
Board of Student Publications and Communications 

Student Media-Virtual Carolina Yearbook Meeting 

March 30, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Members Present: 

Simon Tarr (faculty member) 

Nina Brook (faculty member) 

Debra Rae Cohen (faculty member) 

Nick Vera (student member) 

Matthew Durant (student member) 

Bob Brinkmeyer (faculty advisor) 

 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 

Anna Edwards, Secretary 

 

Others Present: 

Sarah Scarborough, Director of Student Media 

 

This meeting to serve as a follow-up meeting from March 20, 2020.  Anna called the virtual meeting to order at 

4:00 p.m. 

 
On March 20, 2020, Samantha Petrelli gave an overview of Carolina YB and why she wanted to start this 

organization. She shared that the yearbook would provide a time capsule for students of the current year, which 

she suggested was different than the newspaper and magazine. A survey was conducted of 500 students and 80% 

of them showed interest in bringing back the yearbook. Carolina YB currently has a $0 agreement with Jostens for 

this year to produce this book at no expense to the organization. The students are taking pictures for the book, 

promoting the sale of the book and working on content. The yearbook cost $50 in the fall and $60 in the spring – 

only 150 yearbooks have been sold. Samantha included a 50-page business plan that was attached to the March 20 

meeting minutes and was reviewed by the board prior to this meeting. 

 

Several questions were posed to the board prior to the meeting: 

•  What designates the criteria for Student Media organizations and when should BOP be consulted? 

• Does the board believe that the Carolina YB is a publication supported by Student Media?   If so, what 

does that mean? If not, what does that mean? 

 

Board discussion points:   

• Board was not approached about approvals for this until recently, after agreements for printing had 

occurred with Jostens and did not collaborate with Student Media.  

• Use of student activity funds (if part of Student Media) when selling items.  

• No guarantee of sales (no needs assessment done). 

• Daily Gamecock has a similar year-end review that is free and not all the papers are distributed. 

• Ad competition from current Student Media organizations; Carolina YB has only sold one ad so far. 

• Samantha set her own markers for progress and has not met them to date (as outlined in the business 

plan)  

• Current contract with Josten’s is $0 contract for this year (Sarah will confirm) 

• Current budget cuts are in process and current unforeseen economic issues due to Covid-19.   

 

 



 

Overall agreement that student organizations should consult the board for approvals when:  

o The student body is the audience, and 

o The University is the publisher 

 

Nina Brook motioned to deny the support and recognition of the Carolina YB as a Student Media organization.   

Debra Rae Cohen seconded.  Vote was unanimous and done in open session. 

 

The board agreed that Samantha may continue the yearbook in its current form as a Carolina YB Student 

Organization publication as a separate entity unrelated to Student Media. 

 

Action Items: 

• Student Life and the Leadership and Service Center to collaborate and establish policy for Student Media 

related organizations. 

• Outline protocol for Student Media organizations when seeking approval from Board of Student 

Publications (similar to Greek orgs or Sport Clubs) 

• Sarah Scarborough to reach out to Jostens to confirm understanding of university obligation.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:37 p.m.  

 

 

 


