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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Office of the Clerk of the Faculty Princeton, New Jersey 
9 Nassau Hall  February 23, 2026 

To: Members of the Faculty 

UNIVERSITY FACULTY MEETING 
Monday, March 2, 2026, 4:30 P.M., Nassau Hall 

Following is the agenda for the March meeting of the Faculty: 

1. Call to order by the President. 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of February 2, 2026. [Abstract material distributed 
herewith.]

3. Professor Thomas A. Trezise, Professor of French and Italian, for the special committee
appointed to prepare a memorial resolution on the death of David Bellos, Meredith Howland
Pyne Professor of French Literature; Professor of French and Italian and Comparative
Literature.

Professor Kevin M. Kruse, Professor of History, for the special committee appointed to
prepare a memorial resolution on the death of Alison Isenberg, Professor of History.

Professor A.M. Homes, Professor of the Practice in Creative Writing in the Lewis Center for
the Arts, for the special committee appointed to prepare a memorial resolution on the death
of Edmund V. White, Professor of Creative Writing in the Lewis Center for the Arts, Emeritus.

4. Report from the Dean of the Faculty: 

For the Faculty Advisory Committee on Policy: 

Proposal for updates to Rules and Procedures of the Faculty, Chapter 2, regarding 
adjustments to the spring term calendar. [materials distributed herewith.] 

5. Report from the Dean of the College: 

For the Faculty Committee on the Course of Study: 

Curricular changes in the Department of African American Studies and the Program 
in European Cultural Studies. [materials distributed herewith.] 

Proposal to establish a new minor in Quantum Science and Engineering. [materials 
distributed herewith.] 

Proposal to decommission the certificate in Geological Engineering. [materials 
distributed herewith.] 

6. Unfinished business.

7. New business. 

8. Adjournment.

Leora F. Batnitzky 
Clerk of the Faculty 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
Abstract of the Minutes for the Faculty Meeting of 
Monday, February 2, 2026, 4:30 P.M., Nassau Hall 

1. Madam Provost called the meeting to order at 4:31 pm.

2. The Minutes of the Meeting of December 1, 2025 were approved.

3. Professor Yaacob Dweck, Philip and Beulah Rollins Professor of History; Professor of
History and Judaic Studies, appointed for the special committee appointed to prepare a
memorial resolution on the death of Anson G. Rabinbach, Philip and Beulah Rollins
Professor of History, Emeritus, read the memorial resolution. The faculty stood for a
moment of silence to signal acceptance of the resolution.

Professor João Biehl, Susan Dod Brown Professor of Anthropology, appointed for the
special committee appointed to prepare a memorial resolution on the death of Gananath
Obeyesekere, Professor of Anthropology, Emeritus, read the memorial resolution. The
faculty stood for a moment of silence to signal acceptance of the resolution.

4. The Dean of the Faculty reported for the Faculty Advisory Committee on Policy on a
proposal for updates to Rights, Rules, Responsibilities 2.5.2 and 2.5.3, regarding revisions
to student discipline processes. He asked if there were any questions or comments. There
were none. The faculty voted unanimously to approve the proposal.

The Dean of the Faculty reported for the Committee on Committees’ nomination of faculty
members to stand for election to the Faculty Advisory Committee on Appointments and
Advancements. There were no additional nominations from the floor. Nominations were
closed.

The Dean of the Faculty reported on the Faculty Advisory Committee on Appointments and
Advancements’ nomination of faculty members to stand for election to the Council of the
Princeton University Community. There were no additional nominations  from the floor.
Nominations were closed.

5. The Dean of the College reported for the Faculty Committee on the Course of Study on a
recommendation for curriculum changes in the Departments of East Asian Studies, and
Psychology, the Princeton Neuroscience Institute, and in the Programs in Dance, and
Gender and Sexuality Studies. He asked if there were any questions or comments. There
were none. The faculty voted unanimously to approve the recommendation.

The Dean of the College reported on a proposal to establish a major in Linguistics through
the Program in Linguistics and to discontinue the linguistics major offered through the
Independent Major Program. He asked if there were any questions or comments. There
were none. The faculty voted unanimously to approve the proposal.
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6. The Dean of the Graduate School reported for the Faculty Committee on the Graduate 
School, curriculum subcommittee on a recommendation for curriculum changes in the 
Departments of Art and Archaeology, French and Italian, History, Politics, and Spanish and 
Portuguese, the Andlinger Center for Energy and the Environment, and in the Programs in 
History of Science, and Quantitative and Computational Biology. He asked if there were 
any questions or comments. There were none. The faculty voted unanimously to approve 
the recommendation. 

 
7. There was no unfinished business. 

 
8. There was no new business. 

 
9. The meeting was ajourned at 4:48 pm.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leora Batnitzky 
Clerk of the Faculty 

 
 



To:  Members of the Faculty 
From:  Gene A. Jarrett, Dean of the Faculty 
Re:  Proposal to Adjust University’s Spring Term Calendar 
Date:  February 16, 2026 

For faculty approval, I present to you a proposal to adjust the University’s spring term calendar, 
which would ultimately involve an update to the language of Rules and Procedures of the 
Faculty.  Dean of the College Michael Gordin is representing this proposal on behalf of the 
Faculty Committee on Classrooms and Schedule, which voted unanimously to endorse the 
proposal on February 10, 2026. The Faculty Advisory Committee on Policy likewise voted 
unanimously to endorse the proposal on February 11, 2026. 

Section II.C.2.j. of Rules and Procedures of the Faculty states: “Normally, no major calendar 
proposal shall be acted on by the Faculty unless it shall have been presented at a preceding 
Faculty meeting.” The March 2, 2026, meeting of the Faculty is the occasion of the first 
presentation of the proposed adjustment to the University’s spring term calendar.  

Dean Gordin is available to address any questions or comments from the Faculty. 
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March 2, 2026  
  
TO: Members of the Faculty 
  
FROM: Michael Gordin, Dean of the College  
  
RE: Report on behalf of the Faculty Committee on the Course of Study 

  
 
 
The Committee on the Course of Study recommends approval of the following:  

 
1. Curricular changes in the Department of African American Studies and Program in European 

Cultural Studies (materials attached). 
 

2. Proposal to establish a new minor in Quantum Science and Engineering (proposal attached). 
 

3. Proposal to decommission the certificate in Geological Engineering. 
 
 
 
 

 All best, 
 

 
 
cc:      Kristine Gindele, Executive Assistant to the Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Department of African American Studies 

To add: 
AAS 336 Racial Histories of Gender and Sexuality  

Students will examine histories of and historiographical debates over sex and gender 
within Black communities. The following questions will orient the course: How have 
issues of sex and gender been articulated, used, or represented within the context of 
Black life? To what extent has the study of racialized gender/sexuality changed over 
time? Which methods have researchers taken up to pursue this line of research? And, 
what uses, limitations and ethical dilemmas do different modes of historical inquiry pose 
when deployed in the study of racialized gender/sexuality? Three subjects anchor the 
course: AIDS, the "closet," and gender mutability. M.A. Lee  

  
AAS 443 Black Worldmaking: Freedom Movements Then and Now 

This course explores the social, political, and cultural history of the African diaspora in 
the period spanning national independence and decolonization; civil rights, Black Power, 
and black consciousness; postcolonialism, migration, and transnational cultural 
exchange. It considers the ways Africans and African-descended peoples in the 
Caribbean, Latin America, and Europe helped bring about the fall of the old colonial 
order and responded to the various developments that arose in its wake. Topics will 
include racial formation, nationalism, Pan-Africanism, anticolonialism, anti-apartheid, 
and popular culture. AAS Subfields: AACL, GRE. J.B. Guild 

 
Program in European Cultural Studies  

To add: 
ECS 301 Rethinking European Culture in the Present 

Seminar draws on expertise of guest faculty from Princeton and elsewhere to provide a 
broad, multidisciplinary perspective on turning points in European culture from the late 
middle ages to the present. Gateway course for ECS and Contemporary European 
Politics and Society. Topics in literature, art, music, philosophy, political theory, history 
of science. One three-hour seminar. 

  
ECS 362 Opera: Culture and Politics  

This course examines how politics and culture play out in that most refined of art forms: 
opera. The course will introduce students to the history of European opera, focusing on 
19th century composers in France, Germany, and Italy. We will closely examine three 
operas: one French (Bizet's Carmen), one Italian (Verdi's Aida) and one German 
(Wagner's Die Meistersinger). Following Edward Said's work, we will examine how 
politics and culture play out in these works: European colonialism in Aida; the question 
of antisemitism in Wagner; stereotypes of Spain in Carmen. Includes excursions to the 
Metropolitan Opera. engaged in research and attend weekly meetings as outlined by the 
mentoring faculty. R. Gallo 

  
ECS 376 The Body in Space: Art, Architecture, and Performance  

An interdisciplinary investigation of the status of the human body in the modern 
reinvention of space within the overlapping frames of art, architecture, and the 



performing arts, from the fin-de-siècle to the present. Works by artists, architects, theater 
designers, and film makers who address the human figure in space will be supplemented 
by readings on architectural theory, intellectual and cultural history, psychoanalysis, 
anthropology, and aesthetics. Course will address issues of bodily empathy, the relation 
between bodily perception and space, as well as the animation and mechanization of 
bodies and things inside modern enclosures. S. Papapetros 

 



NNathaliee dee Leon 
Associate Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering
Associated Faculty, Physics 
Associated Faculty, Princeton Plasma Phsyics Laboratory
Co-Director, Princeton Quantum Initiative

Princeton University
B320 Engineering Quadrangle 
Princeton, NJ 08544
P 609-258-5694
npdeleon@princeton.edu

PPrincetonn Quantumm Initiativee 
Proposall forr aa neww Minorr inn Quantumm Sciencee andd Engineeringg 

Overvieww 
Over the last 30 years an exciting frontier has emerged at the intersection of quantum physics 
and information theory: the field of quantum information science and engineering. Across various 
physical platforms, we have begun to build quantum systems of sufficient complexity and 
sophistication to realize new technologies, and we hope to educate the next generation of 
scientists in our work. Just as the 20th century witnessed a technological and scientific revolution 
ushered in by our newfound understanding of quantum mechanics, the 21st century now offers 
the promise of a new class of technologies and lines of inquiry that take full advantage of the 
more fragile, intricate, and “spooky” (as labeled by Einstein) consequences of quantum 
mechanics: coherent superposition, projective measurement, and entanglement. This field has 
broad implications, from many body physics, the creation of new forms of matter, and our 
understanding of the emergence of the classical world, to fundamentally new technological 
applications ranging from new types of computers that can solve currently intractable problems, 
communication channels whose security is guaranteed by the laws of physics, and sensors that 
offer unprecedented sensitivity and spatial resolution.

The Princeton Quantum Initiative (PQI) was launched in 2019, as a university-wide effort to foster 
research and education in quantum science and engineering, bringing together faculty from
Electrical and Computer Engineering, Physics, Computer Science, and Chemistry. PQI has 
initiated many programs including a PhD program in Quantum Science and Engineering in 2024. 
Princeton is also planning a dedicated quantum science and engineering institute and facility to 
further these efforts. As QSE continues to grow and plans to establish an undergraduate 
program in the near future, we propose to create a new Minor in Quantum Science and 
Engineering, continuing efforts to educate students in the field of quantum science. The program 
will be stewarded by Nathalie de Leon, Co-Director of PQI and Associate Professor of ECE as 
well as the PQI executive committee (Bakr, Huse, Raz, Schoop, Thompson, Yazdani). A Director 
of Undergraduate Studies (TBD) will administer the program once it is approved.

Learningg Goalss 
The guiding principle of our curriculum is to ensure that students have training at the intersection 
of quantum physics and quantum information that prepares them for research in frontier topics in 
quantum information science. The QSE Minor will provide rigorous classroom and research 
experiences, enabling our students to gain expertise and make important contributions to this 
critically important field. The specific goals include:

Students will gain knowledge of quantum science and engineering approaches and concept 
inventory, including quantum information, quantum algorithms, and quantum physics.



 

 Students will gain exposure to different platforms and technological goals in quantum science, 
including quantum computing, quantum sensing, and quantum communications, as well as 
different physical implementations of qubits and quantum measurements. 

 Students will develop research skills and mastery of cutting-edge experimental and theoretical 
approaches in quantum science and engineering. 

 Students will develop relationships with peers, faculty, and other researchers across disciplines to 
gain interdisciplinary experience and perspective in quantum science and engineering. 

 
PPrerequisites: 
There are no formal prerequisites for the QSE minor. However, the course requirements 
themselves have prerequisites in first-year physics (PHY 103/104, EGR 151/153) and 
mathematics (MAT 201/202, EGR 152/154).  In order to complete the minor, students will 
generally need to have completed these courses by the end of the sophomore year. 
 
Admission to the Program: 
All Princeton undergraduates will be eligible to apply for the new QSE Minor. Students should 
declare their intention to minor in QSE no later than the spring semester of their junior year.  
 
The minor will be open to current juniors (class of 2027). We anticipate that based on the 
requirements, around 15-20 students would complete a QSE minor each year. This estimate is 
based on typical undergraduate enrollments in ECE 396 (~30-40 per year), QSE 503 (~4-7 per 
year), and ECE 457 (7-15 per year), as well as the number of independent work and senior 
thesis projects across several core quantum faculty groups (10-20 per year). 
 
General Requirements/Program of Study: 
The minor consists of four required courses and one semester of independent work to be carried 
out in the area of quantum science and engineering. Normally, approved independent work will 
be supervised by a member of the PQI faculty. 
 
The required courses include: 

- ECE 396/ COS 396: Introduction to Quantum Computing 
- 1 course in undergraduate quantum mechanics: PHY 208, ECE 342, CHM 305. More 

advanced quantum mechanics courses may also count toward this requirement upon 
approval by the QSE Director of the Minor Program. 

- 2 other quantum courses from the following list. All courses are offered yearly, and the 
enrollments (listed as number enrolled in most recent offering / course capacity) and 
prerequisites are included.  

ECE 441/ENE 441: Solid State Physics I (14/40, ECE 342 or PHY 208 and PHY 
305 or permission of instructor) 
ECE 453: Optical and Quantum Electronics (17/45, none) 
ECE 456/ PHY 456/QSE 421: Quantum Optics (15/50, undergraduate level 
quantum mechanics and electricity and magnetism) 
ECE 457/QSE 420: Experimental Methods in Quantum Computing (7/15, PHY 305 
or ECE 342, ECE 396/COS 396 is recommended but not required)  



 

ECE 568/QSE 503: Implementations of Quantum Information (23/35, no formal 
prerequisites but assumes knowledge of quantum mechanics at an undergraduate 
level) 

 
Quantum courses at the graduate level may count towards the two elective quantum courses, 
upon approval by the QSE Director of the Minor Program. 
 
The required semester of independent work may be a component of the student’s senior thesis, 
senior independent research, or junior independent work.   
 
Students are encouraged to contact the QSE Director of the Minor Program at the beginning of 
their independent work project to ensure that the project is of appropriate scope and topic for the 
QSE minor. Students should submit a one-page description of the independent work to the QSE 
Director of the Minor Program for approval towards the requirement; they may also submit their 
independent work report, thesis draft, presentation slides, or posters in lieu of this one page 
description.  
 
Alternatively, students can satisfy this requirement through a pre-approved summer internship in 
the group of a PQI faculty member or by taking an additional course from the list of quantum 
courses. Students who choose the internship option should submit a one-page summary of the 
work to the Director of the Minor Program. 
 
Up to 2 courses can be double counted with a student’s major. We will allow up to 1 of the four 
required courses to be taken P/D/F for the minor program. 
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TO: COMMITTEE ON THE COURSE OF STUDY (COCS)
FROM: BRANKO GLISIC, CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
RE: REQUEST TO DECOMMISSION PROGRAM IN GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERING

Princeton, NJ, January 28, 2026

PREAMBLE

Program in Geological Engineering was offered by the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
(CEE) to the students who were interested in learning more about geological aspects of civil and 
environmental engineering. Consequently, it was open only to the students enrolled in the department of 
CEE. Princeton University decided to discontinue the offering of Programs with Certificates by AY 2026, 
but offered possibility to convert programs into minors, open to all students.

DECISION TO DISCONTINUE PROGRAM IN GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERING

Program in Geological Engineering was primarily designed to serve students in CEE, and its curriculum 
was closely related to the curriculum of CEE. Hence, converting the program oriented to specific group of 
students in CEE into a minor open to all university students, proved to be challenging. 

The CEE faculty members unanimously decided to discontinue Program in Geological Engineering at a 
CEE faculty meeting held on March 6, 2024. The vote considered the following:

- The students in CEE interested in Geological Engineering can obtain relevant education in that area 
by choosing appropriate elective courses, and thus discontinuing the program will have no adverse 
consequences to the education of students in CEE.

- Besides the students in CEE and potentially students in Geosciences, no other audience interested 
in Geological Engineering could be identified by the CEE faculty members, and thus converting 
the program into a minor did not seem justified.  

IMPLEMENTATION

At the time of vote (March 2024), there were two students of Class 2024, two students of Class 2025, and 
no students of Class 2026 enrolled in the program. The CEE faculty decided to phase out the program as 
follows:

- In May 2024, the two students of Class 2024 graduated.
- Starting with Academic Year 2025 no student would be admitted in the program, including the 

students of Class 2027.
- In May 2025, the two students of Class 2025 graduated; those were the two last students enrolled 

in the program, as no students of Classes 2026 and 2027 were enrolled in the program.
- Starting with Academic Year 2026, no students were enrolled in the program, and the program can 

be decommissioned.

REQUEST TO DECOMMISSION PROGRAM IN GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERING

Considering that the CEE faculty unanimously voted to discontinue Program in Geological Engineering 
and that no students are enrolled in the program, the Department of CEE requests the Committee on the 
Course of Study (COCS) to formally decommission the program.




