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DATE:  March 21, 2025 
 
TO:   Owen McCarthy, The State News – owen.mccarthy@statenews.com 
                                                                                                         
FROM:  Rebecca Nelson, Director and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Officer 
              Michigan State University FOIA Office   
 
SUBJECT:  FOIA Appeal Response Follow-up -- Final 
 
This is written as follow-up to the March 7, 2025, letter to you from Michigan State University President 
Kevin M. Guskiewicz, Ph.D., responding to your February 20, 2025, appeal of our February 18, 2025, 
response to your January 30, 2025, FOIA request. 
 
Pursuant to President Guskiewicz’s March 7th letter, certain records previously withheld are attached.  
Certain information has been redacted and four pages have been withheld pursuant to Section 13(1)(a) 
of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (MIFOIA), which provides for the withholding of “Information 
of a personal nature if public disclosure of the information would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of an individual's privacy."  Certain other information has been redacted and a five-page draft 
document has been withheld under one or more of Sections 13(1)(g), (h), and (m).  Sections 13(1)(g) 
and (h) provide for the withholding of information or records subject to the attorney-client privilege and 
attorney work-product doctrine, respectively.  Section 13(1)(m) provides for the withholding of 
“Communications and notes within a public body or between public bodies of an advisory nature to the 
extent that they cover other than purely factual materials and are preliminary to a final agency 
determination of policy or action.”  University email addresses have been redacted under 
Sections 13(1)(u), (y), and (z), which allow for the withholding of information related to the ongoing 
security of a public body.   
 
The MIFOIA provides that when a public body denies all or a portion of a request, the requester may do 
one of the following: (1) submit an appeal of the determination to the head of the public body; 
or (2) commence a civil action in the court of claims to compel the public body’s disclosure of the records.  
If you wish to seek judicial review of any denial, you must do so within 180 days of the date of this letter.  
If the court of claims orders disclosure of all or a portion of the public record(s) to which you have been 
denied access, you may receive attorneys’ fees and, in certain circumstances, damages under the 
MIFOIA. Should you choose to file an appeal with the University regarding this response to your request, 
you must submit a written communication to this Office expressly stating that it is an “appeal” of this 
response.  In your appeal, please state what records you believe should have been disclosed to you.  
You must also state the reasons you believe any denial of your MIFOIA request should be reversed. 
This Office will arrange for the processing and review of your appeal. Pursuant to Section 4(4) of the 
MIFOIA, the University’s procedures and guidelines for processing MIFOIA requests can be found at 
http://foia.msu.edu. 
 
Attachments 
MSUF007725 appeal 
































































































































































































































































