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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. 

 

You may have been to a craft beer brewery, but this newer craze has opened up to an even more 

specific field: home-brewing. From brew barrels in the barn to grain mashing in the garage, 

hobbyists have gravitated towards this rewarding craft. Columbia, South Carolina is home to 

many brew shops and boasts an active homebrew club. Reporter Joseph King goes inside the 

trend with a man that has taken his love of beer to a new level. 

 

((Nats Full: 0:03 Buckets clunking around)) 

 

Joseph: 

Kevin Deaton stands between shelves of five-gallon buckets, glass bottles, and fifty-

pound bags of grain. The smell of barley, hops, and malt is almost overwhelming to the naive 

nose, but puts a warm blanket of familiar smell to a beer lovers nose. These tools and ingredients 

hold the key to one of the oldest creations know to humankind. 

 

Kevin: 

 I mean beer just seems to be the universal liquid... it has a very long history in itself, I 

mean.... beer has even been used as monetary payment. It built the pyramids. I mean, it pairs well 

with food, it’s the social elixir. 

 

Joseph: 

When Deaton graduated from college, he was bound to be an engineer, but after reading a 

book about home brewing, he knew he would rather ENGINEER some craft brew of his own. 

 

Kevin: 

As an engineer, the company that I was working for right out of college, was a euro 

owned company, and the engineers from Europe would bring all these wonderful beers like 

DUVAL and HOOHARDEN and I fell in love with them. Would go to the grocery store and try 

to find them on the shelves and couldn’t find them. and I thought well, I’ve seen this home brew 

store, so maybe I can make my own beer. So, I started making my own beer. 

  

((Nats Full: 0:02 Grinding the Hops in Store)) 

 

Like many home brewers, Deaton began brewing his own beer in his garage. Once he 

developed a passion for it, he decided to take it a bit further.  

 

Kevin: 



I decided it was time to move onto something else and why not parlay a hobby into a 

business. 

 

Joseph: 

That business has been good for Deaton. He has owned and operated D-I-Y Brewhouse 

on Two Notch Road in Elgin since 2015, which is one of two brew shops around Columbia. 

Here, you can find inspiration for new flavors, as well as equipment for brewing like auto-

siphons, mash paddles, or carboys for fermentation. According to a survey by the American 

Brewers Association, the amount of home brewers in the United States has grown to over one 

million. Coinciding with this growth is the amount of craft breweries that have opened. Deaton 

sees home brew growth as a cycle.  

 

Kevin: 

 Obviously, my opinion, home-brewing is very vibrant in the Columbia area, with the 

homebrew club, two homebrew shops, it is pretty vibrant. Home-brewers come from all walks of 

life. 

 

Joseph: 

While homebrew may be on the rise, Deaton thinks that the craft brewery scene will be 

slowing down, especially with such a saturation in the market. In Columbia alone, there are more 

than ten small craft breweries, several of which have opened in the past five years.  

 

Kevin: 

Perhaps craft beers a little bit on the, wouldn’t say downturn, but the growth has slowed 

down some. Big breweries are buying out the little guys, and even buying out even the big guys, 

found out early this week, new Belgium, the fourth largest brewer in the US was bought out. 

 

Joseph: 

Deaton, however, won’t let these closings stop his love for the craft. He enables others to 

get into the craft brew scene through his shop, and he also serves as the educational officer for 

the Palmetto Brewers Association, which is the Midlands area home brew club. The club has 

about thirty-five active members who attend monthly meetings. 

 

Kevin: 

  The good majority of us do have some type of do-it-yourself engineering science 

background, or just love to tinker around with things, many of us just built our own equipment, 

built our own mash tons. 

 

Joseph: 

Deaton will keep his batches coming. Whether he is teaching at the monthly meeting or 

working at his brew shop, Deaton sees homebrew as more than just a fun hobby. 

 

Kevin: 

Being able to be creative, make something, share it with others, that to me would be the 

most important or most rewarding part of home-brewing. 

 



Joseph: 

 Whether you are a novice or a beer crafting wizard, the home brew hobby is one that 

rewards many with the fruits of their own labors. 

 

((Nats Full: 0:03  Bottle opening and pouring)) 

 

Joseph: 

 For Columbia Chronicles, I am Joseph King. 

 

((Nats Full: 0:02 Ahhh)) 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 
Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 
Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  
For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 
www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 
www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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