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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. 

More often than not, college students across America are stressed.  They’re putting their social 

lives aside and many are losing sleep as they prepare for exams.  Today, Monique Holland 

introduces us to one of those students, who has a little extra struggle on her plate. 
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Monique: 

To look at her, Mia Wherry seems like a typical student.  She works, attends the 

University of South Carolina, and like many of her classmates, she’s involved in extra-curricular 

activities.   She does community service and is a member of the National Association of Black 

Journalists. She has big entrepreneurial dreams.  But early in her life, something made her goals 

a bit harder to reach.  

  

Mia: 

  When I did find out, I was kind of scared, I was nervous, I didn’t know how to tell my 

mom or my brother. I kind of felt like I was going to be a disappointment. 

 

Monique: 

At 18, she found out she was pregnant, in some ways she became a statistic. In a recent 

study, conducted by The Center for Disease Control and Prevention, a total of 194, 377 babies 

were born to young women ages 15 to 19 in 2017. Another study found nearly 2.1 million 

students, or 11% of undergraduates, are raising a child without a partner, according to the 

Institute for Women’s Policy Research. But she was determined not to become a stereotype and 

she encourages other young mothers to have the same mentality. 

 

Mia: 

 Be encouraged don’t let anyone tell you what you can’t do. Overcome stereotypes. 

Overcome adversity. Just do whatever you need to do to get to where you want to be. 

 

Monique: 

 Without a doubt, staying in college and being a teen mom has been a struggle. 

 

Mia: 

 I live, I’m like an hour away from my child, and I’m used to being with her every day. 

There’s going to be situations where you’re just like, “dang I just want to go home,” especially 

when things start getting rough. You start getting annoyed. 

 

Monique: 



 Mia has to commute to Chester, South Carolina, to see her 4-year-old daughter Paisli. But 

luckily, her mom and her support system is 60 miles away.   

 

Mia: 

  Well my mom and my brother are my biggest supporters and my grandad, actually my 

baby she actually stays with my Mom, so they take care of her while I stay in Columbia and I go 

to school. I go home every other weekend. Like one weekend, I get her then her dad gets her. 

And when my classes get cancelled I go home. So they just kind of her keep her for me. 
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Monique: 

 Thanks to that support system, she’s able to focus on her studies here in Columbia, 

hitting the books and hoping to make good grades. She’s working towards a degree in Journalism 

and Mass Communications and success in her future career.  

 

Mia: 

  I’ve always wanted a degree in Mass Communications but, honestly, I have always 

wanted to be a business owner. I love clothes. I love fashion. Um, I just want to own multiple 

businesses, I want multiple businesses under my belt. I just want to venture out and do so much.  

 

Monique: 

 There was a time when Wherry worried about being a disappointment to her family. She 

doesn’t feel that way today. Now 22 years old, she says she wouldn’t change things for a second 

and cherishes her little girl. 

 

Mia: 

 I feel like God has given her to me for a reason. Because in 2013, um, I love my 

grandmother and um, that look a look from me because my grandma actually raised me and my 

brother and I feel like he gave her to me as like to fill a void that’s there. 

 

Monique: 

 And hopefully fill a seat in the arena, watching her mom when she walks across the stage 

next December to take home that degree. 

 For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Monique Holland. 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the 
greater Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University 
of South Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media 
Group.  

For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 

www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 

www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 

http://www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts
http://www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles

	Columbia Chronicles: Episode 6 (Facing Adversity At 18)
	FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT
	Mia:
	Mia:
	Mia:
	Mia:
	Mia:
	Mia:
	For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Monique Holland.

