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Minnesota Republic
TPUSA Chapter Sets 
Record Straight about 
Cancelled Event
By Henry Carras

Chicago- With college students back at school the usual 
‘free speech’ and liberal bias complaints will begin again. 
The refusal by DePaul University administration to allow 
conservative speakers Candace Owens and Charlie Kirk to 
give a talk at the university seemed to be just another one 
of these stories. 

“For the first time ever, my right to speak as a black conser-
vative is being DENIED at  @DePaulU in Chicago by VP 
Rico Tyler,” Owens Tweeted Tuesday, “He has referred to 
my words as “violent language. BLACK PEOPLE DO NOT 
HAVE TO BE DEMOCRATS is not ‘violent language.’” 
Kirk was equal in condemnation. “The left hates the idea 
there are other ideas,” Kirk said, “They DENIED us because 
they say we say ‘potentially violent’ things. Hey DePaul, 
your fascism is showing.” 

However, not all may be what it seems.

Efforts to invite the Candace Owens/Charlie Kirk Campus 
Clash speaking tour, a tour associated with Turning Point 
USA (TPUSA) to DePaul began in July 2018. Ema Gavri-
lovic, the TPUSA Campus Coordinator, made initial con-
tact with the university’s administration to coordinate the 
event.

“Our hopes for the Campus Clash event were originally to 
bring in speakers knowledgeable on Conservative and Lib-
ertarian politics,” Gavrilovic said, “so we may engage the 
DePaul community through a Conservative lens.”

While some initial steps in setting up the even were suc-
cessful and DePaul administration was cooperative, issues 
started to arise around the advertising of the event and the 
university’s “concerns regarding violent language at the 
sponsoring organizations national convention as well as 
identified populations being singled out in a demeaning 
fashion,” by TPUSA. 

It is university policy that potential events not advertise 
that they are being hosted at DePaul until such an event is 
fully certified by the Student Organization Speaker Review 
Board. TPUSA claims that due to assurances on the part of 
DePaul University, TPUSA advertised that Candace Owens 
and Charlie Kirk would be speaking at DePaul. 

This was stated in both marketing directed at the local 
event to occur at DePaul University and in the marketing 
for the overall Campus Clash tour. Both the DePaul admin-
istration and the TPUSA chapter seem to reject the notion 
that the event was at any point confirmed to be held on the 
DePaul campus. The university claimed in a letter rejecting 
the event that this marketing material violated university 
policy and would need to be changed if the event were to 
proceed. 

While TPUSA took steps to remove the marketing associat-
ed with the local event and some of the marketing material 
associated with the national organization, some references 
to the event being held at DePaul still remained according 
to members of the DePaul administration. The event was 
denied access to campus facilities.

>TPUSA continued on Page 2

Vandals Strike Against Free Speech
By Timothy Wilmot

For three years in a row, the 
University of Minnesota 
chapter of College Republi-
cans has had its panel on the 
Washington Avenue Bridge 
vandalized. Each year, every 
student group at the Univer-
sity has an opportunity to 
paint their own panel(s) on 
the pedestrian-only section 
of the Washington Avenue 
Bridge. 

These panels can display any 
promotional messages the 
clubs desire, so long as they 
fit with university standards, 
which means they cannot 
discriminate against or per-
sonally attack any group of 
people. 

Each year it seems that a 
large number of people are 
upset by the College Repub-
lican panels, as they con-
sistently paint the farthest 
right-leaning viewpoints 
possible without directly 
attacking any group of peo-
ple. For example, their pan-
els have included messages 
endorsing the presidency 
of Donald Trump, such as 
“Trump 2020” and “Build 
The Wall.” 

Although the College Re-
publicans are doing noth-
ing wrong by advocating for 
the political party of their 
choice, the extremely polar-
ized political viewpoints in 
recent years have left oppo-
nents of Trump’s presidency 
fuming over the panels.

Last year, the painting of a 
train with the words “Trump 
Pence 2020” immediately 
provoked negative reactions 
from vehement opposers 
of Trump’s agenda. Imogen 
Page, a senior majoring in 
political science and global 
studies, attempted to tape 

signs over the panels that 
read “resist white suprema-
cy” and “fight fascism.” 

This, the only real breach 
of university policy, was 
met with opposition from 
a member of the College 
Republicans, Ethan Bunn. 
A freshman studying polit-
ical science and economics, 
Bunn said that he saw Page 
attempting to vandalize the 
signs and tried to stop her. 
He took her markers and 
signs and threw them in an 
attempt to protect the free 
speech of his group.

Bystanders saw the kerfuf-
fle progressing and called 
the University of Minnesota 
Police Department. In the 
time between the beginning 
of the altercation and the 
response from the UMPD, 
Page proceeded to deface 
the mural by writing “end 
white supremacy” on one of 
the panels. 

This year’s panels had mes-
sages such as “Make The 
UGreat Again,” referencing 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
slogan from the 2016 elec-
tion, as well as “All opin-
ions are welcome here,” and 
“The proposed pronoun 
policy mocks real social 
issues.” The former refer-
ences the view of the group 
that the right to free speech 
should not be limited to 
certain viewpoints but rath-
er should extend to all peo-
ple, as is written in the first 
amendment. 

The latter message relates to 
the proposed pronoun pol-
icy that, in an effort to pro-
tect the rights of the trans-
gender community, would 
force all people to use the 
correct pronouns for their 
fellow classmates, students 
and staff members, or risk 

disciplinary action to the 
extent of expulsion.

This policy is hotly contested 
by the College Republicans, 
as well as other conservative 
student groups on campus, 
as they feel that it is a breach 
of their first amendment 
rights. They also feel that it 
is unnecessary to place such 
a large emphasis on what 
they view as a trivial issue. 

The views expressed this 
year prompted yet anoth-
er incidence of vandal-
ism, as within two days the 
words “Queer Power” were 
spray-painted across the 
mural. In accordance with 
the University’s standards 
for the “Paint the Bridge 
Event,” none of the messag-
es written by the College 
Republicans in the last three 
years have broken any rules. 

The vandalism, on the other 
hand, has broken rules re-
garding the defacing of oth-
ers’ art, and several of the 
vandals have been punished 
with misdemeanor vandal-
ism charges.

The College Republicans re-
alize that by using strongly 
right-leaning messages re-
garding Donald Trump and 
free speech, they are able 
to elicit a strong emotional 
response from both sides of 
the political spectrum. They 
gain support from many of 
the right-leaning students as 
well as staunch opposition 
from the left-leaning stu-
dents who seem to do noth-
ing but add to the Republi-
can argument for the right 
to free speech extending to 
all people.
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“We were excited to bring 
them on campus, and were 
disappointed when we re-
ceived the rejection letter,” 
Gavrilovic indicated.

Members of the TPUSA 
chapter at DePaul assert it 
was the marketing material 
that was the primary reason 
that the event was denied 
there, and that the universi-
ty’s rejection had little to do 
with the speaking content of 
the event. 

“We were made aware that 
the primary reason of our 
school’s refusal to host 
Charlie Kirk and Candace 
Owens was due to the con-
stant barrage of advertise-
ments that headquarters 
(HQ) was publishing detail-
ing the event’s location to be 
on campus before the event 
was confirmed,” the TPU-
SA DePaul chapter said in a 
public statement, 

“While it is true that the po-
tentially hateful speech was 
a secondary concern by the 
DePaul administration it 
was not the primary reason 
for the rejection; HQ never 
addressed this speech con-
cern – if HQ truly saw it as 
the primary concern-- in 
the appeals process to ad-
ministration.”

The TPUSA national orga-
nization saw the process dif-
ferently.

“At this point it’s clear, we’ve 
been blocked from campus 
simply because we’re con-
servative. DePaul’s plan was 
to delay, delay, delay, and 
then claim there was no lon-
ger ‘enough time,’” the TPU-
SA national organization 
said in a press release, “We 

will not let them get away 
with this deception. They 
never intended to let us 
speak and they used every 
bureaucratic tactic in the 
book to restrict our speech.”

Members of the TPUSA 
chapter stated that while 
particular members of the 
decision board may have 
had an anti-conservative 
agenda, the board in general 
seemed to be forthcoming 
with help.

“We do believe we were 
fairly treated by the admin-
istration,” Gavrilovic said,  
“The administration kept 
in contact with our chapter 
to discuss how the process 
is going and to discuss next 
steps. 

After HQ stepped up and 
started contacting  admin-
istration more , the admin-
istration was still generous 
enough to share extra in-
formation to Turning Point 
about how the process is go-
ing, the timeline of events, 
and just seemed overall fair 
and cooperative despite 
continued building pressure 
from the HQ side to host 
the event.”

While DePaul is known for 
having rejected Ben Shap-
iro, the university did not 
respond to whether or not 
the current situation with 
Charlie Kirk and Candace 
Owens was distinguishable 
from prior denials.

“We are still excited that the 
event is taking place albeit 
on an off-campus location,” 
Gavrilovic explained, “We 
support the event itself.”
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DePaul’s TPUSA Chapter

by Nick Majerus

Campus Reform Edi-
tor-in-Chief Lawrence Jones 
paid the University of Min-
nesota a visit on Wednesday 
night, October 17, as part of 
his “Liberal Privilege” tour. 

The event was sponsored by 
Turning Point and naturally, 
the outside of Anderson hall 
was outfitted to the nines 
with police and barricades. 

The inside of Anderson 
was packed full of students 
mingling about around a ta-
ble with full Turning Point 
merchandise and stickers. 
Just inside the lecture hall, 
however, many anxious and 
excited students took their 
seats and eagerly awaited 
Jones’s lecture. 

With Lawrence Jones be-
ing the Editor-in-Chief of 
Campus Reform, there was 
bound to be some contro-
versy. Jones opened up his 
lecture with a full disclosure 
that every opinion is valid 
and accepted, but there were 
to be no protests or inter-
ruptions during his lecture.

He was speaking to those 
conservative students on 

campus who feel that they 
have to sacrifice and repress 
their conservative leanings 
for social acceptance - thus, 
the “liberal privilege.”

 Jones spoke to a crowd of 
just over 80 students. 

He aimed to inspire a new 
generation of conserva-
tives to stand up for what 
they believe in by convey-
ing an optimistic message 
with themes such as “don’t 
compromise on your prin-
ciples” and advocating an 
open market of ideas here 
on campus. These remarks 
were met with smirks and 
reaffirming nods that moved 
through the crowd. 

Here was a place where ev-
erybody was welcome to 
agree with whoever they 
pleased with no social stig-
ma.  

Jones spoke passionately for 
just over 30 minutes and 
then opened it up to a Q&A 
session, which lasted for 
more than 45 minutes. 

Members of the crowd were 
moved by Jones’s lecture. 
Some even felt that they had 
to go up and shake his hand 

after praising him in their 
question. 

Most questions were the 
typical fluff which is to be 
expected at these kinds of 
events, but one question, in 
particular, stood out. 

A black conservative stu-
dent here stood up and 
emotionally asked Mr. Jones 
how to respond to liberals 
or other black students who 
call him an “Uncle Tom.”

Jones reaffirmed his earlier 
sentiments of “don’t com-
promise on your principles,” 
and responded with kind-
ness and sympathy to the 
student. After an emotional 
exchange and a story from 
his childhood, the student 
sat down, satisfied with the 
answer. 

That particular student’s 
question demonstrates yet 
another example of liberal 
“tolerance” on campus, and 
really illustrates the need 
for speakers like Jones to 
come and show that differ-
ing opinions exist, and are 
accepted, in the real world.
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Lawrence Jones speaking at 2018 Conservative Political Action Conference. Photo Credit Gage Skidmore

Lawrence Jones Speaks at UMN

Candace Owens speaks to the 2018 Young Women’s Leadership Sum-
mit hosted by TPUSA in Dallas, Texas. Photo Credit Gage Skidmore

Environmental 
Speakers and Free 

Speech Events!
Email us at 

cfact@umn.edu
Student Services Fee Funded



FEATURES
3

vol. 14
issue 3

Mitch Bendis 
 Editor-in-chief

Tiana Meador 
 Managing Editor

Michael Geiger
 Business Manager

Nick Majerus
        Digital Content Manager

Quinn Daley
 Copy Editor

Marissa Huberty 
 Copy Editor

Addison Scufsa
Justine Schwarz
Henry Carras
Callie Hardesty
Timothy Wilmot
Oguz Gurbuz
Mira LaNasa
 Contributors

STAFF

MORE ONLINE!

Facebook: /MinnRepublic
Twitter: @MinnRepublic
www.mnrepublic.com

Our Mission:

“The Minnesota Republic 
strives to provide the Uni-
versity of Minnesota with 
an engaging and informa-
tive publication that ad-
vances conservative, classi-
cal liberal, and libertarian 
ideas. We  encourage robust 
debate and promote free ex-
pression, offering stories not 
covered and perspectives of-
ten not heard on campus or 
in the mainstream media.”

Minnesota Ranked Least Tax-Friendly State

By Timothy Wilmot

According to recent rank-
ings by finance website 
Kiplinger, Minnesota is at 
the top of the list of the least 
tax-friendly states to live in.
In 2013, Minnesota added 
a new top income tax rate 
of 9.85% behind only Cali-
fornia, Hawaii and Oregon 
(13.3, 11, and 9.9 percent 
respectively). 

The difference between 
Minnesota and the states 
with higher income tax rates 
can primarily be attributed 
to the fact that California 
has a tax bracket for in-
comes over a million dollars 
and Hawaii has bracket for 
income over 200,000. 

When compared to the top 
income bracket of $160,000 
for Minnesota, this means 
that although the top tax 
brackets of California and 
Oregon pay more taxes, 
Minnesota has a high tax 
rate for a lower income. The 
lowest income tax rate in 
Minnesota is 5.35%, behind 
only Maine and North Car-
olina (5.8, and 5.499 percent 
respectively). However, as 
for Maine and North Car-
olina, Maine does not have 
a tax bracket beyond 7.15% 
and North Carolina has a 
flat income tax rate. 

Additionally, Minnesota’s 
tax rate for its lowest tax 
bracket is higher than the 
highest tax rate in 23 other 
states. Overall, Minnesota 
ranks in the top 4 for the 
highest tax rate in both the 
lowest and highest tax 

haul means that hundreds 
of thousands of Minneso-
tans will be paying higher 
state taxes due to the loss of 
some exemptions on their 
tax returns. Minnesota law-
makers made an attempt to 
remedy this issue but were 
ultimately unable to agree 
on a solution.

Although Minnesota is cur-
rently the least tax friendly 
state, there is plenty of room 
for improvement. Accord-
ing to recent estimates, the 
surplus this year is projected 
to be over $1.5 billion. This 
has provoked calls for tax 
reforms from both Demo-
crats and Republicans. 

Governor Mark Dayton has 
proposed a $300 million tax 
cut, but Republicans in the 
Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives have proposed 
tax cuts upwards of $1.35 
billion.

Governor Dayton’s less ex-
treme tax cut plan would 
primarily hope to relieve 
some of the burden on 
low-income residents along 
with those in need of child 
care support. The House Re-
publicans have a much more 
extreme goal in mind, but 
do not propose any cuts on 
income tax rates. 

Rather they propose tax 
cuts for Social Security re-
cipients, farmers, business 
owners and college gradu-
ates with heavy debt. 

Additionally, they hope to 
raise estate tax exemption 
levels to the federal level, 

brackets.

In addition to the high in-
come tax, Minnesota has 
an average local sales tax of 
7.43 percent. Only sixteen 
states have higher tax rates, 
and of those sixteen, Cali-
fornia is the only one that 
also has a higher income tax 
rate.

California continues its 
trend of higher taxes than 
Minnesota with almost 
double the gas tax per gal-
lon ($0.54 compared to 
$0.29 in Minnesota) but 
that is where the tables turn. 
The median property tax in 
Minnesota is fifty percent 
higher than that of Califor-
nia (1.2% of the home value, 
compared to 0.8% in Cali-
fornia). Furthermore, Cal-
ifornia does not have taxes 
on inheritances or estates 
while Minnesota does.

With property tax repre-
senting 31.3% of all state tax 
collections, Minnesota is 
placed very high compared 
to almost any state, especial-
ly California. Sales tax and 
income tax are close behind, 
accounting for a combined 
46%. California catches 
up in this respect but then 
takes a drop by not taxing 
inheritance. 

Furthermore, Minnesota 
uses federal tax rates as the 
starting point for calculat-
ing state taxes, which could 
prove to be very problemat-
ic with the federal tax over-
haul.

The new federal tax over

as well as exclude the first 
$200,000 in property val-
ue from the state business 
property tax. They also pro-
posed a repeal of the adjust-
ment of the cigarette tax for 
inflation, that would make 
the $3.04 per pack tax per-
manent.

-------------------------------
Governor Mark Dayton 
has proposed a $300 
million tax cut, but Re-
publicans in the Minne-
sota House of Represen-
tatives have proposed 
tax cuts upwards of 
$1.35 billion.
-------------------------------

Minnesotan taxes are cur-
rently above average in just 
about every respect besides 
those on gasoline and ve-
hicles. This alone puts the 
state in the upper echelon 
of total tax burden, but what 
ultimately puts Minnesota 
at the top of the list of the 
least tax-friendly states is 
that Minnesotan lawmakers 
are unable to agree on the 
best way to relieve some of 
the tax burden. 

With the federal tax over-
haul and now the lack of 
some exemptions from their 
tax returns, Minnesotans 
should expect to be paying 
some of the highest taxes in 
the country until the state 
government is able to agree 
on the best way to decrease 
this burden.
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Downtown Minneapolis from across the Mississippi River. At right, the Stone Arch Bridge.
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Abuse Allegations Linger over Keith Ellison
By Tiana Meador

As of Sunday, Karin Hou-
sley, the Republican nomi-
nee for U.S. Senate officially 
threw in the towel and re-
quested that a full investiga-
tion be done on Minnesota’s 
Rep. Keith Ellison, looking 
into the allegations of do-
mestic violence, both phys-
ical and emotional towards 
his former girlfriend, Karen 
Monahan.  

However, on Monday, 
Oct.1, Minnesota’s Demo-
crats met with something 
new in the air- not a good 
feeling either. The party-led 
investigation found that the 
domestic-abuse allegations 
were left “unsubstantiated,” 
as Susan Ellingstad, a Min-
neapolis attorney who had 
been hired by the Minne-
sota DFL, said her internal 
investigation was “Unable 
to substantiate.”

“I don’t know why anyone 
would be surprised by that. 
The Democratic Party hires 
lawyers close to the Dem-
ocratic Party to investigate 
a sensitive candidate, and 
they come back saying ‘not 
enough here, I don’t think 
that was surprising,” said 
University of Minnesota po-
litical science professor Lar-
ry Jacobs, in an article for 

The Washington Times.

But the question remains, 
whether or not the allega-
tions are true, how can El-
lison recover from such a 
negative spotlight?

“I believe women who come 
forward must be heard, and 
to have their allegations ful-
ly investigated,” Ellison said. 
“This is why I have com-
plied with this investigation 
fully, and will do so with any 
other inquiries. ... At this 
time, I will be focusing on 
the issues of this important 
election.”

Ellison, choosing to conduct 
some public relations efforts 
in the direction of the #Me-
Too movement is seeming 
to comply with everything 
requested of him- a trend 
we are witnessing amongst 
many of those men being 
investigated for mal-con-
duct, such as Brett Kavana-
ugh.

But in this case, Ellison’s 
party is complying in back-
ing him.

In a statement, DFL Chair-
man Ken Martin said, “The 
investigation report, which 
was released today without 
our knowledge by someone 
outside of our organization,

 was unable to substantiate 
the claim of physical abuse 
made by Ms. Monahan,” 
however, “For the purpose 
of objectivity and getting all 
of the facts regarding these 
allegations, we have decided 
to forward the information 
in the investigation to local 
authorities in order to let 
them review the contents 
and determine whether fur-
ther investigation is war-
ranted.”

The allegations were El-
lison’s ex-girlfriend, Mo-
nahan, claimed, “Ellison 
dragged her off a bed by her 
feet while screaming ob-
scenities at her in 2016,” she 
stated that she had footage 
proof of the incident, and 
strategically pushed the alle-
gation days before the Dem-
ocratic primary for Minne-
sota attorney general.

This whole situation is rath-
er frustrating, and puts 
Democrats in a weird po-
sition, where they want to 
support the #MeToo move-
ment, and allow all wom-
en to speak and be heard, 
but they also cannot charge 
someone with unsubstanti-
ated allegations.

Alex Pappas, reporter for 
Fox News said, “A draft re-
port obtained by the AP 

noted Monahan’s shifting 
rationale for refusing to 
produce the video footage, 
including that it was lost, 
was on a USB drive in stor-
age and would be too em-
barrassing and traumatic to 
release it.”

“I’ve been smeared, threat-
ened, isolated from my own 
party. I provided medical 
records from 2017, stating 
on two different Dr. Visits, 
I told them about the abuse 
and who did it. My therapist 
released records stating I 
have been dealing and heal-
ing from the abuse,” said 
Monan.

However, this is not a matter 
of believing or not, its that 
she made the allegations 
stating she had proof, but 
has repeatedly shifted on 
her ability to provide it.

“Four people, including my 
supervisor at the time, stat-
ed that I came to them after 
and shared the exact story 
I shared publicly, I shared 
multiple text between me 
and Keith, where I discuss 
the abuse with him and 
much more. As I said be-
fore, I knew I wouldn’t be 
believed,” added Monan.

This is an emergent trend 
however, where when some-
one us up for position in of-
fice, or another position of 
power, women start coming 
forth with allegations- and 
then seemingly, fall through 
the cracks.

But the #MeToo movement 
has its switchiness, when it 
comes to lawful and fair in-
vestigations.

Monan said, “The fact that 
both parties only care if it 
scores political points is 
hypocritical, do you think 
a person who has dealt with 
any form of abuse by politi-
cians is thinking about pol-
itics? No, we & are families 
are trying to heal.”

But the question remains, 
why make it political, if it 
was never her intent?

Nevertheless, the investiga-
tion is ongoing, as Martin, 
has decided the investiga-
tion needs to be pushed to 
law enforcement for further

 review.

Briana Bierschbach said in 
a report with MPR News, 
“The investigation took 
weeks and included messag-
es, doctor’s notes and inter-
views with Ellison, Monah-
an and others.”

“We understand the public’s 
desire for definitive answers 
in this matter, but absent 
substantiated evidence that 
proves the claim or defini-
tive exculpatory evidence, 
we believe it is prudent to 
ask law enforcement au-
thorities to review the infor-
mation as a final step in this 
process,” said Martin in his 
statement.

Although it may feel like 
her situation is being disre-
garded, Monan’s claims are 
not being taken lightly, and 
must be thoroughly, lawful-
ly, and fairly evaluated.

“It’s still unclear which law 
enforcement agency will 
conduct the review. The par-
ty late Monday said it would 
ask the Minneapolis City 
Attorney’s Office, which 
prosecutes misdemeanor 
criminal cases within city 
limits, to take a look. 

Shortly after that, however, 
the city attorney’s office said 
it had a potential conflict of 
interest — Jeremiah Ellison, 
Keith Ellison’s son, sits on 
the Minneapolis City Coun-
cil — and was seeking an-
other jurisdiction to review 
the matter,” said Biersbach.

Claims such as this tend to 
dig up many years of details 
that may no longer even be 
applicable, as we are wit-
nessing in Kavanaugh’s tri-
als. However, as both par-
ties make an effort to push 
towards an equal “hearing 
out” per se, rather than the 
#MeToo movement, which 
tends to be more left-cen-
tered, we see the investiga-
tions become less timely. 

Whether this is good or not 
for the victim, only the final 
decision can tell.
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Students For Liberty: Ending the War on Drugs
By Marissa Huberty

On Saturday, October 13th, 
Students for Liberty hosted 
its Midwest Regional Con-
ference at the University of 
Minnesota. The theme of 
the conference was “Ending 
the War on Drugs,” and a 
variety of speakers, partner 
organizations, and students 
came from across the US to 
participate in the event. 

SFL Midwest Regional Di-
rector Charlie Gers select-
ed the theme to shed light 
on the massive injustices 
brought about through the 
War on Drugs and the prev-
alence of opioid abuse and 
overdoses in the nation.

Jim Lark, the first speaker, 
addressed some of those in-
justices in his presentation. 
Lark is on the SFL board of 
advisors and is secretary on 
the board of advisors at Lib-
erty International. His goal 
was to educate attendees on 
the “perversions of justice” 
which constitute civil asset

forfeiture.

These forfeiture laws, which 
exist at both the state and 
federal levels, must be dis-
tinguished from criminal 
asset forfeiture laws. Under 
criminal forfeiture, property 
is taken from individuals af-
ter they have been convicted 
of a crime. 

Under civil forfeiture, prop-
erty is confiscated before an 
individual has been convict-
ed of a crime - or gets taken 
even if the individual never 
gets charged with a crime.

Lark criticized other aspects 
which make civil asset for-
feiture “morally wrong” as 
well. In a complete upend-
ing of our criminal justice 
system, defendants in civil 
forfeiture cases are required 
to prove their innocence - to 
prove that they weren’t par-
ticipating in any illegal ac-
tivity like drug transporting. 

It is extremely difficult for

forfeiture victims to reclaim
their property from law en-
forcement agencies, even if 
the charges against the vic-
tim were dropped.

President and cofounder of 
Sensible Minnesota Maren 
Schroeder voiced similar 
criticisms about the current 
state of our legal system. In 
the past, Schroeder success-
fully petitioned for PTSD to 
be added to the list of dis-
eases eligible for treatment 
with medical cannabis. She 
reported that, as of October 
11th, there were 12,503 pa-
tients on medical cannabis 
in Minnesota.

Still, Schroder is not satis-
fied. She explained that, in 
2016, the government in-
creased the legal threshold 
for possession of controlled 
substances but decreased 
the threshold for weed. She 
pointed out the racial dis-
parities as well; for every 
white person arrested on 
marijuana-related charges, 

twelve blacks were as well.

Schroeder would like to see 
personal use and cultivation 
of marijuana be decriminal-
ized, and she was not the 
only one. Keynote speaker 
Matt Kibbe expressed simi-
lar sentiments in his presen-
tation. 

Using anecdotal evidence 
from friends as well as his 
own experience with cancer, 
Kibbe highlighted an over-
looked function of medi-
cal cannabis: weaning opi-
oid-using medical patients 
and opioid addicts alike off 
the addictive substance.

Of course, the day was not 
just filled with marijuana 
discussion. Speakers ad-
dressed a variety of relevant, 
liberty-related topics, from 
free speech on college cam-
puses to the merits of capi-
talism. Minnesota local Joe 
McKenzie hosted a breakout 
session where he discussed 
the importance of

community leadership.

Conference attendees had 
the opportunity to talk to 
the speakers one-on-one 
and network with each oth-
er during the fifteen-min-
ute breaks following each 
speaker’s session. Attendees 
received free liberty T-shirts 
and books, too.

In his opening remarks, 
Charlie Gers said he envi-
sioned a “brighter, freer fu-
ture for all.” The conference 
equipped students with the 
information and tools nec-
essary to spread the ideals 
of liberty around their cam-
puses and across their com-
munities.

MNR
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The Murder of Jamal Khashoggi and How It Became About Trump

Homeless Encampment Reveals Housing Deficiencies

By Oguz Gurbuz

On October 2nd, Jamal 
Khashoggi, a US resident 
and Washing Post colum-
nist was reportedly killed at 
the Saudi Arabian Consul-
ate in Istanbul. While there 
were reports that he may 
have been kidnapped at first 
since SA hasn’t released any 
evidence to suggest he’s still 
alive with two weeks past 
and under increasing pres-
sure, it is all but certain that 
he is dead. 

What we know so far is that 
a team of 15 Saudis landed 
in Turkey, at 3:13 am and 
with a private charter plane, 
included in this team was 
an autopsy specialist and 
carried by them was a bone 
saw.

At first Arabia has denied 
any knowledge of Khashog-
gi’s disappearance and 
claimed that he left the con-
sulate but failed to provide 
footage from the embassy 
showing him leaving, de-
spite the fact that the con-
sulate is surrounded with

would be. Trump has also 
promised “severe punish-
ment” against SA if the alle-
gations were determined to 
be true but has not offered 
any further details on what 
this punishment would in-
volve.

-------------------------------
At first Arabia has de-
nied any knowledge of 
Khashoggi’s disappear-
ance and claimed that 
he left the consulate but 
failed to provide foot-
age from the embassy.
----------------------------

The situation is still devel-
oping and a rush to judge-
ment on what course of ac-
tion, if any, may be taken on 
the part of the White House. 
Would be ill advised at this 
stage. 

It is clear however that 
Khashoggi’s murder has al-
ready severely damaged SA’s 
plans for the future.
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While congressman from 
both sides of the aisle have 
come out saying that the 
Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin should join the list 
of those who will not attend, 
there have been no updates 
from Mnuchin about the 
status of his trip. 

Furthermore the White 
House has come under 
fire after Trump said that 
the arms deal worth over 
100 Billion USD with SA 
wouldn’t be cancelled over 
this murder. 

He also offered an excuse 
on SA’s behalf by suggesting 
that it may have been “rogue 
killers” and has brought 
up Khashoggi status as a 
non-citizen(Khashoggi was 
a US permenant resident) 
in the middle of a press con-
ference about what the next 
step for the administration

sectors other than oil that 
the Kingdom is changing. 
With the diminishing im-
portance of petroleum and 
SA’s diminishing impor-
tance in producing it (as the 
US has ramped up produc-
tion in the last decade to 
historically high levels) the 
new crown prince of SA has 
laid out a plan to transform 
SA’s economy by 2030.

 The crown prince of SA has 
recognized that unless SA 
diversifies its economy that 
its prospects going forward 
are nearly non-existent. It 
just so happens that Davos 
in the Desert and similar 
events are critical as the 
nation needs these compa-
nies to start diversifying its 
economy at a meaningful 
pace. 

In the light of recent events 
here are some(not all) of 
the companies that have 
pulled out alongside most 
major news organizations 
that were to cover the event 
as well as the IMF and the 
World Bank:

 cameras. Since then a sto-
ry has emerged about how 
Khashoggi may have re-
corded his own torture and 
demise with his apple watch 
and that this recording was 
obtained by Turkish In-
telligence Agencies. How-
ever several experts have 
weighed in suggesting that 
this scenario was unlike-
ly and would’ve required 
Khashoggi to be connected 
to the wi-fi at the consulate. 
A more likely scenario is th

at The Turkish Intelligence 
Agencies lied about the 
means by which they ob-
tained the audio recording 
of Khashoggi’s demise. It is 
speculated that these agen-
cies had the SA Consulate 
bugged. The recording is yet 
to be released to the public.

The reactions to this event 
has been immediate yet di-
vided. Most decisive and 
damaging backlash so far 
has come from companies 
pulling out of the confer-
ence dubbed “Davos in the 
Desert” that is meant to 
convince companies in

By Timothy Wilmot

Over the course of the past 
few months, an encamp-
ment of homeless individu-
als has been rapidly growing 
near Hiawatha & Cedar Av-
enues in south Minneapolis.  

This encampment consists 
of a multitude of tents and 
other temporary structures, 
packed like sardines onto all 
available soft surfaces. 
The encampment is home to 
more than 300  men, wom-
en, and children- the major-
ity of whom are of Native 
American descent.
 
The Minneapolis City 
Council’s Housing and De-
velopment Committee has 
been tasked with provid-
ing temporary housing for 
the people living in the en-
campment. 

The city has discussed mul-
tiple concepts for housing 
these people, including 
large, heated tents, unused 
warehouses, and emergency 
dwellings that traditional-
ly houses people following 
natural disasters. Many of

inhaler. These deaths have 
shown that, while homeless 
people may feel more com-
fortable living in a group 
rather than on their own, 
the encampment is not sus-
tainable for the safety of its 
residents. The drug-related 
deaths are suspected of be-
ing from drugs sold with-
in the encampment; while 
the suspected drug dealers 
have since been removed 
from the camp, there is still 
a prevailing issue with drug 
usage.

As city officials work dili-
gently to create short-term 
solutions for the winter, 
they must also continue to 
ponder a permanent solu-
tion that includes a much 
larger quantity of affordable 
housing for those in need.
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of several Native American 
nonprofit organizations, 
the encampment’s residents 
have been provided with 
supplemental food as well 
as showers, haircuts, and a 
services center.

The current lack of emer-
gency housing options has 
led to the realization that 
the Minneapolis area is 
not sufficiently equipped 
to accommodate all of its 
homeless residents. The en-
campment represents only 
a portion of the total home-
less population, and the city 
has already been struggling 
to find accommodations. 

Three people have died in 
the encampment: Two over-
dosed on drugs, and an-
other had an asthma attack 
without an available 

to this site and hopes to have 
a functional navigation cen-
ter open in early December 
or sooner. 

The navigation center, bor-
rowing from concepts used 
in San Francisco to accom-
modate its long-term home-
less residents, will provide 
temporary housing and 
services to people in need 
while also helping residents 
search for future sustainable 
housing accommodations.
 
While the navigation center 
is under construction, the 
city council of Minneapo-
lis and local tribal leaders 
have been considering the 
temporary use of Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency-style trailers. These 
trailers can accommodate 
up to 54 beds each and are 
used to accommodate peo-
ple who lose their homes to 
natural disasters. 

These shelters would not be 
ideal as a long-term solu-
tion, but they would at least 
be able to offer a reprieve 
from the harsh Minnesota 
winter. With the assistance

the residents of the camp 
have pled with the commit-
tee for help finding housing 
for the winter, and, in late 
September, the Minneapo-
lis City Council approved a 
plan to relocate the encamp-
ment from Hiawatha Ave-
nue to the land of the Red 
Lake Band of Chippewa. 

Earlier in September, plans 
were also been announced 
to move some of the peo-
ple to a 400,000 square foot 
warehouse in the East Phil-
lips neighborhood.

On Friday, September 21, 
the tribal leaders offered a 
location south of the Frank-
lin Avenue light rail station 
to use as temporary housing 
for the encampment’s res-
idents during this coming 
winter.  This location has 
multiple abandoned build-
ings, some of which were 
acquired with the purpose 
of building low-income 
housing in the near future. 

On Wednesday, September 
26, the Minneapolis City 
Council voted unanimously 
to relocate the encampment
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Is Single-Payer Healthcare Feasible?

Nikki Haley to Resign as UN Ambassador

By Marissa Huberty

On October 1st, DFL Sen-
ator John Marty and GOP 
Senator Scott Jensen came 
together to debate sin-
gle-payer healthcare. Mike 
Keefer of Blue Cross Blue 
Shield introduced the pair, 
and he openly admitted 
that, given his career, he 
isn’t too keen on the idea 
of a single-payer healthcare 
system. He described both 
Marty and Jensen as “princi-
pled” men. Marty has been 
in the Senate for over three 
decades, and he advocated 
for a single-payer system 
before it became popular. 

Jensen is vice chair of the 
Health and Human Services 
Committee in the Senate 
and a former primary care 
physician. Keefer opened by 
saying that both politicians 
agree the US needs a reform 
in its healthcare policies, 
but it soon became apparent 
that their similarities end 
there.

Jensen emphasized that we 
need to define what we real-
ly need; we don’t need every-
thing. Canada, despite hav-
ing a “universal” healthcare 
system, doesn’t cover vision, 
dental, or prescription drug 
care. The Canadian govern-
ment only pays 70% toward 
its single-payer system, and 
the US pays 50%, so why are 
we made out to be so terri-
ble?

In the packed auditorium 
audience, Jensen received a 
brief round of applause for 
one of his points, but there 
were still plenty of head 
shakes and mumbled dis-
sents. 

Regardless of whether any 
changes are made to our 
healthcare system, it’s clear 
that this is an issue many 
Americans are still passion-
ate about.
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 would spike to 25-30%. If 
California had backed away 
from the table, there was no 
reason to believe the entire 
country could make it work.

The moderator seemed to 
take Jensen’s side in this, 
pointing out another case 
to Marty. In 2011, Vermont 
passed the nation’s first sin-
gle-payer healthcare law, but 
by 2014, the state realized it 
would have to increase tax-
es and could not afford the 
new plan. The single-payer 
system would cost nearly as 
much as the entire budget 
for the state.

Marty wasn’t deterred by 
this. Admitting that he 
hadn’t yet gotten econo-
mists’ official estimate on the 
cost of his proposed plan, he 
nevertheless declared that 
single-payer would be less 
expensive that multi-payer 
when we account for how 
much we’d be cutting on ad-
ministrative costs.

To cap off his argument, 

question “Is healthcare a 
privilege or a right?” How-
ever, Jensen is highly skep-
tical of the feasibility and 
affordability of creating a 
completely universal health-
care plan. In trying to fund 
transportation, education, 
and other areas, it simply 
isn’t doable. We have a col-
lective moral imperative, yet 
we cannot just “give every-
thing to everyone regardless 
of cost.”

Jensen outlined those costs 
in detail. In Minnesota, we 
spend $50 billion on health-
care annually - including 
what comes from the gov-
ernment and what comes 
from citizens. To illustrate 
his point, he explained 
that California had recent-
ly looked into switching to 
single-payer and discovered 
it would cost $400 billion to 
do so. 

Economists had also esti-
mated that, if California 
were to go through with the 
plan, the inflation rate

Moderator Larry Jacobs di-
rected the first question to 
Marty, who passionately 
explained that America still 
has millions of people who 
can’t afford any health in-
surance. Plenty of others do 
have coverage but can’t af-
ford their copays and other 
costs. 

His plan is to implement a 
universal healthcare system 
that covers everyone for all 
their needs - including eye 
care, chemical dependency, 
and other overlooked ar-
eas. Everybody would pay 
into the system according to 
their ability, and everybody 
would use and benefit from 
it. His plan would be far 
more comprehensive than 
Barack Obama’s Affordable 
Care Act, which didn’t even 
cover dental.

One area where Jensen 
agreed with Marty is that we 
do need a core healthcare 
package available to all cit-
izens. In that regard, he said 
we’ve moved beyond the 

By Addison Scufsa

President Trump and Nik-
ki Haley announced in a 
press conference early last 
week that Haley will be re-
signing shortly as the US 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, a position she has 
held since the beginning of 
the administration. She will 
officially resign at the end of 
the year in order to give the 
President more time to find 
a suitable replacement. 

Haley has served as UN 
ambassador since the start 
of the Trump administra-
tion, receiving praise from 
Trump, Vice President 
Pence, and many others for 
her work in the UN. Previ-
ously, she was South Caro-
lina’s Governor for six years 
and also was a representa-
tive in the South Carolina 
House. 

Known for her fiscal conser-
vatism as well as her stance 
against the Confederate flag 
that flew on the state capitol 
grounds in 2015, many have 
speculated that Haley might 
run for President in 2020. 
During her resignation 
press conference with

I have been in public office 
for fourteen straight years.”

Haley also says she sees her 
move from the public sphere 
to the private one as “not a 
step down, but a step up,” 
commenting that Trump 
may very well agree being a 
businessman himself. 

As far as finding a replace-
ment for Haley goes, Trump 
has been very tight lipped, 
refusing to tell almost any-
one who he wants according 
to a senior Trump adminis-
tration official.
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frequently during her ten-
ure as ambassador. 

While it may seem surpris-
ing that Haley would step 
down as UN ambassador, 
she says she just needed a 
break from politics. In her 
resignation letter she men-
tions the importance of 
switching leadership, saying 
“As a strong supporter of 
term limits, I have long be-
lieved that rotation in office 
benefits the public.

 Between the UN Ambassa-
dorship and serving in the 
South Carolina Governor-
ship and General Assembly, 

of State Rex Tillerson. “She 
told me probably six months 
ago, ‘You know maybe at 
the end of the year -- at the 
end of the two year period 
-- but by the end of the year 
I want to take a little time 
off, I want to take a break,’” 
Trump said to reporters.
 
-------------------------------
“We’re all happy for 
you in one way, but we 
hate to lose -- hopefully 
you’ll be coming back 
at some point but in a 
different capacity. You 
can have your pick.” 
-Donald Trump
-------------------------------

The UN and US relation had 
been explosive so far under 
the Trump administration 
and Nikki Haley. Both Ha-
ley and Trump pressured the 
UN to put heavier sanctions 
on North Korea, attempting 
to force them to denuclear-
ize once and for all. 

The US moved its official 
embassy in Israel to Jerusa-
lem as well as criticize the 
UN Human Rights Coun-
cil for its bias against Israel, 
something Haley has done

President Trump, she quick-
ly put down any speculation 
that she would run, saying, 
“I will say this for all of you 
that are going to ask about 
2020 — no, I am not run-
ning for 2020.”

She followed up that state-
ment by saying she would 
campaign for Trump in 
2020 and that she looks for-
ward to working with him 
in the future. 

Trump echoed her senti-
ments, wishing her luck and 
leaving open the possibility 
that she might come and 
work for the administration 
again. “We’re all happy for 
you in one way, but we hate 
to lose -- hopefully you’ll be 
coming back at some point 
but in a different capacity. 
You can have your pick.”

President Trump also 
quelled any concerns that 
this was a surprise resig-
nation, something that has 
been an issue for the ad-
ministration. Many officials 
have quit or been fired in 
the almost two years since 
his cabinet was formed, 
including former White 
House Press Secretary Sean 
Spicer and former Secretary
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OPINION

by Tiana Meador

In Mar. 2018 University of 
Minnesota’s student govern-
ment voted unanimously to 
rename Coffman Memorial 
Union simply to Memorial 
Union, to condemn the ra-
cially discriminatory prac-
tices of previous president, 
Lotus D. Coffman. Howev-
er, currently, Coffman still 
stands with its same name, 
along with a few other main 
buildings with problematic 
pasts.

A Campus Divided is an 
exhibit being held on the 
fourth floor of Wilson Li-
brary from Sept. 10 to Oct. 
31. This exhibit highlights 
the disparities between how 
the university treated race 
in history as compared to 
present day. 

However, there are two is-
sues here: they are wild 
about pressing an exhibit on 
students in regards to how 
horrible the past was, but 
there is no immediate ac-
tion to resolve those issues? 
Secondly, Papa John’s mys-
teriously disappeared off 
campus following this past 
May’s racist comments, but 
renaming a building cannot 
happen as quick. Interest-
ing.

As cited by Tala Alfoqaha, 
writer for The Wake, “What 
do Coffman, Middlebrook, 
Nicholson, and Coffey Hall 
all have in common? A 
quick visit to the “Campus 
Divided” exhibit at Ander-
son Hall would reveal that 
other than the matching 
red-and-brown brick exteri-
ors, these buildings happen 

Papa John’s was involved in 
a racially-charged scandal, 
where their founder, John 
Schnatter, used the N-word 
in a conference call, which 
he later confirmed via email.
Noah Kirsch, reporter for 
Forbes, wrote, “Schnatter 
was asked how he would 
distance himself from rac-
ist groups online. He re-
sponded by downplaying 
the significance of his NFL 
statement. ‘Colonel Sand-
ers called blacks n-----s,’ 
Schnatter said, before com-
plaining that Sanders never 
faced public backlash.”

Chris Elrod, the district 
marketing manager for 
M-Dining, claims that the 
slurs did not have an im-
mediate impact on the fran-
chises departure off campus, 
however, “The University 
and M-Dining are commit-
ted to fostering an environ-
ment of inclusivity on cam-
pus and [do] not condone 
racism and insensitive lan-
guage, no matter the con-
text,” said Elrod.

University of Minnesota 
should not be putting up 
these exhibits unless they 
are going to stand by their 
word. The commentary in-
volved with M-Dining’s clo-
sure of Papa Johns, and the 
universities apparent hes-
itation to change building 
names, is fostering a theme 
of hypocrisy, and it looks 
like a conflict of interest.

Educate us, but listen to us 
as well.

UMN, if you care for your 
students, lead by example.
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to all carry the name of a 
racist white guy (surprise, 
surprise). And, understand-
ably, people are mad.”

Alfogaha wrote that article 
a year ago. The university 
keeps the exhibits theme 
consistent, but why are the 
buildings names left un-
changed? Understandably, 
it is still an issue. Under-
standably, the university has 
a conflict of interest.
Here is the breakdown of 
history:

Coffman was affiliated with 
forced segregation, in other 
words, if he found an Afri-
can American student in a 
dormitory (or any person 
of color, for that matter) he 
would have them relocated. 
Middlebrook was most not-
ed for his case in paying for 
alternate lodging for Ahwna 
Fiti, the first woman of color 
admitted to the universities 
nursing program, because 
they did not want her “Set-
ting a precedent” in her as-
signed, dominantly-white, 
dorm.

Nicholson, on the other 
hand, “Spied on student and 
faculty for Republican op-
erative Ray P. Chase. Both 
men wanted to end the in-
fluence of the Farmer-Labor 
Party on and off the campus 
of the University of Minne-
sota. Chase’s papers at the 
Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety contain dozens of letters 
and documents sent to him 
by Nicholson, which includ-
ed the names of students 
and faculty whose political 
positions he did not accept.

However, this summer, 

By Tiana Meador

Before attending a Trump 
rally in 2016, I signed up for 
President Trump’s messag-
ing service and I thought I 
would receive news alerts, 
but I have only received glo-
rified propaganda.

The statement, “Text Trump 
to 88022,” was omnipresent 
throughout Trump’s cam-
paign, but details regarding 
the messaging service were 
scarce. I, like many others, 
am now receiving propa-
ganda, requests for dona-
tion, and the occasional, 
“Prayers out to [insert vic-
tim],” text.

Callum Borchers, writer for 
The Washington Post said, 
“Getting voters to sign up 
for text alerts is a great idea, 
in theory. Oft-cited research 
by the digital marketing 
firm Dynmark Internation-
al shows people open 98 
percent of the text messages 
they receive. That’s an in-
sanely high rate — like triple 
the open rate for emails. Yet 
Trump’s very limited use of 
text messaging involves not-
at-all-exclusive reminders 
to vote and ads for his hats.”

While Trump’s overuse of 
propaganda is not exactly 
concerning, his under-use 
of the messaging service is. 
He could be capitalizing on 
constituent concern rather 
than pushing for this one 
way, asymmetrical approach 
to communication.

Sertan Kabadayi, a market-
ing professor at Fordham 
University said, “First of all, 
don’t send some text mes-
sage with nothing valuable 
in it. Don’t use the SMS mes-
sages just like another plat-
form to send the same mes-
sage that you send through 
other channels, like your 
email or Facebook page. 

However, do not miss out on 
the opportunities to reach 
to that receptive audience 
when you have something 
new or important to say. 
There should be an overall 
message strategy in the first 
place: What do you want to 
say to your target audience?

Trump has considered this, 
and has decided he wants to 
move forward with utilizing 
the FEMA wireless alert line 
to instill his texts in times of 
emergency; However, this 
is also concerning in his 
uneven approach to digital 
media political messages.

The problem is that we have 
a president who is very in-
clined to asserting his opin-
ion, especially via Twitter.
Should he be granted this 
access?

You may worry about him 
asserting on topics like his 
opinions on Russia or Kava-
naugh, for example.

Any personal insertion of 
opinion in these FEMA 
messages is, however, illegal.
 States the Integrated Public 
Alert and Warning System 
Modernization Act of 2015: 
“Except to the extent nec-
essary for testing the public 
alert and warning system, 
the public alert and warn-
ing system shall not be used 
to transmit a message that 
does not relate to a natural 
disaster, act of terrorism, or 
other man-made disaster or 
threat to public safety, “

This plan has the ability to 
capitalize on those with ac-
cess, when in disaster. The 
guidelines are very clear, 
too. Alerts from WEA cover 
only specific emergency sit-
uations, by “only three types 
of alerts: 1. Alerts issued by 
the President 2. Alerts in-
volving imminent threats 
to safety or life 3. Amber 
Alerts. 

Participating carriers may 
allow subscribers to block 
all but Presidential alerts,” 
as cited by NY Mag.

Trump does not use his text 
service to the most of its 
ability, and that too much 
access can be dangerous, 
however, as we move toward 
a more digital age, the idea 
behind the FEMA plan is 
ingenious.
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Trump Should Capitalize 
on his Text Audience

Do you have opinions?

Yeah you do.

Get paid to write!

Contact editor@mnrepublic.com 
for more information.

A Campus Divided: 
UMN, Please Lead by Example



OPINION
Poetic Justice: How the Left Created Kavanaugh
By Michael Geiger

The Honorable Brett Kava-
naugh was officially sworn 
into the Supreme Court of 
the United States at 6:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. The quiet 
ceremony held in the Jus-
tices’ Conference Room of 
the Supreme Court Building 
sharply contrasted the din 
surrounding the candidate 
since the announcement of 
his nomination by President 
Trump three months prior.

After Kavanaugh finished 
the Judicial Oath admin-
istered to him by his pre-
decessor Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, the most momen-
tous political event since the 
2016 presidential election 
reached its conclusion. 

Immediately after Kavana-
ugh officially joined the Su-
preme Court, the left began 
its all-out attack on the judi-
cial branch. Only hours af-
ter the confirmation Senator 
Richard Blumenthal tweet-
ed, “This day is the saddest 
& angriest of my time in the

playbook. Their only re-
sponse to Republican victo-
ries is to hold a competition 
to find out who can take the 
most radical opposing view 
the fastest. 

Another example of this 
phenomenon was evident 
in the movement led by 
Senator Barbara Boxer to 
abolish the electoral college 
following the 2016 Presi-
dential Election. Boxer la-
beled the electoral college, 
“an outdated, undemocratic 
system that does not reflect 
our modern society, and it 
needs to be changed imme-
diately.” 

If the Democrats had spent 
more time working on leg-
islation requiring Hillary 
Clinton to step foot in Wis-
consin during her campaign 
and less time trying to push 
America radically leftward, 
maybe they’d be the ones 
with the sitting president 
and two more Supreme 
Court Justices.

However, don’t expect them

Senate. The Republicans 
have succeeded in confirm-
ing a dangerous & deeply 
flawed nominee only by 
breaking all the rules & 
norms. The damage done 
today will be enduring—to 
the United States Supreme 
Court & to our country.”

Less than an hour later Sen-
ator Dianne Feinstein tweet-
ed, “Confirming Brett Kava-
naugh in the face of credible 
allegations of sexual assault 
that were not thoroughly 
investigated, and his bellig-
erent, partisan performance 
in last Thursday’s hearing 
undermines the legitimacy 
of the Supreme Court.”

Anyone with a few brain 
cells to rub together saw this 
routine coming from a mile 
away. Of course hearing it 
from someone like Fein-
stein, someone who didn’t 
exactly cover herself in glo-
ry during this p
rocess, is still pretty rich. 
This kind of radical overre-
action is the only play in the 
new Democratic Party’s

to learn their lesson. Mi-
chael Avenatti has often 
said, “When they go low, 
we hit harder.” Eric Holder 
recently stated, “When they 
go low, we kick them.” 

With all the craziness sur-
rounding the Trump presi-
dency, you would think that 
the Democrats would base 
their 2020 presidential run 
around a “return to normal-
cy” strategy. Instead, they 
are learning all the wrong 
lessons from events such as 
the Kavanaugh confirma-
tion.

The midterm elections in a 
few weeks will tell us wheth-
er the left’s voter base is as 
enraged as their leaders. But 
no matter the results on No-
vember 6th, in many ways 
the Democratic Party’s fate 
is already sealed. 

When Harry Reid invoked 
the nuclear option to pre-
vent the GOP from blocking 
three of President Obama’s 
nominees to the D.C. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, the

Senator from Nevada over-
played his hand. Bringing 
the typical vote threshold 
down to 51 from 60 has 
come back to haunt his par-
ty in epic fashion.

Thanks to the arrogance and 
incompetence of the left, the 
Supreme Court now tilts 
5-4 in favor of the conserva-
tives. Justice Ginsburg and 
Justice Breyer are 85 and 80, 
respectively, setting up two 
more possible conservative 
selections should Donald 
Trump be reelected. 

With help from friendlies at 
NBC and The New Yorker, 
among others, the left threw 
every book they could find 
at Brett Kavanaugh. They 
fought dirty, they lied, 
and they cheated. But de-
spite their best efforts, they 
weren’t able to steal. 

The fact that the left is now 
reaping what they so mali-
ciously sowed is poetic jus-
tice.
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Yes, President Trump, Climate Change is Important
By Addison Scufsa

While President Trump has 
done some fantastic things 
for the United States, one 
issue that has always left me 
scratching my head is his 
view on climate change. In 
the face of an impending 
crisis, Trump has made 
almost every wrong deci-
sion possible on this issue, 
proving he is either willfully 
ignorant or just plain uned-
ucated on the facts.

97% percent of all cli-
mate scientists believe in 
man-made climate change 
according to NASA - the 
highest that percentage has 
ever been. Research at the 
Mauna Loa Observatory 
shows carbon dioxide con-
centration is currently at 
405 parts per million. This 
is 25% percent higher levels 
of carbon dioxide than ever 
recorded before 1900. 

Temperatures have in-
creased on average by one 
and a half degrees Celsius 
since 1910 according to 
NASA. Ocean levels are 
also rising at an alarming 
rate, with cities like Miami 

and countries like Bangla-
desh already suffering the 
consequences.

All of these facts make a 
rather compelling scientific 
case: we are causing the 
Earth to warm up dramati-
cally, and it will have severe 
consequences. Unfortunate-
ly, the US President and his 
administration have given 
little thought or care to the 
issue.

In perhaps one of his most 
famous tweets, President 
Trump claimed global 
warming is a hoax, saying 
“The concept of global 
warming was created by 
and for the Chinese in or-
der to make U.S. manufac-
turing non-competitive.” 

Besides being humorously 
dumb, it was also a good 
indicator of how Trump 
would approach climate 
change when in office. 

According to an analysis 
by the New York Times, 
Trump had rolled back 67 
environmental laws by July 
2018. He has allowed min-
ing to take place in the

formerly protected National 
Monument of Grand Stair-
case-Escalante in Utah, as 
well as removed the ability 
of the EPA to regulate pol-
lution from power plants 
and ensure that certain 
bodies of water remain pro-
tected from pollutants. 

Both of these regulations 
were Obama-era rules 
that helped to protect the 
environment from dirty 
companies.

Trump also famously 
pulled the US out of the 
Paris Climate Agreement, 
a smart move due to eco-
nomic impact it would’ve 
unfairly had on the US, but 
has since refused to look at 
creating a better alternative. 
All of these actions under 
the Trump administration 
will set the world back years 
in fighting climate change. 

While he recently admitted 
in a 60 Minutes interview 
that he thinks climate 
change is real, he doesn’t 
believe it is man-made and 
hasn’t made any changes to 
his environmental policies 
to take action against

climate change. He says it 
is to protect US manufac-
turing and mining jobs, 
yet taking steps to reduce 
climate change will provide 
plenty of jobs while saving 
the US trillions in future 
costs and making us self 
reliant for energy.

Solar and wind industries 
in the US employed over 
360,000 people in 2016, 
while the entire coal indus-
try employed only 160,000 
people, according to the 
Department of Energy. 

Wind, hydroelectric power, 
and natural gas each al-
ready cost less per hour of 
electricity than coal when 
accounting for all costs, 
making it economically 
viable to build renewable 
resources over new coal 
plants. Investing in elec-
tric cars and biofuel will 
also help the US become 
self reliant on transporta-
tion, allowing us to cut oil 
imports dramatically from 
OPEC nations.

Becoming more efficient 
when it comes to heating, 
transportation, and

electricity production will 
cut US emissions by 25% 
percent and save us over 
two trillion dollars with a 
500 billion dollar invest-
ment, meaning that we 
hardly have any reason be-
sides upfront costs to invest 
in ourselves. 

Making these changes 
will help us economically, 
but will also help us avoid 
dangerous sea level ris-
es, increased storms and 
droughts, famine, and cli-
mate refugees. These are the 
real reasons why climate 
change is so important and 
why it’s so disheartening to 
hear and see our President 
do nothing. Climate change 
is important. 

So when President Trump 
talks about cutting environ-
mental regulations to save 
jobs and money, or when 
he says that climate change 
isn’t man-made, we should 
ask ourselves: 

Where on Earth did he get 
those facts from?

MNR
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Minnesota is Dead: A History of the 
Grateful Dead’s Minnesota Concerts
By Nick Majerus

The Grateful Dead, Ameri-
ca’s original and prolific jam 
band, had a long, strange 
trip during their 30 years on 
tour. From 1965 to 1995, the 
Dead toured almost consis-
tently. From humble begin-
nings to regularly selling out 
stadium shows in the 80’s 
and 90’s, the Grateful Dead 
have made their way around 
the country, and the world. 

During the Dead’s ten-
ure, they played over 2,300 
shows in 46 states and 12 
countries. 16 of these shows 
took place in Minnesota, 
and one significant show 
took place right on campus 
at our very own Northrop 
Auditorium. Sets ending 
in a fist fight, kicking off 
a tour with six new songs, 
and a few concerts with lo-
cal favorite Bob Dylan are 
all apart of the Dead’s long 
strange Minnesotan trip. 

All Grateful Dead shows, in-
cluding the ones mentioned 
in this article, are available 
to stream for free at Archive.
org. We always encourage 
you to listen to more Grate-
ful Dead. 

Feb. 2, 1969 - Labor Temple, 
Minneapolis, MN

   The still-bluesy Dead start 
off their saga of Minnesota 
concerts with their perfor-
mance at the Labor Temple 
on February 2, 1969. The 
Labor Temple, once Minne-
apolis’s premier psychedelic 
ballroom, is now the Aveda 
parking lot. The building 
is long gone, but the music 
and stories from that night 
are still with us. The Dead’s 
performance here starts off 
with a 1969 staple “Good 
Morning Little School Girl.” 

The band seems to be loose 
and playing well together, 
but some members of the 
crowd were not having it. 
Immediately following the 
opener, the crowd can be 
heard yelling at the band!

The Dead’s bassist, Phil 
Lesh, is heard jokingly say-
ing “What? Too loud for 
ya?” While Jerry Garcia, the 
iconic lead guitar player, 

retorts with  “Come on man 
we come all the way across 
the country for ya... to cold, 
miserable Minnesota and 
what do we get?... People 
who can’t dig it.” 

That’s right. Jerry Garcia 
thought we couldn’t hang.
 
Interestingly enough, af-
ter scolding the crowd, the 
band jumps right back into 
the popular “Dark Star” and 
absolutely lays it down for 
the ungrateful crowd. After 
a few more songs and only 
playing for an hour and a 
half, the Dead leaves the 
now satisfied crowd and 
would return to Minnesota 
only two months later. 

April 27, 1969 - Labor Tem-
ple, Minneapolis, MN

The crowd at the February 
show must’ve invited their 
cooler friends to this show 
as the crowd can be heard 
absolutely loving each and 
every jam that the Dead 
performed that night. The 
band starts off with the en-
ergetic crowd favorite “Turn 
on Your Lovelight,” and they 
never slow down. This show 
is outstanding and a classic 
example of 60’s bluesy Dead. 
The show was so good that it 
was released commercially 
as Dick’s Picks Vol. 26.

October 18, 1970 - Guthrie 
Theater, Minneapolis, MN 

The Grateful Dead’s only 
show at Guthrie, along with 
the rest of the fall 1970 tour, 
is barely documented as the 
band’s sound engineer, LSD 
producer, and archivist Ow-
sley “Bear” Stanley was in 
jail. In fact, this show is so 
sparsely documented that 
there isn’t even a recording 
on the Internet Archive; all 
that’s left are oral accounts 
of those who attended the 
shows. Dead.net user Cac-
tus Pete says of that night:

“About halfway through the 
Deads Set, Jerry kept look-
ing up into the Catwalks 
above the stage. We had 
about 1000 folks outside 
(Guthrie only held 1295). 

Some kids had gotten up on 
the flat roof and had taken a 

skylight off and we’re watch-
ing the show from about 40 
feet above Garcia! We had 
an early snow that year and 
they kept dropping a few 
flakes down onto Jerry! He 
kept feeling this cold wet 
stuff on the top of his head 
and about halfway through 
the set he says, Far-Out 
SNOW”

October 19, 1971 - Northrop 
Auditorium, Minneapolis, 
MN

By 1971, the Grateful Dead 
was an extremely popular 
national act. This show was 
the opener to their fall tour, 
and would later prove to be 
a pivotal moment for the 
band. 

This show was the first live 
show for longtime key-
boardist Keith Godchaux. 
Godchaux was replacing 
Pigpen who, by 1971, was 
too sick to tour regularly. 
Godchaux would go on to 
define and influence the 
band’s sound as it morphed 
from blues to psychedelic in 
the 70’s. 

The Dead’s second drum-
mer, Mickey Hart, was also 
noticeably absent from this 
show. Hart dropped out of 
the band for the Fall 1970 
tour until the mid 70’s to 
deal with substance abuse 
and family problems. This 
was the first show the Dead 
performed without him. 

This show also featured the 
introduction of six new 
songs! Those songs were: 
Mexicali Blues, Jack Straw, 
Ramble on Rose, Tennessee 
Jed, Comes a Time, and One 
More Saturday Night. All six 
would become regulars in 
the Dead’s rotation. All but 
Mexicali Blues and Comes a 
Time are regularly played by 
the current iteration of the 
Grateful Dead, Dead & Co, 
which formed after Jerry 
Garcia’s death in 1995. 

The show is great overall. 
The highlight of the first 
set is an absolutely smok-
ing Cumberland Blues that 
features Bobby turned up 
nice and loud. The energy of 
Northrop that night is pal-
pable through the records.

Dead.net user Hard2Handle 
recalls of that night:

“Yeah, [there were] fireballs 
being tossed into the air be-
hind the drum kit...  My first 
show without a light show, 
and I thought it a poor sub-
stitute. Somebody had a 
shopping bag full of joints 
rolled in American Flag pa-
pers, and passed them out. 
The Dead rocked pretty 
good.”

Hard to imagine this scene 
playing out in the building 
that currently sits across 
from Coffman Union. 

February 17, 1973 - St. Paul 
Auditorium, St. Paul, MN

After another two years, the 
Dead once again roll into 
the twin cities with some 
new material. This show was 
fairly standard for 1973 with 
equipment issues and short 
jams. The show is relatively 
unremarkable except for the 
rousing rendition of Beer 
Barrel Polka that was played 
in the first set. 

October 23, 1973 - Met-
ropolitan Sports Center, 
Bloomington, MN

Having just played a normal 
show in Minnesota a few 
months prior, something 
was bound to happen at 
this one. The show starts off 
normally, but there was re-
portedly an odd vibe in the 
air. It could have something 
to do with the fact that the 
Hell’s Angels were providing 
security for the Dead at the 
time...

At the end of the second set, 
during a rousing rendition 
of Casey Jones, a member 
of the audience leapt over 
the security barrier near 
the stage. They were tack-
led by the Hell’s Angels, and 
somebody immediately be-
gan throwing punches. Phil 
Lesh can be heard in the 
recording saying “Okay, as-
shole” three times. Jerry was 
a bit more sympathetic of 
the situation and responded 
by saying “Don’t beat on our 
audience, guys.”

Bob Weir was allegedly 
swinging his microphone 
stand at the crowd members 
who decided to use the situ-
ation to also rush the stage, 
and it’s been said that Bill 
Kreutzmann, the drummer, 

was also involved in the 
brawl. However, the audio 
evidence does not corrobo-
rate either story. 

This concert was billed as a 
three-set act, but after one 
more song, the band de-
cided to pack up and leave 
early. 

May 11, 1977 - St. Paul Civic 
Center, St. Paul, MN

The next time the Dead 
would come to the Twin Cit-
ies would be just three days 
after the legendary show 
on 5/8 at Cornell. If you’re 
a relatively new Grateful 
Dead fan, the 5/8/77 show is 
the place to start. 

In terms of quality, this 
show is not far behind. The 
Dead were pretty consistent 
in 1977, and the Spring ‘77 
tour is widely regarded as 
their best run of shows. This 
show was commercially re-
leased in the May 1977 box 
set. 

All that is remarkable about 
this show is the playing, 
which is available on Ar-
chive.org. 

The 1980’s

1980’s Grateful dead is al-
ways very hit or miss. Keith 
Godchaux left the band in 
1979, and Jerry’s health was 
consistently failing. The 
Dead collaborated with Bob 
Dylan a few times, but all 
of these shows are, frankly, 
hard to listen to. 

In 1988, the Dead debuted 
the song Victim or the 
Crime, and in 1989 they 
were experimenting with 
new sounds - most remark-
ably Jerry using a MIDI gui-
tar. 

The Grateful Dead really do 
have something for every-
body. From their bluesy ear-
ly days to the intense psy-
chedelic sound of the 70’s, 
and finally to their slump 
in the 80’s, the Dead was 
one of America’s most in-
fluential acts up until Jerry 
Garcia’s death in 1995. The 
Grateful Dead culture in-
spired endless waves of tie-
dye and even a music festi-
val, LOCKN’, which aims to 
preserve the feel of early lot 
scenes.

MNR

10



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
11

Logic’s YSIV 
By Addison Scufsa

Logic’s finally found the 
sweet spot of fun, positivity, 
and storytelling on his new-
est album YSIV. As he said 
himself, “The boom bap’s 
back, harder than ever.”

When I used to think about 
Logic, I found myself strug-
gling to truly appreciate 
him. Songs like Flexicution 
and Fade Away are some of 
my top songs 2015 and 2016 
and are always on rotation 
in my playlist, even today. 
The great flows and fun lyr-
ics over fantastic beats made 
by himself and 6ix are what 
I love about Logic.

On the other hand, his de-
sire to make everything 
overly positive while men-
tioning the fact that he is bi-
racial every other sentence 
comes off as cringey. 

Not to mention the fact that 
I am still upset that the sec-
ond half of Take it Back feels 

listening experience. Fortu-
nately for Logic, the album 
is way more enjoyable when 
listening to individual songs 
and not expecting a consis-
tent theme. 

While it isn’t his most com-
plete album or most mix 
tape-fun style project, YSIV 
makes serious strides in im-
proving on its predecessors. 

Any type of Logic, from 
Young Sinatra to passion-
ate, poor, black Logic can 
be found on this album. It’s 
definitely one of his more 
enjoyable projects, up there 
with Under Pressure and 
Bobby Tarantino. “This 
what you all been waitin’ for, 
ain’t it?” 

Yes Logic. It most definitely 
is.
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 Wu Tang Clan verses are 36 
Chambers quality and Log-
ic’s verse still might be the 
best on the song. 

The beat on Everybody Dies 
is my favorite on the album 
and the sample of a Bruce 
Lee documentary saying, 
“you are watching a master 
at work” makes the song so 
enjoyable to listen to. When 
Logic is having fun, it’s easy 
to join in. 

One of the major problems 
with YSIV is the pacing. 
The long talking part on 
Thank You is nice, but re-
ally only works as an outro 
to the album, not an intro. 
The aforementioned abom-
ination The Adventures of 
Stoney Bob is completely 
misplaced, ruining a sec-
ond half of the album based 
more on storytelling. 

With too many misplaced 
songs, the vibe of the album 
stutters more than it should, 
taking away from a holistic

the second half of the album 
on songs like Street Dreams 
II and Last Call, where he 
imitates the Kanye song of 
the same name on College 
Dropout. 

-------------------------------
The great flows and fun 
lyrics over fantastic 
beats made by himself 
and 6ix are what I love 
about Logic.
-------------------------------

On the other hand, other-
wise decent songs like The 
Adventures of Stoney Bob 
suffer due to awful lyrics. 
The hook is horrendous and 
some lines are laughably 
bad, like “For shizzle my 
nizzle, I feel like D-O-dou-
ble Gizzle on this grizzle, 
my nizzle, put the greenery 
on the grill and let it sizzle, 
my nizzle.” 

Wu Tang Forever and Ev-
erybody Dies are easily the 
highlights of the album. The 

like even more of a waste of 
a good beat than anything 
Bhad Bhabie makes. 

YSIV is everything that is 
great about Logic, while in-
corporating the worst parts 
much more skillfully. 6ix 
and Logic do their things 
on the beats, which are con-
sistently amazing across the 
album. 

From the upbeat, funky 
guitar on 100 Miles and 
Running to the old school 
boom bap sound with the 
Nas sample on the title 
track YSIV, the variation in 
sounds across the album 
is one of its best qualities. 
Every song has a mood set 
by the beat that is perfectly 
matched to the lyrics. 

The lyrics across YSIV are 
improved from previous al-
bums, although some songs 
still suffer from a lack of 
anything new or interesting 
being said. He ups his story-
telling game, especially on

First Man: A Thrilling Biopic
By Addison Scufsa

There are few events in life 
that people remember ex-
actly where they were when 
it happened. 9/11 and the 
fall of the Berlin are often 
brought up as such events, 
but perhaps the most mem-
orable was landing on the 
moon.

Much is made of the landing 
itself and the larger Space 
Race, but often overlooked 
is the story behind the man 
who stepped on the Moon 
first, Neil Armstrong. 

The biopic First Man suc-
ceeds in telling the story of 
Armstrong while also hav-
ing a larger conversation 
about progress and failure 
through the Space Race.

First Man switches often 
between Armstrong’s per-
sonal life and his missions 
for NASA, providing a good 
blend of action and back-
ground story. 

As we learn more about 
Armstrong’s personal life, 
we see him become more 
detached from his family 
and friends, especially after 
the death of his fellow astro

weight to the family dynam-
ic in the film. 

Unfortunately, the rest of 
the acting falls short of cre-
ating emotional investment 
in Armstrong’s fellow astro-
nauts, my main criticism of 
the film. It fails to make the 
tragic deaths meaningful 
beyond to anyone beyond 
Armstrong, including the 
viewer. While the storywrit-
ing falls short here, it’s also 
largely due to average act-
ing.

Despite having its faults, 
First Man successfully tells 
often simplified story of Neil 
Armstrong and the Space 
Race in general thanks to a 
stellar atmosphere and top 
tier directing by Damien 
Chazelle and acting by Ryan 
Gosling. In doing so, the 
film presents itself as one of 
the best biopics of the year.
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The story of the space race 
and Neil Armstrong would 
be impossible to tell effec-
tively without good acting, 
and First Man is a mixed 
bag in this regard. 

-------------------------------
A fantastic score by Jus-
tin Hurwitz is by far the 
best part of the movie 
and really allows for 
the story to take center 
stage. 
-------------------------------

Ryan Gosling portrays 
Armstrong very well, high-
lighting his complex emo-
tional struggles that he ex-
perienced after the death of 
his daughter in a way that 
was easily conveyed. 

Claire Foy also did a great 
job of acting as Gosling’s 
counterweight, displaying 
Janet’s built up emotion at 
several points, adding

cinematography is when the 
Saturn V rocket is taking off 
from Earth for the Gemini 
mission. 

Instead of including shots of 
the rocket from outside to 
show a larger scale, the cam-
era remains constant from 
within the cockpit, giving 
insight into the claustro-
phobia and lack of control 
Armstrong felt during the 
space missions.

Since space is eerily silent, 
the director Damien Cha-
zelle uses silence at several 
points in the movie to build 
tension as well as a sense 
of grand scale that only the 
Moon and space can allow. 

This in combination with 
a fantastic score by Justin 
Hurwitz is by far the best 
part of the movie and really 
allows for the story to take 
center stage. 

The best use of sound was 
during the entire Moon 
landing scene, where music 
played on the tape recorder 
gives a majestic feel to space, 
while the silence during the 
shot of the Moon surface 
highlights the total empty-
ness and loneliness of space. 

nauts and his young daugh-
ter Karen. He often hides 
himself from others by go-
ing on missions to space 
and focusing solely on his 
mission. 

At one point, he holds a 
press conference for the up-
coming Moon landing, fol-
lowed by a press conference 
like meeting with his two 
boys, trying to avoid telling 
them he might never come 
back from space. 

This emotional struggle is 
interesting to follow and 
gives meaning to scenes 
that have little action, keep-
ing the film entertaining 
throughout.

The action scenes are grip-
ping and intense, thanks in 
part to great cinematogra-
phy and sound design. The 
Gemini 8 scene where Arm-
strong and his fellow Astro-
naut are struggling to regain 
control of the spacecraft 
without passing out is made 
much scarier by a creepy 
whirring noise throughout 
the chaos as well as a perfect 
mix of action and tension 
with great camera work. 

Another great use of
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Illinois Statehood in Question - Real Fake News

Week Six a Success for the Vikings - Sports

By Marissa Huberty

The state of Illinois has long 
been a shining example to 
the rest of the US of how 
not to run a state. Plagued 
by corrupt politicians, ev-
er-increasing taxes, and 
worrisome borrowing hab-
its, Illinois is now in danger 
of having its statehood re-
voked. 

It would undoubtedly be a 
somber day for all Amer-
icans to not be able to sing 
“fifty nifty United States”; 
“forty-nine states” just 
doesn’t have the same ring 
to it. Unfortunately, that 
seems to be the direction Il-
linois is headed.

As of 2013, the state had al-
ready accumulated a whop-
ping $127 billion in debts. 
In the five years since, that 
debt - and consequently the 
tax rate - has only climbed. 
Families are

His statement seemed to 
imply that eliminating Illi-
nois would make America a 
better nation as a whole.

President Trump agreed 
with these sentiments. In a 
Tweet posted Monday eve-
ning after the press confer-
ence, he wrote: “Governor 
Rauner knows just how to 
Make America Great Again. 
As usual, Dems are idiots for 
thinking the demolishing of 
Chicago is an act of racism.” 

If the plan fails to go through 
within the next two years, 
Trump will reportedly run 
for reelection on a delete-Il-
linois platform. Consider-
ing the state is hundreds of 
billions of dollars in debt, 
this is one issue most rea-
sonable Americans would 
have trouble disagreeing 
with Trump on.
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 in the nation, but given its 
alarming gun violence and 
murder rates, Rauner re-
minds us that we shouldn’t 
be sad to see it go. The north-
west corner will be sanc-
tioned as an island for Lake 
Michigan visitors to enjoy. 
The city skyscrapers will be 
demolished, and the urban 
population will be deported 
to other states based on job 
and housing availability.

Leaders believe that this is 
the best solution for us all. 
“With Illinois citizens al-
ready having left the state 
in droves, I’m sure those 
who are left won’t mind get-
ting out of here either. Go, 
save your family. Explore 
new frontiers. Find a career 
you’re passionate about. 

There are forty-nine other 
states in this great nation 
that offer much more pros-
perity and possibility than 
Illinois,” Rauner declared. 

ence on Monday to update 
the media and citizens on 
the state’s status and detail 
how the plan would be ex-
ecuted.

Precise measurements are 
still being taken, but essen-
tially the lower half of Illi-
nois, where most agricul-
tural endeavors take place, 
would be given to Iowa.

“Iowa has the appropriate 
climate, geography, and ex-
pertise to take on Illinois’ 
agricultural sector. Best of 
all, they aren’t drowning in 
debt like we are. I have full 
confidence in their abili-
ty to cultivate Illinois’ land 
and flourish as a bigger and 
better state,” Rauner assured 
the conference attendees.

What about the northwest 
corner of the state, which 
includes Chicago and its 
suburbs? Chicago is the 
third-most populated city

leaving in droves, relocating 
to states with more promis-
ing economic futures. 

College students are choos-
ing to attend public univer-
sities in surrounding states 
- particularly Iowa and Min-
nesota - because Illinois’ 
debt has made the cost of 
in-state tuition at the Uni-
versity of Illinois among the 
highest in the nation. Entire 
universities have been shut 
down, and teachers contin-
ue to get laid off.

Rather than standing by idly 
and watching Illinois run 
itself to the ground, some 
politicians and economists 
have talked about making 
the preemptive strike. Their 
solution: annex Illinois into 
the adjacent Lake Michigan, 
effectively turning it into an 
island.

Illinois governor Bruce 
Rauner held a press confer-

By Marissa Huberty

On Sunday, October 14th, 
the Minnesota Vikings 
(NFC North) hosted the Ar-
izona Cardinals (NFC West) 
at U.S. Bank Stadium. Com-
ing in to Week 6 with a re-
cord of 2-2-1, compared to 
the Cardinals’ 1-4-0, the Vi-
kings seemed to be in good 
shape to win.

They did not disappoint. 
Although Vikings quarter-
back Kirk Cousins’ perfor-
mance was not as explosive 
as it had been earlier in the 
season, the Vikings’ dynam-
ic offense nevertheless out-
shined the Cardinals to pull 
off a 27-17 win.

The Cardinals’ only win this 
season came during Week 
5 against the San Francisco 
49ers, whose quarterback 
Jimmy Garoppolo tore his 
ACL in late September. 
Aside from that, the Car-
dinals’ season so far hasn’t 
looked too promising for 
rookie quarterback Josh 
Rosen. Called “the Chosen 
Rosen” and “the Chosen 
One,” the 21-year-old UCLA 
graduate was drafted by the 
Cardinals in the first round 
of the 2018 NFL Draft.

While the Cardinals lacked 
any standout performances, 
the Vikings’ two stars during 
the game were wide receiver 
Adam Thielen and running 
back Latavius Murray. 

Murray achieved 49 yards 
after his first three carries, 
and he ended the day with 
155 yards and a touchdown 
to boot. His work demon-
strated that the Vikings still 
have plenty of potential with 
their run game, provided 
the other team leaves holes 
as the Cardinals did.

Perhaps the biggest “play-
er to watch,” according the 
Vikings Playbook, is Adam 
Thielen. His story is the ul-
timate all-American under-
dog-to-superstar progres-
sion. In 2013, Thielen was 
merely an undrafted invitee 
to the Vikings’ rookie mini-
camp. 

Now, the 28-year-old is sta-
tistically one of the best in 
the NFL. He entered Week 6 
with 47 receptions, ranking 
second in the league with 
589 yards. In fact, his 47 
receptions through the first 
five weeks of the season sur-
passed Wes Walker’s record 
of 45, set in 2011 with the

New England Patriots.

Thielen’s history of re-
cord-smashing doesn’t end 
there. He has become the 
first player in the Super 
Bowl era to start a season 
with five consecutive games 
with 100 or more receiving 
yards. 

He has set a franchise re-
cord for the longest streak of 
games with five-plus catch-
es and at least 100 yards in 
team history. He entered 
Sunday’s game tied for the 
fifth-longest streak in NFL 
history.

Having won both games 
during the past two weeks 
(they narrowly beat the 
Philadelphia Eagles 23-21 
in Week 5), the Vikings now 
have their first win streak 
of the season. They’ll need 
this momentum heading 
into Week 7, where they’ll 
play an away game against 
the New York Jets. Given 
their record of 3-3-0, the 
Jets appear to be more even-
ly matched with the Vikings 
and thus will present more 
of a challenge.

Cornerback Mike Hughes 
had really started to take off

over the past few weeks, but 
after Sunday’s game he’ll be 
out for presumably the rest 
of the season with a torn 
ACL. This means that the 
Vikings will have to make 
do without their first-round 
pick from the 2018 draft. 

Hopefully this won’t pose 
too much of an issue. 
Hughes’ injury means more 
run time for cornerback 
Mackensie Alexander, who 
played one of his best games 
during Week 6.

Despite some setbacks, the 
Vikings appear to be gaining 
momentum as the season 
picks up. Next Sunday will 
provide a make-or-break 
opportunity for them to car-
ry that momentum forward.

MNR


