
moderated, interactive discussions on challenge dimensions. Participants will 
brainstorm specific action points to advance solutions to various dimensions of 
the 2019 Challenges: (1) Circular Economy, (2) Community-Driven Innovation, (3) 
Early Childhood Development, and (4) Healthy Cities. 

12:45 PM - 2:00 PM  Lunch 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM  Closing Plenary: Science or Fiction—Creating the Future 

In 1865, Jules Verne imagined a space gun that could shoot and land three 
people on the moon—a feat that would have seemed impossible at a time before 
aircrafts. Yet just a little more than 100 years later, thanks to pioneering research 
at MIT, Apollo 11 landed and two men moonwalked. For centuries, science fiction 
writers and storytellers have imagined the future of technology and 
society—ranging from dystopian degeneration to utopian paradise. But the 
futuristic innovations we envisioned in  the 2000s—flying cars, brain implants, 
and genetically engineered babies—are no longer decades away and even might 
be here right now. How can we prepare ourselves for the future we’re fast 
creating, and how can we ensure it will be more inclusive, equal, and prosperous 
for all? 

 

 


