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Women problems, 
breakfast issues 
answered by TV

Everything I learned 
about women, I learned 
from TV. Without it, how 
could men possibly hope to 
divine the incredible depths 
of intellect, understanding 
and personality of millions 
of women in the U.S.? 
We’re not a great icon like 
Mel Gibson, who knows 
the key to communication 
on a deeply personal level 
(alcohol). We’re just men.

So thank God for pill, 
per iod and pamper ing 
c o m m e r c i a l s ,  t h e 
triumvirate into the mind 
of women.

Apparently, and I have 
no actual evidence of this, 
when three women gather 
in any area they all advise 
each other on what new 
sanitary item to use. This 
fact is utterly true, because 
commercials tell me so. 
Even those bril l iant ly-
minded medical students 
know how to blandly list 
of f a l l  the side-ef fects 
to new medicine during 
a clubbing outing, while 
superficial friends giggle 

i n s a n e l y 
throughout. 
It is a truly 
w o n d e r f u l 
insight.

W o m e n 
a r e  s u c h 
s i m p l e 
c r e a t u r e s 
when boiled 
d o w n  t o 
advert ising 

companies. It is simply 
untenable to me that any 
group of girls giggle — I 
hear the collective noun is 
a “gaggle” — would ever 
respond to a friend with a 
craving for cake with the 
l ine “Haha, yeah, she’s 
menstrual!” Please, just 
kill me now.

As a group of people, we 
should be far more critical 
of  t h i s  m i nd le s s  c rap 
being thrust in our faces 
by faceless groups.And it 
is not just women. Some 
hamburger chain says it is 
now physically impossible 
for men to make breakfast. 
Making toast has become 
such a complicated and 
highly sophisticated task 
that we simple, XY-gene 
folk cannot challenge it 
without dying. Starvation 
would occur to almost all 

men in America without 
this one fast-food chain. 

Rattling off every sexist 
commercial ever written 
would be t iresome and 
become an exercise in 
how large an aneurism I 
can build myself up for. 
Humor is a diffi cult beast. 
Humor is only part of the 
problem. The “serious” 
views are clearly just as 
bad.

T h e  c o n t i n u e d 
implication that women are 
shallow and dumb and men 
are incapable and useless 
is just blatantly offensive. 
A nyone can argue that 
people know better, but 
a nyone  c om i n g  f rom 
outside of the American 
culture will assume that 
the American people are all 
idiot sexists for supporting 
this garbage.

Of course, that would 
be a total lie. Sexism and 
negative imaging of people 
happens on many more 
levels than just a few badly 
w r it t en  com merc ia l s . 
The problem runs much 
deeper. We should try to 
understand other people, 
not paint them with easy 
stereotypes to make us feel 
better.
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IN OUR OPINION

Campus smoking policy 
reeks of poor planning

USC’s new smoking policy is an unfi ltered, smoldering 
mess.

Smokers now have to stay 25 feet away from campus 
buildings — an increase from the previous 6-foot from 
doorways restriction. Lighting up inside all university 
buildings is banned.

The new policy seems unenforceable and poorly 
conceived. Without a constant band of marauding bike 
patrollers nabbing Camels from peoples’ mouths, the 
restriction will languish like a discarded butt. Litter will 
pile up without ashtrays scattered randomly 25 feet from 

buildings.
We don’t  mind t hat 

university officials have 
students’ health in mind, 
and eliminating the clouds 
of smoke that previously 
l ingered around dorm 

and college entrances reduces passers-bys’ chances of 
inhaling second-hand smoke. 

But unless smokers are on the receiving end of fi nes, 
the puffi ng will continue with nary a whiff of fear. USC 
police, who admittedly have more important things to 
do, must start cracking the whip. 

According to Healthy Carolina, 23 percent of USC 
students smoke. That’s a lot of chances to write a ticket. 
Smokers will tell their pals about getting a $15 fine 
— $15 that can go toward a few packs of cigarettes 
instead. The police have to set a tough fi rst example to 
get the ball rolling.

USC should have thought twice about its new smoking 
policy. Designated smoking areas would have suffi ciently 
isolated cancerous emissions from the rest of us.

Unless smokers are on 
the receiving end of 

fi nes, the puffi ng 
will continue.
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Commercials explain everything to me
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Abusive love 
of America 
puts thinkers 
in tough spot
Republican voting 
in 2004 illustrates 
lack of patriotism

It’s great that America is 
becoming less patriotic.

I’m not talking about the 
old patriotism that means 

you love your 
cou nt r y and 
a r e  w i l l i n g 
t o  l a y  y o u r 
life down for 
liberty. That’s 
something we 
c ou ld  u s e  a 
little more of.

I’m talking 
about the “new 
p a t r i o t i s m” 
that means you 
are obsessed 

with your country and aren’t 
willing to think anything 
through because of th is 
bizarre, self-annihilat ing 
lo ve ,  w h ic h  i n  hu m a n 
relat ions can lead to an 
abusive relationship.

People who voted for 
President Bush in 2004 are 
a good example of this kind 
of love.

Last year, I wrote many 
columns about how much I 
don’t like the president.

And throughout the day 
of publication, people felt 
obliged to defend vot ing 
for the president when they 
talked with me.

One common defense was 
that we know what we were 
getting into with Bush, such 
as four more years of lying 
to start unjust wars, eroding 
civil liberties like they were 
polar ice caps and calling 
gay marriage a threat to 
America.

Another common defense 
was that Bush wasn’t the 
bad guy starting wars and 
bypassing the Constitution, 
the people with whom he 
surrounded himself were. 
He was just a poor guy who 
had no idea what was going 
on.

Is America really so in 
love with the status quo that 
it would sooner elect a guy 
who starts wars and asks 
quest ions later than deal 
with a little change?

Call me optimistic, but 
I have a little more faith in 
this country than that.

In a political discussion, 
log ica l arguments, even 
bad ones ,  tend to  hold 
more ground than “This 
is what I believe, and I’m 
sticking to it.” But that may 
be what supporters of the 
president are subconsciously 
thinking.

In 2004, a professor at 
Emory University started 
a  s t udy on how people 
who react neurologically 
to damaging quotes by a 
politician they liked. The 
re sea rcher s  fou nd t hat 
the reactions were almost 
entirely unconscious and 
emotional. But with Sept. 11, 
Bush not only manipulated 
Republicans’ emotions, he 
manipulated emotions of 
“patriots,” sadly not the lay-
your-life-down-for-liberty 
patriots.

But, along with Bush’s 
ap p r o v a l  r a t i n g s ,  ne w 
patriot ism has been at a 
recent low. Perhaps this 
means Americans are losing 
their bizarre love for their 
country and can fi nally get 
out of th is sick , abusive 
relationship.

Gynecologist visit 
might help catch 
diseases in time

Ladies of USC, listen 
up.

R e c e n t l y,  I  h a d  a 
personal scare with my 
he a l t h .  My  women’s 
health, if you will. And 
I’m here to let you know 
how very important it is 
to get checked out.

Making the “woman 
doctor” appointment is 
the easy part. It’s the rest 
that might be difficult. 
T he se  app oi nt ment s 
can be very scary, but 
it’s defi nitely something 
you need to be doing 
regularly. Especially for 
freshmen.

The vocabulary alone 
— pap smear, “gyno,” 
spec u lu m ,  e t c .  — i s 
frightening. The “Vagina 
Monologues” has it right, 

my vagina gets offended 
weeks before one of these 
appointments. But still, 
even though it adores 
sweat pants and pints of 
ice cream, it’s very happy 

t o  k n o w 
w h a t ’ s 
going on in 
there.

O f 
c o u r s e , 
I  w a i t e d 
u nt i l  t h i s 
summer to 
get my fi rst 
one, while 
I probably 
s h o u l d 

have been going since 
freshman year.

It’s nothing to be scared 
of. The actual build-up of 
anxiety is what will really 
get you. The women at 
the Thomson Student 
Health Center are very 
nice. They’re gentle and 
very explanatory.

I  had no idea what 
to expect when I got 
there, but thanks to my 
doctor, my nerves were 
ca l med i m med iate ly. 
Unfortunately, my results 
came back as abnormal 
and I got to go through 
another scary test only 
to wait another week to 
find out if there’s a tiny 
chance I have cervical 
cancer. 

The extra procedure 
isn’t for everyone, just 
us special folks. But I’m 
healthy and the doctor 
reassured me. 

My point is that if I 
had never gone to my 
original “woman doctor” 
appointment, I wouldn’t 
have known that I could 
be in danger of having 
cancer. 

Do yourself — and your 
body — a huge favor and 
set up an appointment. 
You’ll thank me later.
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Th i s week @ Clemson
“We are jumping up and down about hosting this concert,” said 
Marty Kern, director of major events at Clemson University. “Keith 
Urban is the kind of performer people never forget seeing live.”
Keith Urban, the height of musical innovation in the Upstate.
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Keeping healthy worth a little discomfort

Special guest cartoonist Robert Ariail


