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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 
place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 
And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. Today’s topic revolves around Local Diversity. 
 

Over the past 20 years, the LGBTQIA+ rights movement has come to the forefront of many 

social and political campaigns.   In fact, for the first time in history, an openly gay man ran for 

president of the united states.  That’s had a lot of people talking about sexual orientation and 

politics.  I’m Spencer buckler and I’ll introduce you to a junior at USCS trying to figure out what 

all of that mean for him. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

((Nats/Full :03, Southern Music)) 

 

Spencer: 

Growing up in Summerville, South Carolina, Zach Crawford loved a lot about the South, 

especially his mom, who he calls a classic Southern lady. 

 

Zach: 

She is honestly a ray of sunshine. She goes to church every Sunday. She is just, if you 

ever need her, she's definitely there. 

 

Spencer: 

When it came time to go to college, it was the tuition and the business school lead 

Crawford to USC where he followed in his older brother’s footsteps. 

He was also looking for a different experience than he found growing up in a small 

Carolina town. 

 

Zach: 

I would say that the biggest con to living in a suburb is just the fact that there's so many 

people with such a growing area and the people that you tend to meet are usually the same kind 

of people. You don't have a lot of diversity in a Southern suburb. 

 

Spencer: 

 After he moved here, Crawford came to realize that he himself was a part of that 

diversity. 

 

Zach: 

I would say was not until my freshman year of college just because it was, it's never 

something that's been a priority in my life. Like it's not like I've ever been, I've never 

disassociated, but I've never been like, I want to brand myself as gay. 



 

Spencer: 

 In 2018, things like the Famously Hot Pride Festival and the Harriet Hancock LGBT 

Center lead Thrillist to name Columbia the most gay-friendly city in conservative-leaning South 

Carolina.  It’s also one of the most-blue when it comes to politics.  But if you assumed Crawford 

was a Democrat, you’d be wrong. 

He doesn’t fit the typical mold.  He’s gay and he’s a Republican. 

 

 Zach: 

I kind of found myself with the Republican party out of circumstances more so than 

complete political affiliation. If I had described my political views, I would definitely say that 

I'm more moderate. I'm fiscally conservative, socially liberal. But that being said, I do work for 

the Republican party I have for the past three years and I have enjoyed, enjoyed my time. I've 

learned a lot through the party. 

 

Spencer: 

According to a May 20-19 study by the Pew Research Center, only 44-percent of 

Republicans and moderates that lean right support gay marriage, but Crawford does. 

He says people who say he can’t be both gay and a Republican don’t know what they’re 

talking about.  

 

Zach: 

Um, it shows that you don't have education. The fact that you're deciding based on 

demographics, whether or not which political side you affiliate with. 

 

Spencer: 

 Crawford refuses to be defined by either politics or his sexual orientation.  They’re just a 

part of who he is.  He says he’s just a college student living with a roommate and taking care of 

his dog Brady.  

 

((Nats/Full :02, Dog)) 

 

Zach: 

I am very much authentic to who I am and I'm very much confident in my ability to get 

places regardless of what other people kind of view me as. 

 

Spencer: 

And the places he wants to get to aren’t necessarily the same places he’s been. 

 

Zach: 

I cannot wait to leave South Carolina just because I've been here for my entirety of my 

life all 21 years. And, so, I just feel like I'm very stagnant in what I can do within the state.  So, I 

feel like it's time for me to kind of spread my horizons and kind of see what's out there. 

 

Spencer: 

Not because he doesn’t love the South, but because he is looking for something new. 



Special thanks to the Joy Drops and Scott Holmes for providing music.  For Columbia 

Chronicles, I’m Spencer Buckler. 

 

((Nats/Full :02 Dog)) 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  
For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 
www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 
www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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