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Hello Listeners. Thanks for joining us today for this edition of Columbia Chronicles.  If you’re 

interested in learning more about our community and how it works, you’ve come to the right 

place.  It’s your chance to better understand how the news… may affect you and your life…. 

And all it takes is about five minutes of your time. Today’s topic revolves around International 

Relations. 

You probably remember the impeachment trial and hear talk about relations between Ukraine 

and Russia… but what you may not have heard… is the conflict that started it all. Reporter 

Brielle Oakley sits down with foreign exchange student Yehor Shtanko to share a story on the 

war in Ukraine and coming to America.  

FULL EPISODE TRANSCRIPT 

 

((Fade in/Nats Full :20 Farm Music)) 

Brielle: 

 In a small village in the southern region of Ukraine, a young boy lives what he believes to 

be a perfect childhood…helping his father in the fields, going to school, playing soccer with 

mates, and fighting imaginary battles with wooden sticks.  

Yehor Shtanko lived a humble childhood working for his father’s small farming business.  

 

Yehor: 

 My father, he's, he's strict, he's not really like, he's never going to say like I love you son 

and everything. But at the same time, he really taught me like real life stuff. 

 

Brielle: 

 The real-life stuff turned out to be a new pair of gloves for soccer. He remembers his 

father making him work in the fields to pay for them.  

 

Yehor: 

 And yeah, the working was tough because they pay you 50 cents per hour and it's nothing 

compared to what he can make here. And the work conditions also different because there you 

work in the field with five minutes breakage hour, you work nine hours straight and it's intense 

cause the, the weather is hot. 

 

Brielle: 

 The weather wasn’t the only thing heating up … tensions between Russia worsened 

igniting revolution on the western border. Shtanko was untouched by the effects but little did he 

know the pretend battles he used to play with his mates would become real life in his backyard.   



  

Yehor: 

 So, had some Christmas money and it was the first time when I spend my Christmas 

money on, not a present, but um, I got some fireworks. 

 

Brielle: 

 With old materials from his grandfather’s shed and a couple of hours of YouTube, 

Shtanko was making weapons to protect his family.  

 

Yehor: 

 So yeah, I kind of like use those fireworks to make some bombs in case like someone 

going to come. I'm like I got some stuff with me to protect myself and my family. 

 

Brielle: 

 As Shtanko got older, he realized just how serious the conflict was and knew he had to 

leave. With strong persistence and hard work, he left his small village for Riverton High School 

in Illinois.  

 

Yehor: 

 I love it because Illinois was amazing. United States is amazing. I love it but I was too 

cold. I felt it so south is definitely warmer. 

 

Brielle: 

 But what brought him to warmer weather was not luck …but a scratch off map.  

 

Yehor: 

 So basically, it's kind of funny story because I got this map of all countries. The countries 

that you visit you kind of scratch them. And when it came to the North Carolina first time, I 

accidentally scratched South Carolina and I like. I mean I haven't been there. 

 

Brielle: 

 The accidental scratch off may have haunted him because Shtanko successfully made it 

to South Carolina…for more than just a visit. 

 

Yehor: 

 But it turns out that it was life like it went into my life. This is sort of like an accident 

with this scratch map and I end up being here in the U.S. so far, it's amazing. 

Brielle: 

 Shtanko is in his first year at the University of South Carolina studying International 

Business at Darla Moore. Currently he is learning Chinese and Spanish …but his biggest 

struggle …the cafeteria lines.  

 

Yehor: 



 So, when I had to actually after the classes stay and wait 30 minutes for my food I was 

like wait what is going on or you have to drive from your dorm to university which takes 15 

minutes was like No way I'm going. 

  

Brielle: 

 Another surprise came when he stumbled upon Carolina Sales Club, a small organization 

in the business school.  

 

Yehor: 

  And from the first minute I was like wow what an atmosphere. Because I came like and 

everyone's like kind of working south. There is a personal brand. Here we go guys. There is so 

many opportunities you can do like. Well that's exactly what I wanted. 

 

Brielle: 

 Shtanko jumped right into the action traveling to Wisconsin to compete in a national sales 

competition. Now he serves on the executive board as VP of Operations.  

 

Yehor: 

  And since then as I previously said in the sales club I didn't miss any opportunities any 

meetings. So definitely I love the sales club.  

   

Brielle: 

 Circumstances in Ukraine leave Yehor’s future unpredictable. 

 He wants to finish four years at the University of South Carolina but political unrest in 

his home country could dramatically change his plans. 

 

 Yehor: 

 I mean it's, it's a life chance that you can go to the U S it's sort of like, you know, it's, it's 

sort of like what they say about Mars. It's like one way ticket. 

 

Brielle: 

 Despite the short term, Shtanko’s long term vision remains rooted in International affairs. 

 

Yehor: 

  But something specific I want to see myself in … a big company that is mission driven 

that is trying not only to calculate numbers and make profits but trying to change the world 

around it. 

    

Brielle: 

 While his future remains uncertain, Shtanko is just enjoying the ride - literally.  

 

((Fade in/Nats Full :06 Skateboard Sound))  

 

Brielle: 

 His skateboard carrying him far from home but closer to life full of freedom and more 

cafeteria lines.    



 For Columbia Chronicles, I’m Brielle Oakley. 

 

Columbia Chronicles provides in-depth coverage of news and issues important to the greater 

Columbia community. It’s produced through a partnership between the University of South 

Carolina’s School of Journalism and Mass Communications and Garnet Media Group.  

For a full transcript of today’s episode, go to 

www.garnetmedia.org/podcasts 

www.garnetmedia.org/columbiachronicles 
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