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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. 

 

Afterschool programs have been proven to help kids in many ways. Getting children involved 

and active can make an impact… but not all kids have the same opportunities. Steven Prebish 

tells us about a local organization that can help you get your child more active.  

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Steven: 

It’s December, which means the Sumter Family YMCA is gearing up for a busy time of 

the year.  Sure, the holidays are coming, but basketball season is already here. 

 

((Nats Full :05 Basketball Dribbling)) 

 

Steven: 

 The Y runs one of the biggest youth basketball programs in Sumter and behind it all is 

24-year old Seth Waggoner. Waggoner wears a lot of hats. As Athletic Director, he runs the 

soccer program and is even a personal trainer here. He loves what he does.  

 

Seth: 

Just the look on some of these kids’ faces, you know, they get to compete, and they get to 

have fun and they’re safe. 

 

Steven: 

 Somewhere between 350 and 400 kids are here. Not only are they learning about the 

game of basketball, they’re doing it under the watchful eye of adults. So, they’re not home alone. 

 

Seth: 

We are in the heart of Sumter, so just the surrounding neighborhoods and the 

demographic of where we live. It’s very affordable for them to enjoy an organized sport 

experience. 

 

Steven: 

 And for those who can’t afford it, The Y provides scholarship money to help and partners 

alongside local churches and children’s homes.  Waggoner says one of his biggest goals is to 

make sure all kids have a chance to compete. 

 

Seth: 



You know, this program serves as a hub for so many different types of people, to just get 

them all together under one roof. 

 

Steven: 

 Research shows that young people who participate in extracurricular activities like these 

have greater academic success. According to one study of Texas A&M University they are also 

less likely to drop out of school. Part of that success comes from interacting with volunteers and 

coaches, positive role models from nearby business and religious communities they may NOT 

have outside the Y.  

 

 

Seth: 

We want them to, you know, have fun and develop the game of basketball or soccer or 

whatever it might be. But really that secondary thought is they’re hearing truth. It’s coming from 

individuals who are part of churches or a part of different companies that have been successful 

themselves. 

 

Steven: 

 And because some of these kids come from children’s homes, the impact can go even 

further than that. 

 

Seth: 

We’ve seen kids come and enjoy the program and be, you know, with their friends and 

playing basketball and then, you know, they get adopted because of the relationships they’ve 

built with either parents or their coaches. 

 

Steven: 

 The Sumter Family YMCA is one of the oldest youth basketball programs around. 

Waggoner says many people in the Sumter community grew up playing Y basketball and they 

never forgot their days competing in their youth. 

 

Seth: 

It’s almost like a time capsule. Whenever, you know, a post will go out on Facebook, 

about church league basketball, registration starting, people will respond to those Facebook posts 

with, pictures of them when they played. So, I think it continues not just during that time that 

they’re here playing as kids, but even throughout their adulthood. 

 

Steven: 

 Even though he wasn’t born here, Waggoner grew up here and considers himself to be 

from Sumter.  He says he feels the impact he’s having on this community in just about every 

place he goes. 

 

Seth: 

I’m noticed.  That’s the biggest thing.  It’s not just because it’s, “Oh, wow, Seth you do 

this great job.” It’s more for me, that you know, I have a place in this world.  I have an effect on 

people that I come in contact with and also get the opportunity to continually affect people. 



 

Steven: 

…whether it’s in basketball or helping these kids in the game of life. 

 

((Nats Full: 0:03 Basketball)) 

 

Steven: 

 For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Steven Prebish. 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 

Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 

Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  

For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 

www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 

www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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