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First year head coach Scott Pera inherits 
an Owls squad which lost four starters to 
transfer this season, including leading 
scorer Marcus Evans and 47 percent 3-point 
shooter Egor Koulechov. Junior guard Connor 
Cashaw, who averaged 8.0 points in 26.1 
minutes per game last season, is the lone 
returning starter for Rice. The Owls look to 
replace 82 percent of their total offense with 
sophomores Ako Adams, Robert Martin, 
Austin Meyer and Tim Harrison. Off the 
bench, Rice will rely on graduate transfer 
guard A.J. Lapray for an injection of 3-point 
sharpshooting. 

PROJECTED STARTING LINEUP

KEY ADDITIONS

KEY SUBTRACTIONS

3 Ako AdamsSOPHOMORE GUARD 0 Connor CashawSENIOR GUARD

Lapray is a graduate transfer from 
Pepperdine University. Last season, 
he missed 18 games due to injury but 
averaged 2.9 points and 1.3 rebounds 
per game in 12.2 minutes. He will take on 
a bigger role at Rice and showcased his 
shooting ability in the preseason game 
by scoring 16 points on 6-of-9 shooting 
including 4-of-5 3-point shooting. 

A.J. Lapray
SENIOR GUARD

Hunter was a three-star recruit 
according to ESPN and Rivals after 
averaging 12.0 points and 4.8 
rebounds while leading his team to a 
30-4 record. He played 23 minutes in 
the Owls preseason game, indicating 
Pera may be willing to play the 
freshman big minutes early on. 

Najja Hunter
FRESHMAN FORWARD

11-07; 5th in Conference USA

Robert MartinSOPHOMORE FORWARD

01
Austin MeyerSOPHOMORE FORWARD

30

Tim HarrisonSOPHOMORE FORWARD

35

STAR PLAYER TO WATCH

Despite many of his closest teammates transferring to other universities this season, Cashaw elected to play out his 
junior season as the captain of this year’s Owls squad. An excellent finisher and deadly mid-range shooter, Cashaw 
will surely handle the bulk of the scoring load this year after scoring in double-digits 10 times last season. 

Head coach Scott Pera

Evans transferred to Virginia 
Commonwealth University after leading 
the team in scoring and earning a place 
on the First Team All-Conference USA. 

Marcus Evans GUARD

Connor Cashaw

Jackson transferred to the University of 
California, Santa Barbara after graduating 
from Rice with one year of eligibility remaining. 
He averaged 12.2 points per game last season. 

Marcus Jackson GUARD

Koulechov transferred to the University 
of Florida after graduating from Rice. 
He shot 47.4 percent from 3-point range 
and averaged 18.2 points per game. 

Egor Koulechov GUARD

Lott transferred to Howard University 
after his freshman year at Rice. 
During his freshman year, he put 
up 5.8 points and 3.2 rebounds. 

Chad Lott GUARD

Letcher-Ellis transferred to the 
University of Nevada after his 
sophomore year. He averaged 7.7 
points and 4.9 rebounds per game. 

Marquez Letcher-Ellis FORWARD

Sophomore forward Robert Martin
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OPENING GAME
Friday (11/10) at 7 p.m. vs. Eastern 
Kentucky University at Tudor


